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MEMOIR  IV. 

Memoir  of  James,  Earl  BothweU. 

1  H  E  life  of  a  noble,  who  acted  so  memorable 
a  part,  in  the  sad  tragedy  of  Mary^s  reign, 
merits  here  a  more  particular,  investigation, 
than  has  hitherto  been  derived,  from  calum- 
nious anecdote,  and  doubtful  history. 

In  both  those  sources  of  dubious  information, 
he  has  been  confounded  with  his  father,  Elarl 
Patrick,  who  was  one  of  the  most  profligate 
men  of  a  most  corrupt  age.  Earl  Patrick  was, 
probably,  born,  in  1512;  as  his  father,  and 
mother,  were  married,  as  we  may  infer,  from 
the  Great  Seal  Record,  soon  after  August  1511 : 
And,  his  father  fell  on  Flodden  Field,  upon  the 
13th  of  August  1513.^  When  scarcely  five  years 

^  On  the  23d  of  May  1517^  the  Privy  Council^  for  certain 
ooDftideratioiis  moying  theiii>  ordered  the  Earl  of  BothweU 

VOL.  III.  B 


^  THE  LIFE  OF    [Mem.  IV.  Memoir  of 

old^  he  thus  appears  to  have  been  taken  out  of 
his  mother's  custody ;  and  carried  to  France, 
in  September  1517.  He  was,  probably,  rede- 
livered to  his  mother,  by  the  Regent's  order, 
who  governed,  in  the  absence  of  Albany.  In 
such  circumstances,  we  may  easily  suppose, 
that  his  education  could  not  have  been  much, 
or  very  regular :  Before  he  was  three  and 
twenty,  he  was  a  prisoner,  in  Edinburgh-castle, 
for  whatever  offences :  And  on  the  4th  of  April 
1535,  he  gave  his  bond ;  obliging  himself  to 
remove  from  Scotland,  for  twenty  years.*     Yet, 

to  be  put  into  the  Lord  Governor  s  keeping  -,  and  the  Coun- 
tess his  mother  was  directed  to  deliver  him  to  the  order  of 
Albany.  ^Minutes' of  Council.]   On  the  21st  of  Nov.  15 17» 
there  is  a  petition  of  Agnes^  Countess  of  Bothwell^  to  the 
Regents  in  Council,  stating  that>  she  was>  by  dreads  com- 
pelled^ to  deliver  her  son>  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  to  the  Go- 
vernor^ who  gave  him  in  keeping  to  my  lord  le  Bastie;  and 
after  his  death   [lyth  Sept.  1517]  his  widow,  at  her  own 
hand,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Earl's  mother,  or  any 
of  his  friends,  has  lately  carried  him  to  parts  beyond  sea : 
Wherefore,  she  prays  remeid ;  as  she  is  heavily  injured,  by 
the  taking  away  of  her  son,  who  is  now  in  his  tender,  and 
less  age  >  and  desires,  that  the  Governor  may  be  written  to, 
for  to  send  her  son  home,  to  be  kept  by  her  till  he  be  xvii 
years  complete,  according  to  law,  equity,  and  justice ;  con- 
sidering that  she  has  no  more  but  him  to  do  her,  and  her 
friends,  comfort,  and  consolation.  IMinute  of  Council,']  This 
was  Earl  Patrick,  who  was  then  an  in&nt. 
>  Sur  Lewis  Stewart's  MS.  CollecHoru. 
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be  appears  to  have  soon  returned :  For^  be  was 
required  to  enter  into  a  second  bond,  at  Inver- 
ness,  on  tbe  1st  of  August  1539,  to  banish  him- 
self, from  Scotland, England,  and  France,  during 
the  king's  pleasure,  and  not  to  acquire,  by  any 
means,  his  restoration ."^  During  the  subse- 
quent warfai-e  with  England,  he  appears  to  have 
joined  that  hostile  coubtry  against  his  own  i"" 
In  September  1549,  he  obtained,  from  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  an  annual  pension  of  3000 
crowns,  aod  an  assurance  of  idemnity,  for  his 
estates,  which  lay  on  the  disputatious  borders.** 
He  was  induced,  however,  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  dowager  queen,  to  return  to  Scotland,  in 
1553 :'  And,  she  gave  him  a  remission,  for  ail 


"  Id,  He  was  obliged  to  give^  at  the  same  time,  a  power 
to  James  Hepburn^  the  Dean  of  Dunkeld ;  obliging  himself 
to  resign  into  the  king's  hands  the  lordship  of  Liddisdale. 

■  Privy  Council  Register  of  the  28th  Feb.  1517-8. 

o  Rym.  Fad.  xv.  190. 

P  There  remains  in  the  Register-house,  at  Edinburgh,  an 
original  letter  of  Earl  Patrick  to  the  Queen  Regent,  which 
is  curious  in  itself,  and  marks  the  epoch  of  his  return : — 

"  It  may  pleiss  your  gude  grace  yat  efter  gret  storme  off 
wedder  and  hevy  laboris  be  ye  see  1  arrivit  heir  in  lawdiane 
qiihair  I  remane  as  yit  willing  w^  trew  hart  to  o£fer  &  to  do 
yo'  grace  my  detfiill  dewite  of  service.  And  becauge  I  am 
by  violent  tempest  and  storme  on  ye  see  sumpart  crasit  and 
alteitt  in  my  persoun.    And  noclit  sa  habill  at  yis  present  to 
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his  treasons^  on  the  26th  of  March  1554 ;  as 
we  know  from  the  Privy  Seal  Record.  He  soon 
after  joined  the  queen^  at  Stirling,  with  other 
nobles,  who  resolved,  that  she  should  have  the 
regency,  in  the  place  of  the  Duke  of  Chattel- 
herault  :^  Earl  Patrick  appeared,  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, which  assembled,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the 
10th  of  April  1554:  And,  two  days  after,  he 
subscribed  the  Parliamentary  Declaration, which 
was  given  to  the  same  duke,  as  an  idemnity,  for 
his  feeble,  and  corrupt  administration.'   The 

do  sic  service  as  my  will  comm&dis  &  steris  me  to  ^  Sua  to 
ezcuss  my  unhabilness  unto  your  grace  /  And  to  haue  yo' 
grace  directioun  quhat  I  sail  do  presentlie  &  quhare  I  sail 
address  me  to  cum  to  yo'  grace  presens  I  haue  send  yis  berar 
my  cousing  of  Trakwair  to  haue  yo'  grace  mynd  &  comand 
towart  me  heirintill :  And  sen  I  will  no^  impesche  your  grace 
w^  reding  off  lang  lett  this  berar  wiU  schaw  your  grace  at 
mair  lentht  likas  1  haue  gifiSn  to  him  in  charge  /  sua  it  will 
pleiss  yo'  grace  gyff  him  credens.  And  thus  prays  ye  Al- 
michte  god  to  haue  your  grace  in  keping.  Off  Crechtoun 
ye  xii  day  of  November  1563." 

your  grace  humill  and  obedient  servitour  at  power 

To  the  Quenis  Grace.  Erls  Bothuiu*. 

9  Lodge*s  lUuitraiions,  i.  S95  :  He  supposes^  mistakingly, 
that  proceeding  to  have  taken  place^  in  1558. 

'  Acta  Pari,  ii.  597-  The  regent  queen  granted  to  Earl 
F&trick^  on  the  5th  of  August  1554^  the  ward  and  manriage 
of  Walter  Scot>  the  aon^  and  heir^  of  the  late  Sir  WHliam 
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epoch  of  the  queen  mother's  regency,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Estates,  is  the  12th  of  April 
1554.  She  now  employed  Earl  Patrick,  as  her 
Lieulen.int  on  the  Borders.'  lie  died,  at  Dum- 
fries, about  the  end  of  September  1.556,  aged 
forty-four.'  Earl  Patrick  married  Agnes  Sin- 
clair, the  daughter  of  Henry,  Lord  Sinclair ; 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  James,  who  succeeded 
him,  and  n  daughter  Jane,  who  married,  in  Ja- 
□oary  1561-2,  John,  Commendator  of  Coldin- 
ham,  who  yas  one  of  the  many  bastards  of 
v.;  and  who  died,  in  1563  :  By  him,  she 


' James 


of  Kirkurdt  oo'l  grundson,  and  heir,  of  ihe  lale  Sir 
Waller  Scot  of  Branxholin.  [Pricy  Se/il  Reg.  \xvii.  To\.  7^} 
'  Earl  Patrick  met  the  English  Commissioners,  atllydiiig- 
I,  for  redressing  mutual  injuries,  on  tlie  miilillc  Miirclies, 
Ihe  14tU  of  May  1556.  [Lodges  Illust.  i.  2U.]  In 
1536,  Earl  Patrick  resided,  at  Dumfries,  as  tlie 
lieutenant,  on  the  west  borders.  There  are,  in  the 
monih  of  August  I55fi,  various  charges,  in  the  Treasurer's 
■cconDlfi,  for  expresses,  sent  to  Earl  Patrick,  in  Dumfries. 
On  the  SIsl  of  August  1556,  there  was  a  payment  to  P. 
Thomson,  ihe  Ilhiy  herald  ;  going  from  Edinburgh  to  Dum- 
fries, itaii  Annan,  with  a  commission  of  ff'ardenrie,  to  Earl 
:k,  and  a  chargi^  to  deliver  the  Cattle  of  Lochmaban  to 
Earl.  [W.] 

The  place  of  his  death  is  si>ccificd,  in  the  process,  for 
iag  the  consanguinity  of  Earl  Jumes  wiib  Lady  Jane 
:  And  the  time  of  his  death  is  ascertained,  by  the 
pott  mortem  of  his  son,  on  the  2d  of  November  155fi. 
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had  an  only  son^  Francia^  who  was  created  Earl 
Both  well,  by  James  VI. ;  and,  by  his  practices, 
did  not  disparage  the  deeds  of  bis  uncle,  and 
grandfather.  The  widowed  Jane  married,  se- 
condly, in  1566,  John,  Master  of  Cathness,  who 
died,  in  1577  ;  and  she  married,  thirdly,  the 
notorious  Archibald  Douglas,  the  Parson  of 
Glasgow,  and  one  of  the  Lords  of  Session. 
Earl  Patrick  was  divorced,  from  Agnes  Sinclair, 
at  some  time  before  his  remission,  and  restora- 
tion, in  March  1554  ;  as  she  obtained,  on  the 
13th  of  March  1553-4,  a  charter  of  confirma- 
tion of  three  charters  granted,  by  Patrick  Earl 
Bothwell,  to  Agnes  Sinclair,  formerly,  his 
spouse."  She  long  outlived  Earl  Patrick ;  and 
held,  under  those .  charters,  till  her  death,  in 
1573,  the  barony  of  Moreham,  which  the  Re- 
gent Morton,  then  seized,  as  belonging  to  the 
king,  by  the  forfeiture  of  her  son,  and  heir, 
James,  Earl  Bothwell.* 

Earl  James  thus  succeeded  his  father,  in  his 

"  Privy  Seal  Reg,  xxvii.  fol.  14.  James^  Earl  BothweU^ 
at  the  CraigiuiUar  conference^  speaks  of  the  divorce  of  his 
fether>  and  mother^  as  not  having  injured  his  title^  or  estate. 

'  On  the  8th  of  October  1573>  the  regent  granted  a  kase 
of  the  barony  of  Moreham^  for  a  year,  from  the  death  of 
the  same  dame  Agnes  Sinclair^  to  her  daughter^  dame  Jane 
Hepburn^  the  Mistress  of  Cathness.  [^Regist.  of  SignaiureB, 
B.  ii.) 


■pftsl 
lets 
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titles,  estates,  and  offices,  in  September  1550, 
wben  he  was  about  five,  or  six  aud  twenty 
years  of  age  :'  And,  he  now  enjoyed,  from  the 
third  Earl,  not  only  large  estates,  but  the  he- 
reditary offices  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Scot- 
laud,  Sheriff  of  Berwick,  Hadington,  and  Ediu- 
borgh,  as  well  as  Baillie  of  Lauderdale,  with  the 
ities  of  Hales,  and  Crichtoo,  for  his  fort- 
its  :  Earl  James  became  thus,  by  descent, 
from  his  father,  grandfather,  and  great  grand- 
fetber,  the  most  powerful  noble,  if  we  except 
the  Doke  of  Chattelherault,  in  Southern  Scot- 
laod.  If  we  might  believe  Buchanan,  young 
Bothwell  was  educated,  in  the  corrupt  house 
of  his  great  uncle,  the  bisliop  of  Murray,  dur- 
ing an  unprincipled,  and  turbulent  age,  when 

'  James  could  not  have  been  born  before  the  year  1530; 
igppoaiiig  his  father  to  have  married,  at  the  age  of  17. 
Karl  James  waa  neither  so  j'oung,  as  the  laie  harA  Hailes 
wpposed,  Diir  so  old,  as  the  late  Lord  Elibonk  contended  3 
M  Earl  I'atriek  was  only  bom,  in  1512.  See  the  controversy, 
between  the  Lords  Hailes,  and  EUbaiik.  It  was  reporte<l, 
in  IMS,  that  Matthew,  Earl  of  Lennox,  and  the  Earl  of 
Botliwell,  were  rivHl  suitors,  to  the  Queen  dowager,  who 
«u  not  pICB!<e<l  with  such  a  report.  Sadler's  Letters  333. 
Bucfaanui,  wilb  his  aecustomcd  t'ulseliood,  attributes  that 
rivaUiy  to  James,  Earl  Bnthuell,  and  not  his  fklber.  If 
James,  Earl  Bothwell  was  bom,  in  1531,  he  was  35,  in 
l&5«i  35,  in  1566  i  and  S6>  in  136?,  when  he  ravished 
the  Scotidh  Queen. 
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Buchanan  himself  acquired  his  tergiversation^! 
his  ingratitude,  and  his  baseness." 

James,  Earl  Bothwell,  was,  early,  noticed, 
in  piibhck  life."  On  the  14tb  of  December  1557, 
the  Earl  of  Bothwell  was  one  of  the  nobles, 
who  signed  the  Commission,  for  effectuating 
the  Queen's  marriage  with  the  Dauphin.''  He 
became  the  Queen's  Lieutenant,  on  the  Bor- 
ders, and  Keeper  of  Hermitage-castle,  in  the 


•  See  Buchanan's   Detectiim,  one  of  the  corruptest  i 
books  ;  and  Lord  Hctilcs's  Remarh,  one  of  ihe  sligheet. 

■  In  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  there  is  a  pujmentof  3^/S^I 
to  Alexander  Cuming,  in  January   1548-9  ;  to  execute  i 
charge  upon  the  Lord  Borthwick,  and  Ihe  mtuiter  of  Uale§{ 
E»rl  Patrick  being  then  alive.     The  following  entry  in  thl^ 
Privy  Council  Register,  of  date  the  98lh  of  February  1548-^1 
9,  wiU  e-ipliiin  ihe  obscurity  of  that  charge  :  "  In  presence -1 
of  the  Council,  John  Lord  Bortliwick  took  upon  him  the  1 
keeping  of  (/je/or(«/iM  of  Hales ;  and  obliged  himself  to  keep^ 
the  same,  surely,  from  our  avid  enem'iet  of  Enginnd,  and  nil 
others  \  and  should  not  deliver  the  same  to  Patrick,  Earl  of 
BotUwell,  or  aoy,  in  his  name,  under  the  pain  of  10,000^" 
The  dowager- (lueen  had,  also,    obtained  a  grant  of  Earl 
Patrick's  property,  then  pertaining  to  the  Queen,   by  his 
treason.     Prwy  Seal  Heg.  26th  Jan.  1547-8.     On  the  14th 
of  March  1556-7,  he  obtained  a  royal  grant  of  his  grand- 
motiier's  property.     Id.  On  the  5th  of  January  1557-8,  he 
was,  by  the  Rcgcnt-Queen,  constituted  the  Queen's  Bajllte, 
of  the  Lordship  of  Liddiedulc,  for  a  year,  and  during  ti 
Queen's  pleasure.  [f>/.] 

*■  Ada  fori,  of  that  date. 
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ubsequent  year/  On  the  29th  of  November 
1558^  as  Sheriff  of  Edinburghshire,  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell  attended  the  Marshal,  and  Constable, 
in  opening  the  Parliament ;  wherein  he  sat ;  as 
we  may  learn,  from  the  Parliamentary  Record. 
His  first  military  exploit  was  a  successful  in-* 
road  into  England,  as  the  Lieutenant,  in  1558, 
during  the  war,  which  was  ended,  by  the 
peace  of  Cambray/  James,  Earl  Bothwell, 
thus  set  out,  in  early  life,  as  an  enemy  of  the 
English  government,  and  as  an  antagonist  of 
the  English  faction,  in  Scotland,  after  the  ac- 
cession of  Elizabeth,  in  1558.  As  Lieutenant 
of  the  Regent-Queen,  at  the  epoch  of  the  peace 
of  Cambray,  in  April  1559,  he  met  the  E^rl  of 
Northumberland,  to  settle  the  mutual  differ* 
ences,  of  the  conterminous  nations.*  In  August 
1559,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  with  Sir  Richard 
Maitland,  and  Sir  Walter  Ker,  were  appointed 
Commissioners,  for  settling  the  differences  on 
the  southern  borders  with  the  English  War- 
dens/ But,  neither  the  treaty  of  Cambray, 
nor  any  other  treaty,  brought  peace  to  Scot- 
land,  while  Elizabeth   reigned,   in   England : 

'  He  was  paid  2Sl.  a  month,  as  keeper  of  that  castle. 
Treasurer's  Accounts, 
*  Holinshed,  L  363.  •  Keith's  App.  89. 

'  Sadler's  St.  Pap.  i.  407-8. 
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She  encouraged  a.  faction  to  resist  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  establish  pretensions,  which  were 
inconsistent  with  the  quiet  of  the  countiy,  and 
with  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland.  In  resisting 
that  faction,  the  Regent-Queen,  employed  the 
Earl  of  Bothwell :  As  Sheriff  of  the  county, 
Bothweil,  in  October  1559,  arrested  John 
Cockhurn  of  Ormiston,  who  was  conveying 
4000  crowns,  for  the  faction,  from  Elizabeth, 
as  her  fuel,  for  inflaming  the  contentions  of  her 
neighbour-kingdom  :•  The  insurgent  chiefs, 
severely,  felt  that  timeful  blow,  which  they 
never  forgot,  nor  forgave.  The  Ear)  of  Arran, 
and  the  Lord  James  Steuart,  immediately,  at- 
tacked Bothwcll's  Castle  of  Crlchton,  which 
they  easily  took  ;  as  he  had  retired,  with  the 
money,  which  was,  at  that  moment,  of  great 
importance  to  all  parties.''  The  success  of 
Bothweli  induced  the  Regent-Queen,  in  De- 
cember 1559,  to  intrust  him  with  the  com- 
mand, of  800  French,  and  Scotish  troops,  who 
were  then  sent,  from  Edinburgh,  to  Stirling.' 
In  May  1560,  while  two  armies  were  contend- 
ing with  the  usual  rage  of  civil  war,  Bothwell 
was  sent,  by  the  Regent-Queen,  to  solicit  aid. 


*  Keith's  .^;i;>.  43. 

•■  Keith,  43,  aad  the  Slate  Papen. 

'  Sadler's  St.  Pap.  i,  66?. 
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from  France.''  But,  she  lived  not  to  receive 
either  assistance,  or  consolation,  in  consequence 
of  his  representations ;  as  she  died,  on  the  10th 
of  June  1560,  after  a  long  indisposition,  amidst 
the  distractions,  arising  from  persons,  and  cir- 
cumstances, which  she  could  neither  counter- 


^  There  still  remains,  in  the  Register  Office,  at  Edinbui;^, 
an  original  letter,  from  Earl  James,  to  the  Queen-Regent, 
which,  as  a  curious  remain  of  such  a  man,  is  here  sub- 
joined : — 

''  Pleisit  your  hines  be  remebrit  I  vrait  onto  your  Grace 
of  bifbir  conseming  my  deperting  towirt  our  soverans  in 
Frans  quhilk  your  6.  thocht  gud  //  quhairfor  1  haue  sensyn 
preparit  me  for  y*  samin  and  hes  bein  in  redines  yir  four  or 
fyf  dais  paist  lyk  as  I  am  yit  auatant  on  your  6.  depech 
alennerlie  for  I  haue  mead  ye  griter  haist  to  ye  e£fec  I  may 
return  agane  vith  ye  arme  and  haue  su  charg  yairintill  be 
your  G.  vrytings  sic  as  our  said  soverans  and  your  hines 
thinkis  me  maist  abill  for  //  yat  I  may  be  at  all  tymis  in  ye 
roum  quhair  service  occurris  //  sen  I  haue  nocht  the  como- 
dite  yairto  at  yis  present  nor  haste  apirans  yairof  vithout  ye 
samin  //  desyrand  your  G.  maist  humilie  yairfor  to  forthir  ye 
said  vrytings  for  ye  causs  forsaid  //  and  gyif  yair  be  ony  uthir 
thing  it  vill  pleis  your  G.  to  comand  I  sail  do  my  deligens 
to  parfurm  ye  samyn  my  maist  humill  comedatioims  of  ser- 
vice being  maid  onto  your  hinis  comittis  your  G.  in  ye  keip- 
ing  of  Almichti  Gode.  At  Crichtun  ye  xv  day  of  May 
1560. 

^'  your  G.  maist  humill  and  obedient  servitour 
"  To  the  Quenis  Grace.'*  ''  Boithuill." 
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act^  nor  controul.^  On  her  decease^  the  go- 
vernment of  Scotland  was  assumed^  though 
without  authority,  by  the  Duke  of  Chattelhe- 
rault,  who  was  prompted,  and  supported,  by 
Elizabeth.  Bothwell  was  well  received,  by  the 
French  Court,  and  closely  watched,  by  the 
English  Ambassador.*"  He  set  out,  from  Paris, 
rather  unexpectedly^  in  November  1560,  by  the 
way  of  Flanders,  for  Scotland."    His  speedy 

^  Id  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  of  1560^  there  are  the  fol- 
lowing chai^ges : — 

Paid  to  John  Weir^  pewtherer^  for  a  wobe  (webb)  of  leid, 
to  be  an  sepulture  to  inclose  the  Queen's  grace  in  £4  15  0 
To  the  said  John,  for  sowdene  of  the  said  weobe 

of  leid  •  .  -  -  1  12  0 

For  3  hundred  dur  nalis  to  the  Queen's  grace's  se- 
pulture -  -  -  -  0    3  0 
For  xxi  elns  and  an  half  of  black  gray^  to  hing 
the  Chapel  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  the 
Queen's  grace's  body  lyand  therein          -          6    2  4 
The  Queen- regent,  after  awhile,  was  carried  to  France, 
where  she  was  buried  among  her  ancestors. 

'^  Hardwick's  St,  Papers,  i.  143 :  Bothwell,  had  a  pre* 
sent  of  six  bundred  crowns ;  and  was  made  gentleman  of 
the  King's  bedchamber,  with  the  fee  belonging  thereto. 
Id. 

"  lb.  149  :  Throckmorton,  Elizabeth's  representative,  at 
Paris^  described  Bothwell,  in  November  1560,  '^  as  avain- 
*^  glorious,  rash,  and  hazardous  young  man ;  and  therefore, 
''  it  were  meet,"  he  added,  **  for  his  adversaries  to  have  an 
''  eye  to  him,  and  also  to  keep  him  short."  Id,  There  has 
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departure  was  owing  to  a  canse,  which  escaped 
the  eagle  eyes  of  Throckmorton^  then^  and  the 
heedless  observation,  of  the  Scotish  historians^ 
since :  Mary,  on  that  occasion,  sent  foar  Com- 
missioners to  Edinburgh  with  two  Commis- 
sions ;  in  order  to  establish  a  sort  of  provisional 
government,  in  the  room  of  her  mother's  re- 
gency. One  of  those  commissions  empowered 
the  Dttke,  the  Earl  of  Argy  ie,  the  E^rl  of  Hunt- 
ley, the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  the  Earl  of  Athol, 
the  Lord  James,  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews, 
or  any  three  of  them,  to  assemble  the  Estates, 
and  hold  a  Parliament.^    It  may  easily  be  per- 


been  tome  debate^  about  the  age  of  James^  Earl  Bothwell. 
'^  When  we  saj  a  man  is  young,  we  mean^  according  to 
''  Locke,  that  hiB  age  is  yet  a  small  part  of  that^  which 
''  men^  usually,  attain  to.**  The  pranks  which  he  played, 
a  twelvemonth  after,  with  the  French  princes,  in  the  dis- 
orderly houses  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  scandal  of  the  Puritans, 
imply  that,  he  was  yet  young.  He  was  about  ten  years 
older  than  Queen  Mary,  and  of  the  same  age^  as  her  bas- 
tard brother,  the  Lord  James,  who  was  born,  in  March 
1 SSO- 1 .  If  Bothwell,  then,  was  born^  in  1 5S 1 ,  he  was  29, 
at  the  epoch  of  that  letter,  from  Throckmorton,  in  Novem- 
ber 1560. 

•  The  four  Commissioners,  who  were  sent  over,  by  Mary, 
to  manage  her  affairs,  in  the  meantime,  were  the  Laird  of 
Craigmillar,  Ogilvie  of  Findlater,  who  afterwards  acted  as 
the  Comptroller  of  her  household^  Robert  Leslie,  and  John 
Lumisden.     But,  none  of  those  measures  took  effect ;  as 

VOL.  HI.  c 
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ceived,  that  such  discordant  characters,  or 
three  of  them,  could  not  act,  amicably,  to- 
gether. When  the  notorious  Randolph,  Eli- 
zabeth's agent,  who,  for  some  time,  had  lurked 
about  the  petty  court  of  the  Duke,  at  Hamil- 
ton, gave  an  account  to  Secretary  Cecil,  oi\ 
Bothwell's  arrival,  at  Edinburgh,  he  said,  he 
could  not  foresee,  how  Bothwell,  and  Arran, 
would  settle  their  accounts,  with  an  allusion 
to  the  interception  of  Cockburn,  with  the 
crowns  of  Ehzabeth.' 

they  were  not  approved,  by  the  Duke,  Lord  James,  and 
other  popular  leaders.  They  arrived,  at  Edinburgh,  before 
the  first  week  of  Febraary  1^60-1,  when  Secretary  Mait- 
land  wormed  himself  into  their  confidence ;  learned  from 
them  their  objecta ;  obtained  a  copy  of  their  instructions  : 
and  sent  them,  with  the  Estate  of  Scotland,  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Cecil.  The  whole  of  those  documents  are  in  the  Paper 
Office:  No.  n  of  the  New  leriei  of  Bundle*.  Thus  early 
did  Secretary  Maitland  begin  to  betray  bis  Queen,  and 
country  to  Elizabeth. 

'  Hardwick's  St.  Papers.  The  Earl  of  Arran,  the  duke'a 
etdeat  eon,  had  been  brought  from  Fnuice,  and  smuggled, 
into  Scotland,  through  the  impervious  borders  into  Lanark- 
shire  during  the  preceding  yew,  by  Cecil,  who  supplied 
him,  with  mon*y,  and,  what  waj  of  more  importance  to 
Arran,  with  recommendations,  A  very  long  letter,  from 
Randolph,  and  a  dispatch,  from  Secretary  Maitland,  early  in 
February  15C0-1,  gave  the  English  Secretary  a  complete 
view  of  Mary's  affairs,  in  Scotland,  at  that  distracted  period, 
IPapti  Office-}  Cecil  was  thus  induced  to  write  the  memO' 
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While  the  men  of  Scotland  remained,  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty,  as  to  the  course,  which 
the  widowed  Queen  would  pursue,  Bothwell, 
and  Arran,  probably,  kept  out  of  one  another's 
way.  Bothwell,  easily,  perceived,  that  he  could 
not  serve  the  Queen,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, and  that  he  could  not  remain,  safely, 
in  Scotland :  Thus  was  he  induced  to  retire  to 
France,  where  he  acted,  in  the  Queen's  service, 
till  her  return,  in  August  1561,  to  her  native 
kingdom,  which  was  then  governed,  by  the 
usurped  authority  of  the  duke,  and  the  priori 

The  Queen,  on  her  arrival,  appointed  her 
bastard  brother,  the  Liord  James,  for  her  Mi- 
nister, though  he  had  been  the  chief  usurper. 
His  followers  were  of  couree  the  OflBcers  of 
State.  Yet,  when  she  settled  her  Privy  Council, 


rial  of  the  20th  of  March  1560-1^  for  Randolph's  instruc- 
tbn,  which  Keith  copied  into  his  History^  p.  158-9.  The 
historian^  mistakingly^  supposed^  that  Randolph  was  then 
dispatched  into  Scotland  :  But,  Sadler's  letters  evince,  that 
under  various  names,  Randolph  had  long  lurked,  in  that 
distracted  nation,  as  Elizabeth's  corrupt  agent,  and  resided^ 
chiefly,  at  Hamilton,  near  the  duke*8  court, 

^  Keith,  S88 :  The  name  of  Bothwell  does  not,  as  we 
might  easily  suppose,  appear  among  those  nobles,  to  whom 
the  ruling  junto  sent  letters  to  appear,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the 
3 1  St  of  August,  to  receive  the  Queem  Treasurer's  BookSf 
7-8  August  J  561. 
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on  the  6th  of  September^  Both  well  was  appoint- 
ed a  member,  though  he  was  not  then  present/ 
On  the  llth  of  November  1561,  measures  were 
adopted,  for  preserving  the  quiet  of  the  country : 
Bothwell  was,  by  the  Queen,  induced  to  en- 
gage not  to  injure  Lord  Seaton,  and  Liord 
Seaton  promised  not  to  injure  Earl  Bothwell : 
James^  the  Commendator  of  St.  Andrews  and 
Pittenweem,  and  Cockburn  of  Ormiston,  were 
obliged  to  engage  to  keep  the  peace  towards 
Earl  Bothwell,  and  he  was  equally  obliged  to 
promise  not  to  injure  them  :*  Yet,  was  the 
enmity,  of  the  Commendator  to  the  Earl  im- 
placable, though  the  appearance  of  reconcile* 
ment  was  sometimes  alSected. 

The  new  year  opened  with  some  softer  scenes. 
On  Sunday,  the  llth  of  January  1561-2,  the 
Lord  John,  another  bastard  brother  of  the 
Queen,  the  Commendator  of  Coldingham,  mar. 
ried  Jane,  the  sister  of  Bothwell,  at  Crichton- 

'  Prioy  Council  Reg.  He  was  present^  however^  on  the  ISth 
of  October.     Id. 

•  Id, — Yet,  in  March  1562,  BothweU  beset  Cockburn  of 
Oimiston^  his  wife  and  8on>  while  hunting :  and  having 
carried  the  boy  towards  Crichton^castle^  the  country  people 
rescued  him.  This^  said  Randolph  to  Cecil,  gave  great 
offence  to  the  Queen,  and  her  coundl :  It  is  but  a  small  mi- 
tigation of  this  outrage,  that  the  period,  for  which  Bodiwell 
was  to  keep  the  peace,  had  expired. 


I 


V.  Earf  BotAweH.]    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  17 

castle,  Ihe  QiiL'cn  being  present;  and  iimch 
good  sport,  and  mauy  pitetiines,  there  were, 
said  Raodolpit  to  Cecil.  Yet,  such  was  the 
turbulence  of  late  times,  that  the  Queen  was 
ioduced,  to  use  every  proper  art,  to  pre- 
serve the  peace:  On  the  20th  of  February 
1561-3,  she  obliged  Bothwell,  and  Arran,  to 
enter  into  engagements  to  keep  the  peace,  though 
Arran  acted,  with  a  very  ill  grace.'  Arran 
indulged  his  habitual  passions,  till  turbulence 
ended  in  insanity.  At  the  end  of  March  1562, 
he  accused  Bothwell  of  conspiring  with  himself, 
and  his  relation  Gawin  Hamilton,  the  Com- 
mendator  of  Kilwinning,  to  carry  oiT  the 
Queen  to  Dumbarton-castle,  and  to  kill  her 
chief  iBioistcrs.  On  this  frantick  charge,  Both- 
well,  and  Hamilton,  were  imprisoned.  Exami- 
nations before  the  Queen,  and  her  council, 
immediately  took  place,  at  St.  Andrews  :  And 
tlie  insanity  of  Arran  soon  appeared  to  all 
dispassionate  persons,  from  his  affirming,  and 
disavowing,  from  his  prevarication,  and  raving." 

'  Id.  Randolph,  on  thai  occasion,  wrote  to  Cecil,  "  that 
"  tli<t«  waa  much  ado  to  agree  ArTB.D,  and  Bothwell ;  and 
"  that  Arran  showed  a  refractory  spirit,  and  obstinately  re- 
"  mated  the  endeavours  of  the  Queen,  and  council,  to 
"  produce  peace."  Dupateha  in  the  Paper  Office,  S8th  Feb. 
loSlrt  March  ISfil-?. 

■  Rntidfilph  stated  tn  Cecil,  "  tlial  there  appeared  little  of 
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Yet,  did  the  Queen's  minister,  who  had  been 
created  Earl  of  Mar,  and  ceased  to  be  Com- 
mendator,  pursue  this  affair,  with  great  eager-  ' 
nes3,  from  his  enmity  to  Bothwell,  who  was  ■ 
continued  in  prison,  by  the  guilty  influence  of 
Mar,  though  Bothwell  demanded  a  tiial.  After 
remaining  six  weeks  a  prisoner,  in  the  castle 
of  St.  Andrews,  Bothwell  was  removed  to 
the  castle  of  Edinburgh ;  whence,  he  escap- 
ed, on  the  28th  of  August  1562.  Bothwell  now 
retired  to  the  castle  of  Hermitage,  in  Liddis- 
dale,  where  he  remained,  till  the  ruin  of  Hunt- 
ley gave  him  intimations,  that  he  was  no 
longer  safe,  in  Scotland  :  He  now  took  ship- 
ping from  North  Berwick  ;  but  the  vessel  being 
driven  into  Holy  Island,  he  was  arrested,  by 
Elizabeth's  officers."     If  it  were  asked,  by  what 


"  such  an  attempt ;  that  there  was  nut  suilicieiit  evidence, 
"  to  criminate  Bothwell;  and  that  Arran  did  not  abide,  by 
"  his  accusation,  but  rather  denied  the  whole,  to  the  greM 
"  misUking'  of  all  men,  who  see  his  manner  of  dealing." 
DupaUhei  in  the  Paper  Office,  from  the  9th  to  the  95tb  of 
April,  1562. 

■  Randolph  wrole  to  Cecil  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  SSd 
of  January  iSfiV-S  :  "  As  soon  as  I  learned,  that  the  ship,  in 
"  which  Bothwell  liud  departed,  was  arrived  at  Holy  Island, 
"  I,  by  the  advice  of  Murray,  and  Maltland,  wrote  the 
"  Queen's  officers,  at  Berwick  to  have  him  seized,  which 
"  was  done  :  1  have  intiuinte<l  lliis  lu  the  Scotish  Queen, 
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authority  a  Peer,  and  Privy  Counsellor  of  Scot- 
land, who  was  driven,  by  stress  of  weather  into 
Holy  Island,  was  detained,  in  the  time  of 
peace,  and  sent  prisoner  to  London ;  the  an- 
swer must  be,  the  spleen  of  Elizabeth,  the 
enmity  of  Randolph,  and  the  hatred  of  Mar. 
In  London,  was  he  detained,  by  those  guilty 
passions,  for  more  than  a  twelvemonth.  At 
length,  Mary,  in  January  1563-4,  at  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  Both  welFs  mother,  and  his  other 
relations,  requested  her  good  sister  of  England, 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  into  foreign 
parts :  This  request  was  now  complied  with  ; 
as  his  detention  could  not  be  justified,  by  any 
allowed  principle  of  any  law. 

Meantime,  as  soon  as  it  was  known,  that 
Bothwell  had  fled,  from  Hermitage-castle,  a 
herald  was  sent,  to  demand  the  possession  of 
this  strong  hold,  for  the  Queen's  service.  It 
was  delivered  to  the  charge  of  Robert  Elliot,  as 


'*  who  desired  to  have  him  sent  to  Scotland.**  Randolph 
added,  ''  that  Murray,  Argyle,  Maitland,  and  others,  in- 
'*  trigued  with  him,  to  have  Bothwell  detained,  in  England, 
**  of  which  he  was  a  determined  enemy.**  IDispatches  in  the 
Paper  Office.']  In  the  same  Office,  there  is  a  formal  warrant 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  the  18th  of  March  1502-3  5  re- 
quiring her  officers  to  bring  Bothwell  to  London. 

^Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil,  of  the  20th  of  December 
1562. 
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Deputy  Keeper  of  Liddisdale,  for  the  Queen,  at 
a  salary  of  100  marks,  with  possession  of  the 
domains."  This  caslle  seems  to  have  been  the 
Queen's,  whereof  Botbwell  was  only  the  keeper. 
But,  so  restless  a  man,  could  not  be  quiet,  ia 
France  ;  where,  he  threw  out  menaces  both 
against  Elizabeth,  and  Mary,  and  their  several 
ministers :  At  length,  he  requested  eitlier  li- 
berty to  return  home,  or  to  have  means  to  live 
abroad.'  Bothwell  returned  to  Scotland,  in 
March  I564-5.  He,  naturally,  visited  bis  mo- 
ther; he  appeared  in  various  places:  But,  be 
could  find  safety  nowhere.  He  was  watched, 
by  the  English  Wardens,  on  the  borders ;  and 
he  was  eagerly  pursued,  by  Murray,  whom  he 


>  privy  Council  Reg.    of   <tal«  the  18th  of  June  1563. 
William  Douglas  of  Covers  bec&me  security,  that  Elli 
would  act,  honestly,  and  redeliver  the  Castle,  wheu 
quired. 

*  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil  on  tite  4th  of  March  1564-1 
"  They  (the  Scots  iniiiiat«rB  of  State)  think  him  worthy 
"  no  fevour  that  coospired  lo  kill  the  Queen,  and  those 
"  credit  about  her."  This  intimation  plainly  alluded 
groundless  accusation  of  the  frantick  Arran.  Randolph  again 
wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  I5th  of  March  ;  "  The  Queen  [Mary] 
"  misliketh  Bothwell's  coming  home;  and  hath  nummoued 
"  him  to  undergo  the  law,  or  be  proclaimed  a  rebel :  He  ia 
"  charged  to  have  spoken  dishonourably  of  the  Queen,  and 
"  threatened  to  kill  Murray,  and  Maitlnnd  :  David  Piingle, 
"  one  of  Bolhwell's  aervant«,  will  verify  it."     Keith,  "279. 
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had  grievously  offended,  by  opprobrious  words, 
which  he  was  said  to  have  spoken,  in  France.^ 
Bothwell  still  remained,  in  Hermitage-castle, 
at  the  end  of  March  1565,  where  he  had  a  great 
fidlowing  of  Liddisdale  men.  But,  by  the 
Queen's  direction,  he  was  obliged  to  engage, 
that  he  would  appear  before  the  Justice-court, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  then  next.  Argyle,  the 
Justiciary,  and  Murray,  the   Minister,  came 

^  Bedford's  MS.  correspondence  with  Cecily  in  the  Paper 
Office.    On  the  9dd  of  March  1564-5,  Bedford,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Berwick,  asked  Cecil,  to  tell  him  the  Queen's 
pleasure,  touching  Bothwell,  if  he  should  come  witi)in  his 
charge;  for  except,   he   were  otherwise  commanded,  he 
meant  to  stay  him,  being  so  required  to  do  by  the  Court  *qf 
Scotland.     [Id.]     Bedford  even  supposed  Bothwell  to  be 
comforted,  by  the  Scotish  Queen,  as  he  informed  Cecil.  [Jd.] 
And,  yet,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month  of  March,  Ran- 
dolph wrote  to  Cecil,  that  Bothwell  hath  grievously  offended 
the  Queen  of  Scots,  by  words  spoken  against  the  English 
Queen,  and  also  against  herself  3  calling  her  the  CardinaVs 
hoore ;  and  she  hath  sworn  to  me  upon  her  honour,  that  he 
shall  never  receivefavour  at  her  hands.**     [/c/.]  Cardinal  Bea- 
ton, we  may  remember,  was  assassinated,  on  the  29th  of 
May  1546,  when  Mary  was,  scarcely,  four  years  old.     In 
the  scandalous  Chronicle  of  the  pious  Knox,  the  Queen,  as 
we  may  recollect,  was  said  to  be  the  Cardinals  child  -,  and 
Randolph  must  have  misunderstood  the  scurrility  of  Both- 
well*s  tongue:      We  may  perceive,  however,  how  giDss 
were  the  manners  of  that  reformed  age,  among  a  coarse 
people,  and  unmanncred  nobles 
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into  Edinburgh,  about  the  1st  of  May  1565,  at 
the  head  of  five  thousand  men,  to  hold  the 
Justice-court,  where  Bothwell  was  to  be  tried, 
for  his  misdemeanors.  Bothwell,  however, 
declined  to  meet  such  foes,  and  such  a  force.' 
As  he  now  saw,  that  he  had  few  friends,  many 
enemies,  with  two  governments,  to  pursue  him, 
Bothwell  embarked  at  North  Berwick,  for 
foreign  parts,  at  the  end  of  April  1565.''  As 
Bedford,  and  Randolph,  had  thus  obtained 
I  their  several  ends,  by  the  expulsion  of  Both- 
well,  their  pens,   for  some    months,  do    not 


'  Randoljili'a  correapondence  with  Cecil,  in  the  Paper 
Office.  According  to  Randolph's  representation,  there 
■would  have  been  a  larger  army,  in  Edinburgh,  on  that  taiH' 
das,  'f  ""c  Queen  had  not  objecled— lo  the  bringing  of  so 
many  undisciplined  men  into  her  presence,— and  Boihwell's 
forfeiture,  would  have  been  greater,  if  the  Queen  had  not 
interposed.  [H.]  Argyle,  and  Murray,  had  an  interest,  in 
pursuing  Bothwell,  to  a  complete  forfeiture  ;  as  they  would 
have  divided  his  estates,  and  offices,  between  ihein:  But, 
the  Queen  had  no  such  interest,  and  felt  no  such  enmity, 
whatever  she  may  have  sworn  upoa  her  honour  to  Randolph; 
Afgyle  had  married  the  bastard  sister  of  Murray;  and  she 
received  from  Mary  a  pension,  as  her  bastard  sister,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Treasurer's  books.  It  waa  plmnly  the  object 
of  Murray,  to  ruin  every  noble,  who  obstructed  his  views, 
as  he  had  ruined  Huntley,  and  SuiherhinJ. 

*'  Randolph's   correspondence  with    Cecil,  in  the  Taper 

omce. 
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meotion  the  man,  whom  they  hated,  and  ma- 
ligned/ 

A  new  scene  Gi  trouble  was  now  ready  to  ' 
open*  The  Queen,  according  to  her  duty,  had 
resolved  to  marry«  Her  purpose  was  opposed 
by  the  Duke  of  Chattelherault,  her  presumptive 
heir,  and  by  Murray,  her  bastard  brother,  who 
had  long  had  his  head,  and  hand,  and  heart, 
upon  her  sceptre  ;  and  by  all,  who  were  con- 
nected with  them,  in  interest,  or  in  faction. 
They  carried  their  opposition,  under  the  en- 
couragement of  Elizabeth,  the  full  length  of 
rebellion.  And  yet,  the  Queen  married  her 
cousin,  Darnley,  to  whom  there  could  be  no 
political  objection,  on  the  29th  of  July  1565. 
The  Queen  now  found  it  necessary,  as  her  mo- 
ther had  equally  done,  to  conciliate  many 
friends,  for  her  support  against  Elizabeth,  and 
Cecil,  Chattelherault,  and  Murray,  while  Mor- 
ton, and  Maitland,  remained,  in  her  councils. 


'  Randolph^  indeed^  wrote  to  Cecily  on  the  4th  of  July 
1565  ',  **  It  is  said,  that  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  Lord 
Seton,  are  sent  for,  which  hath  the  appearance  of  truth  ;  as 
they  are  fit  men,  to  serve,  in  this  world  :  It  is  wished,  if 
they  do  arrive,  in  England,  that  they  may  be  put  in  good 
surety,  for  a  time.*'  Keith,  295.  But,  Murray  had  now  left 
the  court ;  and  was  preparing,  for  rebellion,  under  Eliza- 
beth's incitements,  against  Mary's  marriage. 

'  Birrcl's  Diary. 
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to  betray  her.*  The  popularity,  which  attended 
the  Queen's  marriage,  seems  to  have  crushed 
the  rebellion,  and  to  have  expelled  the  rd[)ellious 
chiefs.**  If  we  might  credit  a  corrapt  agent, 
we  ought  to  believe,  that  jars  soon  arose,  be- 
tween the  Queen,  and  Darnley.'    Bothweli,  in 


*  On  the  5th  of  August  1565,  the  Earls  of  BothweU,  and 
Sutherland,  were  allowed  to  return  home.  Keith,  310:  On 
the  5th,  a  remission  was  granted  to  Bothweli,  '*  for  his 
breaking  ward  out  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  without  li- 
cence.'* [Priioy  Seal  Reg.']  On  the  6th  of  August,  the  Earl 
Murray  was  denounced  a  rebel,  and  driven  into  England. 

^  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  8th  of  October  1565  : 
This  day,  the  Queen  hath  marched  to  Ihimfries :  Huntley, 
and  Bothweli,  are  the  new  counsellors.  [Keith,  Jpp,  165.] 
On  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  Bothweli  was  present  in 
Council,  at  Castle-hill,  on  the  road  to  Dumfries :  And,  he 
was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  army,  under  Damley,  the 
King  ',  the  Queen  being  present.   [16.  115.] 

'  On  the  10th  of  the  same  October,  Randolph  wrote  to 
Cecil,  that,  "  Jar$  have  already  risen,  between  the  Queen 
and  Damley ;  she  to  have  her  will  one  way ;  and  he  ano« 
ther  :  He  to  have  his  father,  for  Lieutenant  General;  and 
she  to  have  BothwelW*  ^MS.  Correspondence  in  the  Paper 
Office.]  The  fact  is,  that  they  were  both  Lieutenant  Ge- 
nerals ;  Lennox,  in  the  West  -,  and  Bothweli,  in  the  South, 
where  his  estates,  and  interests,  lay.  On  the  22d  of 
the  same  month,  at  Edinburgh,  the  King,  and  Queen, 
issued  a  charge  to  the  Wardens  of  the  Marches,  to  pre- 
vent the  emissaries  of  the  rebels,  who  had  fled  into  Eng- 
land, from  disturbing  the  borders  :  And,  they  commanded 


J.  Earl  Bothwdl.]    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  26 

proportion  to  his  nataral  power,  from  bis  pos- 
sessions, and  offices,  which  he  held,  from  de- 
scent, hereditarily,  and  to  his  recent  services, 
when  so  many  of  the  nobles  were  in  a  state  of 
revolt,  acquired  some  credit  with  the  Queen, 
and  Darnley.  He  attended  the  publick  councils, 
wherein  were  so  many  counsellors,  to  betray 
them ;  and  be  was  employed,  as  a  Commis* 
sioner,  on  the  Borders,  to  settle  never-ending 
disputes,  among  rugged  men,  being  Lieutenant 
of  the  Marches,  with  England.  As  early  as 
October  1565,  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  in  his 
usual  style,  of  insidious  sarcasm,  "  My  Lord 
Bothwell,  for  his  great  virtue,  doth  now  all, 
next  to  the  Earl  of  Athole.''  The  English  agent 
ought  to  have  excepted,  also  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ion, and  Secretary  Maitland,  who  virtutmsly^ 
remained,  as  he  had  lately  said  to  Cecil,  with 
the  Queen,  watching  every  occasion,  to  betray 
her  into  the  rebels'  fangs,  and  Elizabeth's 
prison  ^ 

the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  Lieutenant  General  of  all  the  Marches, 
to  see  their  orders  fulfilled.  [Keith's  ^pp.  116.]  Bothwell 
then  lay,  with  a  force,  on  the  West  Borders.  Meantime, 
the  English  Wardens  seem  to  have  gained  the  Liddisdale  men. 
[lb.  165,  Correspondence  in  the  Paper  Office.] 

J  On  the  29th  of  January  1565-6,  Randolph  wrote  to 
Cecil:  "  The  Scotish  Queen  hath  appointed  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  and  the  Laird  of  Cessford  (the  Warden  of  the 
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The  reprobated  Bothwell,  meantime,  sought 
some  solace,  from  softer  scenes :  At  the  pru- 
dent age  of  thirty  five,  he  married  the  Lady 
Jane  Gordon,  the  excellent  sister  of  the  Eiirl  of 
Huntley,  and  the  fourth  cousin  of  Bothwell 
himself,  in  the  chapel  of  Holyrood-house,  on  the 
22d  of  February  I060-O  ;  but,  refusing,  as  we 
are  told,  the  Queen's  request,  to  be  married,  la 
the  Roman  Catholick  manner,  though  the  lady 
was  of  that  persuasion.  The  King,  and  Queeo, 
[  made  the  banquet,  the  first  day  ;  and  the  feast- 
L  ing  continued  five  days,  with  justing,  and  tour- 


Hiddle  Marches)  to  meet  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  Sir  John 
Forater,  to  settle  the  matters  in  debate,  between  the  two 
realms  :  I  told  the  ScotJsh  Queen,  that  Bothwell  was  aper- 
tan  tinted  by  the  EngUth  Queen ;  and  known  not  bi  incline  to 
peace  ;  so  that  if  bad  consequences  fallowed,  ahe  had  her- 
self only  to  blame  :  She  answered,  that  she  could  also  make 
exceptions  against  Bedford  j  and  so  would  not  name  ano- 
ther person,  in  the  place  of  Bothwell."  [Keith's  Jpp.  186.] 
Bothwell,  and  Ker,  could  not  be  more  corrupt,  and  insi- 
dious, than  Bedford,  and  Forster  ;  as  their  correspondence 
with  Cecil  evinces  ;  and  their  actions  on  the  Borders  demon- 
strate. On  the  8th  of  February  following,  Bedford  wrote 
to  Cecil  that;  "  he  despairs  of  Justice  on  the  Borders,  while 
Bothwell  is  Warden,  [Lieutenant]  who  neither  fears  God, 
nor  loves  justice."  On  the  6th  of  April  1565,  Bedford  had 
already  written  to  Cecil:  "  I  assure  you.  Bothwell  is  as 
naughty  a  man,  as  liveth,  and  much  given  to  the  most  detest- 
able vices.'*   ICorreaporidmce  in  the  Paper  Office,] 
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nameots^  at  which  were  made  six  knights  of 
of  Flfe.^  This  marriage,  though  the  nuptial 
benediction  had  been  given,  by  the  Iady*s  uncle, 
Gordon,  the  bishop  of  Galloway,  who  had  re- 
nounced the  ancient  fieiith,  was  neither  fruitful, 
nor  fortunate. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  epoch  of  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  deeds,  which  is  not 
outdone  in  atrocity,  by  any  event,  in  the  his- 
tory of  man,  during  the  corruptest  ages.  It 
was  the  assassination  of  Rizzio,  the  Queen's 
private  Secretary,  in  her  own  presence,  on  the 
9th  of  March  1565-6.  As  this  atrocious  deed 
was  perpetrated  by  a  conspiracy  of  her  own 
ministers,  in  concert  with  Elizabeth,  the  Scot- 
ish  Queen  was  completely  surprised.  The 
Lord  Chancellor,  Morton,  with  an  armed  force, 
attacked  the  Queen's  palace,  at  Edinburgh, 
she  being  then  within  it,  and  far  advanced,  in 
a  pregnant  state ;  her  husband,  with  the  crown 
matrimonial,  on  his  head,  conducted  the  assas- 
sins, by  private  passages,  into  the  Queen's  clo- 
set, who  was  sitting  at  supper,  with  her  sister, 
the  Countess  of  Argyle.  Huntley,  Bothwell, 
Sutherland,  and  others,  attempted,  resolutely, 

^  Pitacottie^  217.  The  marriage  contract^  which  was 
dated  on  the  9th  of  February  lb6b'6,  is  recorded  in  the 
PrUn/  Seal  Reg.  xxx.  fol.  8. 
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to  resist  Morton  ;  but,  they  were  overpowered, 
and  obliged  to  eave  themselves  by  flight.  The 
Secretary  of  StatCj  the  able,  but  insidious 
Maitland, entertained  below,  the  Earlof  Athole  ; 
forgetting  to  reveal  to  the  Queen  what  he  knew 
of  that  odious  deed.  This  great  cou8[jiracy  had 
for  its  treasonous  objects  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  which  would  have  attainted  the 
late  rebels,  and  prevented  the  pardon  of  Murray, 
with  his  traitorous  friends,  who  were  then  har- 
boured, by  Elizabeth,  the  Queen's  virtuous  cou- 
sin of  England  ;  And  it  completely  answered 
both  those  ends,  though  by  the  commission  of 
such  mighty  crimes,  it  appeared,  that  there 
were  other  naughty  men,  in  Scotland,  besides 
the  naughty  Bothwell.  'ITie  Queen,  by  great 
efforts  of  address,  and  resolution,  persuaded 
her  guilty  husband,  to  flee  with  her,  from  so 
terrible  a  scene,  to  Dunbar-castle,  where  she 
was  safe,  from  Morton's  violence,  Mait  land's 
perfidy,  and  Ruthven's  venom.  Athole  and 
Fleming,  Livingston,  and  others,  who  were 
then  present  in  Ilolyrood-house,  unconscious 
of  the  approach  of  such  a  storm,  hardly  es- 
caped, from  the  spears  of  the  conspirators. 
Huntley,  and  Bothwell,  who  a-sisted  the 
Queen's  escape,  accompanied  her  to  the  same 
fintlet ;  where  she  was  joined,  by  so  many  con- 
siderable men,  with  their  forces,  that  she  mar- 
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ched  back  to  Eklinbargh,  on  the  18tb  of  March, 
in  triumphant  array.  The  friends  of  the  con- 
spirators now  fled,  in  their  turn,  from  that  tur- 
bulent city,  which,  under  the  Provost's  mfluexice^ 
had  aided  the  conspirators.'  Morton,  Ruthven, 
and  other  tmitors,  found  their  safest  shelter 
under  Elizabeth's  wings.  Bothwell,on  that  emer- 
gency^ had  acted  so  faithfully,  when  the  officers 
of  State  had  acted  so  knavishly,  that  Preston, 
the  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  Keeper  of  Dun- 
bar-castle^  was  deprived :  And  Botbwell,  who 
had  merited  reward,  was  on  the  24th  of  March 
1565-6^  appointed  Governor,  in  his  room.  As 
Dunbar-castle  lay  contiguous  to  his  estates,  and 
those  of  his  friends,  with  the  lands  appropriated 
for  its  support ;"  these  grants  were  of  great  im- 
portance to  Botbwell. 

'  Simon  Preston,  the  Laird  of  Craigmillar,  who  had  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Monteith  of  Kers,  and  the  sister  of  the 
Secretary's  wife.  [Haynes,  359.]  The  Provost  acted  under 
the  Secretary's  influence,  who  was  the  contriver  of  the  con- 
qnracy. 

"*  Privy  Seal  Reg,  xxxv.  fol.  4.  lliis  charge,  and  lands, 
bad  been  held,  by  Bothwell*8  brother-in-law,  the  Lord  John, 
who  died  at  the  end  of  1563  :  the  trust  of  keeping  this 
castle  was  thereupon  given  to  Simon  Preston,  the  faithless 
brother  of  the  Secretary,  who  held  it,  at  the  epoch  of  Mur- 
ray's rebellion  -,  when  he  represented  the  insufficient  equip- 
ment of  that  important  strong  hold.  [Prit^  Council  Reg, 
S4th  of  August  1 565.] 

VOL.  III.  D 
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Considering  tlieadvancedcondition  of  Mary's 
pregnancy,  she  followed  the  advice,  which  was 
insidiously  given  lier,  of  retiring  into  Edia- 
burgh-castle,  as  the  safest  place,  for  a  pregnant 
Queen,  during  such  a  state  of  treacherous  so- 
ciety. And,  wishing  for  a  few  moments  of 
quiet,  after  such  a  shock,  she  endeavoui-ed  to 
promote  general  amity."  She  again  took  Darn- 
ley  to  her  bosom,  who  avowed  his  penitence. 
She  sent  for  Argyle,  and  Murray,  whom  she 
tried  to  reconcile  to  Huntley,  and  Bothwell, 
Her  two  brothers,  Argyle,  and  Murray,  soon 
acquired  their  wonted  sway  over  her  spirit,  and 
with  it  the  governance  of  the  castle,"  Hunt- 
ley, and  Bothwell,  applied  for  permission  to 
lodge,  in  the  castle;  but  were  positively  re- 
fused :*  And  Bothwell  was  soon  after  sent  to  the 


•  The  above  advice  httd  proceeded  from  the  Jointartifices 
of  Cecil,  and  Murray,  who  sufiposed,  that  it  was  more  than 
probable,  ihat  Mary  would  never  rise  from  her  chilJ-bedf. 
considering  recent  events. 

•  Argyle  married  Mary's  bastard  sister,  and  Murray  v 
her  bastard  brother. 

r  There  remains,  in  the  Paper  Office,  a  long  letter  from 
Randolph  to  Cecil,  of  the  7th  of  June  1566,  only  a  dozen 
days  before  the  accouchement  of  Mary,  which  contains  many 
curious  particulars :  Argyle  still  solicited  for  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  and  his  friends,  without  success ;  Lethington  was 
ordered  to  ward  himself,  ia  Caithness  :  The  Clerk  RegisM 
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Borders,  as  Lieutenant,  to  preserve  order,  and 
to  watch  the  motions  of  Morton.  Had  any  ac- 
cident happened  to  Mary,  during  her  accouche- 
ment, as  had  been  looked  for,  with  willing  eyes, 
Murray,  in  the  absence  of  the  legal  heir,  would 
have  retained  the  castle,  and  with  it  the  sove- 
rrignty  of  the  kingdom  :  With  a  view  to  such 
an  event,  Huntley,  and  BothweU,  were  kept  out 
of  tBe  castle,  as  lodgers. 

Yet,  was  it  about  that  time,  or  rather  earlier, 
that  Robertson  assures  us,  a  new  favourite 
grew  into  great  credit  with  the  Queen,  and 

was  charged  to  remain  beyond  the  Tay :  The  fate  of  others 
of  Murray's  friends  was  postponed^  '*  till  it  be  known  what 
shall  become  of  the  Queen,  in  the  time  of  her  travel  /'  and 
Randolph  remained^  by  order«  at  Berwick,  till  that  event 
took  place.  The  Queen  made  her  will.  The  Queen's  hus- 
band is  recovered  -,  and  these  two  are  reconciled :  The  Earls 
of  Argle,  and  Murray,  lodge  in  the  Castle^  and  keep  house 
together.  The  Earls  of  Huntley,  and  BothweU,  wished,  also, 
to  have  lodged  there :  but  were  refused.  The  Bishop  of  Ross 
hath  now  the  chief  management  of  affairs  :  The  parson  of 
Fleisk  (Sir  J.  Balfour)  is  not  so  far  in  credit,  as  he  hath 
been.  At  such  a  moment,  the  foregoing  particulars  are  very 
carious,  and  important.  Randolph  added  :  '*  The  Earl  of 
BothweU  hath  the  whole  inheritance  of  Dunbar,  given  unto 
him}  but,  the  castle  is  reserved  to  the  Queen.*'  Yet,  we 
have  just  seen,  from  the  Privy  Seal  Record,  that  he  was  only 
made  keeper  of  the  castle,  with  the  use  of  the  castle  lands : 
We  may  thus  see  how  calumny  was  then  propagated. 
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soon  gained  an  ascendant  over  ber  heart,  which 
encouraged  his  enterprising  genius,  to  form  de- 
signs, which  proved  fatal  to  himself,  and  the 
occasion  of  all  Mary's  subsequent  misfortunes  : 
This  was  James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  continues 
the  historian,  whom  her  gratitude  loaded  with 
marks  of  her  bounty;  she  raised  him  to  offices 
of  profit,  and  of  trust,  and  transacted  no  mat- 
ter of  importance,  without  his  advice.'  Thus 
ignorant  was  Robertson  of  the  historical  cir- 
cumstances of  that  period,  and  even  of  the 
various  influences  of  Murray,  and  of  Bothwel 
who  enjoyed  those  offices,  hereditarily. 

Whatever  forebodings  there  may  have  bf 
of  Mary's  miscarriage,  or  other  misfortune,  she 
was  safely  delivered  of  a  son,  on  the  19th  of 
June  1566.     The  month   of  her  confinemenl 

I  Bial.  Scot.  i.  382  :  For  that  nbsurd  narrative,  he  ijuot 
[  Ibose  ioterpolated  books,  Melvill's  Mem.  133  ;  and  Knoi 

Wliile  the  historian  makes  Bothwell  gain  a 
hlfenc^  oi'er  the  heart  of  Mary,  Bothwell  had  been  married  I 
I  I<ady  Jaae  Gordon  only  two  months  before,  that  is,  o 
Rd  of  February  1665-6^  and  the  Queen  was  now  pregoi 

a  child  six  or  seven  months  old.  We  have  seen  abon 
from  Randolph's  information  to  Cecil,  that  Murray  hiid,  j 
that  time,  the  chief  influence  over  the  Queen,  with  the  p 
session  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  his  uncle,  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  was  then  Govenior  ;  nnd  that  Bothwell  was 
even  sent  out  of  the  way  to  the  Borders,  where  he  wu 
lieutenant. 
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expired^  on  the  19th  of  the  subsequent  July: 
and,  it  was  imagined,  perhaps  by  her  physician, 
that  a  change  of  air  would  contribute  greatly 
to  re-establish  her  usual  strength.  As  she 
could  not  ride,  and  had  no  wheel  carriage,  she 
went  to  AUoa-house,  in  a  ship,  along  the  Forth, 
accompanied,  by  Murray,  by  Mar,  the  lord  of 
the  mansion,  by  Bothwell,  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral, and  by  other  courtiers  ;  Darnley  follow- 
ing, by  land/  It  was  here,  that  she  received 
into  her  presence,  her  Secretary  Maitland,  who 
was  only  another  name,  for  talents,  and  trea- 

'  Keith,  345.  On  the  ^9th  of  July  1566,  there  is,  in  the 
Treasurer's  Accounts,  a  charge  of  ten  shillings  paid  a  boy, 
for  canying  close  writings  to  the  Queen,  at  Alloa,  lliis 
shows,  that  she  went  earlier  to  Alloa,  than  Keith,  and  others » 
supposed.  Buchanan,  in  his  usual  strain  of  deliberate  fal- 
sification, says,  the  Queen  went  thither,  with  pirates,  that 
is,  with  the  Lord  Admiral  and  his  men  c  And,  she  rejected 
Darnley  :  But,  we  have  seen,  in  Randolph's  dispatch,  to 
Cecil,  that  the  Queen  and  Darnley,  were  reconciled,  in  the 
castle.  The  fact  is,  which  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
that  Darnley,  after  the  shocking  scrape  into  which  he  had 
been  led,  by  Murray,  Morton,  Maitland,  and  others,  could 
not  look  into  their  treacherous  faces ;  and  of  course  he  could 
not  go  into  a  ship,  with  them,  nor  remain  in  a  house,  with 
them  :  He  had  not  learned,  to  smiley  and  smile,  and  be  a  vil- 
lain. These  intimations  explain  much  of  poor  Darnley *s 
conduct,  who  was  still  very  youug,  and  still  very  inex- 
perienced :  And,  the  Queen  could  not,  easily,  govern,  with- 
out the  aid  of  those  odious  men. 
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chery :  And,  he  was  the  first  of  Rizzio's  assas- 
sins,  whom  she   forgave,    at  the  instance   of 
t  Atliole,  and  Murray,  though  much  against  the 
'  opposition  of  Bothwel),  and  the  inclination  of 
I  Darn  ley.' 

The  Queen  did  not  remain  long  at  the  hoi 

[  pitable  seat  of  Alloa  :    The  King  departed,  fofl 

[  Tweedale,  to  hunt,  accompanied,  by  Huntley, 

'  Bothweii,  Murray,  and  other  courtiers.     But, 

Darnley  could  not  forget  the  share,  which  he 

bad,  in  the  assassination  of  Rizzio ;  and  the 

publick  contempt,  constantly,  remembered  him 

of  his  shame  ;  while  the  chief  conspirators  felt 

no  compunction.    From  the  amusements  of_ 

Tweedale  they  all  soon  returned  to  publick  bui 

ness,  at  Edinburgh, 

As  early,  if  not  earlier,  than  the  beginning  of 
August,  the  Queen,  and  her  government,  had 
determined,  on  holding  Justice-ayres  upon  the 


•  On  the  8d  of  August  1566,  Bedford  wrute,  from  Ber- 
ivick,  to  Cecil:  Lethington,  (Maitland'B)  peace  is  mode 
with  his  sovereign  :  The  Lords  Maxtrell,  and  Bothwcll,  ore 
now  eoemiea :  Buthwell  is,  gencrany,  baled ;  and  ia  more 
iDBoleot  than  even  Rizzio  was.  We  thus  see  the  prejudice 
of  Bedford.  On  the  9tb  of  August  Bedford  aguin  wrote  to 
Cecil,  "  that  Bothnel)  is  still  ia  favour,  and  has  n  greet 
"  bond  io  tbe  maDsgemcnt  uf  aflairs."  Keith  jtpp.  169. 
But,  we  have  eeca  above,  that  Athole,  and  Mumy,  bad 
much  more  ioBuenfe,  than  BolhwcU,     Wlial  prejudice  ! 
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English  Borders^  at  Jedburgh  :*  But^  other 
avocations  had  prevented  her^  from  going  at 
that  period^  when  the  harvest  approached/ 
Such  were  the  considerations^  which  prevented 
that  juridical  excursion^  till  the  first  week  of 
October,  1566. 

Meantime,  the  wayward  conduct  of  Darnley, 
not  only  gave  great  vexation  to  the  Queen,  but 
still  more  offended  the  nobles.  He  even  adopted 
the  absurd  purpose  of  emigration,  without 
knowing  whither  to  emigrate.  And,  coming 
to  Edinburgh,  at  Michaelmass  1566,  he  was 
not  easily  persuaded,  by  the  Queen,  to  enter 
the  palace ;  because  the  leading  characters  of 
the  state  were  then  within  it.  Murray,  with  the 
suggestions  of  Maitland,  came  to  the  resolution 
of  toking  off  the  object  of  their  hatred.  Mur- 
ray, who  knew  perfectly  the  best  mode  of 
drawing  men  into  bis  views,  on  that  occasion. 


*  On  the  3d  of  August,  indeed,  Bedford  gave  notice  to 
Cecil,  from  Berwick,  that  Queen  Mary  meaneth,  shortly,  to 
go  against  Cessford,  &c.  and  keep  a  Justice-court,  at  Jed- 
burgh :  Bothwcll  [the  Lieutenant]  shall  come  in,  with 
forces.  [Keith's  Jpp.  169.] 

■  On  the  17th  of  September  1566,  Both  well  was  present 
in  Council  at  Edinburgh.  [J6.  351.]  He  was  there,  also, 
present,  in  the  Convention  of  Nobles,  which  gave  a  supply 
of  12,0002.  money  of  Scotland,  for  defraying  the  expense  of 
the  prince's  baptism   [16.  359-] 
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gained  over  Bothwell,  who  had  his  offences  to 
avenge,  into  Murray's  coneert  against  the  life 
of  Darnley,  who  little  knew  his  danger,  when 
he  was  treading  on  a  precipice."  The  conspi- 
rators never  lost  sight  of  their  murderous  ob- 
ject, till  its  final  accomplishtnent.  The  best 
commentary  on  this  odious  plot  is  the  events, 
as  they  were  produced,  by  the  able  manage-, 
ment  of  great  taleots,  when  directed  to  the 
fulfilment  of  their  designs. 

Bothwell,  who  was  now  destined  to  act  in 
concert  with  Murray,  after  all  their  enmities, 
taking  liis  departure,  for  Liddisdale,  on  the 
7th  of  October  15G6,  was  wounded  on  the 
subsequent  day,  in  a  scufile,  with  Elliot  of 
Park.^     The  Queen,  and  her  court,  set  out,  on 


I 


»  Goodall,  U.  3^1, 

'  The  follnwing  dates  are  quite  sufficient  lo  sliow  tb^l 
falsehood  of  Buchiinan,  \i-hcn  he  relates  tlic  wounding  of  ^ 
Bothwell,  and  the  Queen's  Higlit  from  Bonhwick  to  Her- 
mitage, tu  visit  Lim :  On  the  Gth  of  October  1566,  Both-   I 
well  waa  present,  in  Council,  at  Ediabitrgh.    [Privy  Coundt  J 
Rfg.}     On  the  next  day,  he  went  to  the  Borders.     Un  the  J 
8lh  of  October,  he  was  wounded,  said  Biirel,  by  John  EUiot, 
alias  John  of  the  Pttk,  whose  head  was  sent  into  Edinbut^b, 
thereafter.     On  the    ICth  of  October,  eight  days  after  the 
Queen  hud  arrived,  at  Jedhurgh,  she  went  to  Hermitage' 
castle,  ilistiuit  twenty  statute  miles,  and  relumed  the  same 
Gveoing.     [Privi/    Swl    lieg.  xxw.  771    On  ihc   17th  of 
October  J  566,  ihe  Queen  «hb  wken  illj  and  remained  in 
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the  8th  of  October^  for  Jedburgh.  All  but 
Darnley  went  on  that  necessary  excursion  to 
the  south ;  but^  he  went  to  Glasgow^  on  a  visit 
to  his  father.  Bothwell,  as  the  Queen's  lieu- 
tenant,  had  been  sent  forward  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  the  ensuing  Ayres.  But,  the  unruly 
clans  of  Liddisdale  had  been  gained,  by  For- 
ster,  the  English  Warden  :  The  Lieutenant  of 
Mary  was  defied ;  and  being  fiercely  attacked, 
was,  severely,  wounded  in  the  hand.  The 
Queen,  who,  meantime,  arrived  at  Jedburgh, 
and  was  occupied  in  superintending  the  Jus- 
tice-court ;  when  heanng  of  that  outrage,  rode 
to  Hermitage-castle,  on  the  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber :  to  know  the  truth  of  what  she  heard,  both 
of  that  attack,  and  those  threats  on  BothwelFs 
life :  And,  returning  the  same  evening,  she  was 


great  danger,  during  several  days.  On  the  ^4th  of  October, 
Bothwell  removed,  from  Hermitage-castle,  to  Jedburgh. 
There  were  several  intimations,  throughout  the  previous 
months,  of  a  purpose  to  assassinate  Bothwell.  It  was  stated, 
in  a  letter,  from  Alnwick,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1566,  that  one 
of  Both  well's  servants  confessed  the  purpose  of  himself,  and 
four  more  of  Bothwell's  servants,  to  murder  their  master ; 
and  that  Secretary  Maitland  had  engaged  them  in  that  fell 
design  :  The  other  servants  being  examined,  also,  confessed 
the  same  pur})ose.  [Keith's  App.  167.]  Of  uU  these  ma- 
chinations the  Queen,  no  doubt,  had  intimations,  and  wished 
to  know  the  truth. 
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taken  ill,  on  the  subsequent  day,  with  ; 
which  endangered  her  life:  Yet;  was 
unconscious,  that  Botbwell  was  now  gainea, 
by  Murray,  to  his  conspiracy,  which  was  de- 
stined to  involve  her  in  ruin.  The  Queen's 
youth,  and  constitution  saved  her,  while  her 
physician,  Nawe,  was  praisedj  for  his  skill,  and 
his  assiduity. 

The  Queen,  and  her  court,  and  her  judgei 
remained,  at  Jedburgh  from  the  9th  of  October, 
to  the  8th  of  November.  They  remained,  per- 
forming the  same  duties,  at  Kelso,  during  the 
9th,  and  10th  of  the  same  month;  they  de- 
parted, on  the  II th  of  November,  on  a  tour 
along  the  Tweed,  attended  by  Bothwell,"  the 
High  Sheriff  of  the  Southern  Shires  :  After 
seeing  Werk-castle,  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
the  Queen,  and  her  court,  did  not  arrive  atDum- 
bar-castle,  of  which  Bothwell  was  keeper,  till 
the  17th  of  the  same  month  :  Here,  the  Queen, 
and  her  ministers,  remained  till  the  23d  of 
November,  when  they  removed  to  Craigmillar- 
castle ;  all  but  Secretary  Maitlaud,  who  went 


'  On  the  271I1  of  October  ISCG,  the  Bishop  of  Rosa  wrote 
from  Jedburgh  (o  the  Queen's  Ambnaaudor,  at  Paris  ■  "  My 
"  Lord   Bothwell    is  here,  who    convnle^crs    well  of  hii 
"  wounds."   [Keith's  Jpp-  I3fi.]     lie,  i>robably,  arrived  at  I 
Jedburgh,  on  the  24th  uf  October,  ns  he  was,  ccnaiolKfl^ 
prcMut,  til  Council,  on  llic  fiibseijuent  dciy.  'Keith,  SSZ.]"] 
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to  Whittingham,  which  will  be  remembered,  as 
the  scene  of  guilty  intrigues. 

It  was,  in  Craigmillar-castle,  early  in  De« 
cember  1566,  before  the  baptism  of  the  Queen's 
SOD,  that  Maitland,  and  Murray,  proposed  to 
the  Queen  a  divorce,  from  her  husband:  It 
was,  on  that  occasion,  that  Bothwell  seconded 
that  proposal;  and  thereby  showed,  that  he 
was  now  acting,  with  Murray,  and  Maitland^ 
as  a  conspiratoragainst  Darnley,and  the  Queen, 
dazzled,  no  doubt,  by  their  plausible  plot,  how 
easy  it  would  be  to  obtain,  with  their  guilty 
assistance,  the  Queen's  marriage,  with  her  an-^ 
thority,  in  the  state.  It  is,  from  this  period, 
then,  when  this  conspiracy  was  detailed,  and 
matured,  that  we  must  trace  the  life  of  Both- 
well,  as  a  conspirator ;  acting  with  Maitland> 
and  Murray,  and  Morton,  with  a  constant  view 
to  those  abominable  objects.* 

*  It  may  be  proper^  to  state^  for  the  information  of  those^ 
who  may  not  be  completely  acquainted  with  this  interesting 
subject :  (1)  The  Protestation  of  Huntley,  and  Argyle,  gives 
a  clear,  and  full  detail  of  that  conspiracy.  [Goodall,  ii.  317-] 
Doctor  Robertson  tries,  in  vain,  to  enfeeble  the  force,  and 
the  inferences  of  that  detail.  But,  Cecil  considered  the 
Protestation  of  Huntley,  and  Argyle,  as  a  genuine  document. 
And  the  laxity  of  Murray's  answer,  only,  establishes  the 
truth  of  the  facts.  (^)  The  same  detail  was  given,  and  the 
same  inferences  drawn,  by  the  instructions,  from  the  nume- 
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Soon  after  the  Queen's  rejection  of  the  pro- 
posed divorce,  and  the  formation  of  the  con- 
spiracy, she  departed,  from  that  guilty  castle, 
for  Stirling,  in  order  to  make  preparations  for 
her  son's  baptism,  on  the  Idth  of  December 
1566.  She  was  too  much  occupied  with  other 
thoughts,  to  trouble  herself,  according  to  Bu- 
chanan's falsehood,  to  prevent  Darnley  from 
having  clothes,  or  to  contribute  finery  to  Both- 

roos  convention  of  earls>  lords,  bishops^  and  abbots^  which 
was  held^  at  Dunbarton^  in  September  1568.  [/&.  359.] 
(3)  Archibald  Douglas  was  sent^  by  the  conspirators^  to  in- 
form Morton^  who  then  lay  at  Newcastle^  of  the  conspiracy^ 
and  to  ask  his  assent^  and  aid.  (4)  The  interposition  of 
Bothwell^  at  Craigmillar^  when  the  Queen  refused  Mait- 
land*s  proposal  of  a  divorce ;  by  saying  that  he  had  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father^  though  his  mother  had  been  divorced 
from  him  ;  evinces  his  guilty  concernment^  in  that  conspi- 
racy. (5)  BothwelU  also,  interposed  his  influence,  what- 
ever it  were,  to  induce  the  Queen,  to  pardon  Morton,  at 
Christmas  1566.  (6)  The  journey  of  Maitland,  and  Both- 
well,  to  meet  Morton,  at  Whittingham,  to  obtain  his  decided 
concurrence  with  the  conspirators,  is  a  clear  proof  of  the 
conspiracy.  (7 )  The  conviction,  and  confession,  of  Morton, 
and  Maitland,  of  their  knowledge  of  the  objects  of  the  con- 
spiracy, and  the  death  of  Darnley,  are  the  records  of  their 
guilt.  (Lastly.)  It  is  impossible  to  deny,  or  doubt,  those 
facts,  and  circumstances,  which  evince  the  existence  of  such 
a  conspiracy,  with  such  objects ;  and  that  Bothwell  did  not 
act,  by  himself,  but  in  concert,  for  Murray's  interest,  more 
than  his  own. 
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well.     If  Bothwell  went  to  the  baptism^  his 
mind  was  too  much  occupied^  with  the  pardon 
of  Morton^  and  the  murder  of  Damley,  to  think 
oi finery^  which^  with  such  a  man^  on  such  an 
occasion^  was  not  an  object.     It  is  not  true^  as 
Robertson  suggests^  that  Bothwell  obtained^  by 
his  influence^  from  the  Queen's  disinclination, 
the  pardon  of  Morton :  For,  it  required   the 
concurrence  of  EUizabeth,  Cecil,  Bedford;  Mur- 
ray, Athol,  Bothwell,  Maitland,  and  of  others, 
to  obtain  the  remission  of  Morton,  and  his 
friends  ;  as  we  know  from  Bedford's  dispatch 
to  Cecil.  The  pardon  of  Morton  had  the  effect, 
probably,  of  inducing  Damley,  in  his  state  of 
mind,  to  seek  repose  with  his  father,  at  Glasgow, 
where  he   was,  immediately,  taken  with  the 
small-pox,  which  there  prevailed.      Mary  tried 
to  refresh  her  exhausted  spirits,  by  visiting  the 
nobles,  around  Stirling.      Murray  carried  Bed- 
ford to  St.  Andrews,  where  he  feasted  him,  for 
some  days,  in  rejoicing  for  Morton's  re-esta- 
blishment, in  Scotland.**     Bothwell,  and  Mait- 


^  Morton  was  still,  in  England^  on  the  10th  of  January 
1566-7  3  whence,  he  wrote  a  letter  of  warm  thanks  to  Cecil, 
for  his  protection  \  and  offered  his  best  services,  in  Scot* 
land,  to  the  English  Secretary.  Morton  soon  after  went  to 
Whittingham.  Thirteen  days  after,  on  the  23d,  Drury 
wrote  to  Cecil,  fipom  Berwick,  "  that  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
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land,  employed  themselves,  ia  iotriguing  with 
Morton,  and  perhaps  in  gaining  others  to  their 
riews,  and  objects.  The  meeting  of  Bothwell, 
and  Maitland,  with  Morton,  at  Whittingham, 
about  the  20th  of  January  1366-7,  is  decisive 
proof  of  a  conspiracy,  to  murder  Darnley: 
Their  subsequent  convictions,  for  the  fact,  is 
the  record  of  their  guilt.  This  concert,  at 
Whittingham,  proves,  also,  another  point  of 
great  importance,  that  Bothwell  had  not  any  of 
the  Queen's  writings,  expressive  of  her  assent, 
either  to  Darnley's  death,  or  of  her  attachi 
to  Bothwell. 

We  mayperceive,  at  once,  the  depth  of  M* 
ton's  mind,  and  the  shallowness  of  Bothwell's, 
ia  the  ardour,  with  whicli  Morton  desired,  to 
flee  some  writing  of  the  Queen,  expressive  of  her 
desire,  to  have  Darnley  taken  off,  which  Both- 
asserted  :  But,  when  we  perceive,  even  within 
a  few  days  of  Darnley's  death,  that  Bothwell, 
could  not  show  to  Morton  any  writing,  or  any 
word,  of  the  Queen,  to  that  effect,  we  thereby 
discern  her  innocence,  and  his  guilt.     Mortoa 


"  lieth  at  the  laird  of  Wliittingliam's,  where  Lord  BoIIiimU, 
"  and  Liddington,  (Secretary  Maitbnd)  camt  of  late  lo  eitil 
"  Morion."  We  know  the  guilty  object  of  that  visit,  from 
the  coafession  of  Morton  j  and  from  Archibald  DoagUu'i 
letter.     [RobertMn,  ii.  K.11,] 


if 
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now  made  answer^  according  to  bis  own  ccm* 
fession:  '^  Seeing  I  had  not  obtained  the 
'^  Qneen*8  assent^  in  writings  as  Bothwell  had 
promised^  he  would  not  meddle  further  with 
the  plot/'*  Is  it  not  apparent^  from  such  circum- 
stances^ that  Bothwell  had  not  any  love-letters, 
sonnets,  or  promises  of  marriage,  in  the  Queen's 
writing?  Is  it  not  equally  apparent,  that 
Morton  was  aware,  that  Bothwell,  a  few  days 
before  the  murder,  had  no  such  love-letters, 
sonnets,  or  promises  of  marriage,  to  show  him  ? 
And  from  the  same  facts,  may  we  not  infer, 
that  Morton,  when  he  pretended,  in  June 
following,  to  have  intercepted  a  boxful  of  love^ 
letters,  from  the  Queen  to  Bothwell,  knew  that, 
his  pretence  was  unfounded,  and  his  oath,  to 
the  same  effect,  was  untrue  ? 
During  ^^  the  anxious  moments,  which  pass, 
between  the  birth  of  plots,  and  their  fatal 
periods,"  Bothwell  was  not  occupied  with 
the  Queen,  from  whom  he  had  no  expectation  ; 
but,  he  was  busy,  in  animating  the  hearts,  and 
strengthening  the  hands,  of  those  dependents, 
who  were  to  aid  him,  in  his  villainous  purpose. 
The  Privy  Council  Register  evinces,  that  he 
was  seldom  at  court,  whatever  Buchanan  may 
feign.    He  was,  meantime,  in  Liddisdale,  pre- 

'  The  confession^  in  Ballantyne's  Journal,  495-6. 
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paring  his  people ;  he  was  at  Dumbar-castle, 
putting  in  order  the  gunpowder,  wliich  was  to 
effect  an  essential  part  of  the  fell  design.*  Far 
otherwise  was  the  Queen  occupied.  She  brought 
her  son,  from  Stirling  to  Edinburgh,  on  the 
13th  of  January  156fi-7.*  From  her  physician, 
she,  no  doubt,  often  heard  of  the  true  state  of 
her  husband's  person,  and  spirit :  And,  learn- 
ing, incidentally,  that  he  had  given  up  bis 
project  of  leaving  Scotland  ;  that  he  was  sen- 
sible of  her  affection  ;  be  avowed,  that  he  was 
willing  to  live  with  her,  like  a  busbatid ;  and 
they  became  reconciled  to  each  other :  In  pur- 
suance of  his  wish,  she  went  to  Glasgow,  to 
bring  him,  with  her,  to  Edinburgh.  In  this 
spirit,  she  set  out  from  Edinburgh,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  of  January  1566-7,  pro- 
bably, for  Glasgow  ;'  and  in  the  same  spirit  of 
reconcilement,  she  brought  Darnley  with  her 
to  Edinburgh,  on  the  3Ist  of  the  same  montfaj^ 


**  See  the  coufesaioiu  in  Arnot's  Crim.  Trial/,  333 :  An* 
dcraon's  Col.  ii.  177-8.  '  Biirel's  Diarg. 

'  The  Privy  Seal  Record  j  and  the  Re^stcr  of  Signoturcs, 
both  contain  docunienfs,  which  evince,  that  the  Queen  still 
i  remained,  at  Edinburgh,  on  iJie  24th  of  January  15C6-7  ; 
And  two  such  records  are  decisive  evidence  of  the  fitct, 
whateier  Robertson  may  say  to  the  contrary.  S 
have  left  Edinburgh,  iu  (Re  afteruoon  of  that  day. 

'  Birrel's  Diary. 
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He  was  now  placed  io  tlie  house  of  Kirk-a-field, 
ia  the  southern  suburbs  of  Edinbuvgb,  for  the 
benefit  of  aJr,  at  a  distance  from  the  prince, 
his  son.  The  frequent  visits,  which  Mary  made 
toDaruley,  in  this  residence,  during  his  conva- 
lescence, are  the  best  proofs  of  her  reconcile- 
ment, and  of  her  kindness.  And  yet,  Morton, 
and  Murray,  produced,  in  evidence,  a  boxful  of 
letters,  which,  as  they  said,  had  been  then  writ- 
ten, from  Glasgow,  by  the  queen  to  Bothwell, 
and  which  contradict  those  facts,  and  contra- 
vene those  records. 

The  conspirators,  with  the  advice  of  Mait- 
land,  and  the  agency  of  Bothwell,  their  cat's- 
paw,  began  to  make  preparations,  for  effecting 
their  nefarious  plot,  from  the  moment,  that  the 
house  was  kDown,whereinDarnley  was  to  lodge: 
Nor,  were  the  conspirators,  and  Bothwell,  at 
any  loss  to  know  the  facts,  from  Secretary 
Maitland,  the  ablest,  and  the  most  artful,  of  all 
the  plotters.  It  wiis,  from  him,  that  the  queen's 
movements  were  known  ;  and  indeed,  the  wliole 
conspirators  were  Privy  Counsellors,  who  were 
perfectly  acquainted  with  every  event,  foreign, 
and  domestick. 

The  whole  preparations  being  now  made,  with 

the  advice  of  Maitland,  Bothwell,  the  instru. 

ment  according  to  the  detail  of  the  plot ;  which 

-reqaircd  his  activity,  and  forwardness,  on  the 

VOL.  III.  E 
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10th  of  February^  about  two^  in  the  mornings 
with  his  associate  complotters^  and  his  servants, 
effected  their  odious  design,  by  strangling  the 
king,  and  his  servant,  Taylor,  who  slept,  in  his 
apartment ;  and,  by  carrying  their  bodies  into 
the  adjacent  garden ;  when  they  fired  the  gun- 
powder, which  blew  up  the  infirmary,  where 
they  reposed. 

Whether  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  knew  the  mur- 
derous part  of  the  plot  is  uncertain  :  Yet,  is  it 
obvious,  that  Mmtland  was  the  contriver  of  it ; 
that  Murray  approved  of  it,  though  he  showed 
his  consciousness,  by  his  going  out  of  the  way, 
at  the  catastrophe ;  and  that  Morton,  what- 
ever he  might,  at  first,  pretend,  was  present,  at 
the  deed,  by  Archibald  Douglas,  his  agent,  and 
was  the  most  vigorous  of  all  the  actora,  in 
bringing  the  conspiracy  to  its  appropriate  end  ; 
whereof  Bothwell  was,  ^^  such  an  Herculean 
actor  in  the  scene.**  ^ 

It  was  soon  whispered,  by  those,  who  knew 
the  secret,  that  Bothwell  was  the  chief  mur- 
derer of  Darnley,  though  some  persons  were 


^  See  the  examinations  of  Powrie^  Dalgleish,  Hay^  Hep- 
bunij  who  were  all  executed  as  murderersj  for  the  part^  that 
was  acted  by  BothweU.  [See  Anderson's  Col.u,  165-1 71 « 
173-177-183  i  and  Amot*s  Crtm'  TVtaii,  383,  for  Oimiston's 
confessioD.] 
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joined  with  bim,  in  that  charge^  who  were  in- 
noxious ;  for  the  purpose  of  delusion.*    Both- 
well  was  ere  long  charged^  by  publick  advertise- 
ment ;  and,  more  privately,  by  Lennox,  Darn- 
ley's  father ;  with  being  the  chief  assassin  of 
the  king  ;J  and  it  was  even  hinted,  by  secret 
emissaries,  that  the  queen  was  not  altogether 
unacquainted  with  the  odious  purpose  of  her 
husband's  death  ;  in  order,  that  she  might  be 
first  disgraced,  by  calumny,  and,  finally,  de- 
throned ;  as  one  of  the  principal  ends  of  the 
whole  conspiracy.    Yet,  was  there  no  distur- 
bance ;  as  the  leading  men  were  all  engaged, 
in  the  plot.     ^^  Lennox  desired  the  queen,"  said 
Kyllygrew  to  Cecil,^  "  that  such  persons,  as 

<  Kdth,  368-9-370-1.9-3-4. 

i  On  the  l^h  of  February,  two  days  after  the  murder^  a 
prodaiDation  was  issued,  from  the  Privy  Council,  offering  a 
reward  of  2,000/.  to  any  one,that  would  discover  the  murderer. 
[lb,  368.]  On  the  16th  of  February,  a  placard  was  afiixed  to 
the Tolbooth  door;  accusing  Bothwell,  Sir  James  Balfour, 
David  Chalmer,  and  John  Spens,  with  being  the  murderers. 
[W.] 

^  Sir  Henry  Kyllygrew,  who  had  been  sent,  by  Elizabeth, 
at  the  end  of  February,  to  condole  with  Mary,  on  the  death 
of  Darnley,  wrote  Cecil  on  the  8th  of  March  :  *'  That  he 
had  had  no  audience  before  this  day,  after  dinner^  with  my 
Lord  of  Murray,  who  was  accompanied  [at  dinner]  with  my 
Lord  Chancellor  [Huntley],  the  Earl  of  Aigyle^  my  Lord 
BothweU,  and  the  Laird  of  Lidington  [Secretary  Maitland]  .'* 


th^ 
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were  named,  in  the  placard  should  be  taken : 
Answer  was  made  to  him,  that  if  he,  or  any 
will  stand  to  the  accusation  of  any  of  them,  it 
I  shall  be  done ;  but,  not,  by  virtue  of  the  biUj 
[placard]  or  his  request."  Lennox,  howevei 
persevered,  in  his  accusations  of  Bothwell, 
the  Privy  Council  found  it  necessary,  on  tl 
28th  of  March,  to  appoint  the  12th  of  April, 
for  his  trial,  by  the  Justice-court.'  Lennox 
8000  discovered,  that  it  was  more  easy  to  charge 
such  a  crime,  on  such  a  person,  than  to  convict 
hira  :  And  after  all  his  zeal  of  prosecution,  he 
thought  himself  obliged,  to  apply  to  Elizabeth, 
for  her  influence,  to  obtain  an  adjournment 
of  this  long  expected  trial.  Elizabeth,  who 
delighted  to  embarras  the  Scotish  queen,  sent 
an  express  messenger  to  Edinburgh,  for  the 
several  objects,  of  gratifying  Lennox,  and  dis- 
tressing Mary :  But,  such  an  interposition  of 
a  foreign  sovereign,  to  obstruct  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, could  not  be  admitted."    The  judges,  ac- 

This  important  passage  ehows    Bothwell  at   Murray's  table, 
twcDty  days  after  Bothwell  had  ben  charged,  publickly,  with 

I  murder  of  Damlcy :  Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt,  but 

Hurray  knew  bis  guilt :   us  he  was  hiioself  one  of  the  con- 

'   ipirators.  (Unpublished  letter  of  Kyllygrew  in  the   Paper 

Office.] 

'  Keith,  369-375,  has  printed  the  letters  of  Lennox  v 
the  queen . 

■"  From   tbat  interposilioo  of  Elizabeth,  and  utlier  4 
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cordingly,  assembled ;  the  jury  was  sworn ;  and 
Botbwell  came  into  court,  with  Morton,  on 
one  band,  and  Maitland,  on  tbe  otber,  of  tbe 
culprit :  Nor,  could  be  bave  bad  more  able  co- 
adjutors, tban  two  statesmen,  tbe  ablest,  tbe 
artfullest,and  tbe  most  audacious,  in  Scotland.* 
Lennox,  being  eitber  gained,  or  terrified,  re- 
mained at  Stirling,  but  sent  two  agents,  Craw- 
ford, and  Cuningbam,  to  support  bis  feeble  ac- 
cusation, wbo  produced  some  documents  to 
^»^^-^^-^— — — ^fci^^— ^^1— ^— ^-^  ■     ^— 11^— ^■^■^^— ^j^— ^ .         ^— ^^^^— ^^i^^ 

cumstances^  in  her  conduct^  and  Cecil's  intrigue^  it  appears^ 
that  they  were  not  let  into  the  real  secret  of  the  conspira- 
tors^ as  they  could  not  avow  such  a  murder.  Elizabeth^  and 
Cedl  were  led^  by  such  ignorant  spies^  in  Scotland,  as 
Grange,  to  suppose,  that  Bothwell  was  protected,  and  en* 
couraged,  by  the  queen ;  while  it  was  her  ministers,  and 
nobles,  Maitland,  and  Murray,  and  Morton,  who  contrived, 
and  conducted  the  plan  of  the  conspiracy,  for  acquitting 
Bothwell,  and  marrying  him  to  the  queen,  with  design  to 
ruin  both.  When  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  traversed  their  mea- 
sures, for  those  monstrous  ends,  they  only  showed,  that  they 
were  not  in  the  true  secret  of  the  statesmen,  who  were 
deeper,  than  themselves  :  We  ought  not  to  be  surprised, 
then,  that  Mary  was  betrayed,  and  deluded,  by  those  mis- 
creants, to  her  ruin. 

"  Camden's  Hist.  Transl.  93-4.  Belforest,  the  author  of 
"  Innocence  de  Marie,"  concurs  with  Camden.  And  the 
letter,  from  Drury  to  Cecil,  of  the  15th  of  April  1567) 
giving  him  the  result  of  Elizabeth's  endeavours,  to  delay  the 
trial  of  Bothwell.  [See  this  interesting  letter  in  the  Jpi*. 
No.  I.  to  this  Memoir«l 
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prove  Bothwell's  gnilt,  and  desired  forty  days 
delay,  to  give  in  additional  proofs.  And  there 
being  no  propei-  prosecutor,  nor  any  adequate 
proof,  lie  was,  necessarily,  acquitted,  by  the 
court,  and  jury,  according  to  the  previous  con-^ 
cert  of  the  conspirators.  Thus,  successful  wai 
Bothwell,  under  such  protection. 

But,  he  was  still  more  successful,  under  the 
same  influences,  at  the  subsequent  Parliament, 
which  met  two  days  after  the  triiLl.  It  ratified 
all  Bothwell's  titles  ;  but  not  the  acquittal  of 
Bothwell,  by  the  Justice  Court."  The  Parlia- 
ment of  April  1567  may  be  fitly  called  the 
healing  Parliament ;  considering  how  many 
confirmations,  and  ratifications,  were  passed  by 
it,  under  a  convenient  compromise  of  all  parties, 
and  a  proper  attention  to  all  interests.' 

Thus  supported  by  Morton,  and  Maitland, 
and   by  Murray's  faction,  Bothwell  went  od 

■  That  ratification  is  nsserted  by  erery  one,  who  wrote 
privately  about  it,  and  who  considered  it  as  a  fact,  universallyi 
known.  It  was  expressly  asserted,  by  the  convention, 
Duobarton,  of  seien  earls,  twelve  lords,  eight  bishope, 
eight  abbots,  who  sat,  in  that  ParliameDt,  and  must  hava' 
known  the  fael.  [Goodall,  ii.  3fil.]  The  Act  of  ratification 
does  appear  in  the  Acta  Pari,  ii.  5$0. 

»  See  a  list  of  the  Ads  of  this  Session,  in  Keith,  178-9- 
ao ;  and  the  PaHiamentaTt/  Reatrd.  7h1 :  Yet,  if  we  might 
belie^'e  comnion  history,  it  was  called,  merely,  to  rcston 
IJuntley,  and  tiinlinn  ibt-  titles  of  Bothwell 


to  rcston  ■ 


J.EarlBotk»eU.2   THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  61 

prosperously  towards  the  great  object  of  his 
gailty  career.  The  Ptofiameot  had,  scarcely, 
risen,  when  a  bond  was  signed,  by  eight  bishops, 
with  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  at  their 
head,  by  nine  earls,  by  Maitland  and  Morton, 
in  their  front,  and  by  seven  lords,  on  the  2(H;h 
of  April  1567,  approving  of  BothwelFs  acquit- 
tal ;  reconunending  him,  as  the  properest  per 
son,  for  the  queen's  husband;  and  pledging 
themselves  to  defend  such  a  marriage,  with 
their  lives,  and  fortunes.^  Thus  fortified.  Both- 


9  See  that  notorious  document^  in  Keith,  S80.    Among 
the  earis,  was  conspicuous  Morton,  who  now  possessed  the 
great  secret  of  the  conspiracy,  under  which  that  abominable 
business  was  transacted  j  and  managed  the  whole,  for  Mur- 
ray's interest ;  and  Argyle>  Rothes,  and  Lord  Boyd,  who 
had  all  leagued,  with  Murray,  in  his  interested  rebellion 
against  the  queen's  marriage  with  Damley.    What  was  this 
disgraceful  measure,  biU  the  surrender  of  the  queen's  person, 
into  the  hands  of  a  ruffian,  and  a  murderer  !  Morton,  when 
he  was  about  to  lay  his  guilty  neck  upon  the  block,  said, 
that  he  signed  the  abovementioned  bond,  under  the  influence 
of  a  precept,  from  the  queen  -,  but,  if  ever  such  a  precept 
appeared,  it  was  an  obvious  forgery,  for  a  particular  moment: 
And,  Morton,  died  on  the  scaffold,  with  a  dozen  lies  in  his 
falsifying  throat.     Yet,  I  do  not  concur  with  Mr.  Tytler, 
in  thinking,  that  the  abominable  bond  had  any  weight  with 
the  queen,  in  persuading  her  to  marry  Bothwell :  It  only 
emboldened  an  audacious  man,  to  do  that,  which  induced 
her  to  think  it  necessary  to  give  him  her  sullied  hand.  From 
Melvil  (Mem.  80.)  we  learn>  "  that  in  Dunbar-castle,  Both- 
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well  thought  himself  double  sure  of  the  objects, 
which  had  been  held  up  to  his  ambitious  eyes, 
by  his  coadjutorB  io  villainy.  Four  days  after 
the  date  of  that  bond  of  assut-ance,  he  marched 
out  at  the  head  of  a  thouiiand  horsemen  ;  and 
seizing  the  queen's  person,  at  the  Foulbrigs, 
Dear  Edinburgh,  on  her  return  from  Stirling ; 
he  carried  her,  forcibly,  with  her  principal  at- 
tendants, to  the  castle  of  Dunbar.  The  queen 
was  thus,  plainly,  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
a  ruffian,  by  the  nobility,  and  bishops,  who 
signed  that  bond,  and  were  accessories  to  his 
villmoy,  though  some  of  them  meant  well.'  As 

well  boasted,  he  would  luarry  the  queen,  who  would,  or  who 

I  vould  not ;  yea,  whether  she  would  herself,  or  not ;"  and 

t  then  Melvil,  who  was  a  prisoner,  with  the  queen,  in  Dua- 

f  bw-castle,  adds,  "  the   qiieen  could  not  but  marry  him ; 

I  Keing  he  had  done  that,  which  obliged  her  to  give  her  con- 

t  Mnt."     This,  then,  being  the/act,  tEe  enquiry  b  reduced  to 

|m  question  o{  J'emale  detkaq/ .     Elizabeth  would  havechi 

L  liis  iiead :  Mary,  who  was  less   masculine,  chose 

FUs  odious  band.     The  Bishop  of  Ross,  who  was  a  civiliaoj 

r  and  a  casuist,  sayi,  in  bis  Defence  of  the  Quten's  Innocmce, 

'*  Mary,  nothing  suspecting  the  guilt  of  the  Earl,  after  hb 

Kcquillul,  yielded  to  that,  to  the  which  those  crafty,  and  se- 

1  ditious  heads,  and  the  very  necessity  of  the  time  (as  it  then 

"to  her  seemed)  did,  in  a  manner,  enforce  her."     Now,  the 

oeceBsity,  which  enforces,  must  justly :  yereuilat  ^od  cogil 

dtfeadit. 

'  On  tlie  30th of  December  1567,  at  the  Pailiaoicnttht 


ed  to  ^_ 
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tbose  several  charges  against  Bothwell  were 
found,  by  Pailiament,  to  be  true,  we  are  obliged 
tobelieve,  that  the  facts  charged  were  real.Whal- 
ever  glosses  may  have  been  put  upon  them,  by 
ignorance,  or  the  partiality  of  historians  ;  as  the 
highest  authority  thus  adjudged  Bothwell  to  be 
guilty  of  those  several  points  of  treason,  we 
are  equally  bound,  to  regard  hiin,  as  guilty,  and 
the  queen,  as  innocent ;  considering  that,  she 
bad  been  coerced,  by  the  power  of  a  ruffian, 
whom  she  could  not  resist. 

But,  Bothwell,  after  all  those  traitorous  pi-o- 
ceedingg,  against  the  Queen,  had  still  a  wife, 
whose  marriage  contract  was  to  be  dissolved  ; 

id  ber  connection  to  be,  legally,  discharged, 


by  the  Earl  of  Kfurray,  James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and 
■be  as^tants,  were  impeached,  aad  convicted  of  the  CitUow- 
ing crimes:  1.  for  the  murder  of  the  king's  father;  2.  for 
nTuhing  of  the  queen's  person,  at  the  Foulbrigs ;  3  for 
unprisoaio^  of  her  person  in  the  castle  of  Dunbar;  4.  for 
compelling  her  to  complete  a  marriage  with  him  ^  5.  for 
■toffing,  and  holding  of  the  said  castle.  [Sir  Lewis  Sleuart's 
US.  Col."]  The  genuine  record  cf  those  proceedings  has  been 
btcly  printed,  in  the  Ada  Parliamenlomm,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Record  Commissioners.  A  copy  of  the  same 
ncord  had  been  sent  to  Cecil,  at  the  time,  and  now  remains, 

the  Paper  Oflice :  But,  a  collation  with  the  genuine  rc- 
cvinces,  Ihnt  the  copy  was  vitiated,  in  disfavour  of  the 

leen,  by  the  very  tnacreanU,  who  were  her  own  servants, 
leagued  with  Murray  Maitland,  uutl  Morton. 
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before  be  could  proceed  the  full  length  of  his 
ambitious  aims/  And,  he  commenced  a  pro- 
cess, in  the  Archbishop's  Consistory  Court, 
for  a  divorce  on  the  pretence  of  consangui- 
nity.^  And  his  wife  sued  her  husband  be- 
fore the  Consistorial  Court  of  Edinburgh,  for 
a  divorce,  on  a  charge  of  adultery :  The  sen- 
tence of  divorce,  on  her  suit,  was  pronounced 
on  the  3d  of  May  1567  ;  and  on  his  suit,  the 
marriage  was  declared  null,  on  the  7th  of  May 
1567 :  Whether  the  parties  to  those  proceed- 
ings could  marry  again ;  he  to  some  other 
woman ;  and  she,  to  some  other  man ;  was 
then  doubted, by  the  gravest  lawyers:  They 
both  did,  in  fact,  marry  again.  The  Queen 
herself  had  not  completely  made  up  her  opinion 
on  the  eifect  of  a  divorce ;  but,  she  was  over- 
powered, by  a  necessity,  which  enforced  her 
acquiescence,  though  with  many  a  sigh." 

In  this  manner,  then,  did  the  conspirators, 
and  Bothwell,  accomplish  their  insidious  pur- 
pose, for  effecting  the  Queen's  marriage  with 
Bothwell,  in  pursuance  of  the  plot. 

*  Before  the  divorce,  Bothwell  granted  to  his  wife>  for 
life,  the  lands,  and  town,  of  Nether  Hales,  in  Madington- 
sbire  -,  which  grant  was  confirmed,  by  a  charter,  under  the 
Great  Seal,  on  the  10th  of  June  1567.  [Prity  Seal  Reg. 
zxxvi.  fol.  115.] 

^  They  were  fourth  cousins, 

»  Keith  389-94. 
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At  the  end  of  a  dozen  days  imprisonment, 
Bothwell  brought  the  Queen,  under  the  es- 
cort of  his  horsemen,  to  Edinburgh-castle, 
preparatory  to  bis  marriage  with  her,  the  con- 
summation of  all  his  wishes,  and  the  reward 
of  all  his  crimes ;  though  he  did  not  reflect, 
amidst  his  reveries  of  enjoyment,  that  the 
moment  of  hia  marriage  with  her,  was,  also, 
the  fulfilment  of  the  compact,  with  his  coad- 
jutors in  crime:  On  his  part,  he  had  murdered 
Dnmley;  on  their  parts,  they  had  obtained 
bis  acquittal,  for  the  crime,  and  had  euabled 
him  to  marry  the  Queen  :  From  the  moment 
of  this  marriage,  their  amity  with  Bothwell 
ceased  ;  and  their  enmity  began,  if  it  were  not 
already  begun." 

*  ll  baa  been  already  seen,  that  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil, 
were  not  lofonned  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  conspiracy  : 
They  l>«gan  to  perceive,  however,  from  the  turn,  which  Ihe 
whole  alhxT  was  laking,  by  the  charge  against  Bulhwell,  and 
the  probability  of  the  Queen's  marriage  with  hlra  ;  that  the 
whole  would  end  in  her  ruin  :  When  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil, 
Atlempted  to  [irevenl  the  acquittal  of  Bothwell,  they  acted 
without  knowledge  of  the  whole  conspiracy :  But,  when 
Humy  pagaed  through  London,  about  the  14th  of  April 
1567,  he,  probably  hinted  enough  to  Cecil,  to  show  him, 
llutf  a  Sturm  was  approocin^,  which  would  lay  Ihe  fortunes 
of  Che  Queen,  and  Bothwell,  in  ruins.  In  the  Paper  Office, 
Ihere  b  a  letter  from  liedford,  Elizabeth's  chief  oflicer  at 
Berwick  (then  being  in  the  south,)  dated  the  1  llh  of  May 
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The  Queen  now  thought  herself  obliged  to 
make  adeclaration  before  the  Court  of  Session, 
who  had  ceased  to  sit,  when  the  judges  heard 
of  her  imprisonment ;  allowing  of  their  conduct ; 
acknowledging  her  forgiveness  of  Bothwell ; 
and  avowing  her  liberty  ;  though  she  felt,  that 
she  acted,  by  a  constraint  on  her  will.^  The 
banns  of  marriage  were  published  iu  a  church 
of  Edinburgh,  though  not  without  opposition. 
She  created  Bothwell,  Duke  of  Orkney.  And 
she  was  publickly  married  to  him,  in  the  Chapel 
of  Holyrood-house,  by  Adam,  the  Bishop  of 
'  Orkney,  on  the  15th  of  May  1667.'    The  news 


1567  to  Cecil :  "  I  understand  by  your  lost  letters,  that  her 
mnjeaty's  meaning  is,  to  have  me  moke  liaste  Northward,  to 
comfort  those  Lords  of  Scotland,  that  are  joined  together 
to  nithstand  Bothwell's  attempt.     I  mean  to  be  at  Berwick 

■oon  as  may  be."  The  Queen  was  only  married  to  Both, 
well  four  days  after  We  now  perceive,  that  Cecil, 
fbre  the  1 1th  of  May,  was  master  of  what  was  to  hap] 
'  But,  who  informt^d  him  ?  lite  answer  must  be,  Murray ; 
and  Murray  was  completely  acquainted  with  the  detail  of  the 
plot ;  and  nequainted  Cecil  with  the  results ;  that  Morton, 
ftnd  his  associates,  would  draw  their  awords  against  (he 
t  Queen  and  Bothwell,  the  moment  after  their  marriage. 
Cecil's  letters,  in  the  Cabala,  correspond,  exactly,  with  the 
reasoning,  from  Bedford's  letter  to  Cecil. 

'  Keith,  aSf). 

'  There  are  three  contract*  of  marriage,  between 

leeu  and  Bothwell,  in  Goodall'e  /fpp-  ii.  54-61  ;  The 


loth. 
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of  this  marriage,  \^th  the  supposed  murderer 
of  her  husband,  was  speedily  spread  over  Eu- 
rope; and  was  received,  with  indignation, 
by  all  those,  who  did  not  know  the  circum- 
stances, which  compelled  the  Queen  to  act ; 
and  who  did  not  advert,  that  whoever  obeys  a 
power  that  cannot  be  resisted,  acts,  innocently, 
in  a  moral  sense. 

From  henceforward,  we  must  consider  Both- 
well,  as  no  longer  supported,  by  Murray, 
Morton,  Maitland,  and  the  other  conspirators. 
Morton,  and  his  associates,  now  began  to  band 
together,  secretly,  at  first,  but,  more  openly, 
afterwards,  when  they  drew  their  swords,  on  the 
10th  of  June  1567/    The  Queen,  and  Both- 


first  are  obvious  forgeries.  The  third  is  the  real  contract,  in 
57-61  :  It  was  witnessed,  by  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrew's, 
two  other  bishops,  by  Huntley,  the  Chancellor,  Maitland, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Justice- clerk,  and  her  advo- 
cate, by  the  Earls  of  Crawford,  and  Rothes,  Lord  Lindsey, 
Lord  Herries,  Lesley  the  Bishop  of  Ross,  who  signed  this 
contract,  cries  out  shame  upon  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  Bishop  of  Orkney. 

"  There  remains^  in  the  Paper  Office,  a  letter  from  Kirk- 
aldy  of  Grange  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  whose  spy  he  was, 
dated  the  26th  of  April  1567  :  He  desired  to  know  what 
part  Queen  Elizabeth  will  take :  There  are  men  enow  would 
revenge  the  murder,  but  are  afraid  of  Elizabeth.  The  Queen 
did,  soon  after,  take  her  part  against  the  Scotish  Queen,  and 
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well,  knew  so  little  of  the  intrigues, which  were 
carrying  on  against  thera,  even  before  the  epoch 
of  their  marriage,  that  they  were  in  danger  of 
a  surprise,  when  they  fled  hastily,  to  Borth- 
wick-castle,  on  the  6th  of  June  1567  ;  leaving 
£d  in  burgh-castle  in  the  doubtfull  hands  of 
Sir  James  Balfour.^  Morton,  and  his  associates, 
entered  Edinburgh,  four  days  after,  with  the 
good  will  of  the  Provost,  and  citizens  ;  and  the 
insurgent  nobles,  at  once,  assumed  thegovecn- 
raent  of  the  whole  nation,  as  if  an  abdication 
had  already  taken  place.  The  avowed  prin- 
ciple of  their  insurrection,  was,  for  treeing  the 
Queen,  from  captivity,  for  preserving  the  prince, 
and  for  punishing  the  murderers  of  her  late 
husband.'     Morton,  who  was  the  chief  of  the 


Botbwell  i  and,  as  we  have  seen,  she  ordered  Bedford,  to  ^ 
repair  to  Berwick;  to  eomfirtihe  lord*,  who  were  leagued  * 
to^lher  to  withstand  Bothwell.  Morton,  who  had  urged  oi 
Bothwell  to  bis  fate,  put  himseif  in  arms  against  Bothwell, 
on  the  lOth  of  June.-    Kirkaldy,  we  thus  see,  waa  quite  out 
of  the  real  secret. 

''  Lesley's  Defenet,  10 ;  Keith,  598. 

'  Keith,  399;  Anderson's  Col.  i.  188:  Goodull.  i.  366-7  : 
The  proclamations  of  the  insurgents  were,  undoubtedly, 
very  artful,  and  threw  the  Queen  into  a  complete  snare.  The 
audacity  of  impudence,  in  Morton,  by  acting  thus,  would  be 
very  wonderful,  in  any  other  character,  thnn  in  sucb  a  mla- 
cicant :  He  was  the  leading  member  of  llie  conspiracy  :  H« 


4 
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insurgents^  was  also  one  of  the  chief  murderera 
of  Darnley. 

Morton  was  now  the  very  soul  of  this  new 
insurrection ;  having  the  secret  of  Murray^  with 
the  confidence  of  Cecil:  And^  he  drew  his 
sword>  and  went  into  insurrection,  which  was 
wholly  founded  upon  an  audacious  assump- 
tion of  what  did  not  exist,  except  in  gross  pre- 
tence :  The  Queen  was,  no  longer,  in  captivity ; 
the  Prince  was  safe,  within  Stirling-castle,  in 
the  care  of  Mar,  one  of  the  insurgents ;  and 
Morton  himself,  Maitland,  the  Secretaiy,  and 
James  Eari  Bothwell,  were  the  three  principal 
assassins/  Morton  had  already  conducted  the 
conspiracy  of  Craigmillar  with  complete  success 


it  waSj  who  encouraged  BothweU  to  commit  the  murder  ;  he 
was  himself  guilty  of  the  same  crime  ;  and  was  afterwards 
convicted,  and  executed  for  the  treason  :  Morton  stood,  by 
Bothwell,  in  the  Justice-court,  and  obtained  his  acquittal : 
And,  he  was,  afterwards,  the  leader  in  the  bond,  for  de- 
fending Bothwell*s  innocence,  and  his  marriage,  with  the 
Queen.  The  duplicity  of  this  principal  villain  is  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  the  plot,  and  of  the  depravity  of  the  con- 
spiracy. 

*  Morton,  and  Maitland,  were  both  convicted,  and  died 
for  this  very  offence,  which  they  now  so  much  deplored  ; 
and  for  punishing  whereof  they  now  took  arms :  The  Queen 
afterwards,  complained,  that  no  one  drew  his  sword,  for  her 
relief,  before  her  marriage  with  Bothwell ! 
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to  the  very  last  object  of  that  nefarious  plot, 
namely,  the  dethronement  of  the  Queen  :    And 
he  now  took  arras,  to  free  her  from  captivity, 
Fonr  (lays,  after,  those  purposes  of  insurrection 
were  avowed,  by  proclamation,  the  Queen  left 
I  Botbwell,   at    Carherry-hill,  who  was  desired, 
to  retire,  quietly,  and  no  one  should  follow  him  ; 
I  and  on  the  Idth  of  June  1567,  she  joined  the 
'  insurgents  ;  taking  merely,  a  verbal  engage- 
ment, that  they  would  receive  her,  as   their 
Queen,  and  obey  her,  as  their  sovereign,  ac- 
cording to  their  avowed  principles.     They  im- 
mediately, violated  all  their  engagements,  whe- 
ther by  proclamation,  or  by  verbal  agreement : 
They  carried  the  deluded  Queen,  as  a  captive,  to 
Edinburgh  ;  and  in  the  subsequent  night,  sent 
her  a  prisoner  to  Lochleven-castle,  on  such  mo- 
tives, as  would  not  justify  the  detention  of  a 
,  prostitute,  for  a  night .'  As  the  Queen  was  now 


*  Tbe  w.irrunt,  far  commitljng  tbe  Queen  to  prison,  untl 
dethronitig  her,  may  be  seeD]  in  Laing's  Appendix,  [Keith. 
403-3]  Of  those  events  the  following;  is  Cecil's  delusive 
account  to  Norris,  the  English  Ambassador,  at  Paris  :  '*  Tbe 
beat  part  the  nobility  liatbcoafedenited  ibeniselves,  to  follow, 
by  way  of  justice,  the  condemnation  of  Bothwell,  and  his 
complices,  for  the  murder  of  the  King  :  Bothwell  defends 
himself,  hy  the  Queen's  mjuntenance,  and  tlie  Hamillont^ 
•0  04  be  hath  some  party,  though  it  be  not  great :  The  150 
ofthii  month,  he  brought  tbe  Queen  into  tbe  field  j 
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dethroned^  here  was  the  denouement  of  the  tra- 
gical plot  of  Craigmillar-castle. 

When  the  Queen  left  Bothwell^  at  Carberry- 
hill^  on  assurances^  that  were  never  fulfilled^ 
Kirkaldy,  the  agent,  for  the  insurgents,  took 
him,  by  the  hand,  and  desired  Um  to  withdraw, 
while  he  would  ensure  his  safety.  Deserted 
thus  by  the  Queen,  on  the  15th  of  June,  a  little 
month,  after  their  marriage,  and  opposed,  by 
those,  who  had  engaged  to  defend  his  inno- 
cence, and  his  marriage,  Bothwell  retired,  from 
the  tented  field  to  Dunbar-castle, 

"  With  shame^  and  sorrow^  fill*d : 
Shame  for  his  foUy ;  sorrow  out  of  time. 
For  plotting  an  unprofitable  crime." 

But,  according  to  Cecil's  misrepresentation, 
the  insurgents  only  restrained  the  Queen,  until 
they  came  to  the  end  of  their  pursuit  against 
Bothwell,  who  had  been  already  acquitted,  and 
secondly  declared  innocent,  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
insurgents  themselves :   Yet,  the  conspirators 


her  power,  which  was  so  small,  as  he  escaped  himself,  with- 
out fighting,  and  left  the  Queen,  in  the  field ;  and  she  yield- 
ing herself  to  the  lords,  flatly  denied,  to  g^nt  justice  against 
BothweU)  so  as  they  have  restrained  her,  in  Lochleven, 
until  they  may  come  to  the  end  of  their  pursuit  against 
BothweU.'*  Such,  then,  is  the  deliberate  falsehood  of  Secre- 
tary  Cecil !  And,  the  Cabala  is  the  record  of  his  guilt.  This 
story,  however,  was  su£Bcient  to  delude  the  court  of  France. 
VOL.  III.  F 
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having  obtained  the  great  prize  of  the  Queen's*  J 
person,  plainly  permitted  Bothwell  to  retire,  T 
witbout  pursuit,  to  Dunbar-castle/ 

On  the  16th  of  June,  the  insurgent  DobleB>| 
entered  into  a  bond  of  association,  "  for  prose- 
cuting the  Earl  of  Bothwell."    And,  in  this 
association  was  Included  Sir  James  Balfour, 
the  keeper  of  Edinburgh-castle,  who  had  been  J 
gained,  by  Secretary  Maitland.    On  the  i20tb^/| 
of  June,  Bothwell  is  said  to  have  sent  his  ser-  ' 
vant,  Da)gleish,  to  the  castle,  to  bring,  froui 
Balfour,  a  boxful  of  letters,  which  Morton  as- 

'  Camden,  the  feirest,  and  best  historian  ofthose  terriblal 
times,  is  positive  upon  the  point,  that  Bothwell  was  allowed  ' 
to  escape;  as  his  detention  was  dan^rous  to  the  insurgents 
themselves;  and  as  their  real  iatentiou  was  the  dethrone- 
ment of  the  Queen :  They  now  had  her  in  Liochlevea,  and 
had  only  to  say,  that  she  was  no  longer  Queen,  and  to  pro- 
claim her  son,  with  Murray  for  his  regent.  "  Scarcely  hod 
Murray  left  England,"  says  Cumden,  "  when  those,  who  had 
acquitted  Bothwell,  from  the  guilt  of  the  murder,  and  had 
given  him  their  consent  under  their  hands  (by  the  bond)  ta 
the  marriage,  took  onus  against  him,  as  if  they  would  nppre- 
hend  him ;  whereas,  indeed,  they  gave  him  secret  notice,  to 
pro>-ide,  for  himself,  by  flight ;  and  this,  to  no  other  pur- 
pose, but  lest  he.  being  apprehended,  should  reveal  the 
whole  plot ;  and  that  they  might  allege  bis  flight,  as  on 
argument  to  accuse  the  Queen  of  the  murder  of  the  King." 
[Life  ofEUi.  Traail.  94.]  The  whole  StaU  Papers  confirm 
this  representation  of  Camden,  who  bad  his  occtiraie  ia- 
fomution,  from  the  Cotlooian  Library. 


■ 
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sertcd  he  had  iotercepted :  But,  what  is  impro- 
bable is  not  easily  believed!  On  the  26tb  of 
June,  Dalgleiah  was  examined,  by  Morton  and 
other  Privy  Counsellors,  concerning  the  King's 
murder ;  but,  they  did  not  ask  him  a  question, 
about  the  interception  of  the  box.  On  the  same 
2Gth  of  June,  there  was  issued  an  Act  of  the 
Privy  Council,  "for  apprehending  Botliwell ;" 
He  is  now  charged,  with  being  the  principal 
actor  in  the  murder ;  with  ravisbingthe  Queen's 
person,  with  enforcing  her  to  marry  him  :  Con- 
sidering her  as  an  oppressed,  and  innocent 
woman,  under  hisbondage  and  thraldom:  And, 
the  insurgents  offered  a  reward  of  a  thousand 
crowns,  for  bringing  him  to  Edinburgh ;  in 
order  that  justice  may  be  done  upon  him.  This 
proceeding,  ten  days  after  the  Queen  had  been 
imprisoned  in  Lochleven,  is  a  mockery  to  her ; 
while  they  gave  notice  to  the  wrong-doer,  to 
withdraw  from  a  country,  that  could  no  longer 
tolerate  him.  Ten  days  after,  he  did  retire, 
from  Dunbar,  by  water,  into  Murray-shire, 
where  he  was  entertained,  by  his  grand-uncle, 
the  bishop,  in  the  same  house  of  Spynie,  where 
be  had  been  bred.  He  was  not  long  after 
obliged  to  seek  for  shelter,  in  his  Dukedom 
of  Orkney,  where  he  was  refused  access  into 
the  castle,  by  Gilbert  Balfour,  his  own  keeper 
of  it.     As  he  was  now  pursued,  by  a  small 
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fleet,  which  had  been  sent,  from  Leith,  in 
quest  of  hiin,  he  fled  to  the  coast  of  Norway, 
where  be  was  arrested,  by  the  Danish  govern- 
meot.  It  is  quite  apparent,  that  the  chief  con- 
spirators, Murray,  Morton,  aud  Maitland,  had 

I  ft  stronger  interest,  in  driviog  Bothwell,  fi-om 
Dunbar,  after  three    weeks   respite,  than   in 

I  bringing  Lira,  for  trial,  to  Edinburgh ;'  as  be 
had  tbeir  engagements,  in  writing,  to  save  bira 
harmless  ;  and  might  easily  have  disclosed  the 

I  detail  of  the  whole  conspiracy. 

Bothwell,  after  a  long  respite,  was  at  length 
driven  away  from  Scotland.  He  could  not 
DOW  reveal  secrets ;  he  could  not  state  the 
names,  and  the  conduct  of  all  those,  who  had 
prompted,  aud  aided  him,  to  make  his  trea- 
sonous attack  on  the  Queen's  person,  and  to 

[  force  her  to  marry  him.     He  remained  many  a 
year,  in  the  prisons  of  Denmark,  while  the  Da- 
nish King,  understanding  the  true  state  oft! 
singular  facts,  refused  to  deliver  him,  either 

,  Elizabeth's  desire,   or  the  regent's  entreaty^ 


»  On  the  last  of  September,  the  castle  of  Dunbar,  which 
had  been  held,  for  Bothwell.  hilherto,  was  surrendered  lu 
the  Regent  Alurray,  who  ordered  it  to  be  demolbhed.  Bir- 
rel,  14. 

■>  Elizabeth,  on  the  29th  of  Marcb  1568,  wrote  to  thai 
Ouush  King  a  letter,  on  the  same  lul^ect ;  uiging  him  t 
cause  BothwcU  to  be  delivered  to  the  Scolub  goveramed 
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Botbwell^  however^  some  years  after^  signified 
his  consent  to  be  divorced^  from  the  Queen, 
who  could  no  loiter  be  of  any  benefit  to  him. 

On  the  20th  of  December  1567,  the  last  day 
of  Murray's  Parliament,  Bothwell  was  forfeited, 
for  various  points  of  treason,  concerning  the 
Queen's  personal  arrestment,  and  enforced 
marriage,  which  form  the  most  decisive  proo&, 
of  the  Queen's  innocence,  who  could  not  be 
guilty,  while  she  acted  under  the  constraint, 
that  she  could  not  resist.'  The  regent's  go- 
vernment, consisting,  chiefly,  of  the  conspi- 
rators against  the  Queen,  carried  their  zeal,  for 
the  punishments  of  Bothwell,  and  his  agents, 
to  a  great  height,  as  it  freed  themselves  from 
suspicion. 

The  regent  Murray  sent  Stewart,  the  Lion 
King,  to  Denmark,  not  only  to  announce  his 
elevation,  but  to  solicit  the  delivery  of  Bothwell, 

[Sec  her  violent  letter,  in  Hearne*s  Robert  of  Gloucester,  ii. 
671-3] 

*  Birrel,  14.  Sir  Lewis  Stewart's  MS.  Collections;  and  the 
Jcta  Pari.  iii.  5-8.  It  is  at  the  same  time  remarkable,  that 
the  Privy  Council,  with  Morton,  at  the  head  of  it,  in  an  Act 
of  the  3 1st  of  July^  charged  Bothwell,  with  treasonably 
seizing  the  Queen's  person;  with  leading  her  captive  to 
Dunbar ;  with  constraining  her,  being  in  his  bondage,  and 
thraldom,  to  contract  a  marriage  with  him.  [Anderson's 
Coll.  u  142.]  These  were  three  of  the  very  treasons,  for 
which  the  Parliament  of  December  1567,  attainted  Bothwell. 
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which  was  not  conceded  to  those,  who  were 
not  supposed  to  be  quite  innocent  themselves. 
The  regent  Lennox  sent  Morton,  Pitcairne,  and 
M'Gill,  to  solicit  Elizabeth,  for  the  delivery  of 
Mary  to  him  ;  and  he  dispatched  Thomas  Bu- 
chanan, to  Copenhagen;  in  order  to  obtain 
the  guilty  person  of  Bothwell :  But,  as  the  ob- 
jects of  those  solicitations  were  known,  and 
detested,  neither  the  Queen,  nor  Bothwell,  was 
delivered  into  such  treacherous  hands.^ 

In  the  meantime,  the  friends  of  Maiy  were 
more  successful,  when  they  applied  to  Bothwell, 
for  a  written  assent,  to  his  divorce  from  the 
Queen :  In  1569,  he  gave  a  letter,  or  rather  a 
mandate  to  Lord  Boyd,  signifying  his  i 


''  Morton,  and  his  two  associates,  received,  wliile  they 
were  ut  the  court  of  Elizabeth,  a  letter  from  Thomas  Bu- 
chanan, Lennox's  agent,  in  Denmark,  dated  on  the  90th  of 
January  1570-1-  They  detained  this  letter,  for  some  time, 
from  the  Regent  Lennox  :  For  that  we  had  no  will,  aaid 
they,  the  contents  of  the  some  should  be  known ;  fearing 
that  some  words,  or  matters,  mentioned  in  the  same,  being 
dispersed  here,  as  such  news  should  rather  have  hindered, 
than  furthered  our  cause  :  Being  asked,  by  Secretary  CecQj 
to  see  this  letter,  from  Thomas  Buchanan,  they  gave  him  a 
copy  i  omitting  such  things,  as  they  thought  uot  meet  to 
be  shown.  [Goodall,  ii.  332.]  Knaves  will  always  act  as 
knaves  :  We  thus  see,  Morton,  the  Chancellor  of  Scotland) 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  M'Gill,  the  Clerk  Register,  im- 
posing upon  the  English  govemmenl,  by  a  falsificatioa  ! 
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to  such  a  divorce.'  But,  when  I^rd  Boyd 
repaired  to  the  Convention  of  Perth,  in  Fe- 
bruary 1572-3,  the  ruling  powers  refused  their 
assent,  though  one  of  the  principles  of  their  in- 
surrection had  been,  to  separate  the  Queen, 
from  her  enforced  marriage  ;  But,  they  acted, 
merely,  as  they  were  required,  by  Elizabeth, 
who  did  not  approve  of  such  a  divorce,  as  it 
might  have  gratified  Mary. 

Bothwell  appears,  thenceforth,  to  have  been 
little  noticed  by  any  of  the  parties,  either  in 
England,  or  in  Scotland.  And,  he  died  in  the 
Danish  castle  of  Malmay,  towards  the  end  of 
1576;  declaring  with  his  last  breath,  that 
the  Scotish  Queen  was  quite  unconscious  of 
the  death  of  Darnley,  which  had  been  pro- 
cured, by  the  advice,  and  actions  of  Murray, 
and  Maitland,  and  Morton.'"    It  is  unneces- 

'The  above  letter,  or  mandate,  remained  nmong  the 
bmHj  papers  of  Lord  Boyd's  descendants,  eveD  below  the 
yetr  1746 }  and  is  a  new  intimation,  for  the  Scotish  histo- 
riwts. 

"  Ciunden'l  Life  o/EUiabelh,  137-  In  Sinclair'e  MS.  Hu- 
Ipry  of  Scotland,  which  was  written,  at  the  time,  and  re- 
mained, in  the  Scots  CoUege,  at  Pans,  till  recent  times, 
p.  796-7,  there  was  the  following  passage :  "fiothwcU,  at 
"  bis  death,  and  several  times  before,  dechircd  on  his  oath, 
"  that  he  liimself  committed  the  murder,  hy  the  counsells 
"  ii  Murray^  and  Morton  j  and  that  the  Queen  was  alto- 
V  iiuioccnt,  aad  knew  nothing  of  t!ie  murder."      To 
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sary  to  elaborate  such  points :  Every  fact^  and 
circumstance ;  every  authentick  document,  and 
subsequent  discovery ;  concur  to  evince  the 
Queen's  unconsciousness  of  her  husband's  mur- 
der,  which  was  clearly  effected,  by  the  over- 
powering conspiracy  of  Murray's  foction,  with 
Bothwell,  for  the  conspirators'  instrument  and 
victim,  on  that  occasion. 


€€ 
it 


this,  Sinclair  added^ ''  that  the  King  of  Denmark  sent  au- 
thentick copies  of  BothwelVs  dedaration  to  the  Queen  of 
England^  and  other  princes/'  In  a  letter,  from  Mary,  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  her  Ambassador,  at  Paris,  dated 
the  6th  of  January  I577>  in  the  Scots  College,  Paris,  Mem, 
Scot.  tom.  ix.  fol.  8,  she  says,  that  the  King  of  Denmark 
had  sent  to  Queen  Elizabeth  the  testament  [declaration]  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Bothwell  j  but,  that  she  had  secretly  sup- 
pressed it.  Before  the  Bishop  of  Sconen,  and  four  of  the 
Danish  lords,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  solenmly  declared  what 
he  knew  of  the  late  King's  death,  after  apologizing  for  his 
weakness,  which  prevented  him,  from  speaking  much,  that 
the  Queen  was  innocent  of  the  King's  death  j  and  that  he 
himself,  his  friends,  and  certain  of  the  nobility,  were  the 
only  authors  of  it.  [Mem.  Scot.  tom.  ix.  145.]  From  Sir 
John  Forster's  letter  to  Secretary  Walsingham,  we  learn, 
that  Bothwell's  Tatament  was  given  in  evidence  against 
Morton  on  his  trial  for  the  King's  murden 
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SUBSIDIARY  DOCUMENTS- 


No.  I.— Of  the  Trial  tf  BofhxDeU,  fyr  the  Murder  of 
Henry  ^  late  King  tf  Scots : — Vrurjfs  Letter  to  Cecily 
on  this  subject. 

That  the  trial  of  Bothwell^  on  the  12th  of  April  1567, 
was  ooUuaiYe  is  quite  apparent :  It  was  an  essential  part 
of  the  conspiracy  ci  Murray's  faction,  for  the  Ejng^s 
death,  that  Bothwell  their  catVpaw,  should  he  saved 
harmless.  Morton,  and  Maitland,  acting  for  that  fac- 
tion, did  protect  him  on  his  trial ;  and  did  obtain  his 
aoquittaL  Kdth,  p.  373-37^,  has  ccdlected  the  princi- 
pal circumstances  of  this  notorious  adjudication.  Sir 
Lewis  Stewart  has  gathered  into  his  MS.  Collections, 
merely  ihe  aasizef  or  list  of  the  Jurors.  He  concurs  with 
the  Documents,  in  Keith,  that  the  fact  of  the  murder 
was  charged,  as  committed,  on  the  9th  of  February 
1567,  when  it  ought  to  have  been,  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month.  On  this  head,  little  more  need  be  said,  as 
indeed  Uttle  additional  is  to  be  attained.  But,  as  Queen 
Elizabeth  interposed,  with  Mary,  to  delay  the  proceed- 
ings ;  sending  a  letter  to  that  effect,  which  was  conveyed, 
by  the  Provost  Marshall  of  Berwick  to  Holyrood-house ; 
it  may  gratify  a  reasonable  curiosity,  to  see  how  he  was 
received  there,  on  the  morning  of  the  trial  of  Bothwell ; 
who  appeared  to  protect  him ;  and  what  were  the  opi- 
nions of  Edinburgh,  on  that  occasion.  The  letter  of 
Sir  Wm.  Drury  to  Secretary  Cecil,  on  those  subjects,  is 
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preserved,  in  the  Paper  Office,  Vol.  18,  No.  20 ;  and  b 
hereunto  subjoined: — 

(2)  Right  Honorable— The  Queene's  Ma"  letter  di- 
rected to  the  Quene  of  Scotts  I  receved  the  xt  hereof,  at 
X  of  the  clock,  which  forth""  I  depeached  by  the  Prtv 
vost  Marshall  here,  who  in  myne  opinion  was  oot  the 
umncetesl  I  could  choose  for  the  purpose.  He  arrived 
at  the  Court  the  xii">  at  vi  in  the  moreninge,  and  then 
uaed  his  diligence  ymediatly  to  deliver  his  letter,  whidi 
he  hadd  in  chardge  to  the  Quene,  attending  some 
space  in  Court,  procuring  all  that  he  might  by  the 
meanes  of  such  as  were  nere  her  person,  who  told  him  it 
was  e&rlie,  and  that  her  tna''  was  asteepe,  and  therefore 
advised  him  to  tary  some  ty me  thereabouts  till  she  aros^ 
w*"  he  did,  going  owt  of  the  Court  in  to  the  lowne,  and 
shortely  after  returned,  she  being  not  yet  lyscn,  and 
therfore  walked  abowt  till  ix,  or  almost  terie  of  the 
clock,  when  as  all  the  lords  and  gentlemen  were  assembled 
taking  their  horsse,  and  then  thinking  his  opertunitle 
aptest,  going  into  the  Court  as  a  little  before  he  did  (the 
cgntentA  of  the  letter  he  brought  being  conjectured  and 
bruted  to  be  for  stay  of  the  Assiss)  was  denyed  passage 
into  the  court  in  very  uncourtouse  maner,  not  w'*oul  some 
violence  ofiVed,  which  seing  he  could  not  be  permitted 
to  have  recoursse  into  the  court,  as  all  other  personet 
whatsoever  they  were  j  he  requested  that  some  genteU 
man  of  credite  would  undertake  faytliefully  to  deliver  his 
letter  from  the  Qiiecnes  ma'''  of  England  to  the  Quene 
iheir  sovereigne,  w'*"  none  would  seeme  to  undertake. 
Uppon  this  came  unto  him  tlie  Parson  of  Oldehamc- 
stuck,  surnamed  Heybomc,  who  told  him  that  th'  Erie 
Bodwell  hadd  tent  him  w"*  this  message,  that  th'  Erie, 


then   

vhidi^^H 
goodjj^H 
r  the  ^* 
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iiDderstanding  he  hadd  leilers  for  the  Quene,  would  ad- 
vise him  to  reiyre  him  to  liis  ease  or  abont  some  other 
his  buseness,  for  ihe  Quene  was  so  molested  and  dis- 
quieted w""  the  business  of  that  day,  that  he  saw  no  like- 
Idiood  of  anie  roeete  tyme  to  serve  his  tume  tdl  after  the 
Afsiss.  Then  came  the  Lorde  of  Skyrling,  who  asked 
him  if  his  letters  were  ether  from  the  counsell  or  the 
Queenes  ma'%  he  told  him  from  the  Qucencs  ma'"  only 
— then  sayd  he,  ye  shall  be  soone  dispoched,  and  so  re- 
turning into  the  Court,  d^ired  the  said  Parson  to  keepe 
bid  company  at  the  gate,  n"'  he  did,  and  thereW''  es- 
pieiog  a  Scottisheman  whome  lie  hadd  for  a  guide,  tooke 
occaaon  to  repreliend  and  threaten  him  of  han^ng  for 
biinging  such  Inghshe  vilaynes  as  sought  and  procured 
the  stay  of  the  AsbIbb,  w''  woords  o€  more  reproche.— 
la  this  instant  Lidington  was  coming  owt,  and  Bodwell 
«r<^  litm,  at  the  w'''  all  the  lordcs  and  gentlemen  mounted 
oa  horasebak,  till  that  Lidington  came  to  him,  demaund- 
ing  him  the  letter,  v^  he  dehvered,  th'  Erie  Budwell 
and  he  returned  to  the  Quene,  and  stayed  theare  w"'in, 
holfe  an  hower. — The  hole  trope  of  lords  and  gentelmen 
stJI!  on  horsebak  attending  for  his  coming. — Lidington 
teemed  willing  to  have  passed  by  the  Provost  w"'out  any 
spcAch,  but  he  pressed  towards  liim,  and  asked  him  yf 
the  Queenea  ma*'  hadd  perused  the  letter,  and  whatser- 
rice  it  would  please  her  ma'''  to  comaunde  him  back 
agsyne.— He  answered  that  as  yet  the  Quetie  was  sleejv 
ing,  and  therefore  hadd  not  delivered  the  letter,  and 
tbouglit  there  would  not  be  anlc  meetc  tyme  for  it  till 
ifWr  llic  Asaiss,  whert-for  he  willed  him  to  attende.  So 
ff^'™g  place  to  the  thronge  of  people  that  passed,  w'" 
Batej  and  by  the  estiuiacon  of  men  of  good  judge- 
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ments  above  IIH"  gentlemen  besids  otber — Th'  Erie 
Bodwell  passed  w'*'  a  mery  and  lustie  chore,  attended  on 
w*^  all  the  aouldiers  being  VC  all  harkebuzers  to  the 
Tolbowth,  and  there  kepte  the  doore,_thal  none  might 
enter  but  such  as  were  more  for  the  beliofe  of  the  one 
lade  then  the  tolher. — The  Assise  began  bctwene  ten  and 
aleven  and  ended  vii  in  the  after  none. 

The'  Erie  of  Argnile  and  Hunleley,  cheefe  judges. 
What  perticulerly  was  done  or  sayde  theare  I  canne  not 
yet  leme,  more  then  that  there  were  two  advocate,  called 
Crayfordg  and  Cuninghatn,  for  th'  Erie  of  Lenox,  who 
accused  th'  Erie  Bodwell  for  the  murder  of  tlie  King, 
alleadging  certeine  documents  for  the  same,  and  desiring 
fortie  dayes  terme  Icnger,  for  the  more  perElte  and 
readier  collection  of  bis  proofes,  and  the  said  Erie  of 
Lenox  wouJde  be  bounde  to  prove  uppon  Bodwelle,  that 
It  was  his  act  in  woorde  and  deed,  and  therfore  yf  tbey 
clered  him  id  that  Assiss  they  protested  for  wilful) 
error. 

Sixe  of  them  w"''  sett  uppon  him,  naiher  quiled  him 
nor  clered,  but  were  s'dent :  who  they  be  I  canne  not 
yet  tell. 

Th'  Erie  Morton  refused  to  be  of  the  Assiss,  sayeing 
that  to  serve  her  ma'"  he  would  be  gladd,  howbeitin  this 
cawse  thoughe  the  King  hadd  forgotten  his  part  in  res- 
pect of  nature  towards  him,  yet  for  that  he  was  his 
kinseman,  be  would  rather  pay  the  forfecte,  which  was 
C*-  Scottish. 

Th'  Erie  Creyford  would  gladly  have  been  of  tlie  As- 
siss, but  could  nut  be  admitted. 

Th'  Erie  Castells  because  he  refused  to  be  of  the  A9- 
•iu,  the  Quene  comaunded  him  upon  payne  of  treason, 
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eather  to  goe  to  ward  to  Dunbarre,  or  ells  to  acoepte  the 
other  her  pleasure. 

It  18  affirmed  that  at  this  Asass  none  were  sworen. 

TW  Erie  Bodwell  hath  satt  up  a  cartell  ymediately 
w^  the  ending  of  the  Assiss,  declaring  him  selfe  quite 
and  dere  of  this  murder,  o£Pering  him  selfe  to  defende 
any  challenge  therof  w^  his  bodie  by  anie  Scott,  Inglish- 
mann,  or  Frenshe,  or  anie  other  what  soever  he  be,  so  he 
be  not  a  person  infamed.  I  have  not  yet  the  oopie  of  it, 
but  I  loAe  for  it,  and  your  bono'  shall  have  it. 

James  Bawfoure  mjmded  w^  full  determinaSon  to 
have  hadd  an  Assiss  for  him  in  like  mafier,  but  nowe 
uppon  I  wote  not  what  dowbte,  is  gladd  to  take  better 
advisemet. 

Th^  Erie  of  Lennox,  as  one  of  his  owne  men  sayeth, 
was  on  the  way  coming  to  the  Assiss,  till  he  mett  w^  a 
message  from  the  Queue,  that  he  shuld  not  come  to  the 
Court  w^  above  vi  in  nomber,  whereuppon  he  returned. 

Yesterday  beganne  the  Farliamet,  in  the  y/^^  it  is 
thought  shall  be  little  matter  more  treated  then  the  re- 
stonng  Hunteley,  and  Sutherland,  and  the  advaunce- 
met  of  Bodwell  to  the  dukedom  of  Rossay. — Tomorrowe 
or  uppon  Fryday  it  is  thought  the  Queue  goeth  in  per- 
son to  the  Farliament. 

Touching  Ireland  I  can  yet  leme  nothing  more  then 
that  there  are  certeine  of  Aneales  men,  three  or  iiii  or 
thereabowts,  w***  nowe  lie  at  Kingcome  in  Scotland,  in- 
tending to  embarke  for  Flaunders,  pretending  some 
matter  w^  King  of  Spayne  nowe  at  his  coming  thither. 
Occmer  in  Scotland  hath  sent  me  a  cople  of  letters  w""^ 
Aneale  wrote  unto  the  French  King,  and  Cardinall  of 
Loreine,  and  I  send  them  herew^. 
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Toudiing  the  aunswere  of  the  Soottkhe  Quene  I  Bend 
her  letter  herew^,  w'^  was  the  cause  of  my  silence^  The 
messenger  could  not  have  his  <£spach  sooner  then  yes- 
terday at  u  of  the  docke,  and  to  importune  it  other  then 
Eke  a  beggar  at  the  gate  was  not  toUerable,  for  furder 
recourse  he  could  not  have  in  to  the  Court,  then  to 
the  gate,  w*^  was  moore  woondred  at  of  all  sortes  both 
BoMe  and  gentlemen,  dien  he  therew^  was  greved.  Le 
Crocque  sayd  he  would  tell  the  Quene  thereof,  and 
jLedington  desired  him  to  take  it  in  good  part,  it  was 
not  in  him  to  ranedy. 

All  the  Court  nowe  weareth  the  dole,  w«^  they  did 
not  befijie  Le  Crocq  came. 

The  Lord  of  Skirling,  or  Trebrown,  shall  have  the 
office  of  comptroller  of  the  Queenes  howse. 

Th^  Erie  of  Lenox  being  at  Starling  of  late,  sawe  the 
prince,  in  the  presence  of  the  Erie  of  Marre,  whome  he 
requested,  as  he  hadd  allwayes  been  faythfuQ  to  the 
Crowne,  so  he  would,  in  this  diardge,  have  most  earnest 
regard  thereunto. 

Thus  having  nothing  furder  to  troUe  your  Ikhio^  I 
humUely  take  my  leave. — From  Berwick  this  xv^  of 
Aprill  1567. 

Wh.  Deubt. 
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No.  II, — Of  the  icveral  Grants,  which  were  said  to  be 
made,  by  the  Scotiah  Queen,  to  James,  Earl  Bot/t- 
welt. 
Tbx  calumuiators  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  talk  largely  of 
her  loading  Bothwell  with  marks  of  her  bounty,  by  coa- 
ferriDg  on  him  extensive  estates,  and  important  oHices.* 
Robertson  lap,  that  in  the  Parliament  of  April  15G7, 
the  Queen  granted  Bothwctl  a  ratification  of  all  the  vast 
possesnons,  and  honours,  which  she  had  con/erred  np<m 
hint.^  It  ought  to  have  been  said,  that  the  ParUament 
granted  a  ratification  of  his  estates,  and  honours,  which 
Iiad  descended  to  him,  from  his  father,  and  grandfather, 
except  tlie  office  of  Keeper  of  the  castle  of  Dunbar,  and 
the  caallewards  to  the  same  beloD^ng,'     The  ratifies- 

*  Robertson's  Hitt.  i.  SH;  Lalng's  Ditsertalion,  i.  IS- 
IS, &c. 

■'  Dutertation,  173,  aod  Hut.  i.  348)  and  LMng  makes 
the  same  assertion,  in  rather  stronger  terms,  in  hia  D'aiert. 
73  i  and  in  |i.  IS,  that  the  Queen  had  given  to  Bothwelt 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  As  a.  Inwyer,  Laing  might 
Itave  seen,  in  Sir  James  Stiiiut's  Answer  to  Dirleton')  Doubls, 
that  this  office  had  been  gnmted  hereditarili/,  to  Earl  Adam, 
ID  ISU  :  I  will  not  chai^  those  writers  with  stating  deli- 
berau  falsehood  ;  but,  I  nill  say,  that  they  had  done  well, 
lo  hare  learned,  distinctly,  what  they  asserted  j  when  they 
were  to  calumniate  a  woman,  and  criminate  a  Queen. 

•  Acta  Pari.  ii.  550-1.  Pricy  Seal  Reg.  xxxv.  fol.  M. 
Ob  the  1st  of  March  156$-7,  BothwcU  had  a  grant,  for  the 
good  wrvicca  done  to  the  Queen-mother,  and  lo  the  Queen, 
of  all  tha  casualties  of  ward,  &c.  due  by  his  father,  and  him- 
•cU,  whereof  no  account  had  been  made,  by  them,  or  their 
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tion,  which  was  granted  to  fiothwell,  by  this  healing 
Parliament,  in  Aiiril  1567,  "as  on'y  one,  among  a  hun- 
dred others,  [wirticularly  to  Murray,  and  Morton,  and  to 
their  friends.  But,  such  were  the  prejudices  of  Robert- 
son, and  Laing,  that  they  did  not  comprehend  wtiat  was 
done,  at  that  memorable  Parliament."' 

2.  The  second  head  of  calumniation  arises,  from  the 
wilhng  falsehood  of  Knox,  concerning  the  Lieutenancy  of 
the  Borders:  He  tells  us,*  "  that  on  Bothwell's  return 
to  Scotland,  in  1503,  during  Murray's  reljellion.  Both  well 
was  placed  on  thr  Council,  and  appointed  Lieutenant  of 
the  Middle  and  West  Marches/  Upon  the  falsehood  of 
Knos,  Robertson  and  Laing  built  (heir  own  fabricks : 
Bubcrtson  tell  us,  "  Bothwell  nas,  in  1560,  Lieutenant 
or  ffardcn,  of  all  the  Marches,  an  office  among  the  most 
important, in  the  kingdom;  and  though,  usually,  divided 
into  three  distinct  governments,  bestowed,  by  the  Queen's 


deputies,  in  the  Queen's  checker.  \_Ptwi/  Seal  Reg.  xxxvi. 
to\.  34.]  Robertson,  and  Laing',  wlio  did  not  search  the  re- 
cords for  facts,  seem  not  to  have  knonn  of  this  gniDt  of 
casualtieii  to  liothwell. 

**  See  a  list  of  the  Acta  oF  Parliament,  which  were  then 
passed,  in  Keith  379-80,  and  the  printed  Pari.  Record. 
7M.  '  Hitt.  386. 

'  Keith,  lfi7,  has  trsnacribed,  from  the  Privy  Council 
Register,  of  the  6th  of  September  lliGI,  the  appointment  of 
Bothwell,  as  a  Privy  Counsellor,  on  the  Queen's  arritul 
from  France,  when  her  bnstanl  brother,  tlie  Lord  James,  wns 
Bp]K>inlcd  chief  minister)  and  when  James  Earl  uf  Both- 
well  was  placed  the  fourth,  on  the  list  of  t'rivy  CoiinKellorSi 
under  the  ministry  of  the  Lord  Jauic,  as  Mar,  or  Murrt 
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(kfour,  apoQ  him  alone;*  So,  Lung  sajs^iAo^f noddr* 
lfof»  to,  the  War^n8hip\oi  the  thre^  Marches,  till  tt^a 
caoSeaned  iqpon  separate  p^rsons^.  1|q  was  re«rardec}>*  with 
the  oflbie  of  Lieutenant.^  It  is  not  true,  that  Qothwdl 
was  evef  made  Wardaik  of  the  Marches.;  at  thflrt  time. 
Lord  Hune  was  Warden  of  the  jBast  Marches ;,  Kerr 
of  Cessfixdof  the  Middle  Marche;,And  Sir  Joha  Max* 
wall  of  the  West:  The  office,  which  BothweU  held,  was 
lAeutemmi  of  the  Marches,  an  office,  that  had  never 
been  held»  hy  three  persons :  To  this  office,  James  Earl 
Bothw^  was  first  appcunted,  in  1559^  when  the  queeiK 
mother  was  almost  overpowered,  by  the  insurgents :  And^ 
he  was  again  appcnnted,  when  the  Queen  was  oocuped, 
with  the  rebellion  of  Murray,  her  minion,  and  when 
Bothwell^s  services  were  wanted,  and  several  other  Lieu- 
tenants were  appcnnted,  in  different  districts ;  It  was  at 
the  tifne^  when  Morton  led  her  army,  Northward,  when 
he  ought  to  have  pursued  to  the  Southw^d ;  ai^d  when 
Secretary  Mmdand  remained  about  her  person,  to  betray 
her  counsels ;  as  we  know,  from  Randolph, 

3*  The  third  head  of  Calumniation  is  the  grant  of  the 
Abbeys  to  Bothwell :  Knox,  or  his  continuator,  assures 
us  that,  (after  the  death  of  Rizzio)  the  Queen  gave  Both- 
well  the  Abbeys  of  Mehx)S9  Hadington,  and  Newbottle, 
and  also  the  castle  of  Dunbar,  with  the  principal  lands  of 
the  Earldom  of  March,  which  were  the  patrimony  of  the 
Crown.*  This  mass  of  misrepresentation,  Ldng  amplifies 
in  the  foUowmg  manner:^  "On   the  assassination  of 


K  Hui.  i.  228.  ^  Dirsert.  i.  13. 

»  Hist  of  the  Ref.  296. 

^  Diuert.  13  :  The  authorities  quoted  by  him  are,  Knox, 

VOL.  III.  G 


7S  THE  LIFE  OF       [M»m.  IV.  Mmoir  of 

Rizzio,  BothwcH  acquired,  by  his  successful  services,  the 
most  unbounded  influence  over  the  mind  of  the  Queen : 
In  addition  to  the  Wardenship  of  the  Three  Marches, 
till  then  conferred  upon  separate  persons,  he  was  reward- 
ed with  tfi^  office  of  Lord  Higfi  Admiral,  the  Abbeys  of 
Melros,  and  Hadington,  and  the  Castle  and  Lordship 
of  Dunbar,  together  with  an  extensive  grant  of  the 
Crown  demesnes."  What  egregious  misrepresentstion  ! 
The  continuator  of  Knox,  merely,  states  the  grant  of  the 
three  Abbeys  of  Melros,  Hadington,  and  Newbottle. 
Now ;  of  Melros,  first :  Bothweli  never  obtmned  this 
Abbey,  from  the  Queen  ;  and  could  not  obtain  it ;  aa  it 
▼as  held  for  life,  by  Michael  Balfour,  the  C'ommendator, 
who  held  it  till  his  death,  in  1 569.  The  adtninistralion 
had  rather  been  taken  from  Bothweli,  by  the  Queen's  mi 
nion,  soon  after  her  return,  in  August  1561.  Bothweli, 
when  acting,  strenuously,  on  the  Borders,  as  Lieutenant, 
for  the  regent  Queen,  appears  to  have  obtained,  from 
her,  the  administration  of  the  vacant  Abbey,  which  he 
held  till  the  Queen's  return :  It  was  then  taken  from  him, 
and  ^ven  to  his  rival,  Arran,  by  his  enemy,  the  Queen's 
I  minion.'     When  Arran  lost   his  senses,    in   1563,  thg 


: ;  Anderson,  i.  96  j  Melvil,  69  ;  But,  in  Melvil,  there  U 

j  not  a  word  of  these  grantn  :  In  Anilerson,    there  is  not  a 

I  cyllable  of  these  grants,  but  he  says,  that  he  had  hia  great 

:es  ktredilarily ;    Even    in  Knox's    Conlinuntion,  which 

1  I<ung  quotes,  and  stigmatizes,  by  turns,  there  is  not  a  word 

^  of  the  grant  of  the  office  of  Liord  High  Admiral,  nor  of  the 

grant  of  the  demesnes   of  the  Crown.     Much  of  Lain^B 

misrepresentation  is  copied  into  the  last  Peerage,   an 

BothtuM.    Thus  is  calumny  propagated ! 

■  Keith,  19fi-«03,   and  Randolph's  letter  in  Cecil, 
November  1561. 


J.  Eari  BothweU.}    THE  SCOTISH  Q(J££N.  79 

Abbejof  Melios  was  granted  finr  life  Co  Michael  Balfour^ 
who  probably  obtained  dua  Commendatcnrship,  by  the 
influence  of  Maitland,  who  partod^  of  the  profits.""  We 
thus  see,  how  the  records,  which  contain  the  facts,  over- 
throw the  misBtatements  of  the  historians,  and  at  the 
same  time^  expose  the  avaricious  villainy  of  the  reformed 
noblea. 

2.  The  second  Abbey  laid  to  the  charge  of  BothweU 
was  thatof  Hadington,  which,  with  its  lands,  lay  in  the 
midst  of  his  domains:  His  progenitors  had,  by  establish- 
ed usage,  enjoyed  the  right  of  presenting  a  Prioress^ 
when  death  made  a  vacancy.  According  to  the  establish* 
edcustom,  Eazl  Patrick  presented  to  this  Abbey  his 
kinswoman,  Elizabeth  Hepburn,  who  was  Prioress^  at 
the  epoch  of  the  Reformation.  In  1560,  and  in  1561^ 
Earl  James  applied  to  Mary,  both  in  France,  and  in 
Scotland,  after  her  return ;  stating  the  rights  of  his  pro- 

*  Prmy  Seal  Reg.  xxxii.  fbl.  56;    lb.  xxxlH.  73.    And 
Balfoor  was,  moreover,  saddled  with  a  yearly  pension  of  500 
marks,  out  of  the  revenues  of  Melros,  to  the  Earl  of  Glen- 
cairn,  who  was  called  the  good  earl,  for  his  zeal  in  destroying 
churches :  the  good  earl  having  followed  the  good  Earl  of 
Morray  into  rebellion,  was  denounced  a  rebel  -,  and  BothweU 
for  his  services  in  crushing  the  traitorous  crimes  of  the  good 
earlit  obtained,  in  December  1565,  a  grant  of  the  escheat  of 
Glencaim*s  pension.     lb.  xxxiv.  fol.  24.     This  grant  was, 
however,  rendered  nugatory,  by  the  pardon  of  Glencairn;,  by 
Murray's  influence,   19th   March   1565-6.    When  Balfour 
died,  in  1569,  the  R^ent  Murray  granted  this  Abbey  to  his 
nephew,  James  Douglas,  the  second  son,  who  was  then  a 
boy,  of  William  Douglas  of  Lochlevcn.    Privy  Seal  Reg. 
xxxviii.  fol.  77. 
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genilors,  and  cliumiiig  the  dispoaidon  of  lliis  Abbey, 
when  it  should  become  vacant ;  as  being  "  the  native 
room,  and  kindly  possession  of  his  ramtly  i"  And  to  this 
pretension,  the  Queen  assented.  But,  in  1563,  when 
Bothwell  was  in  distress,  Secretary  Moitland  obtained  a 
grant  of  Jee^rm,  from  Elizabeth,  the  Prioress,  of  all  die 
lands,  belonging  to  Iier  Abbey  ;  And  this  grant  was 
conlirmed  to  him,  by  a  cliarter,  under  the  Great  Seal,  in 
December  1564."  After  the  death  of  the  Prioress,  the 
Queen,  in  December  I5<53,  gave  her  Secretary  a  grant  of 
the  profits  of  tins  Abbey,  of  which  his  failier.  Sir  Ri- 
chard, and  his  brother,  John,  were  appointed  the  Stew- 
ards, unt'd  tJie  appointment  of  a  Prioress."  Under  this 
grant,  Secretary  Mai tlaod  enjoyed  the  profits,  until  Mnrch 
1565'6,  when  he  engaged  in  the  wnspiracy  against  Iliz- 
zio;  and  was  thereupon  obliged  to  abscond'  Bottiwell 
now  s«ized  so  favourable  on  occasion,  to  renew  the  claims 
of  his  family  to  the  patronage  of  this  Abbey,  whereof  ho 
had  been  deprived,  by  the  artifices  of  Secretary  Maitland, 
even  in  opposition  to  the  Queen's  engagement:  And, 
upon  this  representation,  the  King,  and  Queen,  on  the 
9th  of  March  l5G5-(i,  appointed  Dame  Isabel  Hepburn 
the  Prioress  of  Hadington  Abbey,  during  her  Jifc.p  But, 
the  Abbey,  which  was  despoiled  of  its  lands,  was  of  little 
value  ;  and  the  new  Prioress,  only,  enjoyed  some  annui- 
ties, and  tithes.  The  lands  of  this  Abbey  were  held,  by 
Secretary  Maitland,  till  his  forfeiture,  in  1571,  when  they 
were  given,  by  the  regent  Lennox,  to  Lord  Lindsay,  and 
other  partizans.  The  foregoing  representations  exhibit 
a  genuine  picture  of  what  occurred,  in  almost  every  i 


■   Privy  Seal  Rrg.  xxxii.  fol.  12S. 
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trict  of  A  distracted  odutitry :  There  were  two^  or  more 
pretenders  to  every  casualty  of  die  Crown,  which,  on 
every  occasicHi,  was  by  them  solicited ;  and  when  the 
Queen  determined  the  matter,  in  favour  of  one  of  tbe 
daimantSy  the  one  bectoie  ungrateful,  and  the  other  dis- 
contented. 

3.  This  third  charge  ag^dnst  Both  well  for  monopolimig 
Abbeys,  was  that  of  Newbottle :  But,  the  charge,  in  this 
case»  was  more  groundless,  than  the  other  two :  In  1546, 
Mark  Kerr  the  second  son  of  Andrew  Kerr  of  Cessford, 
was  appointed  Commendator  of  Newbottle^  during  life : 
He  enjoyed  it  till  his  death,  in  1584,  when  it  went  to  his 
ddest  son^  Marie,  under  a  grant  of  the  Queen,  in  1567, 
to  succeed  Ins  father,  as  Ckimmendator.  This  charge 
then,  as  BothweU  never  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  any 
interest,  shows  a  strange  passion,  for  calumny,  in  those, 
who  omke,  o^  rqieat  such  groundless  charges. 

But,  wliat  were  the  calumnies  of  Buchanan  and  Knox, 
o£  llobertson  and  Laing,  to  the  incessant  endeavours  of 
Secretary  Cecil,  to  disgrace,  and  degrade  the  Scotish 
Queen,  by  the  basest  calumniations !  In  November  1 573, 
he  salt  a  series  of  questions  to  be  answered,  by  Morton  -^ 
The  last  series  of  questions  was  the  value  of  the  grants, 
by  the  Scotish  Queen  to  the  Earl  of  BothweU :  To  which 
Morton  made  the  following  answers : 

J.  Both  well  having  spent  his  whole  estate,  at  his  re* 
turn,  from  France,  in  1565,  was  first  made  Lieutenant- 
general  over  all  the  Borders. 


^  Calig.  C.  10.  fol.  114  3  M.  Crawford's  Col.  in  the  Adv 
Lib.  Edin.  iv.  w.  2  23. 
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2.  He  had  the  Abbey  of  Mdros,  wUch  was  better 
dwD  5000L  Scots,  before  his  iutromisMon  therewith. 

8.  He  had  the  Abbey  of  Hafington,  worth  lOOQt 
Seots. 

4.  He  had  the  Castle,  and  Lordship  of  Dunbar,  wordi 

£000  marks  a  year. 

5.  He  was  made  Captain  of  Edinbaigh-castle,  widi  a 
yearly  allowance  of  1000/.  Soots. 

6.  He  was  made  Duke  of  Qrkn^,  and  Lord  of  Shet- 
land, being  the  property  of  the  Crown,  worth  10,000 
marks* 

7.  He  should  have  had  the  superiority  of  Leith,  and 
feu  of  the  Canong^ite,  beside,  Edinburgh ;  to  be  more 
able  to  make  a  party,  in  the  town  of  Edinburgh. 

8.  He  had  delivered  to  him  of  the  Queen's  jewds  to 
the  value  of  20,  or  30,000  crowns.*^ 

It  may  be  observed,  as  a  general  remark  on  the  fore- 
going statement,  that  the  assertion,  or  the  affidavit,  of 
such  a  miscreant,  as  the  Earl  of  Mcnton,  who  was  devoid 
of  principle,  and  fiuthless  by  haUt,  was  unworthy  of 
any  credit.     It  is  not  true,  that  Bothwell  had  spent  his 
estates,  before  his  return  from  France,  in  1565;  as  we 
see  him  in  possession  of  his  Castles,  and  Estates,  till  his 
expulsion  from  Scotland.     (I)  The  Lieutenancy  of  the 
Borders  was  not  granted  to  him,  rither  at  the  time,  or  on 
the  occasion,  that  Morton  asserts.     (2)  We  have  already 
seen,  that  Bothwell  did  not  obtmn  the  Abbey  of  Mehos, 
after  his  return  to  Scotland.     (3)  Of  the  Abbey  of  Had- 
ington ;  how  little  he  obtained,  compared  with  the  acqui- 
sition of  Secretary  Maitland,  we  have  akeady  seen.    (4) 
Of  the  Castle  of  Dunbar,  he  was,  merely,  appcnnted 
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Keeper^  with  the  benefit  of  die  Castlewards,  or  lands, 
which  were  appropriated  for  its  support.  (5)  Whether 
Both  well  ever  was  madeCaptain  of  Edinburgh  castle  may 
well  be  doubted,  as  an  assertion,  without  proof,  and  con- 
trary to  proof.  On  the  igth  of  March  1566-7,  the  Earl 
of  Mar  obtained,  firom  the  Queen,  and  Council,  a  dis- 
charge of  his  trust,  in  keejnng  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh, 
which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  him,  and  his  father, 
John,  Lord  Erskine,  once  April  1554;  and  that  dis- 
charge was  ratified,  by  the  Parliament  of  April  1567. 
On  the  21st  of  March,  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  was 
rendered  to  Cockbum  of  Skirling,  at  the  Queen's  oom-^ 
mand  ;  as  we  kam,  from  Birrel's  Diartf.  It  is  in  vain 
for  writers  to  assert,  that  Bothwell  was  appcnnted  die 
Captain  of  Edinburgh-castle,  when  nothing  can  be  found, 
either  in  the  Privy  Seal,  or  Privy  Council,  Rasters,  as 
to  such  an  appointment :  The  presumption  is,  that  no 
such  aj^xxntment  ever  took  place ;  since  there  is  nothing, 
on  the  subject,  in  the  Records :  And,  the  fact  seems  to 
have  been,  that  Cockbum  of  Skirling  retained  possession 
of  his  charge  till  the  1st  of  June  1567,  when  he  was  ap- 
pcnnted  Comptroller,  in  the  room  of  Murray  of  Tullybar- 
din,  who  was  dismissed.*    And  Sir  James  Balfour  was 

'  Acta  Pari,  547.  Robertson  says,  that  the  Queen  bestow- 
ed the  government  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  on  Bothwell, 
the  19th  of  March.  Hist  L  244.  He  quotes  Anderson,  i.  40, 
and  Pre/.  64 ;  Keith,  379 :  But,  the  authorities  have  no 
proof  of  what  they  say :  They  are  authorities,  without  au- 
thority. Knox's  Continuator  assigns  some  day,  before  the 
12th  of  April,  as  the  time  of  his  appointment.  Hist.  Ref 
405 :  But,  he  has  no  authority,  for  what  he  says. 

'  Sec  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  for  the  fact,  and  the  date. 


S4  THE  LIFE  OF     (Mkii.  IV.  Memoir  of 

hastily  sent,  to  take  charge  of  the  Castle^  at  diat  critical 
moment:  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  Records  of  his  aj^ 
pointment  to  such  a  trust^  It  is  an  important,  and  cu- 
rious fact,  that  there  does  nbt  appear^  in  the  Treasurer's 

See  the  Wardrobe  Accounts  of  Queen  Mdij,  printed  under 
the  direction  of  the  King^s  Record  CommissioDers,  which 
are  decisive  on  this  head  r  (1)  The  Queen*s  dischaige  to 
Lord  Erskine,  when  he  resigned  the  command  of  the  Castle ; 
(8)  Sir  James  Cockbuni*8  receipt,  for  reoeiving  the  Castle, 
from  Lord  Erskine's  Commissioners,  by  command  of  the 
Queen,  on  the  21st  of  March  1566-7>  which  corresponds, 
OEBCtly,  with  i  what  Birrel  said:  On  the  21st  of  March 
1666*7»  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  was  rendered  to  Cockbum 
of  Skirling,  at  the  Queen*s  command.  {^Diary,  7.]  When 
the  Earl  of  Morton  stated  to  Secretary  Cecil,  that  Bothwell 
was  inade  Captain  of  Edinbui^h-castle,with  a  yearly  salary 
of  1000^  Scots,  he  only  stated  a  deliberate  falsehood. 

^  Goodall,  in  his  Account  of  Balfour,  p.  iii.  says ;  '*  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1667»  he  was  made  Governor,  or  De- 
puty Governor,  under  James  E.  Bothwell  :**  But,  for  this 
loose  assertion,  he  has  no  proof.  It  could  not  be  before  the 
19tfa  of  March ;  as  it  was,  only,  on  that  day,  that  the  Earl 
of  Mar  resigned  the  same  charge :  And  on  the  Slst  of  the 
same  March,  the  Castle  was  resigned  to  Cockbum  of  Skir- 
ling, by  the  Queen's  command.  Birrel.  Spottiswoode,  201, 
says,  Bothwell  and  Balfour,  obtained  the  Castle  on  the  re- 
signation of  Mar :  But,  BirrcFs  Notice,  and  the  Record, 
over-rule  both.  The  same  Record  evinces,  indeed,  that  Sir 
James  Balfour,  by  the  Queen's  command,  was  appointed  to 
receive,  from  Lord  Erskine's  Conmiissioners,  the  Ordnance 
stores,  within  the  Castle,  according  to  the  inventory  thereof; 
which  he  did,  on  the  20th  of  March  1566-7>  the  day  before 
Cockburn  took  possession.  Rec.  165. 
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Accounts,  any  charge  of  nuiterials  furnished,  or  one 
penny  of  money  pud,  or  jewels  delivered,  to  Both  well, 
dther  before,  or  after  his  marriage,  with  the  Queen: 
Tits  fact  evinces,  that  the  assertion  of  Morton,  like  his 
interception  of  the  boxful  of  love-letters,  of  30,000 
crownsworth  of  the  crown  jewels  being  delivered  to  Both- 
well,  was  a  deliberate  falsehood,  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  calumnious  deception,  by  a  nuscreant,  who  was  very 
capable  of  asserting  any  lie,  or  committing  any  villainy •'' 

In  argumg  such  questions,  concerning  Both  well,  we 
must  always  distinguish,  between  the  period  of  his  inde- 
pendence, before  he  was  drawn  into  Murray's  conspiracy ; 
and  the  period  after  he  became  a  conspirator  with  Mur- 
ray, Morton,  and  Maitland,  for  the  death  of  Damley. 

During  the  first  period,  Bothwell  acquired,  by  descent 
from  Ins  fetber,  and  grandfather,  the  offices  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Scotland,  of  High  Sheriff  of  the  shires  of 
Berwick,  Hadington,  and  Edinburgh,  ttnd  BaiUie  of 
Lauderdale.-  He  was  appcnnted,  by  the  two  Queens, 
in  ^uocesrion,  their  Lieutenant  of  the  Borders.  He  was 
appointed,  by  Queen  Mary,  Keeper  of  Dunbar-castle, 
with  the  benefit  of  the  Castle-wards ;  but,  not  of  Edin- 
burgh-castle.    How  Httle  he  acquired,  from  the  three 

■  TheQueen's  jewels  fell  into  the  hands  of  those,  who  de- 
throned her,  and  usurped  her  government.  And,  the  sub- 
sequent disposal  of  them  presses  hard  upon  the  memory  of 
Morton,  and  of  Murray,  who  both  had  an  interest,  in  as- 
seKing  the  falsehood  of  so  large  a  portion  of  them  having 
been  delivered  to  Bothwell.  On  the  2d  of  October  1568, 
Queen  Elizabeth  wrote  to  Murray,  forbidding  him  to  sell 
any  of  the  Queen  of  Scots*  jewels.  [Cecil's  Diary,  Murdin, 
765.] 
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Abbeys  of  Melros,  Hadington,  and  Newbollle,  we  have 
juEt  seen. 

(2)  What  did  he  obtain,  during  the  second  period? 
The  superiority  of  Leitli,  on  the  15th  of  February,  about 
which  Robcrl£OD  declaims.  [Higt.  ii.  334-5.]  Tbe^ 
chief  conspirators  did  not  contest  with  him,  ihia  grant 
because  tliey  knew  how  soon  his  fate  would  anniliilate 
liis  fortunes,  Tlie  Queen,  says  Robertson,  gave  Both- 
well  the  honour  of  carrying  the  sword  before  her,  at  the 
opening  the  parliament.  Bui,  may  not  Morton,  and 
Maitland,  have  put  the  sword  into  his  hand  F  Slie 
made  him  Duke  of  Orkney,  in  prospect  of  her  enforced 
marriage  She  still  retained  her  affection,  for  Bothwell, 
af^er  she  had  lost  him.  But,  it  may  be  asked,  if  ever 
she  had  any  afi'ection  for  him.  Force,  and  afiection,  stand 
opposed  to  each  other,  Murray's  Parliament  of  Decem- 
ber 1 5f>7>  decided,  that  slie  had  been  coerced  to  marry 
Bothwell ;  and  for  this  treason,  the  Parliament  attainted 
him,  which  is  a  higher  authority  than  Buchanan  and 
Knox,  Robertson  and  Laing!  Atier  Bothwell  had 
become  a  conspirator,  at  Michaelmas  1566,  he  was  al- 
lowed, by  Murray,  and  tlie  other  conspirators,  to  assume 
great  state,  and  considerable  rule:  But,  the  moment, 
they  withdrew  their  support,  his  power,  ihougb  married 
to  the  Queen,  shrunk  up  into  nothing.  This  circumstance 
demonstiates,  that  Bothwell's  influence  over  the  Queen, 
when  compared  with  the  predominance  of  Murray,  and 
his  faction,  was  a  mere  quintessence  even  from  nothing- 
ness. He  thus  obtained  the  baroniea  of  Hailes,  and 
Crichton,  &c. 
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No.  III. — Of  the  Ascendency  of  Earl  BoihweU  aver  rt^ 
ScoAsh  Qjiieen^  wiih  a  view  to  Tier  Marriage  of  him* 

1.  Maiy  became  a  widow,  on  the  10th  of  February 
1566-79  when  her  husband,  Damley,  was  assasdnated, 
by  a  conspiracy  of  nobles :  The  State  Papers  prove,  that 
such  a  conspiracy  existed ;  the  Statute  Book  of  Scotland 
contains  the  convictions  of  Morton,  Bothweil,  and  Mait- 
land,  the  conspirators,  who  executed  that  odious  murder. 
The  epoch  of  that  conspiracy  was  the  1st  of  October 
1566:  But,  such  a  conspiracy  could  not  have  existed, 
without  the  knowledge,  and  concurrence  of  Murray^ 
who  was  all-powerful,  not  more,  for  his  personal  influence 
over  the  Queens's  spirit,  as  for  the  number,  and  weight, 
of  his  partizans:  He  acknowledges,  in  his  answer  to 
Huntley,  and  Argyle^  that  he  had  then  become  recon- 
ciled to  Bothweil:    From  that  time,  BothweU  acted 
more  with  Murray,  than  with  Mary.     Morton  was^  at 
the  same  time,  let  into  the  secret,  by  Maitland,  who 
durst  not  have  corresponded  with  Morton,  who  was  then 
expatriated,  in  England,  on  such  a  subject,  without  the 
knowledge  of  Murray.  Morton,  thus  previously  informed 
of  the  plot  against  Damley,  had  scarcely  arrived  from 
England,  at  Whittingham,  when  he  was  met,  there,  by 
Bothweil,  and  Maitland,  about  the  20th   of  January 
1566-79  for  concerting,  with  that  notorious  plotter,  the 
death  of  Damley,  whom  they  all  abhorred :  The  State 
Papers  evince  both  the  meeting  of  the  conspirators,  and 
the  guilty  object  of  their  barbarous  purpose.    When  the 
murder   was  to  be  committed,  Murray  retired,  from 
Edinburgh,  the  criminal  scene,  into  Fife,  the  fosterdam 
of  so  many  plots.     From  all  those  proofs,  it  is  quite  ap- 
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parent^  that  Both  well  acted,  merely,  as  one  of  a  con- 
sjnracy. 

2dly.  Yet,  rumonr  included  Murray,  as  one  of  the 
deed-doers,  with  Both  well,  and  others.  Murray  again 
retired,  from  Edinburgh^  to  London,  and  Paris,  three 
days  before  the  trial  of  Both  well,  for  that  deed  of  villainy. 
On  the  12th  of  April  1567^  was  he  tried,  and  acquitted, 
by  a  court,  composed,  chiefly,  of  Murray's  partizans ; 
Morton,  and  Maitland,  the  agents  of  Murray,  standing, 
by  him,  on  either  side,  and  directing  his  defence.  Mor- 
ton, and  Maitland,  went  some  steps  further,  in  execution 
of  their  concert  with  Murray,  as  two  fundamental  points 
of  the  conspiracy  still  remained  to  be  done,  by  Both- 
well's  agency  ;  the  marriage  of  th^  Queen,  and  her  con- 
sequent dethronement.  They  obtained  a  written  decla- 
ration, from  many  peers,  and  prelates,  asserting  the 
innocence  of  Bothwell,  and  his  fitness,  for  a  husband  to 
the  widowed  Queen,  though  Bothwell  was  already  mar- 
ried. This  document  remains,  the  disgrace  of  those, 
who  signed  it,  with  Morton*s  signature,  who  dared  do 
more  than  man,  in  acquitting  Bothwell,  to  day,  and 
impeaching  him,  on  the  morrow. 

3dly.  Emboldened  by  this  declaration,  Bothwell 
marched  out  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  head  of  a  thousand 
horsemen ;  and  arrested  the  Queen's  person ;  carried 
her,  forcibly,  on  the  same  day,  to  his  Castle  of  Dunbar ; 
and  therein  coerced  her,  to  agree  to  marry  him.  Mait- 
land, acting  as  Murray's  agent,  went  with  them  to  Dun- 
bar-castle,  not  to  give  goody  so  much  as  bad  advice  to  the 
imprisoned  Queen.' 

*  The  Privy  Council^  at  the  head  of  which  was  Morton, 


J.  Earl  BothweU.^     THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  89 

After  seeing  the  facts,  which  were  stated  by  the  Privy 
Council,  in  July  1567)  and  the  Act  of  Forfeiture^  in 
December  1567,  can  it  be  made  a  question,  among  rea* 
sonable  men,  or  considerate  women,  what  motivo  induced 
the  Queen  to  marry  Bothwell,  whether  the  love,  or  the 
violence,  of  Bothwell  ?  As  those  iacts  must  be  true, 
which  are  proved  by  the  Act  of  Privy  Counol,  and  the 
Statute  of  Forfiriture,  it  must  be  equally  certain,  that 
neither  love,  nor  ascendency,  produced  that  fatal  event, 
but  artifices,  and  force.  In  after-times,  the  unfortunate 
Queen  compliuned»  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  that  while  she 

_         _  i .__ ___■_,      . .  _  ■  _ 

acting  for  the  absent  Murray ,  on  the  31st  of  July  1667, 
declared  that  *"  Bolhwdl  ravished  the  Queen*s  person,  led 
her  captive  to  Dunbar,  and  constrained  her,  being  in  his 
bondage  and  thraldom,  (o  contract  such  an  ungodly,  and 
pretended,  marriage  with  him,  such  as  neither  God^s  law, 
"  nor  man's  law;  could  permit.'*     [Anderson's  Col,  i.  142.] 
The  Act  of  Parliament,  forfeiting  Bothwell,  states  the  same 
facts,  as  the  g^unds  of  bis    attainder:   ].  That  he  had, 
treasonably,  arrested  the  Queen's  person ;  2.  that  he  had 
carried  her,  forcibly,  to  Dunbar-castle ;  3.  that  he  had  there- 
in constrained  the  Queen,  to  consent  to  marry  him.      [Acta 
Pari.  iii.  5-10.]     A  copy  of  this  Act  was  carried  up  to  Eng- 
land, by  Murray,  to  prove  the  guilt  of  Mary ;  yet,  by  ool* 
lation  with  the  genuine  Act,  we  see,  that  it  was  vitiated,  on 
that  occasion,  by  M'Gill,  the  Clerk  Register,  who  acted, 
corruptly,  with   Murray.      This  Act»  owing  to  whatever 
knavery,  was  not  published,  by  the  same  M'Gill,  among  the 
Acts  of  that  Session,  which  were  printed  by  Lekpreuik,  on 
the  6th  of  April  1568.     When  Skene,  in   1597>  published 
his  edition  of  the  Scotish  Statutes,  he  appears,  plainly,  not 
to  have  known  ^  that  such  an  Act  of  Forfeiture  ever  existed  ! 
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was  saffering  under  the  bondage,  and  coercion,  of  Both- 
well,  not  a  aword  was  drawn,  for  her  relief;  but,  the 
moment  that  she  had  submitted  to  necessity,  ten  thou- 
sand swords  leap'd  from  their  scabbards,  to  undo  whot^ 
could  not  be  undone.'  Such,  then,  were  the  avowed' 
motives  of  the  insurgents,  with  Morton  at  their  head< 
Three  days  after,  the  Queen  being  with  her  army,  on 
Curberry-hiU,  voluntarily  surrendered  herself  to  Grange^ 
the  officer,  who  was  sent  by  the  insurgents,  saying, 
"  I  surrender  myself  to  you,  upon  ihe  conditions,  you 
"  have  rehearsed  to  me,  in  the  name  of  the  Lonia."  She 
then  went  over  to  the  Lords;  leaving  Botliwell  on  the 
field,  who  was  allowed,  by  the  insurgents,  to  depart 
quiedy,  and  without  pursuit.  On  the  I  fith  of  June,  the 
Queen  was  committed  to  Lochleven  castle.  This,  tlien, 
was  the  last  scene  of  the  tragedy  ;  wherein  the  King 
lost  his  life,  and  the  Queen  hei  diadem  :  But,  it  is  quite 
apparent,  that  there  was  only  one  amapiraa/,  consisting 


'  The  first  proclamation  of  the  insurgents  of  the  1  Itb  of 
June  1567,  recites,  thit  the  Queen  being  detained  in  capti- 
vity, by  Bothwell,  and  thereby  being  unable  to  govern,  or 
to  try  the  murderers  of  the  late  Eiag  :  They  had  taken  arms, 
(or  delivering  llie  Queen,  for  preserving  tLe  prince,  and  for 
trying  the  King's  murderers.  The  insurgents,  when  they 
entered  Edinburgh,  on  the  12th  of  June,  issued  a  second 
procloumtioD  i  avowing  as  their  motives,  (hat  Bothwell  bad 
laid  violent  hands  on  the  Queen's  person,  and  shut  her  up. 
In  Dunbar-cDstle,  and  compelled  her  to  a  dishonest  mar- 
ringe :  They,  therefore,  look  up  srms,  for  delivering  the 
Queen's  person,  for  uiking  ravenge  on  Bothwell,  as  he  bad 
ravished,  and  detained,  the  Queeu. 
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of  several  acts,  or  parts;  whereof  Morton,  from  his 
return  to  Whittingham,  wat  the  constant  leader,  though 
Murray  was  the  chief,  and  BothweU  the  ccU's-paw.  As 
Morton  was  the  leader,  who  protected  BothweU,  at  his 
acquittal ;  and  obtained  for  him  the  declaration  of  the 
peers,  and  prelates ;  so  was  Morton  the  leader  of  the 
same  faction,  who  murdered  the  King,  who  enabled,  and 
encouraged  BothweU,  to  arrest  the  Queen,  and  to  con« 
stndn  her  to  marry  BothweU,  on  the  15th  of  May ;  so 
was  Morton  the  leader  of  the  same  insurgents,  who,  on 
the  1 1th  and  12th  of  June,  by  two  proclamations,  avowed 
the  causes  of  their  arming,  and  rising,  to  be,  that  Both- 
wdl  detained  the  Queen^s  person,  and  made  a  dishonest 
marriage  with  her ;  and  that  they  intended  to  deliver 
her,  from  BothweU,  whom  they  meant  to  punish  :  Yet, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  the  same  insurgents^  with  Morton 
at  their  head,  allowed  BothweU  to  depart  quietly  ;  made 
the  Queen  a  captive,  who  surrendered  herself,  on  their 
own  conditions ;  and,  contrary  to  their  own  conditions, 
committed  her  to  Lochleven -castle.  In  all  this,  there  is 
abundant  evidence  of  the  artifice,  and  insidiousness  of 
Morton,  and  his  insurgents;  but,  what  proof  is  thereof 
the  ascendency  of  BothweU  over  the  Queen  ?  There  is 
none :  Yet,  was  she,  by  matchless  vilTainy,  involved  in 
BothweU^s  baseness,  without  a  crime,  and  deprived  of 
her  crown,  and  liberty,  by  Mortotfs  profligacy,  for  Mur* 
ray^s  benefit. 

ITie  whole  of  the  foregoing  proofs  evince  a  very  dif- 
ferent proposition,  from  positive  evidence,  of  BothweU's 
ascendency.  The  Queen  knew  him,  his  history,  and  his 
character;  and,  if  we  may  believe  Randolph'*s  corres- 
pondence, in  1565,  she  had   special  cause  given  her  of 
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dislike.     She  knew,  also,  that  he  had  married  the  Lady 
Jane  Gordon,  only,  on  the  22d  of  February  1565-6. 

The  epoch  of  Botliwell's  ascendency  over  the  Scoti^ 
Queen,  is  fixed,  by  Dr.  Robertson,  at  the  5th  of  Apnl, 
I56fi,  when  the  Privy  Council  advised  her,  after  such  a 
scene,  as  Rizzio's  murder,  in  her  closet,  to  retire  into  the 
Castle  of  Edinburgh,  to  wait,  in  safety,  and  quiet,  the 
time  of  her  accouchement.*  Now ;  the  only  tliree  men, 
of  any  consequence,  who  were  allowed  to  remain  with  her 
in  the  castle,  were  Darnley,  her  husband,  and  Argyle, 
and  Murray,  her  two  brothers-in-law,  as  we  learn  from 
Randolph's  dispatches  to  Cecil.  Huntley,  the  Chancel- 
lor, and  Bothwcll,  the  Admiral,  desii-ed  leave,  to  lodge, 
also,  in  the  castle,  but,  were,  peremptorily,  refused ;  as  we 
know  from  the  same  Dispatches.  But,  by  whose  ad- 
vice, and  ascendency,  was  this  refusal  given  ?  By  Mur- 
ray's; as  wcknow,  moreover, from  Randolph:  It  would 
have  been  quite  inconsistent  with  Murray's  corrupt  views 
to  have  admitted  Huntley,  and  Bothwell,  to  lodge,  in 
that  stronghold ;  as  it  would  have  disappointed  his 
dewgns  on  the  posscs^n  of  it,  in  case  of  her  expected 
demise.  And,  Bothwcll  was,  by  the  same  influence,  soon 
after,  sent  to  the  English  Borders,  on  the  pretence  of 
watching  Morton,  but  with  the  real  design  of  sending 
him  out  of  ihe  way.  Where,  then,  was  ButhwcU's  asccn- 
dency  over  the  Queen,  at  that  epoch  of  its  origm  ?  The 
answer  must  be,  that  it  did  not  exist 

But,  to  obtain  a  complete  view  of  those  topicksof  charge 
against  the  Scotish  Queen ;  and  of  Bothwell's  conduct, 
frx>m  that  epoch  of  crimination;   we  must  enquire:   1. 
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How  Bothwell  acted^  before  he  became  a  conspirator  with 
Murray's  faction;  2  How  Bothwell  acted,  as  a  con^ 
sfnrator  with  Murray.  3.  How  he  acted,  as  a  paramour 
with  Mary. 

1.  As  to  the  first  point :  Bothwell  was  all  his  life  op- 
posed, and  maligned,  by  the  English  faction,  in  Scot* 
land^  which  as  it  regarded  him,  was  the  same  as  Mur- 
ray's faction:  Bothwell,  and  Maitland,   were,   always, 
personal  enemies;    having  a  constant  competition,  for 
the  same  object,  in  the  casualties  of  the  Crown,  within  the 
Southern  shires,  where  their  several  interests  lay.    Both- 
well  returned,  from  France,  to  Scotland,  in  1565,  during 
Murray ^8  rebellion;  and    he  joined   the   Queen,    who. 
obliged  Murray   to   seek  refuge,  in   England.     When 
Bizzio  was  murdered,  for  Murray's  restoration,  at  the 
Queen^s  personal   risque,  Bothwell,  with  other  nobles, 
joined  her,  at  Dunbar ;  and  aided  her,  in  returning  to 
'Edinburgh.     The  only  promotion,  which  Bolh well  re- 
ceived,  in   the   nature  of  reward,  on  those  occasions, 
was  the  appointment  of  Keeper  of  Dunbar-castle,  with 
a  grant  of  the  Castlewards,  on  the  24th  of  March  1565-6  :■ 
After  the  Queen's  restoration,  upon  the  flight  of  Mor- 
ton, and  his  coadjutors,  in  assassination,  Bothwell  con- 
tinued to  act,  in  opposition  to  Murray ;  and  Murray,  in. 
opposition  to  Bothwell.     But,  Murray  had  the  Queen's 
ear;  and  excluded  Bothwell,  from  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  as  we  have  seen.     Murray,  then,  and  not  Both- 
well,  had  the  ascendency  over  the  Queen,  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  June,  and  July,  1566,  whatever  Ro- 
bertson may,  from  system,  assert.     At  the  beginning  of 
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the  subeecyaent  numth,  when  the  Queen  had  retired  to 
Alloa,  Murray  solidted  the  restoration  of  Secretary 
Maitland,  which  was  opposed,  by  Bolhwell,  who  hated 
the  Secretary  ;  and  an  altercation  ensued,  in  the  Queen's 
presence:  Yet,  Murray's  influence  prevailed;  as  the 
influence  of  Bothwell  was  infinitely  inferior  to  Murray'^s ; 
whatever  Robertson  may  suppose.^ 

2.  But,  a  great  change  was  at  hand.  When  the  nobles 
could  no  longer  endure  the  absurd  conduct  of  Damley, 
whom  they  proscribed,  as  intolerable,  Murray  condliated 
BothweU,  who  hated  Damley,  and  was  hated,  by  him.' 
This  then,  is  the  true  epoch  of  the  conspiracy  against 
Damley,  who  was  then  condemned  to  the  bowstring ; 
and  when  every  body  was  to  be  conciliated,  in  order  to 
form  a  wider  concert  agunst  the  King'*s  safety.  During 
the  following  months  of  October  and  Noveml)er,  Mur- 
ray completely  gained  Bothwell  to  bis  faction,  and  views, 
while  Robertson  supposes  Bothwell  to  have  gained  an 
ascendency  over  the  Queen.  From  the  moment,  that 
BothweU,  became  attached  to  Murray^s  faction,  he  as- 
sumed what  he  was  allowed,  by  that  faction,  a  higher 
port  in  life,  and  a  greater  ascendency,  in  the  state :  And 
this  assumption  of  arrogance,  which  was  tolerated,  by 
Murray,  imposed  upon  the  world,  as  if  Bothwell  had 


^  Robettson*8  Hist  App.  435-6. 

*  Murray  himself  says^  in  his  answer  to  the  Protestation 
of  Argyle,  and  Huntley,  "  that  at  the  beginning  of  Octo- 
ber 1566j  he  had  subscribed  a  bond^  with  Huntley,  Argyle^ 
and  Bothwell^  which  was  devised^  in  sign  of  reconciliation^ 
tn  reipect  of  former  grudge*,  and  dupUaturei,  that  had  been 
among  us/*  Goodall^  ii.  392. 
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acquired  an  ascendency  over  the  Queen>  when  he  had 
only  obtained  the  stately  port  of  a  conspirator  with  the 
amlntious  Murray. 

It  ¥ras  during  this  peiind,  when  the  Justice  Ayres  were 
held,  at  Jedburgh,  that  BothweU  was  wounded,  by 
Elliot,  in  Hermitage-castle ;  that  the  Queen  visited  her 
lieutenant,  at  the  same  castle  ;  that  she  was  taken  ill  of 
a  dangerous  sickness ;  that  she  made  a  progress,  when 
those  courts  had  ceased,  along  the  Tweed  to  Berwick  ; 

# 

thence  along  the  Forth  to  Dunbar-castle ;  and  thence> 
after  a  few  days  of  rest,  and  of  business,  removed  to 
CraigmiJiar-castle,  with  her  court,  and  ministers,  and 
with  BothweU,  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  shires,  through 
which  she  had  passed :  The  State  Papers  evince,  that 
in  the  same  period,  Murray  conciliated  BothweU,  for  his 
own  interest;  and  that  BothweU  enjoyed  the  facilities 
and  importance,  arising  from  the  favour  of  Murray,  who 
was  by  far  the  most  powerful  person,  then  in  Scotland, 
not  even  excepting  the  Queen'^s  majesty.  But  BothwelTi 
concert  with  Murray  was,  equally,  a  conspiracy  against 
the  Queen,  whose  fate  was  involved,  in  that  of  her  hus* 
band.  It  was,  in  Craigmillar-castle,  after  the  Queen'*s 
return,  from  that  progress,  at  the  end  of  November  1566, 
that  Maitland,  in  the  presence  of  Murray,  of  Huntley, 
Argyle,  and  BothweU,  opened  to  the  Queen  the  project, 
for  separating  her  from  Darnley,  by  a  divorce  if  she 
would  pardon  Morton,  and  his  friends.  The  Queen,  at 
first,  hesitated ;  but,  finally,  refused  to  be  divorced  from 
her  husband.  On  that  occasion,  BothweU  answered  the 
Queen^s  objections,  by  saying, "  that  he  doubted  not,  but 
the  divorcement  might  be  made,  without  prejudice,  in 
any  wise,  to  my  lord  the  prince  ;  alleging  the  example 
of  himself^  that  he  succeeded  to  his  father^s  heritage, 
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age,  without  any  difficulty,  although  there  had  been  a 
divorce,  between  him,  and  his  mother .^'"^  This  interpo- 
^tion  of  Bothwell,  and  his  obvious  zeal,  for  the  divorce 
of  the  Queen  from  Damley,  evince,  that  Bothwell  had 
been  now  completely  gained  over  to  Murray's  faction  ; 
and  entered,  with  intelligence,  and  energy,  into  Murray^s 
various  views  of  murdering  Darnley,  and  giving  the 
widowed  Queen  to  Bothwell,  When  the  Earls  of  Bedford, 
and  Murray,  and  othernobles,  solicited  the  Queen,  for  the 
pardon  of  Morton,  and  his  associates^  Bothwell,  heartily, 
concurred,  in  favour  of  Morton.**  As  there  never  had 
been  any  friendship,  between  Morton,  and  Bothwell, 
this  concurrence  of  Bothwell  proves,  that  he  was  acting 
on  that  occasion,  in  concert  with  Murray  agidnst  the 
King,  and  Queen,  upon  a  settled  plan.  About  the  5?0th 
of  January  1566-7,  Bothwell  with  Secretary  Maitland, 
visited  Morton,  at  Whittingham,  soon  after  his  return 
from  England,  in  consequence  of  his  pardon  :^  From 
Douglas's  letter,  and  Morton's  confession,  we  clearly 
know  the  object  of  that  visit,  to  have  been  the  solicitation 
of  Morton's  concurrence,  in  the  project,  which  since  the 

*»  Goodall,  ii.  319. 

•  We  know  that  fact,  from  the  information  of  Bedford  to 
Cecil :  Robertson,  mistakingly,  says,  that  BothwelVs  in^ 
Jluence  alone  obtained  Morton's  pardon  :  But,  Elizabeth,  on 
that  occasion,  was  herself  a  host. 

^  This  very  important  fEict,  of  which  Robertson  seems  not 
to  have  been  aware,  is  proved,  by  Drury*s  information  to 
Cecil ;  by  Douglas's  letter,  in  Robertson's  App.  ii.  528. 
No.  xiv.  5  and  by  Morton's  Confession,  in  Bannatyne's 
Journal :  This  fact  demonstrates  a  conspiracy  of  three  per^ 
sons,  for  committing  a  treason. 
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l8t  of  the  preceding  October^  as  Morton  knew,  had  been^ 
in  the  contemplation  of  Murray's  faction,  to  take  off 
Damley :  These  three  comploUerSy  Bothwell,  Maitland, 
and  Morton,  were  all  convicted  of  the  Murder  of  Dam- 
ley.*  Bothwell  agreed  to  be  the  active  person,  in  taking 
the  life  of  Damley;  Murray^s  faction  giving  him  assur- 
ances,  in  writing,  that  they  would  protect  him ;  that  he 
should  have  the  widowed  Queen,  in  reward ;  and  that 
they  would  defend  his  innocence,  and  his  marriage.'' 
Bothwell,  with  others,  did  murder  Damley ;  he  was  ac- 
cused by  Lennox;  he  was  ordered  to  be  tried,  on  the 
]2th  of  April  1567;  he  was  tried,  and  acquitted,  by 
judges,  and  jurors,  consisting  of  Murray's  faction  ;  and 
Morton,  and  Maitland,  stood  by  him,  in  court,  and  ar- 
ranged his  defence.*  A  few  days  after,  the  same  Morion, 
and  Maitland,  influenced  a  number  of  peers,  and  pre- 


«  The  records  of  their  convictions  evince  the  fact  -,  and 
the  convictions  demonstrate  a  conspiracy.  Acta  Pari,  iii. 
5-10-58,  13r>  227.  Sir  Lewis  Stewart's  MS.  Collections. 
The  previous  conspiracy,  and  the  subsequent  convictions^ 
prove  the  Queen's  innocence  of  any  foreknowledge  of  Dam- 
lev's  death. 

*»  Bishop  Lesley's  Defence,  1569,  p.  43-44-45  5  Keith, 
ch.  xi.  for  the  documents,  and  circumstances,  which  prove 
those  facts  5  and  Jebb,  i.  460-62-68-72-528,  to  the  same 
points  :  The  result  of  what  they  did,  in  fact,  is  the  best 
proof  of  what  they  engaged  to  do. 

'  Camden  asserts  those  facts  -,  Belleforcst,  the  author  of 
'*  Innocence  de  Marie  Reine  cTEscosse,*'  concurs  in  the  same 
facts  5  and  Dniry's  letter  to  Cecil,  from  Berwick,  on  t^ 
15th  April  1567*  three  days  after  the  trial,  corresponds  with 
both. 
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lales^  to  declare  Bothwell  mnooent ;  to  recommend  him, 
by  a  writing  under  their  subscriptions,  to  the  Queen^  as 
die  fittest  husband  ;  and  engaged,  by  the  same  writing, 
to  defend  his  ii  nocence,  and  his  marriage. J  Thus 
strengthened,  and  encouraged,  Bothwell  on  the  24th  of 
April,  four  days  after  the  true  date  of  that  recommenda- 
tory  writing,  marched  out  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  head  of 
a  thousand  horsemen  ;  arrested  the  Queen,  at  the  Foul- 
brigs  ;  forcibly  carried  her  to  Dunbar-castle  ;  and  there, 
by  violence,  enforced  her  assent  to  marry  him.  The 
Parliament  of  December  15679  found,  and  adjudged 
BothwelU  not  only  to  be  guilty  of  the  treasonable  mur- 
der of  Damley,  but  of  the  fordble  arresting  of  the  Queen, 
and  carrying  her  to  Dunbar-castle ;  and  there,  compel- 
ling her,  by  violence,  to  assent  to  marry  him  :^  After 


J  See  that  infomous  writing,  in  Keith,  381-2.  Such  was 
the  temper  of  those  times,  that  nothing  could  happen,  without 
some  falsehood,  or  foigery,  being  annexed  to  it :  On  that 
occasion,  there  was  a  writing  forged,  with  the  usual  facility 
of  Maitland,  signifying  the  Queen's  c(»nsent ;  that  the 
lords  should  subscribe  the  recommendation  of  Bothwell  ; 
but,  the  absurdity  of  this  paper  evinces  its  forgery.  [Whit- 
aker's  Vind,  ii.  370- 1 .]  Morton  signed  the  recommendation  ; 
and  nothing  could  have  induced  such  an  audacious  man  to 
do  so,  but  his  engagement  to  Murray,  to  execute  the  whole 
plan  of  the  conspiracy,  which  required,  as  an  essential 
pointj  that  the  Queen  should  marry  Bothwell,  without  w  hich 
they  could  not  accomplish  her  dethronement.  The  Queen's 
own  account  of  that  transaction  pioves  the  forgery  of  what 
may  be  called  the  Queen's  defeasance  to  the  nobles,  for  sign- 
ing the  recommendation. 

^  Acta  Parliament,  ill.  5-10. 
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diiat  ajDsent  thus  obtidned,  Bothwell  brought  the  Queen 
to  Edinburgh,  who,  like  other  Kings,  and  Queens^  that 
are  obliged  to  perform  what  they  cannot  refuse,  submitted 
with  the  best  grace,  to  what  was  thus  forced  upon  her. 
Bothwell,  by  two  several  courts,  the  Papist,  and  the 
Protestant,  was  divorced,  on  the  5th  of  May,  from  his 
legitimate  wife.  The  Queen  avowed  her  purpose  to 
marry  him ;  the  banns  were  proclaimed  ;^  a  formal  con- 
tract, for  that  end  was  entered  into;""  and  on  the  15tli 
of  May,  1 567  the  Queen,  and  Bothwell,  were  publiddy 
married,  in  the  hall  of  the  palace,  after  sermon,  by  the 
Bishop  of  Orkney  ;°  and  again  in  the  chapel  of  Hcdy* 
rood,  according  to  the  Popish  ritual.  The  marriage  was 
thus  legal,  and  obviously  voluntary,  though  her  assent 
arose  out  of  secret  coerdon,  and  imprisoned  violence. 
Thus  much,  then,  with  regard  to  Bothwell's  conduct  to- 
wards the  Queen,  as  a  conspiraiorj  and  one  of  Murray^s 
faction ! 

5.  Let  us  now  inquire,  how  Bothwell  acted  towards 
the  Queen,  as  a  paramour^  with  a  view  to  her  hearty  and 

(1)  If  the  facts,  which  have  been  just  stated,  under 
several  distinct  heads,  and  ascertained,  as  so  many  truths, 
be  just ;  then,  Bothwell  never  acted,  as  a  paramour,  at 
all ;  and  obtained,  by  the  aid  of  Murray'*s  faction,  her 
hand,  at  least,  by  circumvention,  and  force :  And  so  did 


1  Keiths  Jpp.  192. 

■"  See  it  in  Goodall,  ii.  61>  with  a  dozen  witnesses,  con- 
sisting  of  prelates,  nobles,  and  officers  of  state :  It  was  re- 
corded on  the  14th  of  May,  the  day  of  its  signature. 

"  Keith,  386. 
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the  fifBt  Parliament  of  K.' James,  whidi  was  eaDed  by 
Homy,  the  Regent,  and  managed,  by  Mortoo,  die 
Chancellor,  find,  and  adjudge,  upon  solemn  trial.o  (2dly) 
In  a  quesdon  of  this  gallant  sort,  it  is  important,  to  as- 
oertain,  when  Earl  Bothwell  ceased  to  be  a  single  man, 
which  was  on  the  £2d  of  February  1565-6.  (3dly)  It 
b  of  equal  importance,  to  ascertain  when,  Bothwell  was 
supposed  to  acquire  considerable  influence  with  the 
Queen  ?  It  was  the  same  epodi,  as  that  of  her  retirement 
into  Edinburgh-castle,  by  the  avowed  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,  thou^  by  the  secret  suggestions  of  Mur- 
ny.  The  only  nobles,  who  were  now  allowed  to  lodge 
with  her  in  the  Castle,  were  her  two  brothers,  Argyle, 
and  Murray :  Huntley,  the  Chancellor,  and  BothweU, 
•the  hereditary  Admiral,  were  refused  to  be  admitted  to 
the  same  privilege,  tbou^  they  asked  for  that  acoom- 
modation.p  But,  neither  Keith,  nor  Robertson,  had  the 
least  perception  of  the  deep  projects,  which  Cecil,  and 
Randolph,  on  the  one  side,  and  Murray,  and  Morton, 
on  the  other,  had  formed^  in  contemplation  of  the  Queen^s 
miscarriage,  perhaps,  death  from  the  accidents,  that  are 
mddcnt  to  child-bed :  Murray,  by  having  the  command 
of  Edinburgh-castle,  would  have  seized  the  crown,  or  the 
regency,  according  as  the  acddent  might  have  been ;  and 


•  Acta  Parliament,  ill.  5-10. 

P  Randolph  wrote  Cecil,  on  the  7th  of  Jun,e  1566,  "  The 
**  Earls  of  Argyle  and  Moray  lodge  in  the  Castle,  and  keep 
house  together:  The  Earls  of  Huntley,  and  Bothwell, 
wished,  also,  to  have  lodged  there,  but  were  refused.*'  Now  j 
does  not  this  feet  prove,  how  much  more  influence  Moray, 
and  Ai^yle,  had,  than  Huntley,  and  Bothwell  ? 
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Handolph  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Berwick^  ready  to 
repair  to  Edinburgh^  for  supporting  Murray's  interest^ 
with  Elizabeth^s  money,  and  Cecilys  intrigue.  But^ 
Robertson  was  so  blinded,  by  his  conceits  of  love,  and 
gallantry,  that  he  had  not  the  least  conception  of  the 
deep  speculation  of  those  artful  men.  And,  BothweU 
had  so  httle  ascendency,  that  he  was  soon  after  sent 
away  to  the  Borders,  as  Lieutenant,  on  pretence  of 
watching  Morton,  but,  with  the  real  design  of  having 
him  out  of  the  way,  when  such  important  events  mi^it 
happen.    Thus  idle  was  Robertson's  system! 

But,  he  is  still  more  idle,  when  he  adds,  in  his  best 
manner :  "  Her  gratitude  loaded  him  with  marks  of  her 
bounty  ;  sh€  reused  him  to  offices  of  profit,  and  of  trust ; 
and  transacted  no  matter  of  importance,  without  his 
advice.'*'**     As  Mr.  Laing  asserts  all  those  points,  with 


^  Hist,  i.  382  3  and  he  quotes  Melvill's  Mem.  a  very  inter- 
polated book^  and  Enox>  a  work  still  more  interpolated,  and 
false :  In  flat  contradiction  to  Knox^  Melvill^  and  Robert- 
son, I  assert^  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  what  it 
said  above.  The  Queen  never  loaded  Bothwell  with  marks 
of  her  bounty  3  she  never  raised  him  to  ojices  of  honour^ 
and  of  trust  3  and  Bothwell  never  was  her  minion,  like  Mur- 
ray, who  was  the  person,  who  was  consulted^  by  her^  even 
till  his  retirement  to  France.  The  fact  is,  that  Bothwell 
enjoyed,  by  descent,  from  his  father,  the  several  offices  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Scotland,  Sheriff  principal  of  the 
three  several  shires  of  Berwick,  Hadington,  and  Edinburgh^ 
and  Baillie  of  Lauderdale.  To  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  Bor- 
ders, not  the  Wardenship,  Bothwell  was  appointed,  by  the 
Ilegcnt-Quecn,  in  1559,  when  her  government  was  nearly 
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amplifications,  he  is  included  with  KoberteoR,  in  this  dear 
refutaliiin  of  the  most  altsurd  <a!umnies.  If  this  advo- 
cate would  liave  read  Sir  Jiiines  Stewart's  Answer  to 
Dirltoii's  Doubts,  he  had  learnt,  that  the  admiralty  rf 
the  whole  kingdom  had  l)ecn  j^anted.  in  151  l,by  Jamea 
IV.  to  Adam,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  the  grandfather  of  the 
notorioua  Jamos,  Earl  tioihwcll.  King  Jainea  wasbom, 
on  the  19th  of  June  156?  ;  the  Queen's  month  was  up, 
on  the  19th  of  July,  when  she  was  advised,  as  she  had 
no  wheel -carriage,  to  take  a  jaunt  by  water,  to  Alloa- 


overpowered  by  Lord  James  Stetuutj  and  his  insurgents; 
and  Bothwell  was  restored  to  the  same  lieutenancy,  during 
Mumy's  rebellion,  in  1565  j  and  it  was  on  the  34th  of 
March  lh63-6,  on  Rizzio's  assaasination,  far  Murray's  resto- 
ration, that  Bolhwell  was  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Castle  of 
Dunbar,  and  had  a  grant  of  the  Castle-wards  to  the  same  be- 
longing; as  we  know  from  the  Privy  Seal  Record,  xjny. 
Bothwell  never  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh,  as  we  may  infer,  from  the  silence  of  the  records  ;  and 
Cockburn  of  Skirling  succeeded  Lord  Erskine,  in  March 
1566-7  ;  as  we  may  learD  from  Blrrelj  and  from  a  receipt 
in  the  Wardrobe  acconnts  :  Sir  James  Balfour  succeeded 
Cockburn,  when  he  was  appointed  comptroller,  in  June 
1567;  so  that  there  was  no  room,  for  Bothwell's  appoint- 
ment. Batliwell  was,  inilecd,  appointed  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, on  the  Gth  of  September  I5fil,  under  the  ministry  of 
Murray  Keith.  187  'I  he  Queen,  no  doubt,  consulud  Both- 
well,  when  she  refused  to  let  him  lodge  in  the  castle  {  and 
when  she  sent  him  out  of  the  way  lo  the  borders,  to  watch 
Morton,  The  late  peerage  writer,  in  the  article  BothwtU, 
repeau  the  whole  fictions,  and  impertinences,  of  Robertson, 
and  Lning. 
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lioiifle,  the  hospitable  seat  of  Lord  Erskine ;  attondri, 
by  his  lordship,  by  Murray,  her  minion,  by  Bothwcfl, 
her  hereditary  admiral,  and  by  other  courtiers,  and 
ladies.  Damley,  in  his  usual  style  of  folly,  would  goby 
land/  Speaking  of  this  period,  Robert^ion  says,  the 
Queen  continued  to  treat  Damley,  with  intUffbrenee  and 
negleci :  The  historian  was  so  absurd,  as  to  make  Gas* 
telnan,  the  French  Ambassador,  '^  prevail  on  the  King 
'^  and  Queen,  to  pass  two  nights  together  :^  And,  ia 
this  strain,  he  makes  ^'  BothweU,  all  this  while,  dK 
Queen^s  firime  confident,  without  whose  participation  no 
business  u  as  concluded,  and  no  favour  bestowed."  Mar- 
ray  never  lost  his  influence  over  the  Queen,  when  he  was 
with  her ;  and  BothweU  never  had  much,  when  he  was 
present,  or  absent.  It  was,  at  Alloa,  that  Secretary 
Maitland,  was  first  admitted  into  the  Queen's  presence, 
since  his  participation,  in  Rizzio's  murder,  on  the  sdiicif- 


'  '*  On  the  20th  July,  or  thereby,  Q.  Mary  fled  the  King's 
company,  and  parsed,  by  boat^  with  ihe  pirates,  to  AUoa, 
where  the  King  coming  was  repulsed.**  Ander8on*s  Col,  ii. 
269.  This  is  Buchanan^  and  Mumys  forged  journal.  The 
King,  and  Queen,  remained,  as  we  know,  from  records  at 
Edinburgh,  on  the  24tb,  25th,  26th,  and  to  the  27th  of  July, 
which  was  the  day  of  her  voyage  to  Alloa.  There  was  a 
Privy  Council  held,  at  Alloa,  on  the  28th.  And  the  King, 
Queen,  and  her  court,  returned  to  Edinbuigh ;  as  we  also 
know,  from  record.  They  remained  at  Holyrood -house,  on 
the  81  St  of  July.  And  on  the  ist  of  August  they  returned 
to  Alloa,  where  they  remained  two,  or  three  nights :  And, 
they  finally  came  back  to  EdinbuiQgh,  on  the  4ih  of  August 
1566. 
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taticm  of  Murray ;  and  first  received  a  pardon  from  the 
Queen^s  beneficence,  ^^  by  means  of  the  Earl  of  Athol,'' 
says  Keith,  '^  though  much  against  the  inclination  of 
the  Earl  of  Bothwell.^  ■  After  all  those  facts,  and  circum- 
stances, we  may  now  ask  Robertson,  What  ascendency  over 
the  Queen's  counsels  could  Bothwell  have,  at  that  particu- 
lar period  ?^  The  answer,  according  to  the  fact,  must  be, 
none.  This  sway,  or  rather  no  sway  at  all,  of  a  married  man, 
over  a  married  woman>  of  an  Earl  of  no  fair  fame,  over  a 
Queen,  the  historian  endeavours  to  prove,  by  argument, 
rather  than,  by  testimony.  Even  after  four  months  ex- 
asperation, we  may  see  the  Queen,  at  the  Craigmillar  con- 
ference, firmly  refuse  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband, 
and  decidedly  dissent  from  any  measure  of  that  nature, 

1 1  -  -i ■  I  I  ~ 

•  Keith,  334. 

*  My  Lord  of  Murray,  and  Bothwell,  said  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  have  been  at  evil  words,  for  the  Laird  of  Lething- 
ton,  [at  Alloa]  before  the  Queen  -,  for  he,  and  Sir  James 
Balfour^  had  now  come  from  Lethington,  with  his  answer 
upon  such  heads,  or  articles,  as  Bothwell,  and  he,  should 
agree  upon ;  which  being  reported  to  the  said  Earl^  [Both- 
well]  ''  in  the  Queen*s  presence^  made  answer^  that  ere  he 
''  parted  with  such  lands,  he  should  part  with  his  life.*'  My 
Lord  of  Moray  said,  stoutly,  to  him,  *'  that  twenty  as  honest 
'^  men^  as  he,  should  lose  their  lives,  ere  he  reafte  Lething- 
''  ton.  The  Queen  spake  nothing,  but  heard  both  -,  in  these 
''  terms  they  parted ;  and  since,  that  I  hear  of,  have  not 
''  met.*'  Robertson's  Jpp,  435-6.  She  communicated  to 
my  lord  of  Murray  that  money  had  come  from  the  Pope, 
though  it  appeareth  not  by  whom,  or  how  much.  Id,  Even 
this  last  intimation  would  prove,  that  it  was  Murray,  and 
not  Bothwell,  who  enjoyed  the  Queen's  confidence. 
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that  would  either  stain  her  honour^  or  blot  her  conscience, 
whatever  influence,  Bothwell,  with  all  his  cucendenctf, 
could  exerty  or  persuasion,  that  Maitland  could  use." 
We  now  perceive  strong  facts  stand  opposed  to  very  weak 
argumentation.  After  the  altercation  before  the  Queen« 
between  Murray  and  Bothwell,  on  the  2d  of  Agust,  at 
Alloa,  when  Bothwell  sunk  under  the  influence  of  Mur- 
ray^ we  hear  little  of  Bothwell,  and  still  less  of  his  gal- 
lantries with  the  Queen.  The  fact  is,  that  he  continued 
the  two  subsequent  months,  at  daggers-draw,  both  with 
Murray^  and  Maitland,  whose  pardon  both  Bothwell, 
and  Damley  had  opposed.  The  first  of  October  1566, 
then,  must  be  considered  as  the  epoch  of  a  great  change, 
in  Bothwell's  connections,  and  destiny :  He  now  became 
one  of  Murray's  faction ;  and  looked  forward  to  the 
murder  of  Damley,  and  the  marriage  of  the  Queen,  by 
Murray's  means;  while  he  was  hated,  by  Murray, 
Maitland  and  Morton,  who  after  using  him,  as  a 
coiCS'pawy  made  him  a  scape-goat.  If  there  be  a  pe- 
nury of  love,  in  the  article  just  stated,  we  shall,  per- 
haps, find  an  abundance  in  the  next.  The  Qucerfs 
purpose  had  been  early  given  out,  by  proclamation, 
to  hold  Justice-courts,  at  Jedburgh,  where  she  arrived 
on  the  9th.  It  was  soon  known,  that  Bothwell,  the 
Lieutenant,  had  been  wounded,  on  the  8th.  On  the 
16th  she  rode  to  Hermitage,  to  visit  him;  and  re- 
turned, the  same  day,  to  Jedburgh.  On  the  1 7th  she 
sent  a  mass  of  papers  to  Bothwell ;  and  was  taken, 
dangerously,  ill,  on  the  same  day.  It  has,  generally, 
been  supposed,  that  fatigue,  from  such  a  ride,  anxiety 


"  GoodaU,  11.  319-20. 
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,  Sat  Bothwell,  whose  hand  was  sore  hurt,  was  the  occa- 
rion  of  her  distemper.  The  same  persons,  who  make 
those  siippusit'ions,  may,  also,  suppDsc,  thai  the  moss  of 
writings,  for  carrying  which  the  treasurer  paid  six  shil- 
lings, (Mtnsisted  of  love-letter^  amorous  sonnets,  and 
marriage  pn»mises:  On  the  contrary,  it  may,  rensonably, 
[  besupptsed,  that  the  tntMs  of  papers  contained  proofs 
I  v£  ihc  iniri^iie  nf  the  borders,  not  only  against  the 
Lieutenant,  but  nf  Morion,  among  the  border  tribes, 
against  the  Qu  en's  authority  :  And  a  dish  of  vexation, 
Bi  we  know,  alwjiys  gave  the  Queen  a  fit  of  ihness.  But, 
Mr.  Laing  will  at  length  show  us  Bothwell,  in  a  situa- 
tion of  gallantry,  nither  than  of  conspiracy  :  "  The  pre- 
"  porations,  for  the  ceremony  of  the  baplism,"  says  he, 
"  and  'he  reception  of  the  foreign  ambassadors,  were 
"  consigned  to  Bothwell."'     This  then  ia  asserted,  with- 


"  Dissert,  i.  10.  For  that  groundless  assumption,  Mri  , 
Laing  qiiotes  Keith's  Preface,  vii,  which  says  nothing  to  the 
purpose  !  Robertson,  ii.  4.35,  which  telb,  how  Murray  put 
Bothwell  down,  in  ihe  Queen's  presence  ;  and  Meivill's 
Wtm.  7*.  which  .says,  in  interpolated  language  :  "  In  the 
"  meantime,  the  Enrl  of  Bothwell  ruled  all  at  court;  having 
"  brought  home  the  banished  lords,  and  packed  up  n  quiet 
"  frieiid<iihip  with  the  Earl  of  Morton."  Bothwell  ruled  all 
at  court,  when  Murray  was  not  present  !  It  is  not  true, 
that  B.'thwell  brought  home  Ihe  banished  lords;  as  we 
know  from  Bedford's  information  to  Cecil.  The  passage 
contains  nothing  about  what  it  was  quoted,  to  prove:  So 
that  Mr.  Laing's  assertion  is  mere  assumption.  It  is  not 
quite  certain,  that  Bothwell  was  at  the  baptism  :  But,  wbal 
he  may  have  taken  upon  him  was  owing  to  the  connivance 
of  Murray,  and  his  agents,  wltose  tool  he  was. 
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out  any  authority,  and  fagned,  oontray  to  the  fact« 
What  I  have  said  of  Dr.  Robertson,  may,  with  sdUi 
more  truth,  be  asserted  of  Mr.  Lung ;  let  him  have  Ub 
insinuation,  his  falsehood,  and  his  forgery^  and  he  will 
eaoly  prove  any  woman  guilty  of  any  crime.  Buchap 
nan  took  a  yet  higher  flight  into  the  regions  of  ficti<Ni 
than  even  Mr.  Laing :  He  makes  the  Queen  busy  hep- 
self,  in  bestowing  both  money,  and  labour,  in  making 
Bothwell  appear  the  most  magnificent  among  all  her 
nobles^  and  princely  guests,  at  her  son's  baptbm :'  But^ 
we  know  from  record,  that  Bothwell  was  not  present  at 
the  ceremony  of  the  baptism,  which,  as  a  gallant  maa^ 
he  ought  to  have  attended,  with  Athol,  and  four  other 
nobles:'  Yet,  Bothwell  may  have  been  present  with 
Murray,  and  others,  at  the  entertainments :  He,  cer- 
tainly, concurred  with  Bedford,  Murray,  and  other 
nobles,  in  soliciting  Morton's  pardon.  A  few  days  after 
the  baptism  of  the  prince,  says  Robertson,  Morton,  and 
all  the  other  conspirators  against  Rizao,  obtained  th^ 
pardons,  and  had  leave  to  return  to  Scotland :  Mary, 
who  had  hitherto  continued  inexorable  to  every  other 
entreaty,  t/idded,  at  last,  to  the  solicitations  ofBothweU.* 

m 

y  The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  contain  no  charges,  for 
money,  or  furnishings,  to  Bothwell,  on  that,  or,  indeed,  any 
other  occasion.  This  record,  then«  is  decisive  of  Buchanan's 
falsehood. 

«  Goodall,  i.  319-20. 

*  ETut.  i.  402.  But,  Robertson  is  contradicted,  by  a 
letter  from  Bedford  to  CecU  of  the  SOth  of  December  1566, 
from  Hallyards,  in  Fife  j  giving  him  notice  of  Morton's 
pardon  -,  and  informing  him,  that  he  had  exerted  himself, 
as  he  had  been  instructed,  with  Murray,  Athol,  and  all  other 
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Why ;  Robertson^  if  his  eyes  had  not  been  shut  by  pre- 
judice^ might  have  perceived  Queen  Elizabeth's  claim  to 
the  sole  honour  of  obtmning  Morton's  pardon.^  And  if 
his  understanding  had  not  been  clouded,  by  ignorance 
of  fact,  Robertson  would  not  have  attributed  to  the  same 
motive  the  Queen's  proclamation,  for  revoking  the 
Archbishop  of  St.  Andrew  his  restoration  of  his  ancieut 
jurisdiction :  The  motive,  says  the  historian,  which 
prompted  Bothwell,  to  whose  influence  over  the  Queen 
this  acdon  must  be  chiefly  imputed,  was  still  more  crimi- 
nal.' Now,  let  us  hear  what  the  Earl  of  Bedford  wrote 
to  Cecil,  on  the  9th  of  January  ]  56G-7^  ^ter  his  return, 
from  Edinburgh,  to  Berwick:  The  Bishop  of  St  Andrews 
had  of  late  obtained,  under  the  Queen^s  hand,  authority 
to  use  a  certain  jurisdiction,  in  divers  cases,  according  to 
the  canon  laws ;  and  meant,  therefore,  to  have  erected 
''  his  court,  at  Edinburgh,  which,  because  it  was  found 

the  lords^  with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell>  in  Morton's  favour  • 
We  thus  see,  that  Bothwell  only  concurred,  with  others : 
But,  why  did  he  concur  ?  Because  Bothwell  was  now  acting 
in  a  concert  of  conspirators,  for  the  death  of  Darn  ley,  and 
expected  the  aid  of  Morton  -,  in  which  he  was  not  disap- 
pointed. 

**  See  her  letter  to  Throkmorton,  her  agent  at  Edinburgh, 
dated  the  27  th  of  July  1567:  "  The  Earl  of  Morton,"  says 
she,  "  had  refiige  in  our  realm,  whence  we  might  have  deli- 
"  vered  him  to  death  -,  and  he  himself  was  restored  to  his 
**  pardon^  for  gratifying  us,  upon  instance  made,  by  our 
''  order^  at  the  Earl  of  Bedford  being  with  the  Queen  of 
''  Scots."     Keith.  429. 

*  Hitt  i.  404  5  where  Knox  is  quoted  for  his  authority  : 
But,  no  authority  can  justify  falsehood. 
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^'  to  be  contrary  to  the  religion^  and  therefore  not  liked 
^'  o£,  by  the  townsmen,  atihesuU  ofmy  Lord  (^  Murray j 
"  tke  Queen  wcu  pUiued  to  revoke  that,  which  she  had 
^'  before  granted  to  the  said  bishop.^'^  We  thus  see, 
thai  Bedford,  who,  no  doubt,  had  his  inforinatiOD,  &om 
Murray,  contracficts  both  Robertson  and  Knox,  in  at« 
tributing  that  measore  to  the  influence  of  Bbthwell,  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  and  could  not  have  produced 
it,  if  he  had  wished  it.  Robertson  follows  the  delusoon 
of  Buchanan,  in  sending  Damley  to  Glasgow,  after  the 
pardon  of  Morton,  which  he  had  opposed,  where  he 
was  taken  with  a  dangerous  distemper,  even  before  he 
could  reach  Glasgow^  from  which  his  lifo  was  in  the  ut- 
most danger,  when  her  neglect  was  quite  equal  to  hii^ 
when  she  lay  so  ill,  at  Jedburgh.^  Now,  mark,  how  a 
plain  tale  shall  convict  Buchanan  of  falsehood,  and  Ro-* 
bertson  of  ignorance.  The  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  left 
Edinburgh,  on  the  6th  of  January  1566-7,  on  his  return 
to  Berwick,  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  9th,  *'  that  Damley 
*'  lay  sick  of  the  smaU-poXy  at  Glasgow,  and  that  the 
*^  Queen  had  sent  her  own  physician,  to  attend  upon 
^^  upon  him.*"^  But,  Robertson  goes  on,  to  talk  of  Mary's 


^  That  unpublished  letter  of  Bedford  is  in  the  Paper 
Office.  *  Hut.  i.  405-6. 

'  Bedford's  unpublished  letter  is  in  the  Paper  Office. 
Drury,  the  Marshal  of  Berwick,  on  the  3Sd  wrote  to  Cecil, 
''  that  the  small-pox  beginneth  to  spread,  from  Glasgow^ 
**  and  that  he  heard  the  Queen  intended  to  bring  Damley 

to  Edinburgh,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  able  to  stand  the  cold 

airr     Birrel  says,  in  his  Diary  of  the  13th  of  January, 
VOL.  III.  I 
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dissimulation,  which  he  proves,  by  what  he  presumes  to 
call  two  of  her  famous  letters  to  Bothwell,  which  were 
written  to  him,  during  her  stay  at  Glasgow,  and  lay  open 
this  scene  of  iniquity,  when  Bothwell  had  so  far  suc- 
ceeded, in  his  ambitious  design,  of  gaining  an  absolute 
ascendant  over  the  Queen.'  Thus  does  the  historian 
romance,  in  the  face  of  two  publick  records,  which  prove, 
that  the  Queen  still  remained,  at  Edinburgh,  while  he 
makes  her  write  two  pretty  long  letters,  from  Glasgow.^ 
The  two  first  of  her  letters  to  Bothwell,''  says  Laing, 
were  written  at  Glasgow,  on  Friday  night,  and  Satur- 
**  day  morning  :*^  [Friday  was  the  24th  and  Saturday 
the  25th  of  January,  when  the  Queen  was,  at  Edin- 
burgh^ or  on  the  road  to  Glasgow.]  From  the  date  of 
Morton's  pardon,  on  Christmas  eve^  says  Laing,  Both^ 
well,  and  Maitland  had  attended  the  Queen,  till  her 
return  to  Edinburgh,  on  January  14th.^  It  is  not  proved, 
that  Bothwell  was  at  Stirling,  during  the  festivities  of 
the  baptism,  though  the  fact  may  be  inferred,  from 
Bedford's  letter  of  the  30th  of  December,  which  speaks 
of  Bothwell^s  assisting,  in  the  solidtation  of  that  pardon : 

''  K.  Henry  was  lying  sick>  in  Glasgow^  of  the  small-pox  -, 
*'  \mt,  some  said>  he  had  gotten  poison.**  This^  then^  is  the 
historical  foct :  He  had  the  small-pox  ^  but>  Murray's  fac- 
tion said  he  was  poisoned.  <  lb,  408. 

^  The  Privy  Seal  Register^  and  the  Register  of  Signatures^ 
both  prove^  that  the  Queen  remained,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the 
24th  of  January,  while  letters  were  foi^ged,  at  Glasgow,  for 
her,  on  the  22d,  23d,  24th,  and  25th,  of  the  same  month. 
Here,  is  an  alibi,  then,  which  falsifies  Robertson's  assertion. 

»  Disiert,  i.  27.  Hd. 
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But,  when  Laing  says,  that  Bothwell  was  with  the 
Queen,  at  Stirling,  on  the  2d  of  January,  and  in  conti- 
nuation, till  the  14th  of  January,  he  not  only  asserts, 
without  proof,  but  writes  contrary  to  proof:  The  Privy 
Council  Roister  evinces,  that  Bothwell  was  not,  at 
Stirling,  on  the  2d  of  January  1566-7;  that  Bothwell 
was  not  there,  on  the  10th  of  January,  when  an  act 
was  passed,  for  the  support  of  the  new  ministers,  in 
towns.'  We  thus  may  perceive,  that  if  Robertson  may 
fdgn,  and  Laing  may  falsify,  they  can  prove  any  crime, 
on  any  person.  Thus  are  we  assured,  by  Murray's 
journal,  ^^  that  the  Queen  took  her  journey  towards 
Glasgow,  on  the  2 1st  of  January  1566-7;  and  was  ac« 
companied  with  the  Earls  of  Huntley,  and  Bothwell,  to 
the  Kalendar,  Lord  Livingston''s  place.  On  the  2Sd  the 
Queen  came  to  Glasgow;— the  Earls  of  Huntley, and 
BothweU,  returned,  the  same  night,  to  Edinburgh.'^ 
Now,  let  us  trace  Both  well's  movements,  at  that  critical 
period ;  in  order  to  see,  how  far,  he  could  have  been 
present,  in  his  attendance  upon  the  Queen.  He  was  not 
with  her,  at  Stirling,  on  the  2d  or  10th  of  January ; 
as  we  have  just  seen.  And  the  probability  is,  that 
he  was  not  with  the  Queen,  on  the  2l8t  of  January, 

'  See  the  Act  of  Privy  Council,  in  Keith,  570  -,  Murray, 
and  Maitland,  were  present,  but  not  Bothwell,  who  had 
other  objects  to  attend  to.  He  met  Morton,  at  Whittingham, 
about  the  Wth  of  January,  15()6-7>  to  concert  the  King's 
murder. 

"•See  the  Journal  in  Anderson's  Col.  ii.  271.  Which 
journal,  with  a  lie,  in  every  line,  Mr.  Laing  undertakes  to 
authenticate.     See  his  jlpp.  ii.  85. 
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1566-7.'  We  have  ihus  seen,  that  Bothwell  was 
then,  in  attendance  upon  Morton,  and  not  upon  Mary. 
Such,  then,  was  the  weakness  of  the  proofs  of  his  being 
a  paramour :  such  the  strength  of  the  proofs  of  hb  being 
B  conspirator  in  crimes,  which  involved  the  Queen's  ruin ; 
and  such  the  absurdity,  of  supposing  a  woman,  and  a 
Queen,  would  write  love-letters,  and  love-sonnets,  to  a 
conspirator,  who  did  not  woo  her  to  wed ;  as  a  powerful 


■  In  the  beginning  of  January  1566-7,  saya  Birrel,  "  the 
"  Earl  of  Murton,  and  his  accomplices,  were  relosed  from 
the  horn  [were  pardoned],  for  the  slaughter  of  David  lli- 
zius:"  They  then  oblaineil  their  pardon,  and  release ;  but, 
they  did  not  iraniedialely  quit  Berwick.  Drury  iDfurmeU 
Cecil,  that  they  still  remained  there,  on  the  10th  of  Januai; 
1566-7-  On  the  23d  of  the  same  month  Drury  again  in- 
formed Cecil,  "  the  Lord  Morton  lieth,  at  the  Laird  of  \Vhit- 
tingham's ;  where  the  Lord  Bothwell,  and  Ledington, 
[M^tland]  of  late  came  to  visit  him."  Arch.  Douglas's  letter 
in  Robertson's  jf/ip.  ii.  531,  shows,  why  they  visited  Morton 
at  that  time.  The  confession  of  Morton,  in  Bannatyne'! 
Journal,  avows  the  same  criminal  object  of  their  guilty  visit, 
namely,  to  engage  Morton  in  the  conspiracy,  for  the  murda 
of  Damley.  Those  three  com  plotters  were  all  convicted  of  tha 
nished  ;  The  very  cooviclionof  tlae' 
and  being  thus  concerned,  in  m 
mplotters  were  all  equally guiltf. 
'  sees,  that  Bothwell,  in  the  month  of  Janu> 
very  differently  employed,  than  in  atiendin|; 


murder  of  Darnley,  ai 

three  evinces  a  conspiracy  ; 

treasonous  conspiracy,  the  c( 

The  reader  i 

ary  1566-7,  ' 

upon  the  Queen  m  Kalendar,  or   any  where  else.     "The 

date  of  that  interview  must  be  fixed,"  says  Laing,  "  at  tlie 

period  of  her  absence  at  Glasgow."     Bothwell  being  thus 

engaged  in  such  a  conspiracy  could  not  have  acted  as  a  pa- 

rtunour,  at  the  same  time,  in  doily  attendance  on  the  Queen- 


( 
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faction  had  engaged  to  give  him  the  queen,  in  reward  iiHr 
murdering  her  husband,  wheOier  she  herself  toouldo^ 
would  not  The  date  of  that  interview  must  be  fixed, 
says  Mr.  Laing,  at  the  period  of  her  absence,  in  Glasgow^ 
when  BothwtU  was  employed  to  pr&cide  a  house  for  her 
husband's  reception.o  The  date  of  that  treasonable  in- 
terview was,  obviously,  between  the  10th  and  23d  of 
January  1566-7  ;  ^as  we  may  learn  from  Drury^s  inftir^ 
mation  to  Cecil.  But,  he  gives  no  proof  of  his  asser* 
tion,  that  Bothwell  was  employed  to  provide  a  house,  i&t 
Damley^s  reception.  Thb  assertion  is  an  additional 
proof  of  what  has  been  already  intimated ;  if  Laing  be 
allowed  his  falsifications,  he  can  eaaly  prove  any  woman 
guilty  of  any  crime.  He  asserts,  that  Bothwell  was  em* 
ployed,  when  the  Queen  was  absent,  in  Glai^w,  to 
provide  a  house,  fcnr  her  husband's  recepdon.  The  em- 
ployment of  Bothwell,  on  such  a  business,  is  asserted, 
without  any  authority ;  and  it  is  asserted  fidaely :  Both-" 
well  knew  what  house  the  king  would  lodge  in,  without 
being  employed  in  providing  it;  as  he  knew  all  the 
Queen's  movements,  from  his  intimate  complotter,  Mr. 
Secretary  Maitland.  The  house,  which  was  probably 
pointed  out,  by  the  Queen's  physician,  as  the  fittest,  for 
an  infirmary,  was  the  lodging  of  the  Provost  of  the  col- 
legiate church  of  Kirk-a-field,  which  came  into  possession 
of  Robert  Balfour,  as  Provost,  in  the  room  of  William 
Pennycuick,  only  two  months  before.?  It  is  a  fact  in- 
oontrovertibly  certain,  whatever  Robertson,  and  Lmng, 
may  say  to  the  contrary^  that  the  Queen,  and  her  hus- 


«  Dissert,  i.  29. 

'  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxv.  95. 


114  THE  LIFE  OF      [Mbm.  IV.  Memoir  of 

band,  were  reconciled,  when  she  went  to  bring  him  to 
Edinburgh ;  and  Damley  did  not  want  any  persuasion 
to  accompany  her  to  Edinburgh;  as  we  know  from 
Drury's  information  to  Cecil."!  The  Queen  brought  him 
to  Edinburgh,  on  the  Slst  of  January  1566-7  ;  as  we 
know  from  BirrePs  Diary,  a  better  authority,  than  Bu- 
chanaa^s  Diary,  for  Murray^s  guilty  purpose.  Yet,  on 
the  base  authority  of  this  obvious  forgery,  does  Mr. 
Laing  assert,  that  the  conspirator,  Bothwell,  whom  she 
met  on  the  road,  from  Kalendar  to  Edinburgh,  escorted 
her  and  DarrUei/,  to  Edinburgh/  The  house,  says  Mr. 
Laing,  was  blown  up  in  the  air;  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
king,  and  his  domestick,  were  found,  at  some  distance, 
untouched,  by  the  powder :  And  he  was  murdered,  by 
Bothwell,  on  the   10th  of  February  1566-7  :•  And,  he 

^  See  the  App.  No.  y'l,  to  Damley*8  Mem.  for  the  proofs  of 
the  reconcilement  of  the  king,  and  queen>  during  his  illness. 

'  Ditsert.  i.  29.  The  dissertator  again  asserts^  that  as  the 
Provost's  house  must  have  been  provided^  under  the  Queen's 
direction^  during  her  absence^  at  Glasgow  ;  not  by  Murray^ 
or  Morton  ;  but  by  one>  Avhom  she  durst  not  afterwards  ac- 
cuse of  the  murder ;  and  Bothwell  alone  stood  in  that  situa- 
tion :  The  malignity  of  this  is  obvious^  but  not  the  sense  : 
Would  not  a  letter^  from  the  Queen*s  physician^  in  her  name^ 
to  Robert  Balfour>  secure  the  house>  as  a  temporary  in- 
firmary ?  Would  not  a  letter^  from  the  same  physician^  to 
the  Queen's  cbamberlain,  or  housekeeper^  induce  them  to 
put  some  furniture  and  bathing-vats^  into  the  house  ?  We 
now  see,  that  Mr.  Laing's  assertion^  and  aigument^  on  this 
subject  of  Bothwell's  providing  the  Provost's  house,  are 
equally  groundless^  and  impertinent. 

•  Dissert.  I  36. 
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might  have  added,  with  the  concurrence  of  Morton^  and 
Maitland,  and  the  approbation  of  Murray.     But,  at  the 
period,  when  Mr.  Laing  came  before  the  publick  with  his 
history,  and  preliminary  dissertation,  it  was  no  longer  an 
object  of  inquiry,  who  murdered  the  wretched  husband 
of  Queen  Mary :  The  three  chief  conspirators,  Morton, 
Maitland,  and  Both weU,  their  instrumenty  had  been  con- 
victed of  the  murder :    Their  several  convictions  were 
recorded  in  the  archives  of  Scotland.     And  they  had 
even  been  confirmed  by  succesave  Parliaments.    Yet, 
those  convictions  remain  all  unknown  to  Dr.  Bobertson, 
and  Mr.  Laing.  At  least,  they  inquire,  think,  and  write^ 
as  if  they  had  never  heard  of  such  convictions,  whatever 
might  be  their  importance :  Of  course,  when  Laing  had 
finished  his  Inquiry,  he  copies  Roberison^s  Dissertation, 
in  deducing  two  conclusions  opposite  to  each  other :  The 
first  is,  that  Murray,  and  his  associates,  planned  the  con- 
spiracy, and  instigated  Both  well,  as  a  cat's-paw ;  the  se- 
cond, that  it  was  perpetrated,  by  Bothwcll  alone,  with  th^ 
Queen's  consent :  He  very  easily  rejects  the  first ;  and 
comes,  naturally,   to  the  second,  that  the  murder  was 
planned,  and  executed,  by  Bothwcll,  with  the  Queen's 
approbation,  which  conclusion,  he  adds^  is  confirmed,  by 
every  circumstance,  in  his  preceding  detail.    This  may 
be  true ;  yet,  the  Queen  may  be  perfectly  innocent :  For, 
if  his  preceding  detail  consist  merely  of  assertions,  and 
insinuations,  of  fictions  and  falsehoods,  of  forgeries  and 
frauds,  such  a  detail,  only,  involves  the  inquirer  in  dis- 
grace ;  but  does  not  fasten  guilt  upon  innocence.    Why 
were  not  the  records  of  Scotland  searched,  for  those  three 
convictions,  of  Morton,   Maitland,  and  Bothwcll  ?  The 
answer  must  be  3  Because  the  three  recorded  convictions 
demonstrate  a  concert ;  and  the  concert  equally  evinces 
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■  conspiracy  of  nobles ;  and  what  conspiracy  of  nul>les 
vsfi  tliere,  in  Scotland,  during  Mary's  reign,  of  which 
Murray  was  not  the  chief?  Why  was  the  important  tact 
I  of  the  riiit,  which  was  paid,  by  Bothwell,  and  Secretary 
1  Mailland,  to  Morton  at  Whittingham,  slurred  over,  by 
this  inquirer  'f  The  answer  must  be,  that  Mr.  Laing, 
being  an  advocate,  knew  that  the  meeting  of  tliree  such 
men,  for  the  avowed  object,  of  agrewng  on  the  plan  of 
taking  ofl'  the  king,  was  an  act  of  high  treason :  and  the 
Gonsnitation,  at  Whittingham,  eslabUshes  a  concert,  for 
the  commission  of  a  treason,  which  involves  Murray,  and 
Iiis  faction,  in  that  guilty  transaction,  of  which  he  knew 
flic  beginning,  approved  the  progress,  and  profiled,  from 
I  the  end  of  the  whole  conspiracy,  from  the  Queen's  de- 
thronement, and  his  elevation  to  rule,  in  her  room.  Dr. 
Robertson  undertook  to  prove  tlie  Queen's  guilt,  by 
showing  the  great  ascendency  of  Bothwell  over  the 
Queen's  inflammable  heart .-  Is  not  this  very  absurd  P  It 
has  been  proved,  ub  r  most  important  fact,  that  while  the 
Queen  waited  the  period  of  her  parturition,  in  Edinburgh- 
castle,  Bothwell  was  excluded  from  it,  by  Murray's  in- 
fluence over  the  Queen.  It  has  been  shown,  as  another 
(act  of  great  importance,  that  an  altercation  ensued,  be- 
tween Murray  and  Botliwell,  at  Alloa,  on  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, in  the  Queen's  preseiKC,  on  the  subject  of  Secre- 
tary Mnitlniid's  [wrdon,  when  Bothwell,  again,  sunk 
under  Murray**  influence.  We  thus  have  seen,  that  Ro- 
Ixntdon'i  theory  of  Bothwell's  ascendency  over  Mary 
wni  visionary  Tlio  historian,  indeed,  endeavoured  to 
prove  hi»  poitil,  liy  particular  instances  vf  his  influence ; 
bul,  1  Iwvi'  ihowii,  by  incontrovertible  documents,  that 
hii  wvrrnl  in<iltiiK'>>«  an-  u  fabc,  u  lii>  theory  is  foolial 
y«  Mr.  Lalnn  Ibllow*  ibc  doctor,  throughout. 
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'*  The  devious  paths,  where  wanton  fancy  leads.^' 

By  inanuation  and  assertion,  by  the  use  of  fictions  and 
forgeries,  by  supposing  what  he  ou^t  to  prove,  and 
slurring  what  he  cannot  disprove,  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  constant  devoirs  of  Bothwell  to  Mary;  while 
Bothwell  was  only  continuous  in  his  concert  with  Mait- 
land,  Morton,  and  Murray.  I  have  followed  Mr.  Laing 
throughout  his  various  artifices;  and  have  shown  the 
truth  of  Dryden's  remark, 

"  That  little  souls  on  little  shifts  rely." 

I  have  proved,  what  all  experience  verifies,  that  ffte  con-' 
spirator  and  the  courtier  are  irreooncileable  characters :  I 
have  shown  Bothwell  very  busy,  as  a  conspirator,  but 
very  inattentive,  as  a  courtier.  And  when  we  see  him 
go  out,  at  the  head  of  a  thousand  horsemen,  with  the 
written  engagement  of  the  prelates,  and  nobles,  in  his 
pocket,  to  seize  the  Queen,  on  the  high  road  ;  to  carry 
her  forcibly  to  Dunbar-castle ;  to  compel  her  assent  to 
marry  him ;  in  what  character  are  we  bound  to  consider 
him,  as  a  conspirator,  or  a  courtier  ?  The  Parliament  of 
December  1567  answered  that  question:  They  found, 
and  adjudged  Bothwell  guilty,  as  a  traitor,  for  having 
committed  on  the  Queen^s  noble  person  the  facts,  just 
mentioned.*  And  that  adjudication  of  Murray ""s  Parlia- 
ment, upon  those  several  points,  precludes  the  idle  theo- 
ries, of  Dr.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  Laing,  their  absurd 
deductions,  and  nefarious  crimination  of  an  innocent 
woman  :  Indeed,  when  it  was  once  settled,  that  Mur- 
ray's faction  were  the  real  murderers  of  Darnley,  with 

^  Acta  Par/,  iii.  p.  5*10. 
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Bothwell  for  their  guilty  tool ;  when  it  was  once  establish- 
e(l>  that  Bothwell  obtained  the  Queen  in  marriage^  from 
the  artifices,  and  violences,  of  Murray^s  faction,  the  whole 
question,  with  regard  to  the  ascendency  of  Bothwell 
over  Mary,  mounts  into  the  moon. 
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MEMOIR   V. 
Memoir  of  the  Regent  Murray. 

When  James  V.  was  wallowing  in  the  enjoy- 
ments of  illicit  love^  little  did  be  reflect,  in  how 
many  difficulties  be  would  involve  his  crown, 
and  people,  and  family,  by  bis  guilty  conduct. 
His  grandson  James  VI.  lived  to  see  those 
effects  distinctly:  And,  in  his  Basilkon  Doron, 
he  held  up,  in  a  striking  light,  to  the  intelligent 
eyes  of  his  son,  Henry,  how  much  the  royal 
family  had  suffered,  and  the  legitimate  govern- 
ment had  been  disgraced,  by  the  ill  choice  of 
his  great-grandfather,  when  he  followed  the  pur- 
suits of  passion,  rather  than  submit  to  the  dic- 
tates of  policy. 

The  most  enterprising  of  the  many  illegiti- 
mate children  of  James  V.  was  his  son,  James, 
by  Margaret,  the  frail  daughter  of  John,  Lord 
Erskine :  And  this  bastard  boy  was  born,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1530-1  ;  as  we  learn  from 
the  King  s  epistle  to  Paul  III.'    The  first  pro- 

"  It  was  dated,  at  Falkland,  on  the  Kalends  of  March 
1537-8,  when  his  son,  James,  was  said,  by  him,  to  be  then 
going  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  age. 
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vision,  which  his  imprudent  father  made,  for 
this  spurious  son,  was,  by  a  grant  of  the  Barony 
and  Castle  ofTamtallon,  that  had  been  already 
settled  on  an  elder  bastard  of  the  same  name, 
from  whom  it  was  now  taken,  as  he  was  better 
provided  for,  by  the  gift  of  the  two  several 
Abbeys  of  Kelso,  and  Melrose,  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  state  how  much  James  V.  disgraced 
himself,  and  degraded  his  government,  by  plac- 
ing so  many  bastard  boys,  at  the  head  of  such 
religious  establishments.  Yet,  in  pursuance  of 
that  fatal  policy,  in  1538,  he  conferred  on  his 
son,  by  Margaret  Erskine,  the  rich  Priory  of 
St.  Andrews,  while  he  was  not  yet  seven  years  of 
age.'  This  infant  Prior,  or  Commendator,  was 
educated  at  the  University  of  St.  Andrews, 
where  he  resided,  as  a  student,  at  the  prema- 
ture demise  of  his  father,  in  December  1542.^ 


*  The  King,  at  the  same  time,  appointed  Alexander 
Miln,  the  Abbot  of  Cambuskenneth,  and  President  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  to  administer  the  spiritual,  and  temporal 
concerns  of  the  Priory  of  St.  Andrews,  during  the  non-age  of 
this  favourite  son.  lEpitt  Reg.  Scot.  ii.  79.  James  V.  letter 
to  Paul  III.  dated  the  6th  June  1540. 

y  This  boy  is  described,  in  the  CoUege  Register,  under  the 
year  1544,  as  '*  Dommui  Jaeobus  Stuart,  jfinior,Jitius  quoth- 
dam  illustrissimi  Jacobi  quinti  Scotorum  Regit,  Camobus  Dwi 
Andrec,  Cammendatorius,**  as  a  student  of  three  yean  stand- 
ing, who  had  a  right  to  vote :  He  took  nu  degree  at  the 
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We  hear  nothing  of  his  learning:  And  we  may 
presume^  that  he  was  bom  with  a  stronger  pro^ 
pensity  for  action^  than  for  study.  On  the  de« 
mise  of  his  father^  the  young  Prior  would  re- 
treat to  his  mother's  residence^  in  Lochleven ; 
and  she  might  wish  to  detain  him,  from  his 
useful  studies,  at  St.  Andrews.* 


uoivenity  >  at  least,  there  is  no  notice,  in  the  register,  of  such 
academick  honours,  when  he  was  thirteen,  or  fourteen  years 
of  age.  In  the  Treasurer'g  Accounts  of  September  1538^ 
there  is  a  chaige,  ^^  for  expences  disbursed  on  Lord  James, 
now  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  for  a  black  velvot  coat,  for  black 
browderit  velvot  to  begary  it )  in  all  worth  j£*25.'*  These 
articles  were  seut  to  St.  Andrews.  In  January  1538«9,  there 
were  charged,  in  the  same  accounts^  for  clothes,  sarkes,  and 
sheets,  to  the  Lord  James,  at  St.  Andrews.  In  March,  and 
May,  there  were  other  furnishings,  to  the  two  Lord  Jameses^ 
at  St  Andrews.  In  April,  and  May  1540,  there  were,  then, 
at  St.  Andrews,  four  of  the  King*s  bastard  sons  :  And  there 
were  then  sent  them  to  that  seat  of  learning,  eight  pair  of 
hose,  and  four  black  bonnets.  In  June,  there  were  other 
articles  sent  to  those  boys  :  There  were,  moreover,  clothes 
furnished  to  Thomas  Dury,  cuke  to  the  Lord  James,  the 
Prior  of  St.  Andrews.  lTreasurer*s  Accounts."] 

■  In  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  of  the  11th  of  June  1643, 
there  appears  a  payment  to  Robert  Ueriot,  messenger, 
passing  with  letters,  to  charge  the  Laird  of  Lochleven,  the 
husband  of  the  boy's  mother,  to  deliver  the  Commendator 
of  St.  Andrews.  As  the  law  knew  nothing  of  this  bastard, 
it  was  not  easy  to  discover,  by  what  authority,  if  not  by  that 
of  Abbot  Miln,  the  Governor  issued  that  charge  to  deliver 
him. 
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Meantime,  the  seeds  of  ambition,  which  na- 
ture had  scattered  in  his  mind,  began  to  sprout ; 
and  he  was  thus  induced,  by  his  propensities,  to 
cultivate  useful  connections,  by  engaging  some 
of  the  ablest,  and  busiest  men,  in  Scotland,  for 
his  particular  service :  He,  also,  wished  to  tra- 
vel; that  he  might  enlarge  his  views  of  the 
world.    The  Parliament  of  Hadington,  which 
met,  in  July  1548,  having  determined  to  send 
the  Queen  to  France,  for  the  security  of  her 
person,  from  open  violence,  and  secret  machi- 
nations, induced  the  Commendator,  to  think 
this  a  good  opportunity,  to  pass  into  France, 
with  his  accustomed  retinue  of  political  asso- 
ciates:*   Andrew  Wood  of  Largo,  who  with 
his  son,  John,  continued  through  life,  a  de- 
voted adherent  of  the  Prior,  was,  in  1562,  ap- 
pointed the  Collector  of  the  Queen's  Thirds  of 
Benefices,  in  Fife,  by  his  present  protector,  wlio 


*  His  license  was  granted,  on  the  9th  of  July  1548,  to 
pass  to  France,  to  "  the  Sculis>  and  study,  and  to  do  other 
his  lawful  business.**    Pitscottie  says,  that  James,  the  Prior 
of  St.  Andrews^  went  to  France  with  the  young  Queen,  in 
1548.     As  perpetual  Commendator  of  the  Priory  of  St. 
Andrews,  he  bsued  a  summons,  on  the  1 5th  of  March 
1549-50,  against  Mr.  John  Rowl,  the  Prior  of  Pittenweem, 
which  was  a  cell,  ordependency  of  Uie  Priory  of  St.  Andrews. 
[MS.  extracts  from  the  Register  of  St.  Andrews,] 
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had  at  length  become  the  Queen's  minister  ;^ 
(2)  Robert  Colville  of  Cleishe,  who  was  a  bas- 
tard son  of  Sir  James  Colville  of  Easter  Wemyss, 
and  had  obtained^  from  his  father^  the  lands  of 
Cleishe :  He  again  went  to  France,  with  the 
Prior,  in  1550  ;  and  being  a  zealous  innovator, 
became  the  Master  of  the  Household  to  the 
Prior :  and  following  him  into  the  field,  he  was 
slain,  at  the  siege  of  Leith,  on  the  7th  of  May 
1560 :'  (3)  Patrick  Myrton,  the  Archdeacon 
of  Aberdeen  :  (4)  Patrick  Cockburn,  parson  of 
Petcoks,  in  East  Lothian,  who  was  an  author 
by  profession ;  and  he  again  went  to  France 
with  the  Prior,  in  1550  :^  (5)  John  Wood,  the 
vicar  of  Largo,  soon  after  became  the  Prior's 
secretary,  in  which  station,  he  became  noto- 
rious, for  his  attachment  to  the  Prior,  and  for 
his  enmity  to  the  Queen ;  he  was  appointed,  by 

^  Collector's  Accounts,  in  the  Register-house,  at  Edin* 
burgh. 

^  Robert  Colville^  who  thus  sacrificed  his  life  to  his  zeal 
of  innovation^  or  his  attachment  of  interest,  was  the  proge- 
nitor of  the  Lord  Colville  of  Ochiltree. 

**  He  dedicated  his  book>  "  De  Vulgari  Sacra  Scriptures 
Phrasi/*  to  the  Prior,  in  May  1552.  Cockburn  published 
some  other  religious  works.  But,  they  were  all  prohibited  by 
the  Pope :  Cockburn  became  the  first  Protestant  minister  of 
Hadington  :  But,  in  1564,  and  1565,  he  was  complained  of, 
for  not  attending  the  general  assemblies  of  the  church* 
Keith,  535,  540.     He  was  not  a  thorough-paced  reformer. 
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his  master's  influeuce,  when  Miuister  of  Scot- 
land, one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Jus- 
tice; he  was  concerned,  as  we  have  seen,  with 
BuchaoaQ,  in  fabricating- a  declaration,  fur  the 
attainted  Paris,  which  is  disgraceful,  for  its  con- 
tradictions, and  odious  for  its  falsehoods;  Wood 
died  by  the  vengeful  hand  of  the  Laird  of 
Rei*e8 :  (6)  Patrick,  the  Master  of  Lindsey  : 
He  was,  however,  on  the  subsequent  day,  di- 
rected, by  the  Governor,  not  to  depart  the 
kingdom  :  this  person  married  the  sister  ute- 
rine of  the  Prior ;  and  succeeding  his  father 
John,  Lord  Lindsey,  in  1563.  became  notorious 
for  his  zeal  of  innovation,  and  violence  of  mea- 
sures :  He  was  one  of  the  principal  assassins 
of  Rizzio,  and  one  of  the  conspirators,  who 
compelled  the  Queen  to  resign  her  crown ; 
and  afterwards  swore,  that  she  bad  resigned  it 
voluntarily. 

Such  then,  were  the  political  associates  of  this 
youthful  Prior,  who,  according  to  Robertson, 
soon  became  disgusted  with  the  indolent  retire- 
ment of  a  monastick  life,  as  if  he  had  ever  been 
confined  to  a  monastick  life. 

Among  the  respectable  persons,  who  at- 
tended the  infant  Queen  to  France,  were  the 
Commendator's  grandfather,  John  Lord  Ers- 
kine,  and  his  uncle,  John  Erskine,  the  Prior  of] 
Incbmahora,  who  became  Lord  Erskine,  Earl 
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of  Mar,  and  in  1571,  Regent  of  Scotland.^ 
We  may  from  those  circumstances  infer,  that 
the  youthful  Commendator  went,  on  that  oo- 
casion,  to  Paris,  on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  more 
than,  for  the  instruction  of  the  sculis. 

Those  early  notices  of  so  distinguished  a 
person  are,  certainly,  instructive ;  particularly, 
as  he  is  sometimes  confounded,  with  another 
bastard  brother  of  the  same  name,  who  was 
Prior  of  Kelso,  and  Melrose:  as  we  have 
seen/ 

The  Prior,  however,  seems  not  to  have  re- 
mained long,  at  the  sculis  of  France.  He  was, 
certainly,  present,  in  the  Council  of  the  Scoti* 
can  Church,  which  was  assembled,  at  Edin* 
burgh,  for  reformation,  in  1549,  when  he  was 
scarcely  eighteen.' 

The  Commendator  very  early  felt  the 
movements  of  love,  as  well  as  the  incitements 
of  ambition.     On  the  infant  daughter  of  John, 


*  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxilfol  16-17. 

'  See  Lodge's  lUtistrations,  whose  mistakes  have  been 
copied  into  other  works  of  a  similar  kind.  This  James 
Stewart  died,  in  September,  or  October  1 557.  [Privy  Seal 
Reg.  xxix.  7  •] 

s  Wilkins's  Cane,  i.  p.  93  :  and  Sir  David  Dalrymple*s 
Councils.  Among  the  abbots,  and  priors,  who  sat,  in  that  as- 
sembly, was  "  Jacohus  Pri&ratus  Ecclesialis  Primatialit  Sti, 
jindrea,  Commendataritu.**  ^ 

VOL.  III.  K  >^ 
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the  master  of  Buchan,  the  Commendator  caal 
his  prudent  eyes,  as  a  convenient  match :  Andi 
upon  the  16th  of  January,  1549-50,  he  en- 
tered into  a  contract  of  marriage,  with  James 
Steuart,  the  lady's  uncle,  though  her  grand- 
father, the  Earl  of  Buchan,  was  still  alive :  This 
contract  was  never  fulfilled,  by  the  Commen- 
dator; but,  under  its  cover,  he  contrived  tQ,, 
deprive  the  heiress  of  her  inheritance  ;  as  we: 
know  from  the  records. 

Having  assisted,  at  the  Ecclesiastical  Coun- 
cil of  1549,  in  passing  some  Acts  of  Reforma- 
tion ;  and  entered  into  that  cautract,  he  ogaia. 
went  to  France,  in  September  1550,  when  not 
yet  nineteen,  "  for  dressing  some  affairs  of  the 
(jueen,"  and  her  realm.'*  He  was,  again,  ac- 
companied, by  various  dependents,  who  could, 
each  support  him,  by  their  advice,  or  arms,  by 
their  words,  or  writings.  They  were :  John 
Rowll,  the  Prior  of  Pittenweem  ;  William  Law- 
der  ofHatton  ;'  Dean  John  Winram,  the  Vicar 


^  For  that  effect,  there  wbs  a  licenae  granted  to  bim,  his 
servants,  and  friendg,  on  the  6th  of  September  1 550. 

'  Lawder  was  n  zealous  innovalor,  and  a  constant  adhe- 
rent of  our  Prior,  through  hia  variou!ii:onspirade!i,andadven- 
lures.  He  engaged  in  the  assassination  of  Rizzio,  and  the 
imprisonment  of  the  Queen,  for  Murray's  behoof ;  and  was 
pardoned,  for  those  treasons,  by-Mi^rray's  influence,  IPrivf 
SrnI  firg.7lh  July  1566.] 
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of  Don;''  Mr.  John  Douglas,  the  Person  of 
Newlands,  who,  under  the  corrupt  regency  of 
Morton,  rose,  by  his  arts,  to  be  Archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews ;'  Patrick  Cockburn,  the  Parson  of 
Petcokis ;  David  Henryson,  the  Vicar  of  Rossie : 
Henry  Douglas  the  younger,  of  Drumgarland ; 
Alexander  Erskine,  the  son  of  John,  Lord  £rs« 
kine,  and  uncle  of  the  Prior ;  Robert  Colville  of 
Cleishe,  before  mentioned ;  John  Forret ;  Ro- 
bert Wynram,  in  Ratho ;  James  Somerville,  in 
Humby;"   David   Orme;    and   Bartholomew 
Livingston.    Such  then,  were  the  characters, 
who  accompanied  our  ambitious  Commendator 
to  France,  on  the  Queen's  affairs." 

What  business  the  Prior  dressed,  or  undress- 
edy  for  his  sister,  and  Queen,  in  France,  it  is 
not  easy  to  discover.  He,  no  doubt,  acted 
more  for  himself  than  the  Queen,  his  sister ;  as 
we  may  infer,  from  the  list  of  his  attendants. 


^  Winram  was  an  early  innovator,  while  Subprior  of  St. 
Andrews;  and  filled  that  seat  of  leaminj^»  with  his  prin- 
ciples. 

'  He  was  a  bastard  of  Robert  Douglas  of  Langnewton  ; 
was  originally  a  Carmelite  friar ;  then  Parson  of  Newlands  ; 
Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Argyle ;  an  innovator  by  habit  5  and 
he  thus  became  Rector  of  the  University  of  St.  Andrews, 
and  Archbishop :  he  died  in  1575. 

"  James  Somerville^  and  his  two  brothers,  were  engaged 
in  the  assassination  of  Rizzio,  for  the  relief  of  Murray. 

•  Prwy  Seal  Reg.  xxiv.  fol.  18. 
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He,  probably,  returned,  early,  in  the  subse- 
quent year ;  as  he  obtained  legitimation,  on  the 
7tb  of  February  1 550-1  .<^  He  was  again  le^- 
timated,  owing  to  whatever  cause,  in  subse- 
quent times,  as  his  prospects  opened  upon  him, 
when  he  was  incited,  by  the  ambition  of  others, 
as  well  as  his  own,  to  grasp  at  the  sceptre/ 

Early  in  the  subsequent  year,  1552,  he  seems 
to  have  begun  his  political  connection  with 
England,  while  he  continued  his  intrigues,  in 
France,  for  what  he  could  obtain,  when  he  was, 
scarcely,  arrived  at  that  period  of  life,  when 
young  men  are  allowed  by  law  to  act  for  them- 
selves.' He  certainly  went  to  France  in  July 
1552,  by  the  route  of  London,  and  returned  the 
same  way,  in  the  following  December/    There 

o  Prwy  Seal  Reg.  xxiv.  p.  6^.  '  Id. 

^  Goodall  mentions  a  treasonable  correspondence  with 
England^  in  1552,  on  the  authority  of  the  Cot.  Lib.  Col,  B. 
Vii.  455>  which  seems  to  be  mistaken  in  the  reference. 
[DalzeU's  Setch  of  Murray* $  Life,  147.]  The  fact  is,  how- 
ever^ that  there  is  recorded  on  the  books  of  the  English 
Privy  Council,  a  warrant,  dated  the  27th  of  July  1552,  for 
paying  to  James  Steuart,  a  hundred  marks.  On  the  5th  of 
the  subsequent  December,  there  is  recorded  another  warrant, 
in  the  same  books,  for  paying  to  James  Steuart,  in  the 
way  of  imprest,  another  hundred  marks. 

'  On  the  13th  of  September  1552  he  witnessed  a  com- 
mission, which  was  granted,  at  Paris,  by  W.  Gordon,  the 
Bishop  of  Aberdeen,   under  the  name  of  James  Steuart, 
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is  reason  to  believe,  from  the  jealousies  enter- 
tained, by  the  £nglish  Court,  of  that  of  France, 
during  a  year  of  peace,  that  the  ministers  of 
Edward  VI.  made  use  of  the  youthful  Prior,  as 
an  unsuspected  spy,  during  his  residence  at 
Paris.  Considering  the  Prior's  revenue,  we 
might  suppose,  that  he  was  under  no  necessity, 
to  receive  the  wages  of  corruption ;  if  it  were 
not,  that  he  had  many  followers,  whose  needs 
made  constant  demands  on  his  accustomed  in* 
come. 

Of  such  a  character,  as  our  Commendator, 
it  is  curious  to  remark,  that  while  he  thus  re- 
ceived money  of  England,  he  began  to  act  as 
the  Reformer  of  Scotland,  at  the  early  age  of 
one-and- twenty,  when  most  youths,  some  to 
business,  some  to  pleasure  take.*  But,  the 
ruling  passion  of  the  Prior,  was  ambition,  which 
can  stoop  to  the  lowest  baseness.  It  is  out  of 
nature,  for  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  to  com- 
mence the  Reformer   of  that  Church,  from 

Prior  of  St.  Andrews.    This  feet  proves^  that  he  was,  cer- 
tainly^  at  Paris,  on  the  day  specified. 

'  Burnet  represents,  under  the  year  1552,  the  state  of 
Scotland  to  have  been  divided  into  two  factions :  At  the 
head  of  the  one,  was  Archbishop  Hamilton  :  The  other  flEu;- 
tion,  who  hated  him,  and  inclined  to  the  Reformation,  put 
the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  at  their  head.  [Hist.  Reform,  u. 
«09.] 
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whose  establishment^  he  derived  so  large  an 
income^  and  such  considerable  patronage. 

We  are  thus  led  to  investigate,  more  dis- 
tinctly^ the  Prior's  real  views,  either  of  interest, 
or  ambition.  We  have  seen  him  going  to 
France,  in  1548,  when  he  was,  scarcely,  seven- 
teen, \nth  a  great  following  of  writers,  warriors, 
and  politicians;  being  already  ambitious, 
*^  with  endless  rule  to  dwell.*'  He  now  went 
to  France,  \nth  his  sister,  and  sovereign  :  In 
1550,  he  again  went  to  France,  in  the  train  of 
the  dowager-queen ;  on  pretence  of  promoting 
the  Queen's  affairs,  with  a  similar  accompani- 
ment of  various  characters,  whom  be  had  at- 
tracted, by  his  gratuities.  In  1552,  we  have 
detected  the  Prior,  at  the  age  of  one-and- 
twenty,  employed,  by  the  ministers  of  Edward 
VI.,  in  their  secret  intrigues,  and  receiving  their 
money,  for  his  management.  We  have  per- 
ceived him,  during  the  same  year,  already  at  the 
head  of  the  Scotish  reformers,  in  opposition  to 
the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews  :  And,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  ask,  whether  he  placed  himself,  at 
the  head  of  such  innovators,  upon  a  religious, 
or  an  ambitious  motive  ?  While  he  was  young, 
we  shall  see  him  busy,  both  in  the  Scotican 
Councils,  and  in  the  Scotish  Parliament;  while 
he  was  induced,  by  love,  to  court  the  Countess  of 
Buchan,  and  by  avarice,  to  swindle  her  out  of 
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her  estate.  We  shall  observe  him  joining  with  a 
very  few  nobles^  who  were  as  busy  as  himself^ 
in  the  recal  of  John  Knox^  one  of  the  most  tur-- 
bulent  men  of  an  innovating  age,  that  he  might 
act  with  them,  both  as  priest,  and  prophet. 
When  the  Reformers,  in  1558,  assumed  a  sort 
of  political  system,  we  shall  still  find  the  Prior, 
at  the  head  of  them.  In  the  year  1559  when 
they  had  made  some  progress,  under  CeciFs 
management,  we  still  see  the  Prior  an  active 
leader,  following  his  ruling  passions  of  interest, 
and  ambition.  What  his  motives  were,  we 
may,  distinctly,  perceive,  in  Throgmorton's  in- 
formation to  Cecil,  before  mentioned:  I  am 
^^  secretly  informed,"  said  that  discerning  am- 
bassador, to  the  Secretary,  in  July  1559,  '^  that 
^'  there  is  a  party,  in  Scotland,  for  placing  the 
"  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  in  the  state  of  Scotland ; 
<^  and  that  the  Prior  himself,  by  all  the  secret 

^  Forbes*s  Stale  Papers,  i.  80.  Holinabed^  i.  367-9>  has 
transcribed,  out  of  Lesley,  two  letters,  from  Francis,  and 
Mary^  dated,  in  August  1559,  reprehending  the  Lord  James, 
for  his  attempts  to  deprive  them  of  their  whole  authority,  in 
Scotland.  It  is  apparent,  from  the  above  review  of  his  con- 
duct, tom  his  early  youth,  that  be  was  guilty.  In  1559, 
he  had  a  greater  influence,  in  Scotland,  than  the  Queen  her- 
self ;  as  he  had  long  dedicated  his  whole  revenues  to  ob- 
tain followers  From  the  moment,  that  he  placed  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  innovators,  he  became  dangerous  to  the 
Queen's  legal  authority. 
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"  means  he  can,  aspires  thereto."'  Cecil's  in- 
structions to  Sadler,  naturally,  followed  that 
ioformation  of  Throgmorton.  Secretary  Cecil 
went,  in  the  subsequent  year,  to  Scotland,  to 
oegotiate  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh.  In  writing 
to  Elizabeth,  from  that  city,  on  the  19tli  of 
June  1560,  Cecil  says  ;  "  Next  to  Lethingtoo 
[Maitland]  is  the  Lord  James,  who,  surely,  is 
"  not  unlike  either  in  person,  or  quahties,  to 
"  be  a  King,  soon.""  The  whole  State  Papers 
of  that  age  evince,  that  Secretary  Cecil  always 
meant  more,  than  he  expressed.  During  the 
same  year  1559,  as  we  are  assured  by  Robert- 
son, the  Regent-Queen,  publickly,  insinuated 
"  that  the  ambition  of  the  Prior  aspired  beyond 
"  the  condition  of  a  subject ;  and  aimed  at 
"  nothing  less  than  the  crown  itself;"  an  accu- 
"  eation.so  improbable,"  continues  he, "  gained 
"  but  little  credit :"  And  thus,  the  historian 
was  induced,  by  a  very  illegitimate  logick,  to 

•  It  was  ia  vam,  for  Elizabeth,  seven  years  afterwards,  ta 
talk,  that  there  was  an  iutent  discoTerett  to  us,  before  the 
making  of  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  even  by  LetbmgUit)  him- 
self, to  deprive  the  Scotiah  Queen  of  her  crown,  ichich  mo- 
tion tee  ulleriy  rejected.  Cot.  Lib.  Col.  C.  9.  50,  That 
there  was  a  purpose,  which  waa  countenanced,  by  the 
English  govemmenl,  to  deprive  the  Scotish  QtiecD  of  her 
crown,  is  true :  but,  it  is  not  true,  that  Elixitbeth  checked  J 
that  purpose,  as  she  rather  promoted  it. 

■  Hitt.Stot.  i.  202-9. 
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object  to  the  notice  in  Forbes^  and  to  a  whole 
chapter,  in  Goodall/  as  well  as  to  the  fact. 
Secretary  Cecil,  who  wrote  from  what  he  saw^ 
and  understood,  thought  differently  from  Dr. 
Robertson,  that  the  Lord  James  was  likely  to 
be  8(Hm  a  King.    From  that  epoch,  the  Lord 
James  became  the  instrument  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Cecil,  for  ruining  the  Scotish  Queen.    If  we 
carry  on  our  inquiries,  on  this  head,  one  step 
further,  we  shall  see,  whether  Robertson,  or 
Cecil,  reasoned    most   accurately,  about  the 
probabilities  of  the  Prior*s  Kingship :   The  at- 
tempt of  Elizabeth  to  intercept  the  Scotish 
Queen's  passage  to  Scotland,  after  denying  her 
a  safe  conduct,  evinces  the  purpose  of  Cecily 
and  Lord  James,  to  imprison  the  Scotish  Queen^ 
that  her  bastard  brother  might  reign,  as  a  de- 
pendent prince.     It  is  morever  an  interesting 
fact,  that  from  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  on  the 
5th  of  July  1660,  to  the  19th  of  August  1661, 
when  the  Queen  arrived,  the  Lord  James,  the 
bastard  of  Scotland,  was  the  virtual  sovereign 
of  Scotland,  under  the  corrupt  management  of 
Secretary  Cecil ;  having  declined  to  act,  under 
the  commission,  which  the  Queen  had  trans- 
mitted to  Scotland,  for  establishing  a  legitimate 
government. 

y  Forbes^  i.  80  ^  Goodall,  i.  ch.  iii. 
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It    is   now    necessary  to   trace  some  ottien-l 
points  of  the  Prior's  progress  to  his  elevation, 
as  sovereign,  by  a  brief  retrospection,  from  the 
year  1552,  when  lie  appeared  at  the  head  of  the 
innovators.    We  see  him  active,  in  tlie  Par- 
liament of  1554,  as  the  chief  of  the  reformers  ; 
supporting    the   Queens- regent's    pretensions.' 
This    party,   and    the   Queen-regent,   seem    lo 
have  understood  each  other :  She  procured  the 
return  of  the  assassins  of  Cardinal  Beaton,  and  . 
favoured  their  present  views;  and  they  flattered  | 
her  passions,  and  supported  her  government. 
After  the  death  of  John  Rowll,  in  1555,  the 
Lord  James  obtained  the  Priory  of  Pittenweera.' 
He  acquired,  during  the  same  year,  the  rich  I 
priory  of  Mascou,   in   France :''    He  appears,  ' 
afterwards,  to  have  obtained  a  bishoprick,  in 
the  same  kingdom,  as  he  seemed  to  be  sincere, 
in  promoting  the  measures  of  France.*     It  is 


•  Ada  Pari.  697. 
■  Prwt/  Seal  Reg.  14th  April  1555,         "■  Goodall.i.  153,  J 

*  HarAvticke'B  Stale  Pap.  i.  158:  Tbrogmoiton  the  Eng-  1 
lish  Ambassador,  at  Paris,  wrote  to  ElizabctL,  uu  the  S9lli 
November  1560 :  "  Whereas,  the  Lord  James,  Bastard  of 
Scotland,  bad,  out  of  a  bisboprick,  nnd  abbey,  of  this  coun- 
try, a  yearly  pcusion  of  ?,50n  ci*i>wns ;  he  hath  made  suit 
to  this  King,  unil  Quecri,  lo  have  not  only  rhe  arrearages 
of  the  saaic,  since  il  hath  been  staid ;  but  also  the  coDti- 
nualion  thereof     The  Queen  (Mary)  halh  uiadc  liim  this  ■ 
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obvious,  that  the  Prior  was  thus  studious,  to  ob- 
tain those  ecclesiastical  promotions,  in  France, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  while  the  Prior 
was  active,  in  undermining  the  Papal  authority 
in  Scotland.' 

The  duplicity,  which  was  so  fashionable,  in 
that  religious  age,  and  of  which  the  Prior  was 
so  great  an  adept,  may  be  illustrated,  from  a 
very  different  transaction ;  His  contract  of 
marriage  with  the  Countess  of  Buchan,  as  we 
have  seen,  was  never  falfiUed  :  But,  from  that 
vantage-groundj  the  Commendator  saw,  dis- 
tinctly, the  condition,  both  of  the  lady,  who 
was  then  an  infant,  and  of  the  earldom  of 
Buchan,  which  was  burdened  with  the  debts 
of  an  old,  and  improvident  Earl.  As  early  as 
1556,  the  Commendator  adopted  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  this  earldom,  without  marrying  the 
heiress,  to  whom  he  was  engaged  :  His  mode  of 
making  this  acquisition,  was,  by  buying  up  the 


answer^  that  like  as  this  his  falling,  from  his  duty^  hath  been 
the  cause  of  the  stay  thereof,  and  deserveth  his  exemption^ 
from  the  same ;  so  his  merits  again,  towards  her,  is  the  only 
way  to  purchase  her  favour,  and  the  said  pension ;  which,  if 
he  accomplish,  according  to  the  trust  she  hath  of  him,  he 
shall  not  only  be  sure  of  his  satisfaction,  but  also  of  all  the 
good  favour,  that  may  be  showed  him,  besides  his  pension, 
whether  he  dispose  himselfi  to  be  eccletiastical,  or  temporal.'* 
"*  lb.  under  1559-60. 


mortgages,  or  other  securitiee,  on  this  encum- 
bered property.  In  1556,  he  acquired,  from 
the  heiress,  and  her  tutor,  Og^Ivie  of  Boyoe, 
assignations  of  the  rights  of  redeeming  those 
securities  ;  and  upon  those  assignations,  he  ob- 
tained confirmatory  grants  of  the  crown,  which 
gave  him  a  complete  right  to  the  assigned  pro- 
perty.* On  the  death  of  the  old  Earl,  in  1562, 
his  grand-daughter,  Christian,  succeeded  to  the 
earldom  of  Buchan,  without  the  estate,  which 
the  Prior  had  secured,  for  himself:  And  she 
was  married,  in  1563,  to  the  uterine  brother  of 
the  Prior,  Robert,  the  second  son  of  Robert 
Douglas  of  Lochleven,  who  had  married  Mar- 
garet, the  Prior's  mother,  by  James  V.  That 
the  heiress  of  Buchan  had  been  swindled  out  of 
her  marriage,  and  her  estates,  by  the  Comroen- 
dator,  is  now  quite  evident,  from  the  pubHck 
records.' 

Amidst  the  various,  and  continued  pretences 
of  the  reformers,  during  the  years  1558,  1559, 
1560,  the  Prior  had  frequent  occasions,  to  dis- 
play his  perseverance,  and  his  artifices.  But, 
the  first  attempt,  which  appears,  of  the  Lord 
James,  by  the  help  of  Knox,  to  impose  a  for- 
gery on  the  credulous  world,  was,  in  October 
1559.*    We  may  thus  see,  that  the  Reformer^  I 

'  See  ihe  jlpj:  No.  v, 

(  Eliznbeth's  nolorious  agent,  Ran<lolph,  under^tbe  fdgncdl 
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and  the  Prior  were  fully  aware  of  the  conve- 
nient policy  of  making  a  letter^  or  a  lie^  serve 
the  appropriate  purpose  of  the  fraudful  day, 
which, 

**  the  well-invented  tale^  for  truth  imparts.*^ 

But,  what  was  the  imposition  of  such  a  letter, 
which  was  thus  easily  detected,  to  the  fraud  of 
the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  6th  July  1560,  "  by 
which,  according  to  Robertson,  the  sovereign 
authority  was  almost  tranferred  into  the 
**  hands  of  the  congregation  :"^  Yet,  the  his- 
torian does  not  stop,  to  inquire,  whether  a 
transfer,  so,  extraordinary,  was  ever  made,  or 
if  powers  to  make  such  a  treaty,  were  ever 
given.  There  was,  indeed,  a  treaty,  of  that 
date  made,  at  Edinburgh,  between  Elizabeth, 
on  the  one  part,  and  Francis  and  Mary,  on  the 
other  :*  But,  that  such  a  treaty  was  never  made 
with   the  Scotish   insurgents,  is   quite  clear : 


name  of  Barnaby,  wrote^  from  Hamilton,  on  the  12th  of 
October  1559,  to  Sadler,  and  Croft,  at  Berwick  :  as  we 
learn,  from  Sadler's  State  Papers,  i.  497-9  :  "  The  Prior  of 
"  St.  Andrews  sent  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  that  he  re- 
''  ceived  out  of  France  :  containing  many  news  of  the  pre- 
"  parations  against  Scotland,  with  advice  to  seek  aid  of 
''  England  :  which,  I  guess,  to  savour  too  much  of  Knox*s 
"  style,  to  come  fix>m  France,  though  it  will  serve  to  good 
"  purpoter  ^  Hist.  1241. 

'  See  it  in  Rymer,  xv.  and  in  Leonard,  ii. 


138  '  THE  LIFE  OF     [Mem.  V.    Memoir  of 

The  treaty,  which  was  intimated,  by  Robert- 
son, as  we  have  seen  above,  is  a  gross  forgery ; 
as  plainly  appears,  after  every  research,  that 
can  be  made,  on  this  important  subject  :^  The 
French  Ambassadors  had  no  authority  to  make 
any  treaty  with  the  Scotch  insurgents  :'  They 
refused,  at  Eklinburgh,  the  place  of  negotiation, 
to  make  any  treaty :  And  yet  a  treaty  is  pro- 
duced, at  last,  accompanied  with  every  mark, 
that  can  denote  a  forgery ."^  The  Lord  James, 
with  Secretary  Maitland,  were  the  instruments, 
who  imposed  this  fraud  on  a  believing  people, 
in  concurrence  with  Secretary  Cecil ;  who  were 
all  very  capable  of  any  baseness,  for  a  political 
purpose  :  While  Cecil  continued,  in  Scotland, 
he  regarded  Maitland,  the  Secretary,  to  be  the 
only  statesman,  who  was  capable  of  providing, 
for  the  burden  of  foresight. 

The  Lord  James  continued  his  activity  of 
design,  to  promote  his  own  interests,  through- 
out the  busy  year  1560.     The  several  points, 

^  See  Whitaker*8  Vmdication  of  Mary*$  Innocence,  iii. 
40-3  ',  463-93-515 ;  and  the  A^pp.  to  this  Memoir,  No.  iii. 

'  See  their  full  powers,  in  Rym.  Foed,  xv.  p.  581  :  It  was 
dated  the  2d  of  July  1560. 

■"  See  the  App.  to  this  Memoir,  No.  iii. 

•  VHien  the  English  troops,  which  were  at  Leith,  marched 
oflf,  in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  Edinburgh,  the  Lord 
James  accompanied  them  to  Berwick.  .  Keith,  445. 
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which  the  feigned  treaty  contained^  were  car* 
ried  into  effect,  withonf  ratification :  And  above 
all,  a  Parliament  was  called,  by  the  Lord 
Jameses  influences,  without  the  Queen's  know- 
ledge, and  sat,  without  her  authority:  But, 
the  managing  persons  insisted,  that  the  treaty 
justified  such  constitutional  irregularities,  and 
necessity  confirmed  the  convention,  though 
the  Queen  bad  not  ratified  the  treaty,  and, 
without  ratification,  no  treaty  is  valid.  A  great 
variety  of  laws  were  now  passed,  which  a  heated 
people  demanded,  and  an  assembly  of  zealots 
enacted :°  Sir  James  Sandilands  was  sent  with 
the  proceedings  of  such  a  convention  to  France ; 
to  ask  for  the  Queen's  ratification  of  measures, 
whereof  she  had  no  previous  knowledge ;'  the 
Queen  refused  to  ratify  such  proceedings,  and 
regarded  the  messenger  with  great  jealousy, 
while  she  knew,  that  a  splendid  embassage 
had  been  sent,  by  the  same  convention,  to  Eli- 
zabeth. Robertson  thought  it  too  late,  now, 
to  call  in  question  the  legality  of  the  conven- 
tion of  August  1560;  as  if  it  were  ever  too  late 

o  See  a  list  of  them  in  Keith,  151 ;  and  they  have  been 
recently  printed,  among  the  Acta  Parliamentorum ;  not  that 
such  laws  had  any  force  in  themselves,  but  were  legalized, 
by  a  subsequent  Parliament. 

^  See  his  instructions,  lb.  App.  91  >  and  the  Hardwicke 
State  Papers, 


to  rectify  error,  and  to  ascertain  truth.  TheLord 
James  continued,  from  his  temperament,  to  be 
one  of  the  most  active  of  those  lords,  who  as- 
sumed the  governmentofScotland,  during  that 
anarchical  period.  The  state  of  this  country, 
and  people,  justiiies  the  observation  of  Eliza- 
beth, who  bad  contributed  to  bring  it  into  such 
a  state,  that  "  the  Scots  were  populus  sine  ca~ 
"pile."*  Elizabeth,  on  that  occasion,  refused, 
to  accept,  as  her  husband,  Lord  Arran,  who 
was  offered  to  her  choice,  by  that  convention ; 
and  who,  as  early  as  1554,  had  been  destined, 
by  his  father,  to  be  the  husband  of  the  infant 
Queen.  Amidst  the  intrigues,  which  were  in 
agitation,  both  at  London,  and  Paris,  died  on 
tlie  5th  of  December  1560,  Francis  II.  the 
Queen's  husband,  and  matrimonial  King  of 
Scots,  one  of  the  gentlest  of  sovereigns. 

The  Lords,  who  ruled  Scotland,  without  au- 
thority, with  the  Lord  James,  at  their  head, 
called  together  a  convention  of  such  barons, 
as  were  nearest  at  hand,  on  the  15th  of  Ja- 


i  Hardwicke's  Slate  Pap.  i.  I6J  :  In  the  same  klter,  it  is 
said,  "  As  fur  us  I  can  Icarn  among  the  Scotish  men,  [at 
"  London]  if  ttieir  alliancL-  be  nut  more  rsiablished,  than 
"  some  here  would ; — they  shall  be  constrained,  in  save 
'•  their  necka,  and  to  win  the  French  favour  again,  to  turn 
"  their  coats,  which  doth  not  a  little  grieve  them."  lb-  H>9- 
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niiary  1560-1 ;  to  consider  of  the  effects  of  that 
event/  The  convention  is  said  to  have  ap- 
pointed the  Lord  James,  to  repair  to  the  Queen, 
in  order  to  persuade  her,  to  return  to  Scotland.* 
From  the  State  papers  we  thus  see,  that  the 
Lord  James  had  no  such  authority,  as  Knox 
supposed,  and  said:  And,  from  those  State 
papers,  we  also  perceive,  that  the  chie&  of  the 
nobility  were,  equally,  willing,  to  receive  Eli- 
zabeth, as  Mary,  or  any  potentate,  that  would 
gratify  best  their  ambition,  or  their  avarice. 
The  Lord  James,  as  we  are  informed,  by  Ran^ 
dolph,  was  in  no  hurry  to  depart,  ^^  till  he  see 
^^  what  wiVL  be  done,  at  the  ensuing  Parlia- 
^*  ment.**'    Amidst  the  intrigues  of  that  busy 


i*a* 


'  Keith,  157. 

'  KnoXj  283  :  There  remains^  in  the  Paper  Office,  a  letter 
from  the  Lord  James  to  Cecil,  dated  the  7th  of  February 
1560-1  >  desiring  a  passport:  *'  being  ordered  by  the  no- 
''  biUiy,  and  council,  to  our  sovereign,  for  declaration  of  our 
'*  duty^  and  devotion,  to  her  highness.**  Such,  then,  were 
his  powers,  which  he  could  shape  into  any  form.  There  is 
also  a  letter,  on  that  occasion,  from  Argyle  >  offering  his 
services  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  There  is  a  similar  letter,  from 
the  Duke  of  Chattelherauld,  in  favour  of  Lord  James ;  and 
offering  his  services  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  There  was  a 
similar  letter,  from  Morton  to  Cecil,  in  favour  of  Lord 
James,  with  an  offer  of  his  services.    What  traitors ! 

*  The  convention  was  appointed,  by  the  ruling  powers,  to 
meet  the  2l8t  of  May,  next.     Keith,  157* 

VOL.  III.  L 
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agents  to  secure  an  English  interest^  in  Scot- 
land, arrived  various  persons,  from  Maiy. 
Bothweil,  also,  arrived  from  Paris,  ^^  to  work," 
according  to  Randolph,  ^^  what  mischief  he 
^  can,**  to  Randolph's  designs  of  serving  Eli- 
zabeth against  Mary :  There  came  from  Mary, 
at  the  same  time,  a  commission  to  seven  per- 
sonages, or  any  three  of  them,  to  convene,  and 
hold  a  Parliament,  in  her  name.''  But,  owing 
to  the  uncertainty,  and  intrigues  of  the  mo- 
ment, this  royal  commission  appears  not  to 
have  been  adopted,  by  the  heterogeneous  com- 
missioners. In  the  meantime,  Maitland,  who 
was  then  the  ablest  statesman,  in  Scotland, 
acted,  in  some  sort,  as  Elizabeth's  Secretary,  in 
Scotland  ;  and  basely  informed  Cecil  of  every 
measure,  both  at  Edinburgh,  and  Paris.^ 

There  was  another  party,  consisting  of  pre- 
lates, and  nobles,  of  great  consequence,  who 
seem  to  have  stood  aloof,  from  those,  who 
acted  more,  for  Elizabeth,  than  Mary,  and  who 
sent  Lesley,  the  Bishop  elect  of  Ross,  to  offer 

"  The  royal  commissioners  were :  The  Duke^  the  Earl 
of  Ai^le,  the  Earl  of  Huntley^  the  Earl  of  Bothwell, 
the  Lord  James^  the  Earl  of  Athole>  and  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Andrews. 

*  Hh  correspondence  with  Cecily  which  remains^  in  the 
F&per  OfiSce,  is  the  record  of  his  gvalt. 
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The  zeal  of  Lesley  seems  to  have  outrun  the 
policy  of  Lord  James :  Lesley  arrived  a  day 
before  his  arrival,  at  Vitrie,  where  he  was  well 
received  by  the  Queen ;  where  he  communi- 
cated to  her  the  state  of  her  kingdom  ;  and 
ofiTered  her  the  duties  of  those,  who  had 
sent  him.  The  Lord  James  arrived  the  follow- 
ing day,  who  told  her,  with  his  usual  duplicity, 
"  that  he  came  only  to  pay  his  duty  to  her,  as 
"  his  sovereign  lady,  without  any  commission 
"  whatsoever,  relating  to  any  thing  else."'  He 
asked  for  himself,  however,  the  Earldom  of 
Murray,  which  the  Queen  declined  to  give,  till 
her  return.  He  appears  to  have  then  gained 
an  ascendency  over  his  sovereign,  under  which 
she  seems  to  have  acted,  during  all  his  treasons. 
He  forgot  to  inform  her  of  what,  he  had  an 
interest  to  conceal,  that  Maitland,  who  had 
betrayed  her  mother,  when  i-egent,  was  now 
acting,  with  Cecil,  as  Secretary,  in  Scotland ; 
that  the  duke,  and  other  nobles,  had  offered 
their  services  to  Elizabeth  ;    that  the  pai-ty, 

^  The  )>ersoiis,  who  are  named,  by  Keith,  157,  were :  The 
Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  the  Bishops  of  Aberdeen,  and 
Murray,  Ross,  and  the  Earls  of  Fluntley,  Crawfonl,  Alhole, 
Mid  Sutherland. 

•See  the  Queen's  letter,  in  Keith,  1G3,  from  Nitncv,  the 
3S4otApnl  1561. 


with  which  he  had  long  acted,  was  much  more 
attached  to  Elizabeth,  than  affecUonate  to  her, 
their  sovereign.*  Lord  James  departed,  from 
Paris,  on  the  4th  of  May  1561,  on  his  return, 
through  London,  to  Edinburgh.*  The  expectant 
Ear],  as  he  passed  through  London,  gave  Cecil, 
and  Elizabeth,  notice  of  the  Queen's  purpose, 
to  return  to  her  own  kingdom,  by  sea,  and 
advised  them,  to  intercept  her  voyage.'  The 
Queen  had  before  applied  to  Elizabeth  for 
passports,  which  were,  expressly,  refiised,  before 
her  whole  court;  in  order  to  show  her  purpose 
to  the  world :  And  she  sent  out  her  ships,  on 
the  pretence  of  "  cleansing  the  seas  of  pirates ;" 
but  with  the  real  design  of  intercepting  the 
Scottsh  Queen  ;''  in  which  purpose,  as  it  applied 


I 


•  The  State  Ptipers  of  1560-1  evince  those  truths  i  and 
sec  Keith,  15C6-7. 

''  lb.  1C4.  But,  he  brought  nocummission,  AximMary,  lo 
govern  for  her,  as  Buchanan,  falsely,  asserts :  Anil,  the  con- 
vention of  May  1661  sat,  autliiciously,  under  bis  influence, 
without  any  nutlioiity,  from  their  legitimate  sovereign, 

*  Camden,  53  :  For,  James,  the  bastonl,  returning,  very 
lately,  through  England,  had  given  secret  waruing  to  inter- 
cept her  :  Camden  adds,  Lettiinglon  gave  the  same  advice ;. 
■u  he  mrote:  What  he  wrute  still  remains,  in  the  Cotton 
Libmry,  and  the  Paper  OfTicc  ;  and  bis  letters  to  Cecil  ore 
the  proofs  of  his  eriminality. 

^  The  refusal  of  the  passports,  both  lo  D'OyscI,  and  to 
the  Queen,  is,  universally,  acknowledged,  and  is  admitted. 
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to  the  Lord  James^  Secretary  Maitland^  and 
the  Earl  of  Morton^  was  a  treacherous  act  of 
high  treason. 

The  Queen^  as  she  arrived  safe^  was  well 
received ;  and  as  she  escaped  the  English  ships^ 
was  congratulated^  by  Elizabeth,  who,  with 
appropriate  duplicity,  assured  the  Scotish 
Queen,  ^^  that  she  had  not,  in  the  leasts  at- 
tempted to  intercept  her  passing  into  her  own 
kingdom/'*  There  were  publick  rejoicings^  at 
Edinburgh,  for  her  arrival:  Buchanan^  mth 
lucky  malice,  praised  her  much,  saith  worthy 
Keith,  that  he  might  dispraise  her  much  more. 
But,  these  did  not  conceal  from  her  what  she 
had  lost,  for  ever,  and  what  remained  to  her,  at 
present.  She  found  herself  obliged,  as  well,  by 
the  advice,  she  had  received,  from  her  uncles, 
as  by  her  own  reflections,  to  throw  herself  into 
the  arms  of  those  treacherous  men,  who  would 
willingly  have  consigned,  her,  for  life,  to  the 
safe  custody  of  her  good,  but  guilty  cousin. 
The  Lord  James  was  appointed  her  avowed 
minion ;  her  Privy  Counsellors  were  somewhat 
mixed ;  but,  the  whole  officers  of  state,  or  men 


by  Cecil.  Hardwickc's  State  Papers,  i.  172.  Keith,  169- 
70-71.  See  the  App.  to  this  Mem.  No.  iii.  for  additional 
proofs  of  that  nefarious  transaction^  in  opposition  to  Ro- 
bertson's apology,  for  Cecil's  artifices,  and  Elizabeth's  en- 
mity. •  Keith,  181. 
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of  business^  except  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  the 
Chancellor,  were  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
avowed  minion/  *^  Under  this  new  government," 
as  Bishop  Lesley  observes,  "  the  Queen's  bro- 
**  ther,  the  Lord  James,  was  the  sole  favourite, 
and  disposer  of  every  thing :  It  was  even  con- 
jectured, he  adds,  by  several  people,  that  he 
had  favoured  a  design,  to  possess  himself  of 
**  the  crown,*'*    The  Queen  now  made  a  short 


€€ 
i€ 

it 


f  See  the  list  of  the  Privy  Council^  in  Keith,  187.  In  that 
list^  were  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary,  the  Clerk  of  Regis- 
ter, and  the  Justice^clerk,  who  were  all  the  mere  minions  of 
the  minion.  But,  what  proof  is  there  of  this  circumstance  ? 
This  Privy  CouncU  was  settled,  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1561 X  On  the  9th  of  March  1565-6,  all  those  minions  of  the 
minion,  who  were  then  expatriated,  for  his  rebellion,  with 
the  Earl  of  Morton,  who  had  been  appointed  Chancellor,  in 
the  room  of  the  murdered  Huntley,  at  their  head,  attacked 
the  Queen*s  palace,  with  force,  and  arms;  assassinated 
Rizzio,  her  private  secretary,  in  her  presence ;  and  arrested 
her  person,  for  the  relief  of  the  minion:  Than  this,  can  there 
be  a  more  glaring  proof  of  their  being  the  basest  minions 
of  a  minion  } 

s  Keiths  188.  And  this  thing,  said  Keith,  is  not  only 
related  by  that  author,  who  may  however  be  looked  upon,  as 
too  much  prejudiced  against  the  Prior ;  but,  the  same  thing 
is  likewise  taken  notice  of,  by  the  English  Resident,  Mr. 
Randolph.  The  Prior,  Lord  James,  was  now  thirty :  and 
his  whole  life  had  been  a  proof  of  his  ambitious  purposes. 
His  nature,  and  education,  prompted  his  ambitious  spirit : 
As  early  as  1552,  he,  who  had  no  religion,  put  himself  at 
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progress^  through  Stirlingshire^  and  Fife^  td 
Perth^  attended^  by  the  Lord  Jaoies^  who  chow 
not,  perhaps,  to  interpose  his  inflaence,  in  pro- 
tecting her,  from  the  insult,  and  adulation, 
which  were  offered  to  her,  by  people,  who  had 
much  religion,  without  manners,  or  moralsu^ 

As  early,  as  October  1561,  measures  were 
thought  of,  for  punishing,  or  restraining  the 
thieves,  and  robbers,  on  the  borders :  For  this 
important  end,  a  solemn  court  of  justice  was 
ordered,  to  be  held,  at  Jedburgh,  for  trying 
those  delinquents :  And  the  Lord  James  wais 
appointed,  no  doubt,  by  his  own  suggestion,  to 
be  the  Lord  Justice ;'  he  was,  in  fact,  as  we  see 
in  the  Privy  Council  Register,  appointed  the 
Queen's  Lieutenant,  on  the  Borders^  with  more 

l»'l  ■  I  I  I  ■■■■I  ■  !■# 

the  head  of  the  religion ;  In  1558^  1559^  and  1560^  he  was^ 
in  fact^  king^  under  the  management  of  Cecily  and  Eliza- 
beth :  and,  as  minion,  he  now,  in  September  1561,  acted, 
without  control. 

^  Keith,  189-90-1-93  :  The  Lord  James  was,  at  that 
period,  when  he  was  only  thirty,  described  by  Randolph,  in 
this  manner :  ''  The  Lord  James  dcaleth,  according  to  his 
"  nature,  rudely,  homely,  and  bluntly."     /6. 196. 

'  lb,  190-1-2  :  Keith  is  studious,  on  that  occasion,  to  pub- 
lish records,  in  order  to  show,  how  grossly  Buchanan,  and 
Knox,  two  established  liars,  have  deborded  from  the  truth ; 
have  departed  from  the  foct :  Buchanan,  and  Knox,  had 
no  purpose  to  tell  the  truth  ;  the  object  of  both  being  to  de- 
grade the  Queen,  by  calumniation. 
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than  royal  powei-.  Attended,  by  the  Judges, 
he  proceeded,  with  the  whole  power  of  the 
southern  shires,  to  hold  the  Justice-court,  at 
Jedburgh,  on  the  13th  of  November  1561 .  We 
ai'e  informed  of  the  result,  by  Randolph's  letter 
to  Cecil,  dated  the  3d  of  December  :  "  Of  the 
Lord  James's  doings,  at  Jedburgh,  and  of  the 
meeting  at  Kelso,  with  the  Lord  Gray,  and  Sir 
John  Forster,  I  doubt  not  but  your  honour  hath 
been  advertised:  He  burnt  many  houses;  he 
hanged  twenty- two,  or  twenty-three;  and  he 
brought  to  this  town  forty,  or  fifty,  of  which 
there  are  twenty-three  in  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh :  The  chiefest  of  all  the  clans,  on  the 
borders,  are  come  in  to  take  what  order,  it  plea- 
seth  the  Queen,  to  appoint ;  to  stay  theft,  in 
time  to  come."*  But,  these  were  not  the  whole 
doings  of  the  Lord  James,  as  Lieutenant  on  the 
bordei's ;  as  we  know,  moreover,  from  Ran- 
dolph :  The  Lieutenant  made  an  inroad  to 
Hawick,  where  he  performed  judicial  exploits, 
which  rivalled  the  above  in  severity  ;  and  would 


I 


*'  This  long  dispatch  is  in  Keith,  2QS-S  :    At  Ihu  clow 
is  added,  what  may  be    decineil   very  significant  of  the 
Xiord  JiiRiea's  fcL-lings  of  nmbilion  :  "  The  Lord  Ji 
titeth  me  to  piceent  nnto  your  honour  his  hearty 
dations,  under  ihcEc  words)    Tlwl  he  u  no(  get  grown 
great,  as  he  should  m'uktn  yvu , "  fci^ct  what  he  owe: 

,«.,.  ft. 
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not  disparage  Jeffrejfs^s,  campaign,  in  the  West^ 
during  the  subsequent  times  of  rigour^  in 
England.' 

The  Lord  James^  who  was  thus  superior  to 
the  Queen^  in  influence,  had  now  displayed  his 
power ;  who,  as  Queen's  Lieutenant,  had  quieted 
the  boi*der  turbulence,  with  an  iron  rod ;  who, 
as  refoimer,  had  courted  the  new  clergy,  at  the 
expense  of  the  old ;  now  thought  fit,  to  secure 
something  still  more  beneficial,  for  himself.  He 
had,  for  some  years,  cast  his  eager  eyes  on  the 
Earldom  of  Murray :  When  he  went  into  the 
northern  shires,  to  reform  the  churches,  in  Au- 
gust 1560,  he  had  seen  how  much  could  be 
obtained,  by  a  person  of  his  pretensions :  Yet, 
he  did  not,  perhaps,  very  accurately  know,  that 
the  object  of  bis  cupidity  belonged  to  others ; 
though  he  saw,  and  envied,  the  extensive  ju- 
risdiction, and  personal  influence,  of  the  Earl 
of  Huntley. 

This  great  noble  was  born,  in  1510,  the  son 
of  John,  the  apparent  heir  of  Alexander,  the 
fourth  earl,  by  Jane,  the  natural  daughter  of 

*  See  the  Appendix  to  this  Memoir^  No.  vi.  Randolph 
wrote  to  Cecil,  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  11th  of  November 
1561  :  The  Lord  James  is  now  Lieutenant  on  the  borders^ 
sole  minion  of  the  Queen,  likely  soon  to  be  Earl  of  Murray, 
and  Treasurer  of  Scotland."  Keith,  202. 
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James  IV.  He  was  bred  with  James  V. ;  aod 
succeeded  his  graudfather,  in  1524 :  He  sat  id 
the  ParliameDts  of  1531,  and  of  1532,  while  he 
was  yet  under  age;  and  at  two-and -twenty, 
he  was  called  into  the  Privy  Council,  during 
the  year  1535.  When  James  V.  went  abroad 
to  marry  Magdalen  of  France,  in  1537,  Hunt- 
ley was  one  of  the  Commissionei-s,  with  the 
two  archbishops,  who  were  left  to  goverD 
Scotland.  He  now  ranked,  in  the  Parliament, 
as  the  premier  Earl  of  Scotland.  In  1542, 
Huntley,  the  King's  sister's  son,  commanded 
on  the  borders.  In  March  1542-3,  Huntley 
again  appeared,  in  Parliament,  at  the  head  of 
the  Earls,  when  James  Hamilton,  the  Earl  of 
Arran,  was  declared  to  be  the  second  person, 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  he  was  appointed  one  of 
liie  Coimcil,  for  assisting  the  regent  Arran. 
After  the  assassination  of  Cardinal  Beaton,  by 
tbe  abominable  plot,  which  was  managed  in 
England,  by  the  Reformer  Wtshart,  Huntley 
was  appointed  Chancellor,  by  the  Act  of  Privy 
Council,  in  June  1546.  At  the  fatal  battle 
of  Rnkie,  on  the  10th  of  September  1547,  he 
commanded  the  reserve  of  the  Scotish  army ;  i 
and  fighting  bravely,  was  taken  prisoner,  and ' 
carried  into  England.  Being  now  solicited,  to 
promote  the  marriage  of  his  Queen  to  Eilward 
VJ.,  be  stid  -.  "  He  did  not  so  much  mistlkc  the 
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match,  as  the  way  of  wooing."  Having  made 
his  escape,  from  England,  in  1548,  he  again 
acted,  as  Chancellor.  As  a  reward,  for  all  his 
services,  and  sufferings,  Huntley,  who  was  al- 
ready Lord-lieutenant  of  the  northern  parts, 
obtained  a  grant,  on  the  13th  of  February 
1548-9,  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  lordship 
of  Abernethy.™  He  accompanied  the  Queen- 
dowager  into  France,  in  1550,  where  he  ob- 
tained the  order  of  St.  Michael ;  and  in  April 
1554,  be,  effectually,  served  hef,  when  she 
sought  the  regency,  from  the  feeble  hands  of 
Arran,  the  governor.  Yet,  in  the  same  year,  did 
she,  by  the  advice  of  her  French  servants,  call 
Huntley  in  question,  for  not  performing  im- 
possibilities, in  subduing  some  of  the  Highland 
clans :  On  that  occasion,  he  probably  resigned 
his  charter  of  Murray,"  By  disgusting  such  a 
noble,  she  did  not  know  how  much  she  lost. 


"*  Crawford's  Officers  of  State,  85,  which  quotes  the 
charter,  in  the  public  archives.  Gordon,  in  his  History  of 
the  Gordons,  1726,  printed  this  charter,  in  his  App.  No.  xx. 
which  has  nevertheless  remained  quite  unknown  to  the  Scot- 
ish  historians ;  and  therein  Robertson  might  have  read  it,  if 
he  had  been  an  historian  of  much  reading.  What  more  was 
wanting  to  give  Huntley  a  complete  title  to  the  earldom  of 
Murray,  but  the  Queen's  confirmation,  when  she  came  of 
age  ?  He  assumed  the  tide  of  Earl  of  Murray. 

■  Sec  the  Appendix  to  this  Mem.  No.  vii. 
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He  continued  Chancellor,  however,  and  served 
her  throughout  the  difficult  times,  which  en- 
sued ;  owing  partly  to  the  Lord  James,  who 
promoted  disturbance  ;  in  order  that,  he  might 
guide  the  storm.  On  her  death  bed,  in  June 
1560,  she  is  said,  by  those,  who  wrote  deliber- 
ate falsehood,  to  have  blamed  Huntley,  for  his 
advices;  but,  she  ought  to  have  confessed  her 
own  misconduct :  she  began  her  corrupt  career 
by  procuring  pardons,  for  the  assassins  of  Car- 
dinal Beaton,  an  ofTeuce  so  great,  as  to  admit  of 
no  pardon ;  she  proceeded,  to  court  the  inno- 
vators, with  the  Lord  James,  at  their  head, 
who  only  supported  her  measures,  to  betray 
her,  by  carrying  special  points ;  On  the  con- 
trary, her  duty  required,  that  she  should  sup- 
port the  laws  of  the  land,  with  the  constitu- 
tional aid  of  the  principal  nobles :  Argyle, 
Lord  James,  and  Secretary  Maitland,  only  re- 
mained, with  her.  long  enough,  to  betray  her  j 
and  then  pretended  to  remove  lier,  from  the  re- 
gency, which  she  had  derived,  from  the  three 
estates,    a    power,    irreversible,    by    faction." 
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"  She  took  the  great  BenI,  from  Hunllty,  and  gave  llic 
keeping  of  it  to  Ruble,  a  French  advocate,  while  tie  conti- 
nued Chancellor.  Huntley  is  said  to  hare  entered  Into  an 
association  with  the  Duke  of  CbattelfacTauld,  to  drive  out 
*uch  foreigntrs.  ipffieersvj  Slate.  85]  The  Quccn-regcot 
did  not,  sufficicutly,  advcrl,  that  ihc  snftly  of  htr  govci 
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When  the  death  of  Francis  II.  became  known^ 
in  Scotland,  however,  Cecil  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal it,  Huntley,  and  other  nobles,  sent  Lesley, 
to  offer  the  homage  of  their  services.  When 
the  Queen  returned,  she  appointed  Huntley  of 
her  Privy  Council,  and  returned  to  his  foithful 
custody  the  great  seal ;'  thus  trying,  perhaps, 
to  act  upon  that  balance  of  parties,  which  is 
so  salutary,  when  discreetly  effected,  yet  so 
dangerous,  when  unfitly  used. 

We  are  now  arrived,  at  that  epoch,  in  the 
life  of  Huntley,  when  the  all-grasping  minion, 
privately,  obtained,  from  the  easy  faith  of  the 
Queen,  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  lordship  of 
Abemethy,  with  their  valuable  accompaniments 
of  men,  and  revenue.^    The  minion  seems  him« 

ment^  and  the  protection  of  her  person^  depended  on  the 
attachment^  and  aid^  of  the  great  nobles^  who  were  the 
strong  pillars  of  a  falling  state.  On  the  arrival  of  Mary, 
though  she  put  her  sceptre  into  the  hands^  which  were 
stretched  out  to  seize  it,  she  intrusted  the  great  seal  to  Hunt- 
ley, who  had  held  it  so  long,  in  the  difficult  times  of  her 
lengthened  minority. 

P  Keith,  1875  Crawf.  Officers  of  State,  86. 

9  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxi.  45-6  -,  This  grant  was  made, 
under  the  privy  seal,  because  the  Earl  of  Huntley  held  the 
great  seal :  and  the  grant  was  meant  to  be  concealed  ;  as, 
indeed,  it  was,  even,  from  Randolph,  the  Prior's  friend.  Five 
days  after,  the  Queen  granted  him  letters  of  legitimation, 
though  he  had  been  legitimated  eleven  years  before,  as  we 
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self  to  have  been  aware,  that  tlie  Queen's  grant, 
under  the  privy  seal,  did  not  make  a  perfect 
title.  He  had,  pi*obably,  not  yet  formed  Jiis 
plan,  for  taking  possession  of  the  earldom  of 
Murray:  And  he,  therefore,  solicited,  and, as 
minion,  easily,  obtained,  from  the  Queen's  fa- 
cility, on  the  lOtb  of  February  1501-2,  a  grant 
undei"  the  privy  seal,  of  the  earldom  of  Mar, 
which  was  claimed,  from  ancient  times,  and 
titles,  by  bis  relation.  Lord  Erskinc  :  But,  in- 
tending to  seize  difficulty,  by  the  forelock,  he 
openly  assumed  the  title  of  Earl  of  Mar, 
though  bis  grant,  under  the  privy  seal,  was  but 
an  insufficient  warrant."  He,  perhaps,  only 
meant,  by  this  conduct,  to  conceal  his  real  de- 
sign on  the  earldom  of  Murray. 

We  are  thus  conducted  to  the  question,  whe- 
ther, at  the  epoch  of  tliose  grants,  in  January 
1561-2,  there  existed  a  plot,  by  Huntley,  against 
Lord  James  ;  or  whether  Lord  James  had  not 
formed  a  plot  against  the  Earl  of  Huntley. 
Here,  then,  is  one  of  those  problematical  points, 
which  so  disfigure  the  history  of  Scotland,  in 
that  factious,  and  fanatical  age.  The  contempo- 
raneous historians,  indeed,  Buchanan,  and  Knox, 


bave  already  aeen.  lb.  1 ;  lb.  xxiv.  52.     Lik«  other  lni]>os- 

tors,  the  Lord  James  seems  tn  have  had  a  strong  paBsion,  fur 

making  surety  double  sure. 

'   Privtf  Sfiil  Keg.  XXX't.  1. 
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are  so  positive,  that  there  was  a  plot,  by  Huntley, 
against  the  Lord  James,  that  Mad.  de  Keralio, 
with  all  her  research,  and  readiness  of  observa- 
tion, speaks,  fisimiiiarly,  of  Huntley  s  plot.   The 
historian  of  Mary,  with  his  usual  prejudice,  ha£f 
raised  a  vast  fabrick  of  charges  against  Hunt- 
ley, without  the  slightest  foundation.*    The  re- 
cords, and  state  papers,  evince  a  conspiracy,  by 
the  Queen's  minion,  against  an  innocent  noble ; 
but,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  conspiracy,  by 
Huntley,  the  Chancellor,  against  her  corrupt 
minister. 


•  Robertson's   Hist.  Scot.  Edit.  1787,  i.  S9«-S.     The  his- 
torian was  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know^  of  the  grant  to 
Huntley,  in  February  1548-9>  which  has  been  already  men- 
tioned ;  he  was  so  idle,  as  not  to  have  examined  the  state- 
ment of  the  several  grants  of  the  earldom  Murray  to  the 
Lord  James,  which  were  stated,  in  the  Additional  Suther- 
land Case,  1770,  by  the  late  Lord  Hailes.     Dr.  Robertson 
states,  "  that  Buchanan's  account  of  this  whole  transaction 
appears  to  be  so  void  ef  truths  and  even  of  probability,  as  to 
deserve  no  serious  examination/*     Yet,  has  the  doctor  taken 
the  greatest  part  of  his  story  of  this  transaction,  from  Bu- 
chanan's account,  which  he  thus  stigmatizes   as  void  of 
truth  3  while  he  avoids  quoting  Buchanan,  for  his  autho« 
rity :  The  whole  account  of  the  Queen,  and  her  minion's 
expedition  into  the  north,  for  ruining  Huntley,  which  was 
given,  by  the  Doctor,  is  chiefly  taken  from  Buchanan,  and 
Knox,  two  of  Huntley's  bitterest  enemies,  and  two  of  the 
greatest  liars,  that  ever  disgraced  history ;   and  is  a  tissue  of 
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At  the  epoch  of  the  Queen's  return,  in  Au- 
gust 1561,  Huntley,  no  doubt,  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  loyal  party,  who  opposed  the  am- 
bitious, and  coiTupt  purposes  of  the  Commen- 
dator,  who  had  long  practised  fraud,  and  now 
aimed  at  violence ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Chancellor,  to  warn  the  Queen  of  her  own  inse- 
curity, and  the  danger  of  the  state.*  Yes ;  said 
Randolph  to  Cecil ;  I  hear,  that  the  Earl  of 
Huntley  tickleth  her  [the  Queen]  in  the  ear, 
with  some  untruths ,-"'  and  Buchanan  calls  the 
warnings  of  Huntley  calumnies,  after  events 
had  verified  the  intimations  of  truth.  That  ho- 
nourable conduct  of  Huntley  drew  upon  him 
the  enmity  of  the  Commendator,  who  never 

falsehood,  anJ  misrcprcsentalion,  that  is  woven  with  an 
affectation  of  npparotil  im partiality.  But,  the  records,  and 
slate  pnpera,  shall  decide,  between  the  Doctor's  etatementE, 
and  the  real  truth.  See  the  Appendix  to  this  Memoir,  No. 
Vll. 

■  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  Uie  34th  of  September 
1561 :  "  It  is  said,  tliBt  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  and  the  Lord 
Jmnes  greatly  discord  }"  and  in  the  same  letter,  Randolph 
ndda;  "  It  is  suspected,  that  the  Lord  James  seeketh  too 
much  hi*  own  advancement,  which  hitherto  little  appearctfa, 
for  ony  ihing  that  ever  he  received,  worth  a  groat."  Keith, 
191.  He  had  pretty  corly  received  the  rich  priory  of  St. 
Andrews,  and  the  priory  of  Pillcnweem,  in  Scotland,  with 
two  benefices  in  France  of  great  value. 

"  Letter  of  the  «-Uh  of  October  1501.  [Keith,  195.] 


« 


I 


the  Regent  Murray.']     THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         157 

ceased  to  pui*sue  whosoever  dared  to  oppose  his 
practices,  till  that  ambitious  man  had  obtained 
their  ruin." 

The  Earl  of  Mar  was  too  much  practised  in 
affairs  not  to  know  the  value  of  secrecy:  He  care- 
fully concealed,  that  he  had  obtained  a  grant 
of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  as  early  as  the  30th 
of  January  1561-2.  He,  studiously,  watched^ 
for  an  opportunity  of  taking  possession  of  the 

'  The  following  is  a  genuine  picture  of  Lord  James's 
conduct^  which  was  drawn,  by  the  conventicm  of  Nobles^ 
and  Prelates,  which  sat>  at  Dumbarton,  in  September  1568 : 
— '^  Shortly  after  our  sovereign's  homecoming  from  the 
realm  of  France  into  Scotland,  the  Earl  of  Murray  having 
respect  then,  and  as  appears  yet,  by  his  proceedings,  to  place 
himself  in  the  government  of  this  realm,  and  to  usurp  this 
kingdom,  by  his  counsel,  caused  the  Queen's  majesty  become 
so  subject  unto  him,  as  her  grace  had  been  a  pupil ;  in  such 
sort,  that  her  highness*s  subjects  had  not  access  unto  her 
grace,  to  propone  their  own  causes,  or  to  receive  answer 
thereof,  but  by  him,  alone ;  so  that  he  was  recognised,  as 
prince  only,  and  her  majesty  but  a  shadow.  And,  whoever 
presumed  to  find  fiault  with  his  abuses,  he  did  pursue  them, 
with  such  cruelty,  that  some  of  the  principal  men  he  caused 
to  be  put  to  death  -,  destroying  their  children,  houses,  and 
memory  -,  and  caused  others  to  be  banished  the  realm,  and 
put  other  noblemen  in  prison,  and  detained  them  there/' 
Such,  then,  b  the  genuine  picture  of  the  Commendator's 
tyranny,  as  drawn  by  seven  earls,  twelve  lords  of  parlia- 
ment, eight  bishops,  and  eighteen  abbots.  Goodall,  ii. 
35«.57-8. 

VOL.  III.  M 


158  THE  LIFE  OF       [Mem.  V.  Wemoir 

country,  and  of  over-reaching  Huntley,  in  the 
details  of  law,  and  the  practice  of  afiairg.  Ad 
event  happened,  on  the  17th  of  June  1562, 
which  completely  answered  his  insidious  pur- 
pose. Sir  John  Gordon,  Huntley's  third  son, 
and  James  Ogilvie  quarrelled,  and  fought,  in  the 
street  of  Edinburgh,  about  their  private  pro- 
perty, when  Ogilvie  was  wounded  in  the  arm, 
and  several  of  Gordou's  servants,  were,  also, 
wounded,  in  this  hasty  scuffle  of  spirited  men.^ 
The  magistrates  promptly  interposed  ;  impri- 
soned the  parties ;  and  sent  notice  to  the  Queen, 
at  Stirling.  Murray  heard,  with  great  satis- 
faction, of  this  event.  He  saw  Huntley's  son, 
in  his  power,  and  he  resolved,  that  both  should 
feel  his  vengeance.  He  easily  obtained  the 
(jueen's  authority,  to  repair  to  Edinburgh  ;  in 
order  to  direct  what  should  be  done  in  this 
weighty  affair."  By  his  direction,  Ogilvie  and 
his  associates  were  set  at  liberty  :  But,  Sir  John 
Gordon  was  committed  to  the  common  gaol ; 
wherein,  he  remained  a  month  ;  and  then  made 
his  escape,  from  the  rigours  of  Mar,  bis  father, 
Huntley,  being  confined  to  his  house,  in  the 

'  Doctor  RoberUon  caLla  Ogihie,  Lord  Ogilvk  ;  but,  ttdt 
person  wu  only  James  Ogilvie  of  Cardel,  B  son  of  the  late 
Alexuntler  Ogilvie  of  Findlnter. 

'  See  the  Queen's  letter  to  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh, 
dated  thcSBtli  of  June  l.-iBi.  in  Keith,  9M 
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norths  with  some  bodily  infirmity/  The  Earl 
of  Mar  made  his  own  use  of  this  incident.  Sir 
John  was  summoned  to  appear  in  the  Justice- 
court^  at  Aberdeen^  on  the  31st  of  August^  then 
next,  to  answer  for  his  contempt.  And,  the 
Queen  was,  artfully,  induced,  to  make  a  jour- 
ney into  the  north,  on  the  pretence  of  distri- 
buting justice,  but  with  the  real,  though  con- 
cealed, object,  of  putting  the  Earl  of  Mar  in 
possession  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  of 
crushing  Huntley,  and  his  power.  Robertson 
considers  Sir  John  Gordon's  breach  of  the  peace, 
as  the  greatest  insult,  which  had  been  offered 
to  government,  since  the  Queen's  return  :  but^ 
he  might  have  excepted  the  tumult,  which  was 
raised,  in  the  Queen's  palace,  on  the  first  Sun- 
day, after  her  arrival,  when  she  went  into  the 
chapel-royal,  to  worship  God,  in  her  own  form : 
The  Doctor  declares,  that  a  great  example  was 
necessary  to  be  made :  But,  he  forgot,  that  the 
Commendator,  when  the  Queen's  Lieutenant  on 
the  borders,  made  two  such  examples,  at  Jed- 
burgh, and  at  Hawick,  as  would  not  disparage 
the  worst  administration,  in  the  worst  age.*" 

*  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil  of  the  1st  of  August^  in  the 
Paper  Office. 

^  Doctor  Robertson^  as  he  knew  not  of  the  private  grant 
of  the  earldom  of  Murray  to  the  Commendator  of  St.  An- 
drews, as  well  as  the  right  of  Huntley,  and  his  wife,    to 
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The  journey  of  Mary  iato  the  north 
suddenly  resolved  ou,  soon  after  Sir  John  Gor- 
don's escape  ;  as  we  see  nothing  hinted  of  such 
an  excursion,  in  Randolph's  letters  to  Cecil  of 
the  1st  and  4th  of  August,  when  the  Queen 
seemed,  wholly,  bent  on  the  very  different  jour- 
ney of  a  meeting  with  her  good  cousin,  the 
English  Queen.  Yet,  was  the  resolution  taken 
of  the  northern  journey,  before  the  10th  of 
August;  as  we  may  learn,  from  Randolph's 
correspondence.'    From  the  nature  of  such 

the  same  earldom,  which  was,  plainly,  violateil,  by  thftt 
grant,  founds  his  vindication  of  the  Commendotor,  Earl  of 
Mar,  on  the  sujipositjon,  that  he  had  no  object  in  canying 
the  Queen  to  the  north,  and  no  business  himself,  eo  far 
north,  09  Tarnway,  and  Inverness  :  And,  the  Doctor,  being 
unable  to  assign  nny  reasonable  cause,  for  her  expedition,  says, 
the  Queen  happened  to  set  out  on  a  progress  into  the  northern 
parts;  and  took  the  occasion  to  hold  a  Justice-court,  at 
.\berdeen-  Thus  it  is,  to  write  history,  without  a  knowledge 
of  facts;  and  to  rely,  on  the  lies  of  Ituchaaan,  and  ths 
llctions  of  Knoxl  The  historicin  is  so  absurd,  as  to  quote 
letters,  from  the  ambassador  Randolph,  and  Secretory  Maib- 
Innil,  which  were  written  a/(er  the  death  of  Huntley, 
proofs  of  a  prior  conspiracy  of  Huntley  against  the  Lord 
James,  before  that  corrupt  minion  brought  the  Queen  into 
the  nortli,  (or  putting  him  in  possession  of  his  earldom, 
under  an  unfit  grant,  and  before  the  artifices  of  that  minion 
had  forced  Huntley  into  an  unwilling  resistance  to  hia  illegal 
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'  On  that  day, Randolph  itif(>rmed Cecil:  "From Stirling,- 
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country,  we  now  know^  that  she  did  not  happen 
to  think  of  such  a  progress ;  and  from  Ran- 
dolph, we  learn,  that  it  was  premeditated, 
though  not  by  herself :  Her  ministers  told  her^ 
as  other  princes  are  told,  by  their  servants,  that 
those  northern  parts  of  her  kingdom  were 
greatly  disturbed,  and  could  not  be  settled, 
without  her  own  presence.  And,  she  would, 
naturally,  say,  in  return,  if  that  were  so,  she 
would  make  such  a  journey,  for  such  an  end, 
though  she  was  perplexed,  with  more  interest- 
ing matters. 

While  those  preparations  were  made,  for  that 
odious  journey  of  250  miles,  through  a  rugged 
country,  and  wretched  roads,  the  Queen  re- 
mained, at  Edinburgh,  from  the  first,  to  the 
eleventh,  of  August ;  She  now  set  out,  for  Stir- 

the  Queen  taketh  her  journey^  as  far  norths  as  Inverness^  the 
farthest  part  of  Moray>  a  terrible  journey,  both  for  horse 
and  man,  the  countries  so  poor,  and  the  victuals  so  scarce. 
It  is  her  will,  that  I  shall  attend  upon  her  thither.  It  is 
thought,  that  it  will  be  a  voyage,  of  two  months,  or  more. 
It  is  rather  devised  by  herself,  than  greatly  approved  by  her 
Council.*'  Thus  far  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil,  of  the  10th 
of  August,  in  the  Paper  Office.  But,  who  told  Randolph  all 
this  ?  The  mmioui  Earl  of  Mar,  and  Secretary  Maitland,  who 
meant  to  impose  upon  him,  and,  through  Randolph,  upon 
the  English  court.  The  secret  was  carefully  kept,  from 
Randolph,  as  well  as  the  object  of  the  journey  -,  as  the  grant 
of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  in  January  1561-2. 
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ling,  where  she  remained,  till  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust.'' To  Stirling  was  she  accompanied,  by 
Randolph,  as  a  spy;  and  to  Stirling  was  she 
followed,  by  Knox,  as  her  evil  genius :  Here, 
she  learned,  that  Elizabeth  was  preparing  forces 
against  her  relations,  in  France  ;  that  many  of 
her  own  subjects  were  ready  to  join  the  English 
array,  for  the  wages  of  corruption  ;  And,  here, 
had  she  cause  to  suspect,  that  Knox  had  been 
prompted  to  follow  her,  with  his  usual  perse- 
verence  of  religious  zeal.' 

After  all  those  mortifications,  she  set  out,  on 
the  18th  of  August,  for  Inverness,  not  on  a 
private  progress,  but  accompanied,  with  her 
ministers,  her  officers  of  law,  and,  above  all,  by 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  was  now  expectant  Earl 
of  Moray,  with  his  trusty  myrmidons :  But, 
she  did  not  arrive,  at  Ahfirdeen,  till  the  27th  of 
the  same  month.'    Here,  the  Queen  remained. 


•'  From  a  MS.  Diary  of  the  Queen's  journey. 

'  R.-in<loIph's  unpubliihctl  letter  lo  Cecil  of  the  IStb  of 
Attest,  from  Stirling,  in  the  Paper  Office. 

'  Frum  Old  Aberdeen  Randolph  wrute  to  Cecil,  on  tlie 
3lst  of  August:  "The  Queen,  in  her  progress,  is  now 
come,  UB  far,  rts  Old  Aberdeen  :  The  most  part  of  hernoble- 
men  tire  presently  with  her.  the  Duke  excepted,  nith  whom 
she  is  now  well  pleased,  and  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  he,  recon- 
ciled. Huntley  is  here,  not  well,  in  his  prince's  favour  ;  and 
how  well  that  man  doth  deserve,  your  honour  knowelb,  by 
bis  upright  dealing  with  all  ueu,  that  hr  hath  lo  ilo  wit 
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with  her  whole  courts  till  the  1st  of  September : 
And  here^  did  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Hunt- 
ley  come^  to  offer  the  Queen  the  homage  of  their 
respect ;  and  to  invite  her  to  Huntley-castle^ 
where  they  had  made  great  preparations^  for 
her  entertainment ;  bttt^  the  Queen  refused  such 
an  invitation,  from  such  personages,  by  the 
advice  of  her  counsellors,  as  we  may  infer^ 
from  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil:  Here,  they 
had  committed  no  crime,  and  given  no  offence ; 
but,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  with  his  usual  artifice^ 
and  falsehood,  had  induced  the  Queen  to  be- 
lieve, that  so  great  an  officer,  as  the  Chancel- 
lor, was  implicated  in  his  son*s  guilt ;  and  had 


The  Queen  will  not  yet  grant  that  she  will  go  into  his 
house,  though  it  be  within  three  miles  of  her  waj^  and  the 
fairest,  in  this  country :  That  purpose  of  hers^  I  know^  will 
be  broken ;  for  so^  her  Council  findeth  it  expedient."  This 
letter  is  in  the  Paper  Office.  All  this  while^  Huntley  was  the 
Chancellor^  and  a  Privy  Counsellor.    But^  we  hear  nothing 
of  any  plot,  either  against  the  Queen,  or  the  Earl  of  Mar ; 
though  Mary  must  have  had  strange  stories  told  her,  to  treat 
such  a  man,  as  Huntley,  the  friend  of  her  father,  the  sup- 
porter of  her  youth,  in  such  a  manner ;  as  we  have  learned, 
from  the  wretched  prejudice  of  Randolph.  When  the  charges 
against  Huntley  were  put,  by  Murray,  into  legal  form, 
nothing  was  stated  against  him,  previous  to  the  Slst  of  Au- 
gust, ciurent.   [Act  of  Restoration  of  Huntley's  family.] 
This  proves,  the  non-existsnce  of  any  plot,  by  him,  before 
that  date. 
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even  conceived  a  piot  to  seize  the  Queen's  per- 
Gon,  and  to  marry  her  to  one  of  his  sons.  But, 
if  the  queen  would  believe  this,  of  such  a  man, 
her  credulity  must  have  been,  without  bounds. 
Sir  John  Gordon  appeared,  in  the  Justice-court, 
at  Aberdeen,on  the  31st  of  August,  as  required; 
surrendered  himself  to  justice;  and,  on  the 
morrow,  was  ordered  to  enter  himself  a  priso- 
ner, in  Stirling-castle.*  But,  as  he  was  not 
tried,  where  justice  would  have  been  done,  and 
Stirling  was  kept,  by  Lord  Erskine,  the  Earl  of 
Mar's  uncle.  Sir  John  did  not  obey  that  rigo- 
rous decision  of  his  avowed  enemies. 

The  Queen,  who  appears  to  be  thus  acting, 
from  improper  advice,  though  contrary  to  her 
accustomed  courtesy,  set  out,  from  Aberdeen, 
on  the  1st  of  September  ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid 
Huntley's  residence,  went,  by  Rothiemay, 
Grange,  Balvenie,  and  Elgin,  to  Tarnway,  on  ' 
the  10th,  without  hearing  of  any  disturbance, 
where  none  existed.  Here,  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, was  there  another  proceeding  of  the 
Privy  Couucil.against  Sir  John  Gordon;  charg- 
ing him  to  surrender  into  the  Queen's  bands, 
his  houses  of  Findlater,  and  Auchendown,  on 
pain  of  treason.''     In  that  council,  sat,  for  the 

*  Vrmij  Council  Reg.  j  Keitli,  335. 

^  Keith,  335.  Tliere  had  been,  hitherto,  no  proceeding 
against  Huntley,  though  he  was,  no  doubt,  mortified,  by  tl 
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last  time,  the  Commendatory  Earl  of  Mar,  who 
now  produced  his  privy  patent,  for  the  Earldom 
of  Moray,  and  then  assumed  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Murray.  If  this  title  had  been  as  legale 
as  it  was  infoimal ;  yet,  Huntley  having  ad- 
verse pretensions  ;  the  Lord  James,  even  with 
the  aid  of  the  Queen's  presence,  could  not  law- 
fully take  possession  of  the  Earldom,  and  man- 
sion-house, without  some  legal  proceeding: 
The  conduct  of  Lord  James,  thus  burdened 
with  insufficient  titles,  was  as  violent,  as  it  was 
illegal;  and  the  Queen  contributing,  by  her 
presence,  to  this  violence,  and  to  that  illegality, 
lessened  her  own  dignity,  and  lost  her  many 
friends. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  the  Queen  set 
out,  from  Tarnway,  for  Inverness ;  where,  she 
remained  but  a  few  days  ;  the  only  purpose  of 
her  minister  being,  to  wrest  the  castle,  from 
Huntley's  heir,  to  whom  the  keeping  of  it  be- 
longed, hereditarily,  as  well  as  the  SheriflF-ship 
of  Inverness-shire.'  The  castle  was  taken,  from 


pereevering  prosecution  against  his  son^  for  a  hasty  scuffle> 
in  the  streets  of  Edinburgh^  aggravated,  indeed,  by  his  sub. 
sequent  conduct. 

'  The  Sheriffship  of  Inverness-shire,  and  the  custody  of 
the  castle,  with  several  lands,  appertaining  to  it,  belonged, 
hereditarily,  to  Huntley,  without  any  connection  with  the 
Earldom  of  Moray.     In  1556,  Huntley  vested  those  here* 
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the  Governor,  promptly : — He  was  neither  al- 
lowed time,  for  consideration,  nor  opportunity 
for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Castellan, 
for  surrendering  his  trust :  The  castle  was 
taken,  by  force,  and  the  Captain  was,  in- 
stantly, hanged,  under  very  questionable  au- 
thority." If  the  Lord  Gordon  had  a  legal  title; 
then  the  Queen  herself  could  not  dispossess  ■ 
him,  without  some  legal  process:  this  grant  \ 
being  made  to  Lord  Gordon,  while  she  was 
under  age  ;  yet,  she  could  not  recal  it,  when 
she  came  to  the  proper  age,  for  that  effect ; 
but  in  a  legal  mode:   The  demanding  of  pos- 

ditary  ofEcea  in  his  sun,  Georg«,  Lord  Gordon,  who  obtained 
a  charter  for  them,  from  the  Queen,  upon  his  father's  resig- 
nation,  on  the  7  th  of  August  1556,  [Prii-j  Council  Reg. 
xxviii.  35.] 

"  Dr.  Robertson,  who  writes  too  much  from  tuppotiHon, 
and  too  little  from  facts,  states,  that,  Huatley'i  disobedience, 
in  rejimng  to  tarrcntler  the  castle  of  JnvemtM,  viia  llie  cauie 
of  the  Queen  gieing  the  Earldom  of  Moray  lo  the  Earl  of  Mar. 
What  ignorance  !  Huntley  did  not  hold  the  casile  of  Inver* 
new  i  08  it  was  held,  under  a  legal  title,  by  Lord  Gordon  : 
And,  neither  the  one  nor,  the  other,  refused  to  surrender  the 
castle,  as  neither  wns  present,  and  neither  knew,  that  the  sur- 
render would  be  asked.  As  soon  as  Huntley  heard,  thnt  the 
castle  was  summoned,  he  sent,  with  nil  diligence  to  the 
Governor  j  desiring  him  to  surrender  it ;  but,  the  Captain,  or 
Governor,  Alexander  Gordon,  was  hanged,  before  he  could 
receive  this  direction,  from  Huotley,  on  hiii  son's  behalf, 
[Anderson-B  MS,  HUt.  Scot,  iti  37] 
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session,  by  an  anned  force^  in  time  of  peace^ 
was  illegal^  and  unwarrantable^  in  the  Queen 
lierself,  much  more  in  her  minion,  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  who  commanded  that  force,  and  was 
guilty  of  an  outrageous  murder,  of  the  Gover- 
nor, who  had  no  proper  notice  of  any  legiti- 
mate demand. 

The  Queen,  who  was  prsdsed,  for  her  man- 
hood, in  this  military  exploit,  immediately  left 
Inverness ;  and  slept,  on  the  15th  of  Septem* 
her,  at  Kilravock  ;  whence,  on  her  return,  she 
proceeded,  on  the  morrow,  to  Tarnway ;  and, 
on  the  17th,  she  went  to  Spynie-castle,  the  seat 
of  the  Bishop  of  Moray.  From  this  episcopal 
palace  of  ancient  note,  Randolph  wrote,  on  the 
18th,  a  dispatch  to  Cecil;  in  which  he  says; 
^^  It  may  please  your  honour  to  know,  that  the 
Queen  hath  given  the  Earldom  of  Moray  to  the 
Earl  of  Mar ;  it  is  both  more  honourable,  and 
greater  in  profit,  than  the  other  :  He  is,  now, 
no  more  Mar,  but  Murray. ^^^     It  is  evident. 


^  The  above  dispatch  is  in  the  Paper  Office.  In  a  sub* 
sequent  letter,  from  Randolph  to  Cecil,  of  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, he  states  the  great  loss,  which  Huntley  sustained, 
by  the  grant  to  Mar)  and  the  great  power  of  men,  and 
money,  which  the  Earl  of  Murray  acquired  by  it :  He  added, 
that  the  country  is  pleasant,  but  the  place,  called  Tarnway, 
was  ruinous,  saving  the  house,  which  is  very  fair  and  large, 
built,  like  many,  that  1  have  seen,  in  England.  Id.  Though 
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from  Randolph's  mode  of  writing,  that  the 
grant  of  the  Earldom  of  Moray  had  been  con- 
cealed from  him,  and  the  world,  till  the  avowal 
of  it,  at  Tarnway  ;  and  even  the  date  of  it  had 
been  so  concealed,  as  to  induce  Randolph  to 
suppose,  it  had  been  then  made. 

The  Queen,  on  her  progress,  of  return,  left 
Spynie,  on  the  19th  of  September  ;  and  going 
by  the  way  of  Cnllen,  she  arrived,  at  Aberdeen, 
on  the  22d,  where  she  remained  till  the  5th  of 
November.  If  we  compare  the  conduct  of  the 
rival  Earls,  it  will  appear,  that  nothing  illegal, 
or  unfit,  had  been  done,  by  Huntley :  When  he 
came,  with  his  Countess,  to  offer  their  duty  to 
the  Queen,  and  to  invite  her  to  their  castle; 
the  refusal  of  this  courtesy  to  such  eminent 
persons  was  an  outrage,  for  which  the  Queen's 
minister  was  answerable :   The  oatiy  into  his 
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Murray  relinquished  the  Earldom  of  Mar  to  hb  relations, 
the  Erskinesi  yel,  be  contrived  to  strip  that  Earldom  of 
its  principal  estates :  He  obtained  on  the  ?2d  December 
1S64,  fn>m  the  Queen,  to  him,  and  his  heirs,  in  Fee-firm, 
the  extensire  lordships  of  Braemar,  Cromar,  and  Stralhdee, 
which  belonged  to  this  Earldom  of  Mar.  [Privji  Seal  Reg. 
xxxii.]  And  this  grant  was  ratified,  in  Parliament,  on  the  I 
19th  of  April  1567.  [^cfa  Pari.  555'7.]  TheEarldom  of 
Mar,  after  being  thus  plundered,  by  the  Queen's  minion, 
was  granted  to  his  uncle,  John,  Lord  Erskine,  on  the  22d  of 
June  1565.  [Privjf  Stal  Reg.  xsxUl.  p.  70] 
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messuage  of  Tarnway,  without  auy  notice  to 
him^  though  the  Queen  was  present,  was  an  il- 
legal insult  offered  to  Huntley :  And  the  at- 
tack on  the  castle  of  Inverness  was  an  outrage 
to  Lord  Gordon,  while  the  hanging  of  his  officer 
was  a  murder,  by  the  Queen's  minion  ;  the  law 
not  allowing  any  person  to  be  put  to  death,^ 
but  by  legal  means :  The  whole  conduct  of  the 
Queen's  minister,  on  that  occasion,  was  outra- 
geous, and  illegal,  while  the  conduct  of  Hunt- 
ley, hitherto,  was  circumspect,  as  well  as  law- 
ful. The  Queen  might  now  have  i*eturned  to 
her  capital,  having  done  every  thing,  that  was 
fit,  and  much,  that  was  unfit :  But,  she  was  re- 
tained, at  Aberdeen,  by  her  counsellors,  during 
six  weeks;  to  enable  her  violent  minister,  to 
inflict  his  vengeance  on  Huntley;  and  she, 
thereby,  partook  of  his  moral  guilt. 

But,  there  was  no  other  means  of  imputing 
criminality  to  Huntley,  than  by  implicating 
him  in  the  guilt  of  his  son :  And  his  offence, 
originally,  was  only  a  breach  of  the  peace,  which 
was  aggravated  into  a  contempt  of  the  Queen's 
authority.™    For  effecting  Huntley's  ruin,  Mur- 


^  On  the  SOth  of  September  Randolph  wrote^  from  Aber- 
deen, to  CecQ :  '^  It  it  determinedf  out  of  hand,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, that  the  Earl  of  Huntley  shall  either  submit  himself, 
and  deliver  his  disobedient  son,  John,  in  whose  name  all  his 
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ray,  and  Maitland,  stodiously  endeavoured,  to 
entrap  bim  into  some  act  of  disobedience  to  the 
Queen's  commands,  whether  fit,  or  unfit  : 
Having  learned,  that  Huotley  bad,  at  his  castle, 
a  cannon,  that  had  been  given  him,  by  the  Re- 
gent Arran,  while  he  was  Lieutenant  in  the 
north,  the  minister  sent  Captain  Hay  to  charge 
Huntley,  in  the  Queen's  name,  to  deliver  this 
cannon,  and  to  carry  it  four  miles,  from  his 
house :  Though  this  cannon  was  dismounted, 
and  the  time  allowed  was  short,  yet  did  he,  ' 


pageants  have  been  wrought,  or  utterly  to  uie  all  force  agaitat 
him,  for  the  iubwersion  of  hii  kouie,  for  ever .-  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  Queen  reniaineth,  in  this  town,  a  good  space; 
being  the  most  convenient :  For  this  cause,  she  hath  levied 
I30  harquebusiers,  to  use,  as  she  finJeth  occasion ;  and 
hath,  slso,  sent  into  Lothian,  and  Fife,  for  such  aa  she  in- 
teadeth  to  employ ;  as  the  master  of  Lindsay,  Grange,  and 
Ormiston  "  This  letter  is  in  the  Paper  Office.  He  after- 
wards informed  Cecil  of  the  Queen's  purpose  to  hold  Justice 
courts,  in  which  great  severity  would  be  used  agninat  Hunt- 
ley's friends  :  And,  that  more  troopi  were  to  he  raised,  for 
crushing  Huntley.  [W.l  We  here  see  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  design  of  Murray,  and  his  facttoni  having  tlie  Queen,  in 
leading  strings,  to  crush  Huntley,  Again :  the  Queen  was 
implicated,  in  the  moral  guilt,  of  a  govemmeat  so  outra- 
geously violent,  and  altogether  tyrannous.  If  she  was  ao 
credulous  aa  to  believe  what  was  (old  her  by  Murray,  and 
Mnidand,  against  Huntley,  her  eredttlity,  in  «uch  n  case,  WB8 


I 
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punctually,  obey  the  Queen's  order :  And  he 
sent  a  dutiful  message  to  the  Queen,  ^^  that,  not 
only  that,  which  was  her  own,  but,  also, 
his  body,  and  goods,  were  at  her  grace's  camn 
^^  mand;'*  that  he  found  it  strange,  however, 
he  should  be  so  hardly  dealt  with,  for  his  son's 
offences,  whereunto  he  was  never  privy,  nor 
they,  in  his  power  to  correct ;  that  for  the  tak- 
ing of  those  houses  which  were  held  against 
her  grace,  he  would  be  the  first,  who  would 
hazard  his  body,  if  her  grace  would  give  him 
such  a  charge. 

The  soothing  messages  of  Huntley,  and  his 
wife,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  woman  of 
address,  were  sent  in  vain.  The  Queen's  mi* 
nion  had  devoted  Huntley,  and  his  friends,  to 
destruction.  Additional  soldiers  were  raised  ; 
and  the  adherents  of  Lord  James,  during  the 
revolutionary  scenes  of  1558,  and  1559,  were 
summoned,  to  assist,  in  crushing  the  most  emi- 
nent earl  of  the  land.  As  the  plan  for  entrap- 
ping Huntley  into  treason,  had  failed,  owing  to 
Huntley's  caution,  another  project  was  at- 
tempted, on  the  9th  of  October,  for  seizing  his 
castle,  and  himself ;  which,  also,  failed,  from 
his  own  flight,  and  his  wife's  management : 
She  opened  the  doors  of  the  castle  to  the  be- 
siegers, who  could  find  nothing  suspicious, 
within  the  walls,  nor  discover  any  thing,  that 
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could  afford  mattei'  of  proof."  HuDtley  was 
not  only  careful  to  avoid  offence  himself;  but 
he  also  eudeavoured  to  frustrate  the  minion's 
malice,  to  implicate  him  in  his  son's  disobe- 
dience: As  Sir  John  had  been  charged  to  sur- 
render his  castles  of  Fiudlater,  and  Aucben- 
down,  Huntley  caused  those  castles  to  be  eva- 
cuated, and  sent  tlie  keys  of  them,  on  the  8th 
of  October,  to  Aberdeen,  by  one  Kear,  a  trusty 
friend.  The  keys  were  now  offered  to  Murray, 
to  Secretary  Maitland,  to  the  Queen,  who  all 
refused  tliem  ;  saying  that  other  means  had 
been  provided,  for  obtaining  possession  of  the 
castles.  Murray  even  caused  Kear,  who  brought 
the  keys,  with  bis  brother,  to  be  commited  to 
priBon,  as  suspected  persons."     We  may  now 

-  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil  of  Uie  ISth  of  October  1662, 
ID  the  Paper  Office. 

"  Id.  This  refusal  of  the  keys  took  place,  on  the  same 
morning,  that  the  panics  were  sent  to  seize  Huntley-caatle. 
In  the  same  letter  of  the  12th  of  October,  Randolph  in- 
formed Cecil  of  the  purpose,  to  have  Huntley  openly  denounce 
ed  rebel,  which  would  prevent  hiin  ^m  having  succour  of 
any  of  his  adherents;  and  that  way  they  [the  ministers] 
think  utterly  to  overthrow  him.  Randolph  also  stated,  that 
there  were  practices  already  in  hand, /or  getting  HuntUy  6e- 
trayed,  by  those  in  trhom  he  trmtcd ;  and  be  concludetl,  tliot 
in  the  Highlands,  to  which  Huntley  had  retired,  there  wen 
no  want  of  good  fellows,  to  be  instruments  of  any  audi  pur- 
pose. [!d.] 


n 
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perceive,  that  nothing  could  save  Huntley,  from 
ruin.    As  he  had  retired  to  Badenocb,  to  avoid 
those  snares,  Murray  cased  an  Ordinance  of 
Council  to  be  passed,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
that  if  George,  Earl  of  Huntley,  do  not  appear, 
on  the  morrow,  the  16tb  of  October,  to  an- 
swer such  things,  as  shall  be  laid  to  his  charge, 
he  shall  be  denounced  rebel,  for  his  contempt, 
and  his   houses   shall   be    seized.'    He  was 
accordingly,  denounced  rebel,  on  the  17th  of 
October,  for  not  doing  what  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  do.^    The  Countess,  hearing  of  such 
measures,  repaired  towards  Aberdeen,  on  the 
20th  of  October  ;  in  order  to  present  herself  to 
the  Queen,  and  to  supplicate  justice,  for  her 
husband  :  But,  when  she  had  advanced,  within 
two  miles  of  the  city,  she  was  stopped,  by  the 
gentleman,  whom  she  had  sent  forward,  to  re- 
quest an  audience ;  and  who  informed  her,  that 
the  Queen  would  not  see  her  :    The  Countess 
now  returned  to  her  castle,  loaded  with  sorrow/ 
After  this  outrage  to  that  dignified  woman,  the 


P  Keidi>926. 

<i  Randolph's  letter  of  the  93d  of  October^  in  which  he 
intimates,  that  Huntley  was  then^  in  Badenoch,  two  dajs 
joumey>  from  Aberdeen. 

'  Randolph's  letter  to  CecU  of  the  S3d  of  October,  in  the 
Paper  Office. 
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Earl  sent  a  message  to  the  Court ;  oflFering  to 
enter  himself  into  ward,  till  his  cause  should  be 
tried,  by  the  whole  nobility :  but,  a  proposi- 
tion, so  consistent  with  justice,  was,  also,  re- 
fused." In  all  this  we  see  the  very  definition  of 
tyranny,  which  was  natural,  in  Murray,  and 
his  faction,  hut,  absurd  in  the  Qneen,  who  was 
acting  against  her  own  interest  and  character. 
As  soon  as  Huntley  had  been  thus  denounced 
a  rebel,  Murray,  called  out  additional  forces  ; 
and  he  let  loose  upon  the  devoted  victim,  the 
clans  of  Forbes,  Lesley,  Grant,  Mackintosh, 
and  other  enemies  of  the  Earl ;  to  pursue  him, 
and  bis  adherents,  with  tire,  and  sword.'  When 
Huntley  was  informed  of  those  events,  der  J 
nouncing  him  a  rebel,  for  not  appearing  at  | 
Aberdeen,  he  returned  to  his  Castle,  and  as- 
sembling his  friends,  and  adherents,  he  advanced 
southward,  on  the  28th  of  October,  and  en- 
camped on  the  hill  of  Fare,  lying  about  fifteen 
miles,  from  Aberdeen.'     Murray,  hearing  of 


•  ADderson'B  MS.  Hist.  Seat,  iii,  37-  J 

'  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil,  of  the  23il  of  Octuber,  in    | 
the  Paper  Office. 

"  Murray,  and  his  foctioa,  gave  out,  that  Huntley's  pur- 
pose was,  to  inarch  ioto  Aberdeen,  «nd  seize  the  Queen's 
person ;  but,  so  absurd  &  story  cannot  be  true :  For,  she  was 
surrounded,  by  a  large  body  of  meo,  with  some  uf  the  best 
warriors,  in  Scotland}  while  HKn(ley  had  not  more  ibiB   | 


the  Regent  Mttrroy.]    THB  8COTI8H  QUEEN.  175 

Huntley's  advance^  inarched  out,  aif  the  Queen's 
lieutenant,  with  StOOO  well-appointed  men ;  and 
surrounded  the  devoted  Earl,  with  his  adherents. 
Huntley  surrendered  himself  a  prisoner;  as 
did  his  son,  John,  the  author  of  all  the  mis- 
chief according  to  Randolph;  and  also,  a 
younger  son,  Adam,  a  boy  of  seventeen.  About 
120  of  Huntley's  followers  were  sliun ;'  and  as 


500  supporters,  wbo  had  been  hastily  collected^  to  do  hfan 
honour,  rather  than  to  fight  |  as  Randolph,  who  bad  two 
servantson  the  fidd,  expressly  states,  in  his  letter  of  the  Sd 
of  November,  in  thePtiper  Office :  In  this,  he  corrected  his 
former  letter  of  the  28th  of  October.  Doctor  Robertson, 
who  nerer  saw  those  instructive  letters,  grossly  misrepre* 
sents  the  whole  circumstances  of  that  affidr,  at  Clorriehie: 
He  says,  Huntley  advanced  with  a  considerable  force  towards 
Aberdeen,  and  filled  the  Queen's  small  court,  with  theuimoet 
canstematum ;  and  that  Murray  had  only  a  handful  of  men, 
in  whom  he  could  confide ;  but,  by  his  steady  courage,  and 
prudent  conduct,  gained  a  miraculous  victory :  For  the  as- 
sertion of  Murray's  having  only  a  handful  of  men,  he  quotes 
Keith,  390,  in  which,  there  is  not  one  word  of  the  force,  at 
Corrichie,  on  either  side ;  the  force,  there  spoken  of,  is  what 
the  Queen  had  about  her,  two  months  before,  on  her  first  pro- 
gress into  the  North,  not  on  her  return,  at  Aberdeen,  after 
new  troops  had  been  raised,  and  old  ones  summoned,  to  that 
premeditated,  and  barbarous  scene. 

*  Randolph  states,  that  many  of  Huntley's  men  threw 
away  their  spean,  and  endeavoured  to  escape  -,  but  Murray 
and  his  company  intercepted  them,  drove  them  back,  and 
slew  about  120,  and  took,  as  many  more ;  and  he  adds,  that 
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many  were  taken  prisoners,  of  whom  many 
were  executed.  The  scene  of  this  slaughter 
was  a  hollow,  which  was  called,  in  the  ancient 
language,  Carrichie,  in  the  hill  of  Fare.  "  The 
Earl  of  Huntley,"  says  Randolph,  "  after  he 
was  taken  without  either  blow,  or  stroke,  being 
set  upon  horseback,  before  him,  that  was  his 
taker,  suddenly  falleth,  from  his  horse,  stark 
dead,  without  a  word,  that  he  ever  spoke,  after 
he  was  upon  horseback.'*^  The  earl's  body  was 
thrown  across  panniers;  and  so  carried  to 
Aberdeen,  where  it  was  laid  in  the  Tolbooth/ 

Huntley's  two  sons.  Sir  John,  and  Adam, 
were  carried  prisoners  into  Aberdeen ;  where, 
a  few  days  after.  Sir  John  was  tried,  and  con- 
demned in  a  Justice  court,  on  the  2d  of  No- 
vember; and,  immediately,  beheaded.  Adam 
would  have  shared  the  same  fiEite ;  but  the  Queen 
revolted  at  shedding  the  blood  of  a  youth,  whose 
only  offence  was,  in  being  with  his  father,  with- 
out knowing,  perhaps,  his  purpose:*  Adam 
Gordon  lived,  to  be  one  of  the  most  gallant, 

on  Murray^ 9  side  there  was  not  onemanslaint  but  several  were 
hurt.  Letters  to  CecB^  in  the  Riper  Office^  28th  October, 
andSd  November  1562. 

T  Letter  to  Cecil,  28th  of  October.  *  Kdox,  320. 

■  Keith,  228  ;  Rtscottie,  215 :  This  last  writer  adds,  that 
other  five  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gordon,  were  hanged, 
at  Aberdeen,  on  the  SOth  of  October. 
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and  successful  commanders,  who  struggled,  il 
many  a  desperate  field,  to  keep  alive  the  la 
epark  of  the  Queen's  authority,  in   Scotlan< 
Well  might  she  revolt,  when  she  saw  her  aue 
thority,  name,  and  person,  employed,  in  carryi 
Ing  on  such  illegal,  and  barbarous  proceedings 
as  Scotland  had,  scarcely,  ever  seen  before  ;  a 
such  unprincipled  miscreants  had  not  till  noi 
been  admitted,  to  rule  this  unhappy  land  :  Il 
the  effluxion  of  five  guilty  years,  the  same  rulet 
offered  similar  outrages  to  the  Queen  hei-seli^ 
by  assassinating  her  Secretary  Rizzio,  in   her 
presence;  by  murdering  her  husband,  Darnley, 
in  her  metropolis  ;  by  dethroning,  and  expelling 
herself,  from  her  kingdom.     The  Earl  of  Su- 
therland, who  had  attended  the  Queen,  during 
her  progress,  seeing  the  purpose  of  Murray,  by 
means  of  the   Queen's  acquiescence,  in  whafu 
was  told  her,  by  ministers,  who  had  au  interest 
to  deceive  her,  to  crush  bis  relation,  Huntley^ 
is  supposed  to  have  communicated  some  intel- 
ligence of  his  danger :  This  conduct  being  dis- 
covered,  by   finding,  or  forging,    a    letter  of 
Sutherland,    he  was    forfeited,  with  Huntley, 
on  the  28th  of  May  1 563  ;  and  he  only  saved 
his  life,  by  fleeing,  from  a  country,  which  was 
DO   longer  safe,  for  honourable  men.     It  is  a 
memorable  fact,  that  Huntley,  and  Sutherland, 
i  nobles,  who  had  sent  Bishop. 
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Lesley  to  France,  with  offers  of  duty,  and  ser- 
vices, to  the  Queen ;  while  Murray,  Mdtland, 
and  other  considerable  men,  offered  their  duties, 
and  services,  to  Elizabeth. 

From  this  great  example,  it  is  quite  apparent, 
that  Mnrray  might  have  easily  ruined  any  other 
family,  in  Scotland,  by  carrying,  with  him,  the 
Queen,  and  her  government,  with  Secretary 
Maitlaud,  to  propagate  falsehoods,  and  to  pen 
forgeries.appropriate  tothe  object.  Wliile  these 
proceedings  were  thus  carrying  on, at  Aberdeen, 
for  ruining  Huntley,  and  his  family,  and  his 
friends,  his  eldest  son,  trf)rd  Gordon,  who  had 
married  the  Duke  of  Chattelhemult's  daughter, 
lived  with  his  father-in-law,  at  Hamilton.''  But, 
in  order  to  effect  Murray's  whole  purpose  of 
"  the  utter  subversion  of  Huntley's  house,  for 
ever,"  it  was  essential,  that  his  innocent  heir 
should  be  involved  in  his  father's  ruin  ;  and,  un- 
luckily, for  Lord  Gordon,  he  held,  in  bis  own 
right,  several  heritable  offices,  and  valuable 
lands,  which  Murray  coveted,  and  could  only 
obtain,   by  Lord  Gordon's    forfeiture.'    Lord 

^  llaDdalpb's  letters. 

•  After  that  guilty  proceeding,  the  Enrl  of  Murray  ac- 
quired, froDi  tbo  Queen,  who  could  refuse  him  nothing,  but 
her  sceptre,  and  Damley,  a  grant  of  the  heritable  ofRce  of 
Sheriff  of  Inverness-shire,  with  the  cuelody  of  the  Castle  of 
IiivvrneM]  and  vnriou^   Untis,  which  were  attached  to  the 
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Gordon  was^  therefore^  arrested^  and  committed 
to  prison^  after  the  Qaeen*8  return  to  Edin- 
burgh.   Here,  was  he  confined,  during  several 
months ;  and  without  summons,  or  any  warn- 
ing, was  he  produced,  in  a  Justice-court,  which 
was  held,  by  Argyle,  the  Justice-general,  the 
brother-in-law  of  Murray,  on  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1562-3.     In  this  court,  was  he  refused 
the  aid  of  counsel,  or  a  copy  of  his  charge,  or 
communication  with   his  friends,  nor  was  he 
allowed  to  make  objections  to  the  jury,  or  wit- 
nesses :  And  he  was  of  course  found  guilty  of 
concealing  the  treasons  of  his  father,  and  bro- 
ther, which  they  had  never  conceived ;  he  was 
condemned,  as  in  cases  of  treason,  at  the  Queen^s 
pleasured    As  the  Queen  would  not  give  her 
authority,  for  his  execution,  on  such  a  sentence, 
he  was  confined,  in  Dunbar-castle,  till  Murray's 
baneful  influence,  with  the  Queen,  no  longer 
disgraced  her  government.*    On   that  event. 


Castle^  on  the  6tb  of  May  1563.  IPrivy  Seal  Reg.  xxxi, 
94-6.] 

^  The  Earl  of  Huntley^  and  the  chiefs  of  the  several  fami- 
lies of  Gordon^  were  tried  in  Parliament^  during  the  follow- 
ing May  :  But^  the  ii^ustice  of  Lord  Gordon's  trial  was  too 
apparent,  for  the  approbation  of  a  Parliament,  which  was 
wholly  under  Murray's  influence.  [Pari.  Record,  774.] 

'  Gordon  of  Straloch  states,  that  Lord  Gordon,  narrowly, 
escaped  an  attempt  of  Murray  to  have  him  executed,  in  the 
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when  the  Queen  wanted  help.  Lord  Gordon 
was  liberated  ;  restored  to  the  estates,  and  the 
honours  of  his  father  ;  his  forfeiture  was  for- 
mally rescinded,  by  a  healing  Parliament.' 


Castle  of  Dunbar,  by  meoas  of  a  fbi^il  warrant,  under  the 
Queen's  hand,  for  h'la  execution  ;  This  relation  was  given 
him,  by  his  father,  Gordon  of  Pitlarg,  who  lived,  at  the 
time,  and  was  the  conGdcat,  and  trustee  of  Lord  Gordon, 
Crawford's  CAanM^tor*.  91.  A  similar  statement  is  given, 
from  an  old  MS.  by  Dr.  Patrick  Anderson,  in  his  MS.  HUlonf 
of  Scotland,  iii.  38.  This  same  story  is  told,  at  fiill  length* 
in  Majorybank's  Annals  if  Stx^llaad,  14-16. 

'  When  the  Queen  was  returning,  from  her  disgraceful 
progress,  into  the  north,  she  was  met,  at  Dundee,  on  the 
l^th  of  November,  by  the  Duke  of  Challelherauld,  who 
came  to  solicit  her  favour  to  Lord  Gordon,  his  daughter's 
husband:  But,  the  solicitation  of  the  Duke,  the  second 
person,  in  Scotland,  and  the  heir  presumptive  to  the  crown, 
by  the  advice  of  the  Queen's  minion,  was  refused ;  He  was 
even  ordered  himself  to  arrest  Lord  Gordon,  and  deliver  bim 
to  prison.  The  Duke,  fearing  the  consequences  of  disobey- 
ing such  an  order,  brought  bis  son-in-law  to  Edinburgh,  on 
the  28th  of  November,  when  the  prisoner  was  committed  to 
theCaetleof  Edinburgh.  Keith,  ?99-Sl  ;  Randolph's  Let- 
crs;  Pitscollie,  315;  Kno«,  231.  Anderson's  WS.  Wi»(. 
of  Scot.  iii.  38.  The  policy  of  this  onler  b  f»retly  apparent : 
Murray  looked  on  the  Duke,  as  second  person,  in  the  king- 
dom,  and  heir  presumptive  of  the  crown,  with  an  evil  eye : 
Though  he  had  conciliated  the  Duke,  when  he  set  out  to 
ruin  Huntley,  who  was  connected,  by  marriage,  with  the 
Duke,  the  minion  never  lost  sight  of  his  purpose  to  ncc]uii« 
the  crown.  [Goodall,  ii.  35S.]  Hod  the  Duke  foiled  i 
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On  the  fall  of  Huntley,  armed  men  were  sent, 
to  take  possession  of  his  castles,  and  to  rifle 
his  property.  The  plunder  was  collected  at 
Aberdeen ;  and  thence  shipped  to  Leith :  In 
the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  November  1562, 
there  is  a  charge  of  30/.  7s.  for  the  freight  of 
that  unhallowed  cargo.  The  numerous  friends, 
and  vassals,  of  Huntley,  were  prosecuted,  and 
fined  to  an  enormous  degree.  A  great  many 
escheats  were  granted  to  those,  who  had  assist- 
ed, in  crushing  that  unfortunate  noble:  and 
much  other  forfeited  property  was  sold  to  the 
friends  of  the  accused  persons,  as  we  may  learn, 
from  the  Privy  Seal  record,  which  contains  many 
remidsions,  which  were  sold,  for  high  prices. 
When  the  Queen,  and  her  chief  advisers,  left 
Aberdeen,  on  the  5th  of  November  1562,  Ri- 
chardson, the  Treasurer,  M*Gill,  the  Clerk- 
register,  Spens,  the  Advocate,  and  Wishart,  the 
Comptroller,  were  left  behind,  to  levy  amerce- 
ments, to  settle  escheats,  and  to  compound,  for 
remissions.'    The  Queen,  and  her  court,  re- 

cuting  that  malicious  order,  Murray  had  been  supplied  with 
a  cause  of  denouncing  him  a  rebel,  and  pursuing  him  to  his 
ruin. 

s  Within  a  short  period^  there  were  levied  on  a  wretched 
people^  for  aroerceraents^  and  escheats^  3«409/.  15«. ;  and  for 
the  sale  of  remissions^  3,S42l.  Ss.  8d.  3  and  much  more  was 
levied^  after  the  pwriod  of  this  account^  in  the  Treasurer's 
books. 
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tamed,  by  Dunottar,  Arbroath,  Dundee,  where 
the  Duke  met  her,  Perth,  and  to  Stirling,  on  the 
18th  of  November :  She  proceeded  thence  to 
Linlithgow,  on  the  21st ;  and  on  the  22d,  she 
arrived,  at  Edinburgh :  As  the  Queen  had  set 
out,  from  Stirling,  on  the  18th  of  August,  and 
returned  to  it,  on  the  18th  of  November,  she 
had  thus  spent  three  guilty  months,  on  her  dis- 
graceful progress.  Randolph's  dispatches,  from 
the  10th  of  August  to  the  18th  of  November, 
indeed,  evince,  that  Murray,  and  Maitland,  de- 
luded the  Queen  into  such  a  progress;  and 
deceived  both  her,  and  Randolph,  as  to  Hunt- 
ley's conduct,  and  intentions :  They  even  de- 
ceived Randolph,  as  to  the  Queen's  conduct, 
upon  whom  they  artfully  cast  the  odium  of  the 
oppressive,  and  illegal  measures,  by  which 
Huntley  was  driven  to  his  ruin.**  But,  Bucha- 
nan, ^nd  Knox,  who  considered  Huntley's  over- 

^  It  appears^  that  artifices  were  used^  to  throw  upon  the 
Queen  the  disgrace^  attending  the  cruel,  and  illegal  treat- 
ment of  Lord  Gordon.  Knox,  321,  says,  '^  that  the  Earl 
of  Murray  laboured,  at  the  Queen's  hand,  for  the  safety  of 
Lord  Grordon's  life,  which  hardly  was  granted  :**  This  re- 
presentation is  not  only  contrary  to  the  fact ;  but  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  real  characters  of  the  Queen^  and  her  mi- 
nister i  as  she  was  as  much  distinguished  for  her  clemency, 
as  Murray  was,  for  his  cruelty,  to  all  those,  who  stood  in  the 
way  of  his  ambition,  or  avarice. 
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throw^  as  a  praiseworthy  achievement^  gave  the 
credit  of  so  great  an  action  to  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray, and,  mention  the  Qaeen,  as  repining  at  his 
success.  '« 

On  the  1st  of  November  1562,  four  days  after 
Huntley^s  death,  his  bowels  were  taken  out,  and 
his  body  was  salted ;  it  was  conveyed,  by  sea, 
to  Leith,  and  was  kept  in  Holyrood-house,  for 
several  months.  On  the  26th  of  May,  the  Par- 
liament, which  was  to  adjudge  Huntley's  body, 
was  opened,  when  Murray  carried  the  sword.' 
On  the  28th,  the  dead  body  of  Huntley  was 
produced  before  the  Parliament,  and  sentence 
of  forfeiture  was  pronounced  i^ainst  him.  The 
Countess,  his  widow,  with  the  spirit  of  her  rank, 
appeared  before  the  Parliament^  desired  to  be 
heard,  by  counsel,  and  protested  against  the 
proceedings :  But,  her  request,  and  her  protest^ 
were  equally  disregarded.*"    On  the  same  day 


^  Keiths  239.  The  Countess  of  Huntley  had  come  to  Edin- 
burgh, a  month  before,  to  solicit  the  Queen ;  but,  was  de- 
barred access  to  her :  Randolph,  on  the  1st  of  May  l5tSS, 
wrote  to  Cecil :  "  The  Lady  Huntley  can  get  neither  access, 
nor  hope,  in  her  suit.**  lb,  239. 

^  The  Act  of  Huntley's  attainder  was  repealed,  by  the 
Parliament  of  April  1567-  See  the  history  of  the  trial,  in 
ab$ence,  and  after  death,  in  Hume's  Crim,  Law,  ii.  455-59. 
The  English  law  of  treason  was  extended  to  Scotland,  by 
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sentence  of  forfeiture  was  pronounced  against 
John,  Earl  of  Sutherland,  and  against  eleven 
barons,  and  gentlemen,  of  the  surname  of  Gor- 
don. The  same  Parliament,  which,  under  the 
influence  of  Murray,  pronounced  those  for- 
feitures, also  repealed,  under  the  same  influence, 
the  forfeitures  of  four  of  the  principal  assassins 
of  Cardinal  Beaton :  William  Kirkaldie  of 
Grange,  Henry  Balnavis,  Johu  Leslie,  and 
Alexander  W  hitlaw,were  the  guilty  persons,who 
were  now  saved  hai'mless,  froih  prosecution,  for  ^ 
one  of  the  basest  of  crimes.'  These  assassins  ( 
were  devoted  adherents  of  Murray,  and  very  | 
fit  instruments,  for  his  blackest  designs.  Kir-  I 
kaldie  was  one  of  the  most  active  agents  of 
Murray,  in  crushing  Huntley  ;  and  Murray  in- 
duced the  Queen  to  reward  him,  with  a  pension 
of  250/.  a  year :  He  afterwards  engaged,  in 
Murray's  conspiracy,  for  seizing  the  Queen  and 
Darnley,  in  July  15G5  :  He  went  into  rebellion 
with  Murray,  and  was  pardoned  by  the  Queen, 
and  restored  to  his  pension,  by  Murray's  per- 
suasion :  He  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
conspirators,  for  dethroning  a  beneficent  Queen ; 
and  acted,  at  the  same  time,  as  the  spy  of  the 


the  Act  of  Union,  which,  virtually,    repealed  those  abomi- 
Dable  proceedings ;  whereby  aoy  one  might  be  made  a  tr^  J 
lor  sgainat  his  will.  '  Knm,  330. 
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Earl  of  Bedford,  while  Elizabeth's  Lieutenant 
on  the  Borders  :™  Grange  died  upon  the  gal- 
lows. Henry  Balnavis  was,  also,  one  of  the 
assassins  of  Beaton,  and  had  a  pension  from 
Henry,  and  Edward,  in  reward :  He  was,  by 
Murray's  influence,  made  one  of  the  Lords  of 
Session,  in  February  1562-3 ;  and  he  continued 
to  serve  Murray's  purpose,  throughout  his 
career  of  conspiracy,  and  crime ;  He  was  one 
of  the  assessors,  who  went  into  England,  with 
his  guilty  protector,  to  accuse  the  Queen ;  for 
which  service,  he  was  rewarded,  by  a  gift  of 
300/. ;  as  we  know,  from  the  Treasurer's  books, 
John  Leslie,  who  first  gave  the  Cardinal  a 
deadly  stab,  was,  also,  rewarded,  by  Henry 
VIIL,  with  a  pension  of  125/.  a  year,  for  his 
service ;  and  was  now  made  secure,  by  statute. 
Alexander  Whitlaw  appears  not  upon  Henry's 
pension -list ;  though,  as  it  should  seem,  he  was 
worthy  of  that  honour ;  as  he  was  one  of  the 
assassins  of  Rizzio.  But,  the  most  important 
act  of  this  Parliament,  was  the  Act  of  Oblivion, 
for  all  the  offences  done,  from  the  6th  of 
March  1558-9  to  the  1st  of  September  1561, 


"*  Kirkaldie's  father,  and  himself,  had  both  pensions,  from 
Henry  VIII.,  and  Edward  VI.,  for  their  agency  in  Beaton's 
assassination ;  as  we  have  ak^eady  seen,  from  the  English 
Register  of  Privy  Council. 
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which  completely  covered  the  treasonous  pro- 
ceedings of  Murray,  and  his  giiilty  faction, 
during  the  rebellious  years  1559,  1560,  and[ 
1561." 

The  contests,  which  ensued,  for  a  tiiai 
between  Murray  and  Knox,  concerning  th© 
neglect  of  religion,  and  its  professors,  sayft 
Robertson,  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  attachment 
of  that  statesman  to  the  Queen :  But,  Murray's 
attachment  to  Elizabeth  was  greater,  and  his 
attachment  to  himself  was  still  more."    About 

"  See  tbe  Siat.  Book.  So  jealoua  were  the  leaders  of  the 
Parliament  of  1563,  on  that  head  of  obUoion,  for  the  paat, 
that  the  Estates  were  induced  to  enact,  that  it  should  not 
be  lawful,  for  any  future  Parliament  to  derogate  from  this 
Act  of  Oblirion.  At  the  Parliament,  of  156S,  little  was 
done,  for  religion  ;  though  penalties  were  enforced  oa 
adultery,  and  (citc'tcrq/l,  torcerie,  and  ntcromaneie. 

•>  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  36tli  of  June  156S,  1 
"  not  to  open  susjiecled  letters  j  but,  to  send  them  lo  the 
"  Lord  of  Murniy,  of  whose  service  the  Queen  of  England  is 
'"sure:  The  Queen  of  Scots,"  he  adds,  "  being  desirous  to 
fjKC  "  [from  prison]  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  couU 
not,  "  although  she  wept,  to  see  her  power  resisted,  and  op^  I 
|Kieed."  Keith,  ^l.  On  tbe  19(li  of  May,  preceding,  Hur^  I 
caused  the  Queen  to  imprison  tbe  Archbishop,  the  Prior  of  1 
Wbithem,  and  others,  for  saying  mass,  at  the  precedii^'l 
Ea«ter.  This,  like  much  of  Murray's  administration,  was 
mere  act  of  tyranny ;  as  there  wna  no  law  to  justify  such  on 
outrage  :  The  ancient  religion  still  remained  under  the  au- 
thtirily  of  law  i  and  lliu  new  religion  was  merely  tolcnifldia 


hQ^H 


i 


the  B$gent  Murray.']     THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         Id7 

that  period,  Murray  is  said  to  have  made  a 
proposal  to  the  Queen,  which  points  very  plainly 
to  his  ultimate  views :  He  advised  her,  at  the 
age  of  one-and-twenty  to  make  a  settlement 
of  the  crown,  on  four  families  of  the  name  o£ 
Steuart,  who  should  succeed,  intimating  him- 
self, as  one  of  them.    But,  the  fact  is,  that  the 
crown  had  been  already  settled  on  the  Duke  of 
Chattelherauld,  failing  the  Queen,  and  her  issue: 
It   was,  however,  an  age  of  projects,  which 
did  not  weigh  objections,  in  very  nice  scales : 
And,  nothing  was  too  difficult,  for  the  daring 
of  Murray,  who  was  supported,  as  we  have 
seen,  by  Cecil,  and  favoured,  by  Elizabeth.' 

The  proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  in  May 
1563,  did  not,  by  any  means,  satisfy  Knox,  who 
saw  too  little  done,  for  the  Kirkmen,  and  too 
much  for  the  nobles.''  Knox  certainly  expected, 
that  the  Queen's  minister  would  have  obtained 
from  her,  and  the  Parliament,  an  Act,  for  esta- 
blishing the  religion,  and  abolishing  every  other 

The  Acts  of  the  Convention  of  1560  were  not  laws^  till  they 
were  confirmed,  by  the  Parliament  of  December  156f . 

'  See  the  App,  to  this  Memoir,  No.  viii. 

^  In  that  Parliament,  which  sat  under  the  influence  of 
Murray,  who  obtained,  from  it,  a  confirmation  of  his  earl- 
dom, as  well  as  the  Act  of  Objiivion,  [Knox,  330.]  Knox 
says,  sarcastically,  "  that  the  Act  of  Oblivion  was  passed, 
''  as  some  lords  had  interest  therein.'*     /Z».  331 . 
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worship:  But,  such  an  act  would  have  sup- 
pressed the  Queen's  own  mode  of  worship,  and 
involved  many  interests,  in    great  confusion. 
Disappointed,  in  those  objects,  Knox  vented 
his  rage,  by  railing  bitterly  against  the  Queen's 
ministers,  who  had  been   the  leaders  of  the 
Congregation;  and  accused  them  of  apostasy, 
servility,  and  selfishness.     In  consequence  of 
this  intemperance,  Murray,  and  Knox,  did  not 
speak,  familiarly,  during  eighteen  months.     In 
this  falling  out  of  two  men,  who  both  courted 
popularity,   by  different  means,  for   different 
ends^  Doctor  Robertson  pretends  to   find  a 
strong  proof  of  Murray's  attachment  to  the 
Queen,  while  his  real  affections  were  with  Eli- 
zabeth, on  his  own  account ;  as  we  may  learn 
from  the  intimations  of  Randolph.'    During 
this  rupture,  however,  Murray,  constantly  pro- 
tected Knox,  and  his  followers ;  as  they  were 
useful  to  himself,  how  much  soever  their  irre- 
ligious conduct  was  offensive  to  a  religious 
Queen.    The  followers  of  Knox  broke  into  the 
Queen's  chapel,   at    Holyrood-house,  during 
divine  service :  Two  of  the  leaders,  in  this  out- 
rage, were  summoned  to  answer  for  their  mis- 
conduct :  And  Knox,  meantime,  sent  out  cir- 
cular letters,  to  summon  his  disciples,  from  all 


'Knox,  331;  Keiths  241. 
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parts^  to  Edinburgb,  on  the  day^  which  was 
appointed  for  their  trial.  This  was  deemed^ 
by  the  Privy  Council,  to  be  treason,  in  Knox, 
who  had  taken  npon  him  to  convoke  the  Queen*s 
subjects,  without  authority :  He  was,  for  this 
treasonable  offence,  ordered  to  be  tried :  But,  as 
Murray  was  then,  tu  the  north,  the  trial  was  post- 
poned ttU  his  return.  Every  influence  was  used, 
privately,  to  induce  Knox  to  acknowledge  his 
offence,  and  to  appeal  to  the  Queen's  clemency; 
but,  every  effort  was  used,  in  vain,  to  move 
Knox*s  ob8tina<^y.  He  even  justified  what  he 
had  done,  by  the  example  of  Murray,  and  the 
chief  congregationalists,  during  late  times, 
which  the  recent  Act  of  Oblivion  had  covered, 
with  forgiveness.  He  was  again  summoned 
before  the  Pi'ivy  Council,  consisting,  chiefly,  of 
his  own  disciples,  with  Murray,  at  their  head, 
when  he  was  acquitted  of  the  imputed  treason, 
which  he  avowed  before  them."  This  absurd 
acquittal  induced  Doctor  Robertson  to  remark, 
that  it  showed  "  the  low  condition,  to  which 
the  royal  authority  was  then  sunk ;  and  the 
impunity,  with  which  subjects  might  invade 
^^  those  rights  of  the  crown,  that  are  now  held 
^^  sacred.**  The  Doctor  cannot  be  much  praised, 
for  the  constitutional  doctrines,  that  obscure. 


'  Knox,  338-43  j   Keith,  244-5 
VOL.   III.  O 
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rather  than  enlighten  his  history.  There  was^ 
plainly,  no  want  of  royal  authority,  when 
Huntley,  and  his  sons,  were  hunted  down,  by 
every  stretch  of  undue  authority.  The  ac- 
quittal of  Knox,  guilty,  as  he  was,  of  treason, 
on  that  occasion,  and  of  sedition  every  day, 
only  evinces,  that  this  fanatical  anarch  was 
now  protected,  by  Murray,  as  he  had  long  been, 
by  Cecil ;  being  a  constant  thorn,  in  the  Queen's 
side.  Randolph  wrote  Cecil,  on  the  27th  of 
February  1563-4,  two  months  after  that  ac- 
quittal, "  that  there  was  some  unkindness, 
"  between  the  Queen,  and  Murray,  about  Knox, 
'*  whose  part  he  taketh.*** 

Meantime,  Murray,  with  his  two  bastard 
brothers,"  went  into  the  north,  during  October 
1563,  to  hold  Justice-courts,  within  his  earl- 
dom ;  to  take  possession  of  the  estates,  which, 

^  When  Secretary  Maitland  had  exhausted  his  reasoning, 
and  his  spirits,  on  this  wayward  prophet^  be  retired,  in  dis- 
gust :  But,  the  minion,  Murray,  remained,  wishing  to  con- 
vene with  Knox,  on  the  state  of  the  court:  And,  the 
preacher  cut  the  statesman  short  3  as  Knox  wished  not  to 
be  troubled  with  such  a  subject,  from  so  selfish  a  personage. 
[Knox,  339.]  In  this  manner,  then,  do  we  see  the  tower- 
ing ambition  of  Murray,  who  was  ever  double  in  his  words, 
and  meaning,  paulter  in  a  double  sense  with  the  apostle,  who 
was  equally  ambitious^  in  his  own  pursuits,  and  equally 
double,  in  his  means.  [Keith,  249.] 

"  John,  Prior  of  Coldingham,  died,  at  Inverness,  in  No- 
vember 1563. 
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we  have  seen,  recently^  granted  to  each  of  them^ 
from  the  spoils  of  the  Gordons ;  to  display 
their  new  power  ;  and  to  defy  the  ghost  of  the 
blood-boltered  Huntley.  It  is  curious  to  remark^ 
that  Murray^  on  that  occasion,  adjudged,  on  the 
classick  ground  of  Inverness,  two  of  the  weird- 
sisters,  who  appeared  to  another  ambitious  mi- 
nion,  which  also  grasped  at  the  stained  sceptre 
of  the  gracious  Duncan.*  Murray  had  another 
object  of  importance,  in  the  north,  which  was 
equally  fraudful,  the  obtaining  of  additional 
titles  to  the  injured  Countess  of  Buchan*s  estates. 
The  year  1564  was,  chiefly,  distinguished, 
for  the  disingenuous  negotiation,  about  Mary*8 
marriage,  which  was  managed,  on  her  side,  by 
two  men,  who  wished  not  her  marriage,  Murray, 
and  Maitland.  Much  of  what  was  said,  and 
done,  on  the  part  of  Elizabeth,  does  honour  to 
her  usual  duplicity.  Lady  Lennox,  and  her 
son.  Lord  Darnley,  had  been  now  before  Mary's 
eyes,  ever  since  the  demise  of  Francis  IL    The 


*  In  the  late  Parliament,  passed  the  Act,  imposing  the 
punishment  of  dea/^,  on  witchcraft^  sorcery^  and  necromancy. 
\_Acia  Pari,  639.]  The  first  victims  to  the  absurd  severity 
of  this  act^  were  the  two  old  women^  who  were  burnt,  by 
Murray,  at  Inverness.  It  was  on  this  Act,  that  Murray  exe- 
cuted Sir  William  Stewart,  the  Lion-king,  in  1568,  on  the 
absurd  charge  of  attempting  to  procure  Murray's  death,  by 
witchcraft,  and  necromancy.     [Birrel,  17] 
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Queen  knew  all  the  difficulties,  and  all  the 
facilities,  of  such  a  match.  Lady  Lenoox,  who 
was,  equally  with  herself,  a  descendant,  from 
Henry  VII.,  might  have  stood,  in  competition, 
with  her,  for  the  English  crown,  in  case  of  Eli- 
zaheth's  demise,  without  lawful  issue.  Lady 
Lennox  had,  also,  pretensions  to  the  earldom  of 
Angus,  in  contest,  with  the  lieir  male.  And 
Mary  saw  that,  by  mariying  the  youthful  Darn- 
ley,  it  might  be  easy  to  give  equivalents  to  Lady 
Lennox.  In  prosecution  of  all  those  purposes, 
the  Earl  of  Lennox  came  to  Scotland,  in  Sep- 
tember 1564,  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  expa- 
triation; bringing  with  him  a  recommendatory 
letter  from  Elizabeth.'  His  recommendation^ 
insured  him  a  welcome  reception,  at  EdinburghJ 
The  Earl  bestowed  his  jewels  on  men,  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  gifts  :  And  Lady  Len- 
nox sent  a  diamond  to  Murray.' 

A  Parliament  was,  soon  after,  called,  for  the 
purpose,  chiefly,  of  reversing  Lennox's  attaind^ 
er,  which  would  let  in  various  claims  upon 
those,  who  enjoyed  hia  forfeited  estates.'    The 


I 
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r  See  the  letter  of  the  Ist  of  Sept.  156-1,  in  Keith,  855. 
Mary,  says  Randolph,  imputed  the  coiuiog  of  Lennox  tq 
the  Queen  of  England's  request.     [/&.  £59.] 

■  MelviirsJMem,  5^. 

*  The  Duke,  na  chief  of  the  Huniltons,  considered  I 
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Parliament  assembling  in  December  1564,  the 
Queen  made  an  oration,  in  favour  of  Lennox^ 
which  was  enforced,  by  the  eloquence  of  Secre- 
tary Maitland:  It  was  now  shown,  that  the 
principal  reason  of  restoring  Lennox  was  the 
request  of  her  good  sister  of  England.^  Mur- 
ray had  his  earldom  confirmed,  which  indeed 
wanted  confirmation  ;  and  he  had  a  consider- 
able grant  of  lands,  in  Aberdeenshire;  of  Strath- 
dee,  Braemar,  and  Cromar,  some  of  the  ispoils 
of  the  Earldom  of  Mar,*  which  Murray  seldshly 
retained.  Some  other  estates  were  confirmed 
to  considerable  men.  And  above  all,  to  gte^ 
tify  Knox,  and  bis  disciples,  it  was,  at  this  Par- 
liament, made  penal  to  be  present,  at  mass, 
except  in  the  Queen's  chapel/  We  may  thus 
see  again  the  Queen's  feelings  outraged,  by 
her  minion's  factiousness,  at  the  call  of  fana- 
ticism. 

The  Queen,  as  well  as  Murray,  by  those 
Parliamentary  measures,  seems  to  have  obtain- 
ed the  various  objects,  which  she  had,  imme- 
diately, in  view :  Lennox  was  restored  to  his 
titles,  and  estates ;  and  Lady  Lennox  confirmed 
to  the  young  Earl  of  Angus,  the  Earldom,  to 

recal  of  Lennox^  as  his  overthrow,  especially,  if  the  Queen 
should  n^arry  Damley.     Keith,  259.  ^  lb.  268. 

«  Murray  obtahied  that  grant  on  the  22d  of  December 
1564.     Privy  Seal  Register.  **  Keith,  268. 
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which  she  had  pretensions,  as  heir-general.*  It 
was  foreseen,  that  the  restoration  of  Lennox 
would,  naturally,  draw  after  him,  his  son,  Lord 
Darnley,  who  had  never  heen  once  mentioned, 
or  alluded  to,  during  the  late  negotiation,  ahout 
the  Queen's  marriage.  The  Duke,  and  Mur- 
ray, as  well  as  Randolph,  who  acted,  as  the 
instrument  of  Murray,  endeavoured,  by  all 
means,  to  prevent  Darnley's  jouniey  into  Scot- 
land.' Early  in  February,  Darnley  not  only 
obtained  leave  to  ^  into  Scotland,  on  pretence 
of  visiting  his  fether,  but  even  carried  with 
him,  recommendatoiy  letters,  trom  Elizabeth,  to 


'  RanJutph  informed  Cecil,  oil  the  2d  of  December  1564, 
that  Lady  Lennox  had  continued  that  Earldom  to  the  heir 
malci  and  that,  she  taketh,  to  be  better,  than  to  be  de- 
clared illegitimate,  which  was  laboured  by  some.  [Keith, 
2fi8,]  This  conHrmation  was,  probably,  granted  ;  in  onier 
to  secure  the  Earl  of  Monon.the  Earl  of  Angus's  uncle. 

'  W.  Randolph  again  wruic  10  Cecil,  on  the  same  subject, 
in  his  letter  of  the  13th  :  But,  the  efforts  of  the  Duke,  and 
Murray,  were  attended,  by  a  different  effect,  than  what  they 
wished  ;  Elizabeth  had  pressed  Leicester,  as  a  lover,  u)>on 
Mary,  as  far  as  agreeable  to  her  own  wishes  :  And,  she  now 
started  Darnley,  as  another  puppet,  which,  the  thought,  she 
could  dandle,  as  she  pleased  :  Bveo  Leicester,  who  preferred 
Elizabeth  to  Mary,  promoted  Darnley's  journey  to  Scotland  ; 
and  Cecil  concurred ;  truHting  to  his  own  artihces,  to  dis- 
appoint him,  when  he  pleased.  [Randolph's  letter  to  CccU 
of  the  I31h  February  156-1-5,  in  the  Paper  Officii] 
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Bedford^  at  Berwick,  to  Randolph,  and  to  the 
Queen  of  Scots.   Mary  seems  to  have  expected 
Darnley,  for  some  time ;  and  went  into  Fife^ 
slenderly  attended^  upon  a  progress ;  in  order 
to  enjoy  quiet,  during  so  anxious  a  moment. 
At  the  beginning  of  February,  she  even  resided, 
at  a  merchant's  house,  in  St.  Andrews,  where 
she  was  visited  by  Randolph,  but  not  enter- 
tained, by  Murray,  at  the  seat  of  his  Priory. 
The  Queen  made  Elizabeth's  envoy  dine,  and 
sup,  with  her  every  day,  while  he  remained; 
and  he,  in  return,  no  doubt,  rode  out  with  her^ 
after  dinner,  which  was  her  daily  habit :    She 
laughed,  and  talked  much,  and  toasted  her 
good  sister,  at  dinner,  with  great  praise  ;  but^ 
she  would  not  intimate  her  predilection  for  any 
lover ;  though  she  acknowledged,  that  not  to 
marry'  could  not  be  fit  for  her.     When  she 
heard  of  Darnley's  arrival,   in  Scotland,  she 
came  forward,  from  St.  Andrews,  where  Ran- 
dolph had  left  her,  to  Wemyss-castle,  which 
was  then  inhabited  by  Murray  ;  and  in  which 
she  probably  meant   to   receive  him  :    From 
Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  three  nights,  he 
crossed  the  Forth,  to  Fife,  and  paid  her  his 
first  visit,  on  the  16th,  at  Wemyss-castle,  as  we 
have  already  seen. 

The  arrival  of  Darnley  gave  great  oflFence  to 
Murray,  and  his  faction ;  as  we  know,  from 
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Randolph's  dispatches :  But,  as  he  came,  with 
Elizabeth's  recommendations,  Murray  enter- 
taioed  him  hospitably ;  carried  hira  to  hear 
Knox's  sermon  ;  and  made  him  dance  with  the 
Queen,  at  his  house,  on  Sunday  evening;  as 
we  have  perceived.  Thus,  prosperously,  went 
forward  Darnley's  voyage,  while  Elizabeth's 
breath  continued  to  fan  his  sails.  From  the 
moment,  that  it  was,  distinctly,  perceived,  that 
Mary  would  marry  Darnley,  the  wind  changed  ; 
and  drove  his  frail  bark  among  shoals,  and 
rocks.  Randolph,  as  he  was  not  let  into  the 
real  secret  of  his  own  court,  continued  to  write, 
from  Edinburgh,  even  after  tlie  arrival  of 
Darnley  there,  of  the  offence,  which  Elizabeth 
had  given  to  the  Duke,  and  to  Murray,  and 
his  faction,  by  sending  Darnley  to  Scotland.* 

The  whole  of  the  English  partisans,  the 
Duke,  Morton,  Glencairn,  Argyle,  and  their 
several  followers,  with  Murray,  at  their  head, 
declared  their  decided  opposition  to  Darnley's 
marriage,  before  the  middle  of  March  ;''  trust- 
ing to  Elizabeth's  support :  The  Duke,  Murray, 
and  Argyle,  entered  into  a  confederacy  against 


*  Randolph's  letters  of  the  12th  of  February,  ontlSlBt  of 
May,  in  the  Paper  Office :  And  see  Kcitb,  369 ;  and  hift  ^ 
jlpp.  158. 

■*  RandolpVa  letterofdieSOth  of  March  to  Cecil.  [Keith 
87 '^0 
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all,  except  God^  and  their  sovereign.  On  the 
7th  of  April,  Murray  retired,  from  court,  in 
disgust;  and,  consequently,  abdicated  his 
place  of  prime  minister,  in  deference  to  Eliza- 
beth, or  in  hatred  to  Damley.  On  the  15th  of 
April,  it  was  plainly  discovered,  '^  that  the 
Queen  would  have  the  Lord  Darnley.'  Nor,  was 
the  Queen  wanting,  in  activity,  and  address^ 
for  promoting  her  own  purpose.  She  assembled 
a  numerous  convention  of  her  states,  among 
whom,  were  the  associated  nobles ;  the  Duke, 
and  Argyle,  and  Murray  :^    This  convention 


k^ 


'  Cecil's  Diary.  On  the  18th  of  April  Secretary  Maitiland 
arrired^  in  London  3  in  order  to  explain,  to  Elizabeth^ 
Mary's  purpose  of  marrying  Damley.  On  the  Ist  of  Iday 
]  56b,  the  Privy  Council  of  England  came  to  a  formal  d^ 
termination,  to  oppose  the  marriage  of  the  Scotish  Queen 
with  Darnley,  by  argument,  by  artifice,  by  force.  Keith, 
«74;  Murdin,  758. 

^  On  the  5th  of  May  1565,  Murray,  being  urged,  by  the 
Queen,  to  sign  a  paper,  consenting  to  her  marriage,  with 
Damley,  positively  refused.  At  that  time,  saith  Randolph, 
the  Queen  hateth  the  Duke,  the  Earls  of  Argyle,  and  Mur- 
ray 5  alleging  against  him  [Murray]  that  he  goeth  about  to 
tet  the  crown  upon  his  own  head,  [Murdin,  758.]  On  the 
3d  of  May  1565,  the  Earls  of  Argyle,  and  Murray,  came  to 
Edinbiu'gh,  at  the  head  of  5000  men,  to  keep  the  lawday 
against  BothweU  :  But,  as  they  knew,  that  their  opponent 
would  not  appear,  at  Edinburgh,  their  object,  in  bringing 
such  an  army,  must  have  been  to  overawe  the  Queen.  [Id.] 
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appears  to  have,  unanimously,  assented  to  the 
Queen's  proposed  marriage,  as  being  fit,  in  it- 
self:  Meantime,  Elizabeth,  by  means  of  Throg- 
morton,  whom  she  sent,  purposely,  into  Scot- 
land, carried  on  against  Maiy,  among  her 
nT>bles,  the  most  dangerous  intrigues,  in  oppo- 
sition to  her  marriage.'  The  Duke,  the  Earls 
of  Argyle,  Murray,  and  Glencaim,  retired  in 
concert,  to  their  own  castles ;  in  order  to 
wait  awhile  Elizabeth's  movements,  and  daily 
events." 

Opposition  to  the  measures  of  government 
were  not,  in  those  times,  carried  on,  by  sly  in- 
trigue, or  manly  debate;  but,  by  privy  con- 
spiracy, treasonous  machinations,  and  avowed 
revolt :  In  this  insidious  manner,  then,  did 
Murray's  cabal  oppose  the  Queen  ;  and  Darn- 
ley,  Argyle,  and  Glencaim,  attended  the  as- 
sembly of  the  Kirkmen,  at  Edinburgh,  which 


There  had  been  more^  said  Randolph  to  Cecily  *^  if  they  had 
not  been  stayed^  by  the  Queen^  who  hath  shown  herself  now 
of  late  [3d  May]  to  mislike  my  Lord  of  Murray." 

*  Keith,  376-79. 

"^  Id.  Murray  carried  on^  in  the  meantime^  a  traitorous 
correspondence  with  Secretary  Cecil,  and  the  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, [lb.  200.]  On  the  3d  of  June  1565,  Randolph  wrote 
to  Cecil :  '^  The  Queen  of  Scots*s  counsellors  are  now  those, 
whom  before  she  liked  worst :  Murray  lives,  where  he 
llsteth.*'  [J6.282.] 
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was  hostile  to  Mary's  marriage.  Murray  de- 
clined to  attend  the  convention,  which  was 
called,  by  the  Queen,  at  Perth,  about  the  same 
time  ;  giving  out,  as  a  reason,  what  could  not 
have  imposed  on  any  one,  that  Darnley  had 
formed  a  plot,  to  slay  him."  This  pretence  was 
raised,  by  an  ambitious,  and  artful  man,  whose 
life  consisted  of  such  falsehoods,  and  impos- 

"  It  was  the  constant  practice  of  those  insidious  times^ 
when  there  was  a  real  plot^  in  contemplation^  to  feign  a 
counterfeit  one.    Darnley,  who  was  incapable  of  any  de- 
tailed measures,  by  adopting  such  a  design  against  Murray, 
and  his  faction,  would  have  dashed  his  fairest  hopes.  When 
Murray  was  directed  by  the  Queen,  and  Council,  to  detail 
how,  and  by  whom,  he  had  heard  of  such  a  plot,  he  declin- 
ed to  give  any  explanation.     He  proposed  to  widt  upon  the 
Queen :  but,  supposed  his  person  to  be  in  danger :     The 
most  effectual  assurances  of  personal  safety  were  given  him : 
But,  he  declined  to  appear  before  the  Council.  [Reg.  of  the 
Privy  Council.']     This  pretence  of  personal  danger  was  the 
mere  fiction  of  an  artful  man.  It  is  clear^then,  that  there  was 
no  real  foundation,  for  the  supposed  plot  of  Darnley  against 
Murray ;  while  there  was  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  a 
real  plot,  by  Murray,  against  Darnley,  and  the  Queen.  [See 
evidence  of  this,  in  Randolph's  dispatch  to  Cecil  of  the  2d 
of  July  1565,  which  speaks  of  a  concert,  between  the  Duke, 
Argyle,  Murray,  and   Glencaim,    "  to   coerce  the  Queen** 
[Keith,  289.]     The  convention  of  nineteen  nobles  and  six- 
teen prelates,  at  Dumbarton,  in  September  1 568,  are  posi- 
tive, as  to  this  {K>int,  of  the  conspiracy,  at  the  Kirk  of  Bcith, 
for  that  end.     [Goodall,  ii.  368-9.] 
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tures.  It  is,  indeed,  certain,  from  the  evidence 
of  records,  that  the  Duke,  Murray,  and  Argyle, 
designed  to  seize  Lennox,  DarnLey  and  the 
Queen,  as  they  passed  from  Perth,  by  Lochle- 
leven-castle,  to  the  Queen's- ferry,  on  the  1st  of 
July  ;  to  send  Lennox,  and  his  son,  prisoners, 
to  Berwick ;  to  imprison  the  Queen  in  Loch- 
leven-castlcj  for  ultimate  dethronement.  There 
was,  in  fact,  an  insurrection  at  Edinburgh,  in 
concurrence  with  that  conspiracy,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Knox."  So  well  laid  was  this  trea- 
sonous enterprise,  that  Cecil  conceived  it  to  be 
already  achieved.  But,  their  secret  was  not 
well  kept.  And  the  Queen,  hastily,  collecting 
300  horsemen,  at  Perth,  galloped  across  the  . 
country,  by  Lochleven,  to  the  Qneen's-ferry,  I 
before  the  traitors  had  awakened,  from  thar 
guilty  dreams.'  When  Murray  found,  that  his 
prey  had  escaped,  he  gave  out,  as  he  bad  a  He 
always  ready,  that  he  was  sick;  as  we  know, 
from  Randolph,  his  criminal  associate. 

After  such  a  disappointment,  and  detection, 
Murray  prepared  to  execute  his  designs,  by  bis 
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B  Kdtb,  S9S-7  i  MelTilVe  Mm.  fol.  p.  56. 

p  Murray  lay,  for  the  occasion,  on  the  rood  side,  at  his 
muther's  house  of  Lochleven ;  Argyle  lay,  on  (be  other  side, 
ut  some  disunce,  in  Cuetle  Csmpbel  -,  and  Rolhet  brcraght 
his  followers  to  the  Civrrot  Well. 
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treasonous  sword.    With  his  guilty  associates, 
he  held  a  convention,  at  Stirling ;  pretending, 
Uke  other  traitors,  to  reform  both  the  Church, 
and  the  State ;  while  their  real  object  was  civil 
war,  in  objection  to  the  Queen's  mariiage.  They 
sent  a  trusty  messenger  to  Elizabeth,  who  lis- 
tened, with  willing  ears,  to  such  projects,  from 
every  neighbouring  partisan,  to  communicate 
to  her  their  odious  designs,   and  to  ask  her 
treacherous  aid.*  Queen  Mary  was  aware  both 
of  their  designs,  and  h^r  own   danger.     She 
charged  the  traitors  to  desist,  from  their  crimes ; 
she  gave  private  notice  to  the  Duke,  to  be- 
ware of  Murray's  projects ;  she  assured  her  Pro- 
testant subjects  of  her  protection :   And  she 
summoned  all  her  subjects,  as  by  law  they 
were  bound,  to  collect  around  her,  in  arms.' 
She  gave  a  pardon  to  Loi*d  Gordon ;  she  re- 
called the   Earl  of  Sutherland;    she   desired 
Bothwell,  to  return,  whom,  during  Murray's 
rebellion,  she  appointed  Captain  of  Dunbar- 

^  Keiths  299.  It  is  curious  to  remark^  that  Murray,  while 
thus  preparing,  for  civil  war,  in  opposition  to  the  Queen's 
marriage,  did  not  forget  the  Countess  of  Buchan  :  On  the 
dd  of  June  1565,  he  obtained  a  charter  from  the  Queen, 
under  the  great  seal,  of  the  whole  estates  of  the  deluded 
Countess.  [Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxiii.  53 ;  and  the  Charter,  in 
the  Great  Seal  Record.}     Such  a  swindler  was  Murray ! 

'  See  Keith's  App,  No.  ix. 
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castle:  And  she  thus  assumed  the  appearance 
of  vigour,  without  any  real  efficiency,  as  her 
whole  ministers  were  Murray's  retainer.  The 
confedenlted  nobles  retired  to  their  castles, 
when  they  saw  the  people  collecting  around 
their  Queen  ;  to  wait,  meantime,  the  slow  de- 
cision of  Elizabeth's  doulHful  aid.'  On  the 
22d  of  July,  Murray  wrote,  from  St.  Andrews, 
to  Bedford,  Elizabeth's  Lieutenant  on  the  bor- 
ders ;  setting  forth  the  peril,  to  which  he  was 
reduced,  on  account  of  his  earnest  affection  to 
the  true  wtiiskip  ;  of  his  goodwill  to  his  own 
Commonwealth  ;  and  of  his  passionate  regard 
for  the  mutual  amity,  between  the  two  realms  : 
Begging  protection,  for  such  a  cause ;  and 
hinting  to  Bedford,  how  serviceable  it  would  be 
to  him,  and  his  confederates,  if  the  Lieutenant 
would  make  an  irpuption  into  the  Scotish  bor- 
ders, where  dwelt  some  of  their  most  powerful 
opponents.'  Tliis  whole  letter,  which  is  a 
master-piece  of  hypocrisy,  was  admirably  con- 
ceived, to  strike  the  feelings  of  the  Puritan, 
Bedford :  But,  Elizabeth's  servants  were  too 
well  disciplined,  to  stir  an  inch,  in  a  warlike 
manner,  without  her  positive  orders.' 


4 


•  Raudulph's    letter  to   Cecil  of  the   2l6t  July    156&.  i 
[Keith,  303.]  '  Keith,  SoC. 

"  Bedford  was  reprelieiidcd,  by  Cecil,  for  culling  Mun 
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We  may  see,  indeed,  in  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  during 
Murray's  rebellion,  that  the  generality  of  the 
Queen's  servants   consisted   of  Murray's   mi- 
nions.    Morton,  the  Chancellor,  Maitland,  the 
Secretary,  are  expressly  said,  by  the  well-in- 
formed Randolph,  to  have  been,  as  much  con- 
cerned, in  Murray's  practices,  as  if  they  had 
been  with  him,  in  his  convention,  or  his  ca- 
binet ;  and  only  waited  occasions,  to  betray 
their  mistress.     What  villains !  On  the  28th  of 
July  1565,  the  very  day  before  her  marriage, 
instead  of  ordering  Murray,  to  be  arrested,  she 
gave  that  artful  traitor  a  safe  conduct  for  him- 
self, and  fourscore  followers,  to  come  to  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  frivolous  pretence  of  that  dan- 
gerous plotter  being  afraid  of  his  life.* 

The  actual  marriage  of  the  Queen,  and  Dam- 
ley,  ought  to  have  dissolved  the  unnatural  con- 
federacy, between  the  Duke,  and  Murray,  who 
had  divers  interests.  The  Duke  was,  by  law, 
the  presumptive  heir  of  the  crown :  The  bas- 
tard Murray,  encouraged  as  he  was,  by  Cecil, 

and  his  rebeUious  coadjutors  '^  the  lords  of  the  congregation  :** 
And  Cecil  spoke,  doubtfully,  of  Elizabeth's  aid  to  those 
lords. 

'  Keith*s  j4pp.  110.  Elizabeth  would  have  set  a  price 
upon  his  guilty  head,  instead  of  allowing  an  enterprising 
rebel  to  come  to  her  court,  with  eighty  foUowers. 
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was  without  any  rig-ht  whatever ;  was  conti-  1 
Dually  grasping  at  the  sceptre,  as  occasion  ' 
occurred:  But,  now,  since  the  Queen,  and 
Darnley,  could  not  be  unmarried,  unless  it 
were,  hy  the  traitorous  means,  that  had  once 
failed,  at  the  Kirk  of  Beitb  :  to  send  Darnley  out 
of  Scotland,  by  force,  and  to  coerce  the  Queen. 
But,  they  were  unable  to  effect  either,  without 
the  avowed  interposition  of  Elizabeth,  in  arraa. 
The  confederated  nobles,  however,  continued 
their  treasonous  practices,  throughout  the 
whole  month  of  August  1565  ;  expecting  the 
promised  money,  and  men,  from  Elizabeth's 
caution,  or  duplicity.  The  Queen,  supported 
as  she  was,  by  the  genuine  voice  of  the  whole 
people,  who  approved  of  her  marriage,  made 
successful  efforts  to  oppose  Murray,  and  his 
guilty  coadjutors;  though  be  might  have  been, 
immediately,  expelled,  if  it  had  not  been,  for 
the  treachery  of  Maitlaud,  who  betrayed  her 
counsels,  and  Morton,  her  commander,  who 
directed  her  army  to  the  north,  when  he  ought 
to  have  followed  the  rebels,  to  the  southward. 
On  the  7th  of  August  1565,  Murray  was,  for- 
mally, denounced  a  rebel ;  and  the  Duke, 
Argyle,  and  others,  were  warned  not  to  comfort 
him,  if  they  would  avoid  the  pains  of  treason.*"  i 
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Elizabeth,  privately,  conveyed  pecuniary  aids  to 
Murray,  and  also  sent  Tamworth,  to  intrigue 
for  him,  with  the  help  of  his  avowed  partisan^ 
Randolph/  The  principal  rebels  were  induced 
by  the  Queen's  superiority,  and  Elizabeth's  pe- 
nury, to  flee  into  the  impervious  mountains 
of  Argyle.  The  Elarl  of  Athol  was  now  empow- 
ered, to  pursue  the  Elarl  of  Argyle,  with  fire,  and 
sword,  as  a  rebel/  After  all  those  preparatory 
steps,  the  Queen^  and  Darnley^  marched,  from 
Edinburgh,  at  the  end  of  August,  towards  Lin- 
lithgow, in  quest  of  the  rebels  :  They  pressed  for- 
ward to  Stirling,  and  thence  to  Glasgow ;  while 
the  hearts  of  her  principal  ministers  were  with 
Murray.  The  rebels,  meantime,  passed,  from 
Hamilton,  to  Edinburgh,  with  no  great  force, 
on  the  firat  of  September ;  but,  as  the  castle 
fired  upon  them,  and  the  townsmen  were  un- 
friendly, they  soon  found  it  necessary,  to  march 
towards  the  south-west ;  pointing  at  Dumfries. 
Robertson  remarks  how  well  the  Queen's  ar- 
mies were  conducted,  on  that  occasion,  when 
they  were  carried  northward,  while  they  ought 
to  have  pressed  forward,  towards  the  south :  If  he 
meant,  how  well  her  armies  were  conducted,  for 

*  16.  312  :  During  that  rebeUion^  Tamworth>  and  Ran- 
dolph^ were  both  restrained^  as  well  they  ought;  their 
conduct  being  treasonous  ;  the  first  in  Dunbar  :  the  second^ 
in  Edinburgh.     Lodge's  lUust.  i.  353.         •  Keith,  813-14. 
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the  safety  of  the  rebels,  his  observation  must  be 
allowed  to  savour  of  sense.  As  Murray  retired 
upon  Dumfries,  towards  tbe  English  border  ;  so 
Morton  directed  tbe  royal  army  northward,  into 
Fife,  which  precluded  all  hope  of  pursuit.  The 
rebels,  as  they  were  not  followed,  rematued  up- 
wards of  a  month,  about  Dumfries ;  looking 
for  Elizabetb'aid ;  and  trusting  to  such  ca- 
sualties, as  their  friends,  in  tbe  Queen's  coun- 
cils, might  contrive.  But,  Mary,  returning  at 
length,  from  Fife  to  Edinburgh,  marched  thence 
on  the  8th  of  October,  to  expel  the  fugitives,  or 
to  force  tbeir  submission.'  Murray,  and  the 
guilty  nobles,  were,  now,  compelled  to  avow 
their  impotence,  and  malignity,  by  seeking 
shelter,  in  England,  where  they  hoped  to  be 
received   into  the  frigid    arms  of  Elizabeth.' 

^  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  6th 
of  October  1565  -.  ''  Thia  Queen  sets  forward  towards  Dum- 
fries, with  all  the  force,  tbnt  she  can  make,  with  many  in 
her  company,  that  will  iloher  little  ecrvice,  when  iheycome 
there :  She  is  now,  at  this  point,  that  she  knowelh  not, 
whom  she  may  trust ;  ao  much  misliked  is  her  doings  (by 
the  English  faction]  :  The  whole  uf  the  north  is  come  in  to 
her,  of  whom  is  the  Lord  Gordon,  reslored  to  the  Earldom 
of  Huniley  :  In  fine,  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and  Bothwell,  are 
her  chief  trusts." 

*  Keith,  316.     Elizabeth  had,  in  fact,  commenced  hosli- 
tilities  t  But,   hearing  of  the  retreat  of  Murray,  and  his 
rebels,  she  recurred  to  her  usual  practice  of  secret  8up]ili< 
of  money,  as  well  as  intrigues  of  policy. 
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Her  Lieutenant,  and  his  Wardeus,  received 
them,  with  great  civility ;  and  they  moved  to 
Newcastle,  on  the  15tb  of  October ;  in  order  to 
wait,  tilt  Elizabeth  had  settled  her  conscience, 
as  to  the  mode  of  receiving  Murray,  and  his 
friends,  who  had  risqued  much  in  following  bis 
ambition,  and  her  artifices.  They  were  well 
received  by  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Elizabeth's 
Lieutenant,  on  the  bordera,  who,  as  a  Puritan, 
entered  into  thar  views,  and  promoted  their 
prospects. 

Murray,  relying  on  the  protection  of  Cecil, 
set  out,  from  Newcastle,  for  London,  to  solicit 
the  support  of  Elizabeth,  who  had  urged  him 
into  rebellion,  by  so  many  inducements.  But, 
he  was  stopped,  as  he  advanced,  towards  Lon- 
don, at  Ware.'  Cecil,  meantime,  chid  Bedford, 

'  There  ia  a  letter,  in  the  Paper  Office,  to  the  English 
Privy  Conncil,  dated  at  Ware,  the  Slst  of  October  1565, 
which  shows  the  embarrassments  of  both  parties  :  "  l.'pon 
my  journey,"  says  Murray,  "  very  near  this  town  of  Ware,  I 
received  your  honours'  letter,  from  a  servant  of  Mr.  Ra.a- 
dolph's  passing  to  Scotland  -,  and  thereby  understand  the 
Queen's  m^eety's  resolution,  plainly,  lo  be,  that  it  were  not 
meet  for  me,  to  come,  at  this  time  3  but,  to  forbear  such 
open  dealings,  with  her  m^esty,  until  it  may  be  further 
coiuidered  what  shall  be  meetest  for  me  lo  do.  1  am  sorry 
lo  hare  been  so  late  adviaed  of  her  m^eMy's  resolution,  lu 
I  afn  persitiuled  your  honours  knew  not,  that  1  were  so  far 
upon  my  journey  ;  but  io  soon  a»  1  were  cei  tilied,  I  lUyed 
here,  at  Ware,  coafumi  to  your  honours  d-jaire. " 


208  THE  LIFE  OF      [Mbm.  V.  Mww.V  o/J 

for  allowing  Murray  to  come  up  to  London  ; 
and  Bedford  could  only  excuse  himself,  by 
saying,  "  that  he  could  not  prevent  him,  with- 
out using  violence."  Murray  soon  after,  by  the 
artifices  of  Cecil,  obtained,  however,  an  au- 
dience of  the  Queen.*  Of  this  interview,  we 
have  a  very  curious  account,  from  Sir  James 
Melville,  the  partisan  of  Murray:  "At  length," 
says  he,  "  the  nobles  were  compelled  to  flee  into 
England,  for  refuge,  to  her,  who,  by  her  am- 
bassadors, had  proTnised  to  hazard  her  crown, 
in  their  defence,  in  case  they  were  driven  to  any 
strait ;  because  of  appearing  against  the  said 
marriage;  though  this  was,  expressly,  denied 
them,  when  coming  to  demand  help  :  For,  when 
they  sent  up  my  Lord  of  Murray  to  that  Queen, 
the  rest  abiding  at  Newcastle,  he  could  obtain 
nothing  but  disdain,  and  scorn,  till  at  length, 
he,  and  the  Abbot  of  Kilwinning,  his  compa- 
nion, in  that  message,  were  persuaded  to  come, 
and  confess  unto  the  Queen,  upon  their  knees, 
in  presence  of  the  ambassadors  of  France,  and 
Spain,  that  her  majesty  had  never  moved  thera 


•  Bedford,  nevertheless,  on  ihe  24lb  of  October,  wrote 
Cecil,  from  Berwick  :  "  1  heartily  pray  you,  to  favour,  And 
further,  the  Enrl  of  Murray,  and  the  eommon  came,  that  lie 
Cometh  up  for  :  how  much  he  Btondeth  tliereupon,  I  need 
not  tell  jou."  The  original  tetter  remaina,  in  the  Paper 
Office. 
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to  that  opposition^  and  resistance^  against  the 
Queen's  marriage:  For  this^  she  had  desired 
to  satisfy  the  said  ambassadors^  who  both  al- 
leged, in  their  master's  names^  that  she  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  said  rebellion^  and  that 
her  only  delight  was,  to  stir  up  dissention 
among  her  neighbours  :  Yet^  by  this  cunning, 
she  overcame  them :  For,  she  handled  the 
matter  so  subtilely,  and  the  other  two,  so  cow- 
ardly, in  granting  her  desire,  contrary  to  what 
was  truth ;  being  put  in  hopes  of  relief,  if  they 
would  so  far  comply  with  what  was  judged  her 
interest,  for  the  time,  that  she  triumphed  over 
the  said  ambassadors,  for  their  false  allegations : 
But,  unto  my  Lord  of  Murray,  and  his  neigh- 
bour, she  said ;  Now,  you  have  told  the  truth ; 
for  neither  did  I,  nor  any,  in  my  name,  stir  you 
up  against  your  Queen  :  And  your  abominable 
treason  may  serve,  for  an  example,  to  my  own 
subjects,  to  rebel  against  me :  Therefore,  get 
you  out  of  my  presence ;  you  are  but  unworthy 
traitors.*''  Thus  happy  was  Elizabeth,  in  her 
hypocritical  doings !  and  thus  low  could  the 
ambition  of  Murray  stoop :  Yes ;  to  be  a  king, 
he  demeaned  himself  more  than  became  a  man : 
Of  the  conduct  of  Elizabeth,  there  cannot  be 
two  opinions  :  Like  a  fiend  she  tempted,  and 

f  Melv]ll*8  Mem.  fol.  p.  57 
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betrayed:  Like  a  fury,  she  reproached,  and 
tormented,  tbe  miscreants ;  and  like  another 
Hecate,  she  thrust  them  forward  into  rebellion  ; 
and  then,  deceived  them,  for  the  gratification 
of  her  envy,  and  her  hate.*    In  return,  for  such 

i  Tb«  whole  State  Papers  demonstrate,  that  Elizabeth 
incited  Murray  to  rebel  against  his  sister,  and  benefactress, 
and  Queen ;  Elizabeth  gave  him  every  possible  assurance  of 
■upport  j  she  contributed,  secretly,  some  money ;  Randolph, 
her  agent,  was  Murray's  conatunt  prompter,  thmughout 
several  months.  [Sec  Elizabeth's  letter  tu  Randolpti,  of 
the  lOlh  of  July  1565.  Keith,  ^96.  Seethe  letter  of  the 
Duke,  Argyle,  and  Murray,  of  the  18lh  of  July.  lb.  300. 
Sec  Randolph's  letter  to  Elizabeth  of  the  19th  of  Jaly,  Id.  ib. 
303.]  They  all  show  the  secret  incitements  of  the  English 
Queen.  There  is  a  tetter,  in  the  Paper  OtSce,  from  Mur- 
ray to  Leicester,  dated,  at  Carlisle,  th«  14lh  of  October 
1K65,  saying:  "1  understaorf  how  favourable  jmir  honour 
hath  been,  to  the  furlhering  of  thii  out  common  action.  By 
your  Queen's  cold  dealing  herein  is  a  great  part  of  my  friends 
ruinate ;  and  I,  and  the  rest  of  the  nobility,  here,  put  to  this 
eitremily,  to  which  we  have  been  brought,  by  the  good 
affections,  we  have  borne,  to  follow  her  majesty,  and  h«r 
council's  advice."  Murray  spoke  still  plainer  to  Cecil,  by  a 
letter  of  the  same  date,  in  the  Paper  Office  ;  "  According 
to  your  direction,  I  have  comforted  the  rest  of  the  nobility  : 
As  for  me,  and  the  remainder  here,  I  doubt  not,  but  you  un- 
derstand, sufficiently,  that  neither  they,  nor  1,  enterprized 
thlfl  action,  without  forfeit  of  our  sovereign's  indignation  : 
But,  being  moved  thereto,  by  the  Queen,  your  sovereign, 
ftud  cDUQcil'a  bond  writingj  directed  to  us.  thereupon,  wbick 


t 
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perfidious  conduct,  all  that  they  could  obtaia, 
at  present,  were  secret  supplies,  from  Bedford^ 
by  her  directions ;  as  we  know,  from  Camden^ 
and  Strype,  and  still  more,  from  the  account^ 
rendered  by  Bedford,  of  the  money  paid  to 
tbem.  Such,  then,  was  the  issue  of  this  rebel- 
lion !  Not  a  life  was  lost  in  the  field :  Not  a 
traitor  wa^ prosecuted  in  the  Justice-courts: 
Not  one  iota  of  power,  or  influence  did  Uie 
Queen  gain,  by  its  suppression ! 

Murray,  and  his  expatriated  followers,  now 
lay  along  the  northern  borders  of  England^ 
unseen  by  Elizabeth,  protected  by  Cecil,  and 
supported  by  Bedford ;  having  a  good  position, 
for  intriguing,  in  Scotland ;  and  of  watching 
occasions,  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Scotland. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  Throgmorton 

w  >■        r  ■  ■  ■'        ■— ^w— a— 

being  followed^  all  those  extremities  succeeded,  as  were 
sufficiently  foreseen."  There  is  a  letter,  from  Murray  to 
Elizabeth,  in  the  Paper  Office,  dated  at  Westminster,  the 
30th  of  October  1565  :  Having  received  your  majesty's  last 
answer,  and  deeply  weighing  the  same,  I  have  entered  into 
such  deep  considerations  of  my  present  estate,  and  others 
who,  through  my  occasion >  are  drawn  into  the  like  distress, 
that  little  repose  have  I  had  in  heart,  since  my  depfurture, 
from  your  highness.  It  were  to  me  more  easy,  to  bear,  if 
I  knew,  wherein  I  had  offended,  or  deserved  so  hard  hand* 
ling  of  your  majesty,  whom  I  have  studied,  at  my  uttermost, 
to  ierve,  and  grattfif,  with  all  my  fHwers,  whereof  /  take 
God  to  wittiest," 
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was  sent,  by  Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  to  solicit 
their  pardons,  from  Mary.''  And  Sir  Jaines 
Melvill  continued  to  whisjjer,  in  her  offended 
ear,  the  worst  possible  advice.  At  length,  on 
the  let  of  December  1565,  summonees  were 
executed  against  Murray,  and  the  expatriated 
nobles,  to  answer  for  their  treasons,  in  the  Par- 
liament of  February,  then  next,  to  charges  of 
treason.'  The  guilty  nobles  were  thrown  into 
positive  despair,  by  that  vigorous  measure. 
Murray,  with  a  meanness  unworthy  of  his  am- 
bition, courted  Rizzio,  the  Queen's  Secretary, 
for  the  French  language  ;  sent  him  a  diamond  ; 
and  flattered  him  with  many  promises  of 
future  friendship.' 

We  have  already  seen,  from  the  informations 
of  the  intelligent  Randolph,  which  of  the 
Queen's  ministei-s  remained,  in  her  councils, 
even  during  the  late  rebellion,  witb  design  to 
betray  her.  There  were  other  nobles,  who  re- 
mained, at  Court,  and  who  were  extremely 
dangerous,  from  their  unprincipled  activity, 
and  were  equally  ready,  to  promote  the  inte- 

'■  See  Throgtnorton's  epistle  to  Mary,  in  Melrill'a  Mem.  60. 

'  See  the  Act  in  Keith,  320 ;  The  nobles,  thua  charged, 
were  the  Earls  of  Murray,  Argyle,  Gleticaim,  and  Rothes, 
with  the  Lords  Ucheltre,  and  Buyd,  and  otiiers  of  less  note. 
The  Duke,  and  the  IlamiltoDS,  hod  obtained  their  pardons, 
on  condition  of  liviDg  abroad.  ^  MelviU's  Mem.  63. 
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rests  of  Murray.'  The  ministers,  and  the  no- 
bles^ before  mentioned^  entered  into  the  most 
profligate  cabaLs,  with  the  avowed  design  of 
proroguing  the  intended  Parliament^  and  ob- 
taining Murray's  pardon.  They  debauched  the 
feeble  mind  of  the  Queen's  husband:'"  And 
Murray,  and  his  followers,  entered  into  written 
agreements  with  the  unworthy  King,  which 
amounted,  virtually,  to  the  dethronement  of 
the  Queen,  perhaps  to  the  depriving  her  of  life : 
Murray  engaged,  on  his  part,  to  obtain  for 
Darnley,  the  matrimonial  crown,  during  his 
life :  And,  the  wretched  King  undertook,  in 
return,  to  prevent  the  meeting  of  Parliament ; 
so  as  to  obstruct  the  forfeiture  of  Murray,  and 
his  noble  associates,  in  treason  ;  so  as  to  pro- 
cure their  pardons,  from  the  Queen,  at  whatever 
risk,  of  danger  to  her,  or  disgrace  to  himself. 
Lennox,  the  King's  father,  also  entered  into 
this  traitorous  project,  after  all,  that  she  had 
done  for  him,  and  his  son.  Those  engagements, 
which  are  the  most  profligate,  that  history  has 
recorded,  went  the  full  length  of  an  agreement^ 
to  assassinate,  in  the  Queen's  presence,  Rizzio, 
who  was  hated,  by  the  King,  and  envied  by 
the  nobles."  Those  guilty  stipulations,  however, 

*  lb.  64.  «  lb.  GoodaU,  i.  235-33. 

■Keith's  App.   120-21  j  Goodall,  i.  225-231-33:    And 
the  declaration  of  the  Convention^  at  Dumbarton,  in  Sep- 
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were  carried  into  shocking  effect,  on  the  9th  of  ^ 
March,  then  next,  by  the  aggravated  assassi- 
nation of  Rizzio,  in  the  Queen's  closet ;  Eliza- 


gular 


[Goodall,  ii.  359.]  There  remains  a  sin- 
r  letter,  from  the  Earl  of  Morton,  anrt  I^rd  Ruthven, 
the  two  chief  ussaaBins,  to  Sir  N.  Throgmortou,  dated  from 
Berwick,  the  S(l  of  April  1 566  ;  wherein,  they  say,  "  that 
"  they  had  thought  it  meet  to  labour,  for  the  relief  of  their 
"  brethren,  [Murray  and  hia  noble  associates  in  crime]  who 
"  were  in  trouble  j  that  since  they  themaelves  were  now 
"  the  like  trouble, /or  the  relief  of  our  brethren,  and  the  reU- 
"  gion,  we  doubt  not  to  find  favour,  as  they  had  done  " 
[Goodall,  i.  264.]  We  thus,  dearly,  see,  that  Riuio  wu 
assassinated,  by  assaulling  the  Queen's  palace,  and  arresting 
the  Queen's  person  j  that  is,  murder,  and  treason,  were  j 
committed,  for  the  dogmas  of  Calvin,  and  the  return  of  Mur-  I 
ray,  with  his  associate  rebels  i  and  for  such  crimes,  tbef  I 
asked,  and  received,  protection,  from  Elizabeth,  till  she 
could  procure  their  pardon.  Murray,  and  his  associates, 
were  certainly  relieved,  by  the  odious  conduct  of  Darnley  ! 
but,  nothing  was  done,  by  them  for  him,  in  return.  The 
ultimate  object  of  tliis  shocking  conspiracy,  as  we  may  learn, 
from  Randolph,  obviously  was,  if  the  leaders  had  not  dis- 
agreed, and  the  Queen  had  not,  by  her  address,  freed  her 
husband,  and  herself,  to  have  dethroned  the  Queen,  and 
placed  her  sceptre,  in  Damley's  hands }  and  then  to  have 
lefi  him  tij  sink  under  hie  own  weakness,  and  the  publick 
indignation.  The  final  end  of  the  whole  conspiracy  waa, 
to  place  Murray  on  the  throne  : — but,  the  conspirators  were 
disappointed,  for  a  time  :  It  waa  necessary  to  have  another 
conspiracy,  and  assassination,  for  that  end,  the  great  object 


of  Murray's  ambition. 
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beth,  and  Cecil,  previously  knowing  thereof: 
In  the  midst  of  this  cruel  scene,  Murray,  and 
his  associates,  returned  to  Edinburgh,  under 
Lord  Home's  care,  by  Darniey's  order,  and 
were,  soon  after,  pardoned ;  the  Parliament 
being-  discharged,  from  attendance,  by  the 
King's  single  order."  But,  those  odious  pro- 
ceedings ended,  also,  in  Darniey's  disgrace, 
and  perhaps,  in  his  ultimate  death :  If  the 
Queen  had  died,  issueless,  during  the  dreadful 
scene  of  her  Secretary's  murder,  her  husband 
could  not  have  been  King:  For  the  crown  was 
settled,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  on  the  Duke  of 
Chattel lierault,  and  his  heirs :  Nor,  could 
Murray,  and  Ills  faction,  make  Darnley  King, 
in  opposition  to  law,  and  the  people  :  Hewould 
have  been  left,  by  those,  who  bad  deluded  him, 
like  a  whale  upon  the  strand.  We  have  now 
seen,  that  the  ambition  of  Murray  could  stoop 
to  any  villainy,  or  wickedness,  for  obtaining 
bis  guilty  ends.' 

"  Meltill's  Mtm.  65.  Murray  soon  repaired  to  the  pro- 
rogued Parliament ;  to  offer  biniself  for  trial :  But,  he  fouDil 
neither  prufif cuior,  nor  Parliament ;  and,  in  a  few  days,  be 
received,  from  the  Queen,  a  formal  pardon. 

'  it  is  curiouK  to  remark,  that  Murray,  and  Argyle,  who 
bftd  obtained  their  pardona  so  lately,  by  Kizzio's  murder, 
^tpenred  among  the  Prii^  Counsellors,  on  the  2d  of  May 
156C,  U>  whom  it  was  referred,  to  settle,  and  adfrse  the 
mode  iif  prcjcrcding  agninat  the  tuunlcruu*  rebels,  who  hud 
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When  Murray  was  about  to  leave  NewcastlCj 
for  Edinburgh,  he  wrote  to  Cecil,  that  Eliza* 
beth  should  always  find  him  one  of  the  most 
attached  men,  in  Europe.'*  The  noble  assassins 
of  Rizzio,  with  the  Earl  of  Morton,  the  Chan- 
cellor, at  their  head,  now  soug;iit  the  same 
shelter,  in  England,  which  the  noble  rebels 
had  just  left,  for  a  crime  of  a  more  odious  cast, 
than  the  rebellion  of  Murray.  Elizabeth,  from 
fiend-Ilke  hatred  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  gave 
Morton,  and  his  associate  assassins,  immediate 
shelter,  and  procured  them  ultimate  pardon, 

commUteil  that  terrible  deed.  [Keith's  App.  131]  Of  the 
hundreds,  who  were  denounced,  for  that  crime,  only  two, 
who  were  of  little  account,  were  convicted,  and  punished. 
[Arnot'fi  Crim.  TriaU.] 

t  HU  letter,  in  the  Paper  OSice,  dated  the  Sth  of  Mardt 
1565'6.  Elizabeth,  on  that  occasion,  ordei-ed  Bedford,  her 
Lieutenant,  to  pay  Murray  3001.  for  his  expenses,  to  Edin- 
burgh. But,  Bedford  wrote  the  Oueen,  on  Uie  I6lh  of 
March,  that  Murray  was  departed,  before  he  had  received 
her  pleasure,  "  for  3001.  supposed  to  be,  in  his  hands,  in 
part  of  the  ^OOOf .  sent  to  him,  to  be  lecrttiy  paid  to  the  Earl 
"  uf  Murray,  towards  his  charges,  while  he  remained,  at 
"  Newcastle  :'"  But,  he  added,  that  of  the  said  30001. 
there,  onlj,  remained  iOOl.  in  his  hands :  For,  having  paid 
lOOOl.  to  Lord  Murray,  whUe  at  Newcastle  i  and  18001.  to 
the  officers  at  Berwick,  nothing  more  than  200t.  remained. 
[Tlie  original  in  the  ra{)cr  OfBce.]  Here,  (hen,  is  complete 
evidence  of  the  money,  secretly,  received,  by  Murray,  from 
Elizabeth,  while  he  remained,  in  England. 

'  Keith,  336.     Elizabeth,  with  her  accustomed  dupticitjr* 
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The  Queen^  after  the  murder  of  her  private 
Secretary,  saved  herself,  and  Darnley,  by  in- 
ducing her  guilty  husband,  to  flee  with  her  to 
Dunbar-<;astle.  Here,  she  found  safety  till  her 
loyal  barons  could  assemble  around  her,  with 
their  men  in  arms.  She  now  returned^  in  a 
sort  of  military  triumph,  to  her  capital,  whence 
the  guilty  fled,  and  where  the  penitent  were 
pardoned.  She,  now  retired,  by  the  advice  of 
her  Privy  Council,  owing  to  the  artifices  of 
Murray,  and  Cecil,  into  Edinburgh-castle,  to 
wait,  in  security,  the  time  of  her  necessary  con- 
finement.* During  this  period,  Mary  employed 


ordered  Morton,  Ruihven>  and  the  other  assassms,  to  de- 
part, from  her  kingdom ;  yet,  allowed  them  to  lurk  about 
Alnwick,  under  Cecil's  protection,  tiU  she  obtained  their 
pardon  5  which  enabled  Morton  to  perform  even  grosser 
deeds  of  wickedness,  towards  the  Scotish  Queen,  by  mur- 
dering Damley. 

"  Keith,  385  :  She  entered  the  castle,  on  the  5th  of  April 
1566,  and  was  delivered,  on  the  1 9th  of  June,  of  James  VI. : 
Yet,  with  all  apparent  fairness,  and  even  attention  to  the 
Queen's  safety,  this  circumstance  of  her  residence,  in  Edin- 
buigh-castle,  was,  merely,  the  result  of  a  fresh  plot  of 
Murray,  and  Cecil,  who,  naturally,  supposed,  from"  the 
assassination  of  Rizzio,  in  her  presence,  by  a  thousand  stabs, 
her  child  would,  probably,  be  itill-bam,  or  be  perhaps  a 
monster,  and  that  she  might  never  rise  again,  from  child- 
bed :  Murray  9  and  Argyle,  the  two  pardoned  rebels*  the  one 
her  bastard-brother,  and  the  other  her  brother-in-law^  with 
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herself,  in  recoDciling  her  irascible  nobles  to 
each  other.  She,  who  bad  received  offence,  and 
injury,  from  ao  many,  easily  reconciled  her 
temper  to  her  duty.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
reconcile  Darnley  to  himself,  though  he  lived 
amicably,  with  his  wife,  in  the  quiet  of  the 
castle ;  as  she  never  meutioned  to  him,  her 
sense  of  bis  misconduct,  and  crime,  or  pursued 
his  father,  for  his  treason.  The  nobles,  easily, 
assumed  the  appearance  of  i-econciliation  with 
each  other.  But,  Murray,  after  the  disavowal 
of  Darnley,  never  could  enjoy,  with  him,  "  the 
"  sweet  intercoui'se  of  looks,  and  smiles,"  till 
the  bowstring  closed  the  piteous  life  of  the 
wretched  King.  It  is  curious  to  remark,  that 
after  the  general  reconcilement,  of  all  the 
nobles,  none  but  Argyle,  and  Murray,  who 
were  so  lately  pardoned,  slept,  within  the  castle. 
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Darnley,  her  liusbtind,  were  the  only  persons  of  consequence, 
vrhich  were  allowed  lo  remain,  in  the  castle,  with  her :  If 
the  Queen  should  die,  as  they  supposed  most  likely,  Murray, 
and  Ai^le,  would  seize  the  castle,  as  a  great  step  towards 
the  throne.  RAndoIph  was  ordered,  to  remain  in  Berwick, 
to  wait  the  issue  of  those  speculations,  ready  to  d:irt  upon 
Edinbui^h,  for  supporting  Murray's  pretensions  to  the 
crown.  Elizabeth  was,  in  the  secret  of  this  plot;  and  con- 
fidently expected  some  fatal  accident  to  the  Scoiish  Queen  : 
Mence,  her  disappointment,  and  chagrin,  when  she  henni  of 
Mary's  safe  delivery  of  a  fine  boy.  L'l'his  plot  is  detailed, 
in  Randulpli's  dispatches  lo  Cecil] 
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The  chiefs  of  the  Hamiltoos,  were  in  exile, 
owiag  to  the  egre^oiis  folly  of  the  duke.  And 
it  IB  apparent,  if  any  fatal  accident  had  hap- 
pened to  the  Queen,  in  child-bed,  that  Murray, 
being  in  possession  of  Ed  in  burgh- castle,  would 
have  seized  her  sceptre,  which  Cecil  would  have 
proved,  to  be  legitimately  his,  and  Elizabeth 
would  have  recognised,  as  his  genuine  right,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  statute,  entailing  the  crown  on 
Arran,  and  virtually  denying  the  illicit  preten- 
sions of  the  bastard  Murray,  though  twice 
legitimated. 

The  Queen,  however,  was  happily  delivered 
of  her  son,  who  was  destined  to  be  James  VI. 
This  event,  which  was  important  in  itself,  de- 
prived the  duke  of  the  second  place,  in  the 
kingdom;  and  by  interposing  an  heir  to  the 
crown,  obliged  Murray,  to  change  the  whole 
plan  of  his  future  steps,  towards  the  first  place, 
in  a  (Uatracted  government.'  Murray,  though 
no  longer  the  Queen's  minion,  continued  an 
assiduous  courtier,  to  watch,  with  the  Secretary, 


'  Melvilt,  in  hU  Mfm.  67.  lelts  a  story  of  Huntley,  and 
Lesle}-,  the  Biihop  of  Rom,  so licitiag  the  Queen  to  imprison 
Hurray,  as  her  time  approached  ;  but,  that  she  refused,  and 
told  the  tale  to  Mtirray.  The  policy  of  the  Queen,  at  this 
period,  OS  we  have  seen,  was  to  coociliate,  and  not  to  irri- 
tate. Sir  Janies  Mclvill,  or  liia  editor,  often  misplacea 
events,  and  miaconccivca  purposes. 
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the  passino^  scene.  After  the  late  tempestuous 
Beason,  Elizabeth  seemed  wilting  to  make  fair 
weather,  with  the  Scotish  Queen.  And  Murray, 
the  spaniel  of  Elizabeth,  constantly,  crouched, 
to  lick  the  hand,  that  chastised  him.  All,  but 
Darnley,  seemed  to  have  been  willing  to  be 
quiet,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  halcyon 
year  of  James's  birth.  Now  appeared  a  new 
pretender  to  the  crown  !  It  did  not  require  the 
penetration  of  Cecil,  or  of  Murray,  Maitland, 
and  Morton,  how  easy  it  would  be,  to  proclaim 
thebaby  James,  as  king;  and  thus  create  the 
necessity  of  a  regent. 

When  the  Queen's  period  of  confinement  wa*' 
passed,  she  went  along  the  Forth  to  Alloa-house, 
attended  by  Murray,  Mar,  and  other  nobles; 
but  Darnley  chose  to  go  by  land  ;  as  he  liked 
not  to  be  in  the  same  ship  with  Murray.  It 
was  here,  that  Secretary  Maitland  was  allowed 
to  wait  upon  the  Queen  ;  having  obtained  hU 
pardon,  for  his  participation,  in  Rizzio's  mur- 
der, by  the  influence  of  Athol,  and  Murray,  in 
opposition  to  the  interest  of  Bothwell,  and 
Darnley."  This  is  an  important  fact,  for  check- 
ing the  current  of  calumny,  which  had  been  so 
much  distributed,  through  the  country,  con- 
cerning tlie  influence  of  liothwell,  at  that  me- 
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-  Keith,  345. 
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morable  period,  when  he  had  obviously  less  im- 
portance, in  theQueen's  mind,  than  Athol,  much 
less,  than  Murray. 

After  the  court's  return,  from  Alloa,  a  sort  of 
dclaircissement  took  place  between  Darnley, 
and  Murray,  which,  only,  heightened  the  en- 
mity, between  two  ambitious  men,  who  aimed 
at  the  same  object.'  At  the  same  time,  the  old 
grudges  broke  out,  in  the  Queen's  presence,  be- 
tween Murray,  and  Bothwell,  on  account  of 
Secretary  Maitland,  who  was  protected  [)y  Mur- 
ray/ The  Queen  soon  after  went  into  Peeble- 
shire,  for  the  amusement  of  hunting,  accompa- 
nied, by  Darnley,  by  Huntley,  by  Murray,  and 
by  other  nobles.  Soon  after  their  return,  the 
Queen  carried  the  infant   prince  to  Stirling.' 

'  See  ihe  News  from  Scotland,  in  Robertson's  /tpp.  p.  435. 

*  See  the  same  intimations  of  News  from  Scotland,  which 
are  very  important,  when  we  have  deducted  the  exaggera- 
tions of  faction ;  as  they  show  the  renewnient  of  enmities, 
between  Darnley  and  Murray,  and  Bothwell  and  Murray,  in 
August  1566  :  "  During  the  altercations,  between  Murray, 
Bad  Bothwell,  the  Queen  spoke  nothing,  hut,  hcfird  both." 
lb.  43fi.  Let  it  be  remembered,  also,  that  Bothwell,  and 
Maitlajid,  were  constant  enemies  ;  on  account  of  their  ha- 
bitual competition,  for  the  casualties  of  the  crown,  in  the 
lOUthem  districts. 

f  Id.;  Keith,  345  :  The  Queen  was,  at  Stirling,  on  the  S2d 
of  September  1566,  with  the  prince,  her  son,  "  who  b  a  very 
fine  child,"  said  the  aged  Le  Croc,  "  and  thrives  so  well, 

VOL.  111.  Q 
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Here^  the  Queen^  and  her  court,  remained  till 
the  end  of  September,  when  she  returned  to 
Edinburgh,  on  account  of  the  publick  business. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  court,  at  Edin- 
burgh, Darnley*s  purpose  was  declared,  by  his 
fieither,  of  leaving  his  wife,  and  son,  and  depart- 
ing the  kingdom  :  The  reality  of  his  design,  and 
the  causes  of  it,  were  examined  by  the  Privy 
Council ;  when  he  could  not  charge  the  Queen 
with  any  cause  of  offence ;  but,  intimated  his 
hatred  of  certain  lords,  including  Murray,  and 
Maitland,  as  the  real  causes  of  his  discontent, 
which  he  was  ashamed  to  avow.'  The  Queen 
endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  conciliate  so  wayward 
a  husband,  who  was  discontented  with  himself, 
rather  more  than  with  others ;  and  who  now, 
by  his  discontent,  and  absence,  from  the  Queen, 
and  court,  brought  on  his  own  ruin  ;  from  the 
secret  machinations  of  those,  with  Murray  at^ 
their  head,  who  saw  his  enmity,  which  rankled, 
in  their  hearts.  On  that  occasion,  Murray  con- 
ciliated Bothwell ;  so  as  to  draw  him,  from  the 

that  against  the  time  of  his  christening,  the  godfathers  will 
feel  the  weight  of  hiftn,  in  their  arms."    Keiths  345. 

*  Keith,  350  :  In  the  continued  practice  of  calumny,  it 
is  always  said,  that  Damley  came  to  visit  the  Queen ;  but, 
was  repulsed :  It  was  the  constant  appearance  of  Murray, 
and  Maitland,  about  the  Queen,  which  repulsed  Damley^ 
who  could  not  look  upon  them. 
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doty,  wliich  he  owed  to  the  laws,  to  the  guilty 
concert  of  Murray,  and  his  faction. 

An  attention  to  the  border  turbulence,  had 
for  some  time,  determined  the  Queen,  and  her 
court,  to  hold  Justice-airs,  at  Jedburgh.  On 
the  8th  of  October  156G,  the  Queen,  attended 
by  Murray,  who  seems  never  to  have  left  her, 
and  her  officers  of  state,  and  of  law,  set  out,  for 
Jedburgh,  on  the  constitutional  object  of  hold- 
ing Justice-courts.  It  was,  on  that  occasion, 
that  Bothwell,  the  Queen's  Lieutenant  on  the 
borders,  was  wounded,  by  Elliot  of  Park,  when 
Bothwell  attempted  to  enter  Hermitage-castle, 
to  the  possession  of  which,  EiUot  had  some 
chiim.  This  happened  on  the  8th  of  October. 
Oo  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  the  Queen  rode 
from  Jedburgh  to  that  castle,  and  returned  the 
same  evening;  being  a  journey  of  about  forty 
English  miles.  On  the  morrow,  she  was  taken 
ill  of  a  dangerous  fever,  which  had  almost  proved 
fatal.  On  that  emergency,  the  nobles,  the  pre- 
lates, and  officers  of  state,  who  were  then  pre- 
sent, resolved  to  remain  together,  till  they 
should  arrive  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  there  to  hold 
aconvention,  which  might  provide  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  Had  the  Queen 
demised,  the  administration  of  affairs,  would 
have  fallen  upon  Murray,  in  the  name  of  the 
infant  king ;    the  heir  piesumptive  being,  in 
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France  ;  and  Darnley,  and  Lennox,  having  no 
influence,  in  the  state.  But,  from  the  26th  of 
October,  the  Queen  began  to  recover,  gradually; 
while  the  privy  counsellors  continued  to  per-^ 
form  their  functions,  at  Jedburgh,  from  the  9th 
of  October  to  the  8th  of  November  1566,  when 
they  adjourned  to  Kelso,  in  continuation  of  the 
publick  business.  The  nobles,  the  prelates,  and 
law-officers,  who  continued  so  long  to  admi- 
nister publick  justice,  were  :  the  Earls  of  Hunt- 
ley^ Murray,  Bothwell^  Athol^  Rothes,  and 
Cathness ;  the  Bishops  of  Galloway^  Cathness, 
and  Orkney;  Secretary  Mai tland,  the  Trea- 
surer, the  Clerk  Register,  and  the  Justice  Clerk. 
Tins  specification  supplies  a  satisfisictory  answer 
to  the  calumnies^  with  regard  to  the  Queen's 
conduct^  on  that  occasion,  as  if  she  had  sacri- 
ficed more  to  Both  well's  advantage,  than  to  the 
public  service.  After  sitting  two  days,  at  Kelso^ 
the  Queen  set  out,  with  her  whole  court,  as 
well  as  the  country  people^  along  the  Tweed 
towards  Berwick :  And^  she  proceeded  thence 
to  Dunbar^  on  the  15th :  and  to  Craigmillar- 
castle^  near  Edinburgh,  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber 1566.*     On  that  progress^   Bothwell,  as 


*  In  the  Paper  Office  th^ere  is  a  letter  to  the  Privy  Coundl 
of  Bngland,  dated  from  Dunbar^  on  the  18th  of  November, 
signed  by  Huntley»  Bothwell,  and  Murray.    Keith,  354-5. 
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sheriff  of  the  three  shires,  through  which  the 
Queen,  and  her  court,  were  to  pass,  attended 
on  both :  But,  it  was  Murray,  and  Maitland, 
who  chietly  conducted  the  publick  business, 
throughout  the  Queen's  journey. 

Soon  after  the  Queen's  return  to  Craigmillar- 
castie.  Secretary  Maitland,  and  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  opened  to  the  Queen  the  well-known 
project  of  her  divorce  from  Darnley,  During 
that  profligate  age,  Murray,  and  Maitland, 
grounded  that  project,which  meant  much  more, 
than  it  meotioned,  on  the  absurd  conduct  of 
Darnley,  and  Lennox,  since  the  murder  of 
Bizzio,   notwithstanding  the  Queen's  endea- 
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App.  136.  This  shows,  that  the  Queen,  and  Bothwell,  were 
DOt  then  alone,  at  Dunbar.  In  the  same  office,  there  is  a 
letter,  from  Secretary  Maitland,  to  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
dBt«donthel9thofNovember,  at Whittingham.  Keith, 355. 
There  is  an  epistolary  journal  of  Secretary  Maitland,  dated, 
at  Whittingham,  on  the  19th  of  November  :  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  Queen's  progress,  homewards  ;  and  saying,  that 
she  was  accompanied,  on  that  progress,  with  800,  or  1000 
horse.  KeiUi,  353-4.  It  was  rather  audacious,  in  Buchanan 
to  assert,  in  his  feigned  journal  of  the  Queen's  progress, 
that  the  perfurmed  that  tour  with  onli/  Bothicell,  in  her  eom- 
paay.  And,  it  was  still  more  audacious,  in  Murray,  who,  as 
her  chief  adviser,  accompanied  the  Queen  on  her  whole 
journey,  from  the  8tb  of  October  to  the  30th  of  November, 
and  knew  tlie  foots,  to  give  Buchanan's  forged  journal,  in 
pi-idence,  to  the  Privy  Council  of  England.  Of  this  forged 
journal,  there  is  a  copy,  in  Anderson's  Col.  ii. 
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vours,  to  reclaim  her  husband ;  on  Darnley's 
avowed  enmity  to  Murray,  Maitland,  and  other 
nobles ;  on  the  desire  of  Murray,  and  Maitland, 
by  such  extraordinary  means,  to  obtain  the 
pardon,  and  recal,  of  the  expatriated  Morton, 
and  his  guilty  associates.  This  nefarious  de- 
sign, which  seems  to  have  been  preceded,  by  a 
rumour,  however  false,  that  the  Queen  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Pope,  for  a  divorce,  from  her 
husband,  was  proposed  to  the  Queen,  and  com- 
municated, by  Murray,  and  Maitland,  to  the 
Earls  of  Huntley,  Argyle,  and  Bothwell,  for 
their  assent:  But,  the  Queen  would,  scarcely, 
hear  their  proposal,  as  it  might  spot  her  ho- 
nour ;  and  she  forbade  them  to  proceed  in  such 
a  measure,  with  more  firmness,  than  they  ex- 
pected, in  the  circumstances,  wherein  she  stood 
with  her  husband  :  And  Argyle,  and  Huntley, 
at  a  fiiture  day,  revealed,  by  a  written  declara- 
tion, the  whole  detail  of  this  conspiracy,  by 
Murray,  Maitland,  and  Bothwell.^    Huntley, 

*  See  the  declaration  of  Huntley,  and  Argyle,  in  Ander- 
son's Col.  iv. ;  in  Keith's  Jpp.  136;  in  Goodall's  Examin. 
ii.  306-22  ;  and,  also,  the  declaration  of  the  19  nobles  and 
1 6  prelates,  which  met  in  convention  at  Dunbarlon .  [Good- 
all,  ii.  361 :  and  Camden's  HUl.  Etiz.  Transt.  92-]  Murray 
made  a  frivolous  answer  lo  timt  charge;  cont^ning  little 
more  than  a  general  denial.  Buchanan,  with  hia  usual  dis- 
regard of  truth,  §aya,  inhi&  forged  journal,  "  ihcy  both  [the 
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and  Argyle,  very  justly  inferred^  as  every  con- 
siderate person  must  ever  conclude^  that  since 
the  project  of  a  divorce  was  rejected^  by  the 
Queen^  the  design  of  destroying  Damley^  by 
the  flagitious  hand  of  Bothwell^  was  then  re- 
solved on,  by  Murray^  and  Maitland :  And^  the 
convention    of   nobles^  and   prelates^   before 
mentioned^  also^  drew  the  same  conclusion^ 
from  the  whole  circumstances  of  that  singular 
proposal^  by  Murray^  and  M^tland^  who  were 
in  the  guilty  habit  of  such  dangerous  conspi- 
racies.   Murmy  himself^  from  the  feebleness 
of  his  defence^  against  the  charge  of  Huntley^ 
and  Argyle,  seems  to  admit  the  fitness  of  their 
inference^  that  he  was  a  mover^  in  the  murder 
of  Darhley ;  as  he  was^  undoubtedly^  the  chief 
gainer^  by  that  odious  deed/ 

Soon  after  that  memorable  transaction^  at 
Craigmillar-castle^  which  led  to  such  mighty 
consequences^  Mary  removed,  with  her  court, 
to  Stirling,  preparatory  to  the  baptism  of  her 


Queeo,  and  fiothwell J  returned  to  Craigmillar ;  and  began 
to  reason  upon  the  divorce,  betwixt  her,  and  her  husband  "  The 
fsLCt  13,  that  Bothwell,  as  he  was  now  a  conspirator  with 
Murray^  and  Maitland,  against  Damley,  seconded  Maitland, 
when  that  proposal  was  made  to  the  Queen,  in  the  presence 
of  Murray. 

^  See  the  Subsidiary  Documents  to  the  first  Memoir,  in 
the  second  volume. 
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son.  The  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  was  to  repre- 
sent Elizabeth,  at  this  ceremony,  received  his 
passport,  and  entered  Scotland,  on  the  8th  of 
December.^  The  prince  was  baptized,  by  the 
name  of  James  Charles,  in  the  chapel  of  Stir- 
Hog-castle,  by  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews, 
according  to  the  ritual  of  Rome,  on  the  17th 
of  the  same  month  of  December  1566.*  The 
Queen  conducted  herself,  admirably,  through- 
out the  whole  ceremony;  while  the  king,  who 
did  not  attend  the  baptism  of  his  own  sod, 
behaved  ^Tith  his  accustomed  absurdity. 

But,  during  the  ceremony,  Bedford,  Murray, 
and  other  reformed  lords,  would  not,  by  enter- 
ing the  chapel,  defile  their  puritanick  eyes,  with 
witnessing  what  Bedford  had  been  sent  to  wit- 
ness. Meantime,  Murray,  and  Bedford,  and 
other  nobles,  occupied  themselves,  about  what 
was,  in  their  minds,  of  much  more  importance, 
than  christening  the  prince,  who  was  deetioedf 

'  As  to  his  behaviour,  on  that  occasion,  he  was  instructed, 
to  govern  himself,  so  as  Ghould  be  meet  for  Ebzaheth's  ho- 
nour, and  Mary's  pleasure ;  yet,  so  as  to  avoiil  such  things, 
as  be  against  your  conscience,  and  contrary  to  the  rtligion  : 
"  'Tig  best  to  imitate  the  example  of  Murrai/,  and  the  other 
lords  of  the  same  religion,  for  which  they  have  the  permia- 
sioD  of  that  queen."  Keith,  356. 

<  See  Ijc  Croc's  letter,  from  Stirling,  of  the  S3d  of  Dec, 
1566,  {Id.} 
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by  them,  to  circumvent  his  mother,  by  a  strange 
sequence  of  circumstances,  and  finally  to  be 
the  King  of  Great  Britmn  :  They  laboured,  suc- 
cessfully, to  obtain  the  pardon  of  Morton,  and 
the  other  murderers  of  Rizzio.  At  Christmas 
1566,  the  forgiving  Queen  yielded  to  so  general 
a  sohcitation,  in  favour  of  those  unworthy  mis- 
creants :  And,  all  but  George  Douglas,  who 
stabbed  Rizzio  over  the  Queen's  shoulder,  and 
Andrew  Kerr,  who  presented  a  pistol  to  her 
bosom,  were  now  pardoned.'  Cecil,  and  Eliza- 
beth, had  protected  Morton,  and  the  other 
murderers  of  Rizzio  :  and  tbey  now,  above  all 
others,  contributed  to  obtiun  their  pardons. 
Next  to  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  in  efficacy  of  per- 
suasion over  the  Queen  of  Scots,  was  Murray, 
her  brother,  and  adviser,  who  had  still  more 
influence  over  her  spirit,  than  any  of  the  Scotish 
nobles,  beyond  compare.  Darnley  seems  to 
have  opposed  this  noted  measure.  Having  thus 
obtained  so  great  an  object,  Bedford  made  a 
progress,  from  Stirling,  through  the  congenial 
county  of  Fife,  along  with  Murray,  and  his 
friends,  who  repaid,  now,  what  they  had    re- 


4 


'There  is  a  letter,  in  the  Paper  Office,  from  Bedford  to 
Cecil,  dal«(l  the  30th  of  December  1566,  which  shows,  in 
oppoaitioD  to  the  calutunics  of  tlie  Scotish  historians,  by 
whom  thoee  pardons  were  obtained,  which  has  been  slresdy 
ijiiofcit 
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ceived,  formerly,  from  Bedford,  during  the  sad 
days  of  their  long^  expatriation.*  Of  his  enter- 
tainment, in  Fife,  Bedford  informed  Cecil,  by 
the  same  letter  :  "  I  have  now  been  these  six, 
or  eight  days,  at  St.  Andrews,  and  other  places 
of  Fife,  with  my  Lord  of  Murray,  who  hath, 
by  himself,  or  by  his  friends,  used  me,  with 
much  honour,  great  cheer,  and  courteous  enter- 
tainment ;  and  so,  must  I  now  draw  homeward, 
as  fast,  as  I  can." 

The  Queen,  meanwhile,  made  some  short  ex- 
cursions, to  Drymen,  and  TuUibarden,  after  the 
fatigues  of  the  baptism,  and  the  vexation  of 
her  husband's  waywardness.  Robertson,  who 
was  ignorant  of  facts,  reprehends  the  Queen,  for 
seeking  amusement,  abroad,  while  her  husband 
lay  dangerously  ill  of  whatever  disease.  Darnley, 
who  was  as  ignorant  of  policy,  as  of  his  own 
interests,  was  one  of  the  few,  who  opposed  the 
pardon  of  Morton,  and  his  guilty  associates  in 
crime:''  And  the  Queen's  pardon,  afler  such 


•  Id. 

"  Bedford  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  9th  of  Jatmnry  1566-7', 
after  his  return  to  Berwick;  having  left  Edinburgb,  on  the 
6th  :  "  The  Earl  of  Morton,  having  now  ubtained  bU  par- 
don, (loth  think  bim:je1f  much  beholden  unto  you,  far  your 
favour  and  good  will  therein.  There  were  lome,  that  sought, 
to  hinder  the  same,  all  that  they  could,  [Darnley.]  But,  his 
friends  BO  stuck  tu  it,  uii  hi?  behalf,  ns  (irevniled  therein :  In 
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solicitations,  of  the  assassins  of  Bizzio,  was 
the  signal  for  Darnley,  to  leave  the  court :  He 
only  went  to  visit  his  father,  at  Glasgow,  where 
the  small  pox,  unhappily,  prevailed;  and  he 
was  "iostantlytaken  with  the  infection."  Mary, 
as  a  wife,  and  a  mother,  who  had  her  infant  to 
watch  over,  did  better  than  repair  to  Glasgow, 
knowing  the  nature  of  her  husband's  disease  : 
she  sent  her  own  physician,  to  take  care  of  him.' 
So  different  are  the  certainties  of  feet,  from  the 
intimations  of  falsehood  I 

There  is  another  transaction,  of  some  conse- 
quence, which  the  Scotish  historiaas  are,  con- 
tinually, misrepresenting:  and  which  was  thus 
plainly  stated,  by  Bedford  to  Cecil  :*  "  The 
Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  had  of  late  obtained, 
of  this  Queen's  hand,  authority  to  use  a  certaia 
jurisdiction,  in  divers  cases,  according  to  the 
Canon  laws ;  and  meant,  therefore,  to  have 
erected  his  court,  at  Edinburgh,  which,  because 
it  was  found,  to  be  contraiy  to  the  religion^ 


the  which,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  like  a  true  frienJ,  joined 
with  iny  Lord  of  Murray ;  so  Jid  Athol,  and  others."  [In 
the  Paper  Office.]  Sec  how  differently  MelviU,  or  hia  inter- 
palntor,  speaks,  in  his  Mem,  76-7. 

'  Bedford's  letter  of  the  9th  of  January  1 6B6-7.  Birrel's 
Diary,  6.     Drury's  letter  to  Cecil  from  Berwick,  soon  after. 

"  In  hii  above-mentioned  tetter  of  the  9th  of  January 
15fi6-7. 
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and  therefore,  not  liked  of,  by  the  townsmen  ; 
at  the  suit  of  my  Lord  of  Murray,  [not  Both- 
well]  the  Queen  was  pleased  to  revoke  that, 
which  she  had  before  granted,  to  the  said 
bishop."  It  was  the  ecclesiastical  court  of 
ancient  authority,  which  the  Archbishop  at- 
tempted, about  the  time  of  the  baptism,  to 
restore  ;  and  which  the  Queen  now  suppressed, 
on  the  solicitation  of  Murray,  who  thus  appears 
to  have  regained  his  former  authority  over  the 
Queen's  councils.' 

It  is  unquestionably  of  great  importance  to 
the  interests  of  truth  ;  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  every  reader,  to  rest  a  moment  here,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  year  1566,  and  the  beginning 
of  the  subsequent ;  that  it  should  be  clearly  as- 
certained, who  had  the  influence  of  the  Queen, 
and  government,  at  that  memorable  epoch. 
With  regard  to  the  Queen's  family :  she  was 
no  doubt  influenced  by  her  women,  and,  still 
more  by  her  medical  men.  Darnley,  at  that 
period,  lay  at  his  father's  house,  at  Glasgow, 
sick  of  the  small-pox  and  in  the  care  of  the 
Queen's  physician.  The  government  was  chiefly 
managed  by  Murray,  and  by  Maitland,  the 
Secretary,  one   of  the  ablest,  and  basest  men 


'  If  we  w«re  to  believe  the  interpolated  Memoirs  of  Md 
rill,  76-7,  "  Bolhwell  now  ruled  all  at  court." 
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of  that  age,  while  the  offices  of  state  were  chiefly 
filled  by  Murray's  creatures.  Huntley,  indeed, 
was  Chancellor,  though  without  much  in- 
fluence ;  as  be  seems  not  to  have  had  much 
ability,  or  experience.  The  Justice-general  was 
Argyle,  the  brother-in-law  of  MuiTay,  with 
influence,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men, 
whom  he  could  raise.""  Bothwell,  according  to 
Melvill,  ruled  ail  at  court ;  and  Robertson,  who 
relies  on  this  corrupt  authority,  without  quot- 
ing it,  is  quite  indignant,  that  the  Queen  should 
allow  Bothwell,  to  have  so  much  ascendency 
over  her ;  But,  do  we  see  him  acting,  with 
any  such  ascendency  ?  Yes ;  he  threw  in  his 
feeble  voice,  in  favour  of  Morton's  pardon,  as 
he  expected  aid,  from  him,  in  return,  when  his 
countenance  would  be  important.  It  was 
Murray's  influence,  which  chiefly  obtained 
Morton's  return  ;  as  we  may  learn  from  Bed- 
ford, who  saw  what  he  relates.  We  perceive 
Murray,  soon  after,  put  an  end,  by  his  Influ- 
ence, with  the  Queen,  to  the  Archbishop's  com- 
mission. On  the  28th  of  December  1566,  we 
may  see  the   Queen  in  correspondence  with 


"  RichardsoD,  the  Treamreri  Sir  James  Balfour,  the 
Clerk  Register;  Sir  John  Bellenden,  the  Justice  Clerk; 
Spens,  the  Queen's  AJrocate ;  and  David  Forest,  the  Geoe- 
nl  of  the  mint,  were,  mostly,  all  creatures  oi  Murray. 
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Murray,  but  not  with  Dothwell :"  The  feet, 
then,  confutes  the  calumny.  On  the  10th  of 
January  1566-7,  we  may  observe  Murray,  sit- 
ting in  the  Privy  Council,  which  was  then  held, 
at  Stirling ;  and  which  advised  "  provision,  for 
the  sustentation  of  the  ministei-s,  in  Burrows."" 
And,  above  all,  we  may  perceive,  a  most  im- 
portant grant  to  Murray,  from  the  King,  and 
Queen,  on  the  31st  of  January  1566-7,  only  ten 
days,  before  Darniey's  murder.'  We  may 
from  those  circumstances,  see,  then,  that  Mur- 
ray was  the  Queen's  chief  minister,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  fatal  year  1567. 

The  Queen  remained,  at  Stirling,  till  the 
13th  ;  and  came  to  Edinburgh,  with  the  Prince, 
on  the  14th  of  January  1567,  being  perfectly 


I 


■■  In  the  Treuurer'8  books  of  the  38th  of  December,  there 
Is  a  charge  of  12«.  paid  to  a  boy,  paaging,  from  Stirliug, 
with  close  writings  of  our  sovereign's  to  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
in  St,  Audrewa. 

"  Keith,  570.  But,  Bothwell  was  not  present,  with  the 
other  Privy-counsellors ;  He  was,  about  that  lime,  on  a 
visit  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  at  Whitdngham,  to  engage  that 
daring  man,  in  the  murder  of  Darnley. 

'  Prjc^  Seal  Reg,  xxxvi.  p.  1.  It  wa<  to  enable  Murray, 
to  raise  money  on  his  abbeys,  and  estates }  as  his  nuoierous 
faction  was  a  conatant  drain  upon  his  income,  great  as  it 
was  :  He  pretended,  indeed,  to  have  enibarnissed  bis  reve- 
nue, by  attending  the  court,  on  the  Queen'»  aOiiirs. 
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acquainted  with  the  progress  of  Darnley*s  dis- 
ease^ from  the  information  of  her  physician. 

Meantime^  many  disquieting  reports  were 
propagated^  in  Scotland^  England^  and  in 
France :  It  was  said^  at  Glasgow,  and  at  Edin- 
burgh^ that  Darnley  intended^  to  seize  thie 
prince^  to  cause  him  to  be  crowned^  and  to  go- 
vern^ in  his  name.  But^  Mary^  though  she 
saw  the  purpose  of  this  report^  and  caused 
several  persons  to  be  examined^  could  not  trace 
it  to  its  malignant  source.  Rumours  of  a  still 
more  terrifick  kind^  importing  somegreat  explo- 
sion^ were  propagated^  at  Paris.  Secrets^ 
which  are  intrusted  to  several^  can  seldom  be 
kept.  It  had,  indeed,  been  early  foreseen,  and 
foretold,  after  the  arrival  of  Darnley^  in  Scot- 
land, that  a  prince,  who  showed  his  JrownSf 
oftener  than  his  smiles,  could  not  live  long 
among  such  a  people.  It  appeared,  plainly,  to 
those  statesmen,  on  the  continent,  who  obtain 
political  knowledge,  from  conjecturing  what 
must  necessarily  happen,  by  comparison  of 
circumstances,  that  Darnley,  with  such  man- 
ners, and  vices,  of  character,  could  not  exist 
amidst  nobles,  who  were  irascible,  and  fierce ; 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  plots,  and  in  the  prac- 
tice of  assassination ;  who,  with  many  pretences 
of  religion,  possessed  none  of  the  principles  of 
morals :  Those  various  reports  had  been  spread. 
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by  Murray's  faction,  to  cover  their  real  design. 
Yet,  whatever  might  have  been  the  causes  of 
dissatisfaction,  which  the  Queen  may  have  had, 
with  the  King.herhusband.they  did  not  prevent 
her,  from  accepting  his  desire  of  reconcilement, 
or  from  bringing  him,  from  Glasgow,  as  sooa 
as  he  could  bear,  such  a  journey,  at  such  a 
season.''  For  that  end,  sheset  out,  from  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  24th  of  January  1566-7,  in  the 
afternoon,  and  arrived,  on  the  subsequent  day, 
at  Glasgow.  She  left  that  city,  with  Darnley, 
on  the  27th  of  the  same  month ;  arrived  at 
Linlithgow,  on  the  iSth ;  and  they  came  to 
Edinburgh,  on  the  31st,  when  he  was  carried 
to  a  lodging,  which  had  been  provided  for  him, 
in  Kirk-a-field,  within  the  southern  suburbs.' 

The  King,  and  Queen's  reconcilement,  and 
her  desire  of  pleasing  him,  had  been  remarked. 


1  See  her  letter  of  the  %0th  January  1566-7  to  her  am- 
bassador, in  Paris,  in  Keith's  Pre/,  viii,;  The  proofe  of  her 
recoocileinent,  at  that  period,  with  her  husband,  are  quite 
satisfactory,  What  more  could  a  reconcilement  be  with 
auch  a  prince,  than  a  promise  to  live  with  her,  aa  became  a 
husband  of  bis  rank?  "God  knows  (said  she,  in  her  letter 
of  the  20th  of  January  1566-7)  our  part  always  towards 
him  1  and  his  behaviour,  and  tbankftilness,  towards  us,  nre 
equally  well  known  to  God,  and  the  world." 

'  The  records  ascertain  those  dates,  which  cannot 
of  any  reasonable  doubt. 


I 
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at  Glasgow,  and  still  more,  in  Kirk-a-ficid : 
And  the  QueeD,  who  had  refused  to  be  divorced 
from  him,  in  the  preceding  Deceniher,  now  ex- 
pected, probably,  some  years  I'epose,  with  her 
wayward  husbands  But,  what  expectations 
could  she  entertain,  among  a  credulous  people, 
and  amidst  statesmen  of  unbounded  profligacy'. 
The  conspiracy  against  Darnley's  life,  wliich 
had  been  first  thought  on,  by  Maitland,  and 
Murray,  at  Michaelmas  preceding ;  resolved 
on,  during  the  Justice-airs,  at  Jedburgh ;  and 
matured,  about  the  beginning  of  December ; 
was  carried  into  full  effect,  in  the  night  between 
the  9th  and  10th  of  February  1566-7.  Murray, 
who  had  the  greatest  interest,  in  the  effect 
of  this  plot,  was  the  chief  of  the  conspirators; 
Maitland,  the  Secretary,  was  the  contriver 
of  the  plan,  which  went  the  full  length  of  dis- 
patching Darnley,  and  dethroning  the  Queen; 
Morton,  the  most  audacious,  and  wicked  of 
mankind,  engaged  to  support  them,  in  destroy- 
ing an  enemy  ;  and  the  execution  of  so  base  a 
deed  was  assigned  to  Bothwell,  who  was  hated 
by  them,  and  who  was  to  be  rewarded  with  the 
Queen's  marriage ;  so  that  this  well-conceived 
conspiracy  was  intended  to  ruin  both.  Both- 
well,  who  was  to  be  made  the  scape  -  goat, 
and  the  Queen,  who  was  to  he  dethroned.  By 
matchless  artifice,  this  detail  of  villainy  was, 

VOL.  III.  It 
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completely,  executed.    The  death  of  Darnley, 
which   was   superintended,  by  Bothwell,  Was 
involved  in  mystery,  by  strangling  the  devoted 
object,  with  the  servant,  who  slept  in  the  same 
apartment,  and  by  blowing  up  the  house  with 
gunpowder.     Murray,  whose  sanctity  of  man-  I 
ners,  required  many  observances,  went,  from 
Edinburgh,  into  Fife,  on  a  visit  to  his  wife,  on 
the  day,  before  that  shocking  event ;  and  he'  I 
had  made  some  preparations  for  war.'     Mor-  | 
ton,  the  Earls  of  Bothwell,  and  Murray,  were 
immediately  said,  to  have  been  the  perpetra- 
tors of  that  odious  crime."    Yet,  at  so  critical  i 
a  moment,  Murray  did  uot  remain  long  ab- 
sent, from  Edinburgh.     He  continued  to  act,  ] 
as  the  Queen's  principal  adviser,  throughout  1 
the  two  subsequent  months,  [9th  Feb.  to  9th  ! 
April]  of  suspicion,  and  recrimination,  of  pri- 
vate informations,  and  publick  charges." 


'  Lesley's  Defence.   1569,  p.  44;  Keith,  S65.     Ue  tu^  J 
ntreailj'  writleo  to  Secretary  Cecil,  for  bows,  arrows,  f 
quivers,  which  were  sent,  under  Elizabeth's  wamtDt,  doted  .< 
the  13Ih  of  February  1563-7,  which  was  founded  oi 
suit  of  the  Earl  of  Murray."    Harj.  MSS.  889.f.  9S. 

'  Keith,  365. 

"  The  poblick  business  of  the  Scotbh  government  waa  ] 
then  conducted,  by  Secretary  Maillanil,  under  the  general  J 
supcrin tendance  of  Murray.  On  the  8(h  of  Miirch  1567,J 
wlien  Murray  wiis  to  give  a  dinnei  to  K>Uegrexv,  wl 
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But,  the  time  was  at  hand,  when  Murray, 
according  to  his  practice,  was  to  absent  him- 
self, from  Scotland,  as  he  knew,  that  scenes 
were  to  be  acted,  in  which  he  could  not  parti* 
cipate,  without  loss  of  character.     He  easily 
obtained  the  Queen's  license  for  travelling  into 
England,  and  into  France.     He  left  his  affairs, 
in  the  hands  of  Morton,  and  Maitland :     He 
endeavoured  to  conciliate  Huntley ;  and  on  the 
9th  of  April  1567,  he  set  out,  from  Edinbui^h, 
for  Lfondon,  and  Paris.     In   his  conference, 
with  Secretary  Cecil,  he  appears  to  have  com-p 


sent  by  Elizabeth,  to  condole  with  Mary,  he  invited  Hunt- 
ley>  the  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  the  Earl  of  Both- 
well,  and  Secretary  Maitland :  Morton  was  absent  in  Fife. 
lk)thwell,  we  thus  see,  was  invited  to  Murray*8  table,  three 
weeks  after  Bothwell  had  been  placarded,  and  charged,  as 
the  murderer  of  Damley  -,  and  yet,  Murray,  and  Bothwell, 
till  the  e|>och  of  this  conspiracy,  had  never  been  friends  : 
This  fact  proves,  that  Murray  countenanced  Bothwell,  after 
he  had  been  publickly  accused,  as  the  murderer  of  the  King. 
Murray  was  present,  in  the  Privy  Council,  on  the  14th  of 
March  1566-7 »  when  a  prosecution  was  ordered  against  one 
Murray,  who  had  placarded  Bothwell,  and  others,  for  the 
King's  murder.    [Anderson's  Col.  i.  38  ]     Murray  was  pre- 
sent in  the  Privy  Council,  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
when  the  Queen  gave  a  discharge  to  the  Earl  of  Mar,  for 
keeping  Edinburgh-castle.  [Pari.  Rec.  751.]     But,  Murray 
was  not  present,  on  the  28th  of  March,  when  the  Privy 
Council  ordered,  that  on  the  12th  of  April  1567  BothwoU 
should  be  prosecuted,  for  the  King's  murder. 
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municated  to  hiin  the  whole  detail  of  what  was 
designed,  in  Scotland ;  and  Cecil  took  Eliza- 
beth's orders,  in  consequence,  for  giving  suc- 
cessful effect  to  the  intended  measures,  by  or- 
dering Bedford  to  his    post,    at    Berwick  ;  in 
order,    to  countenance   the   lords,    when    they 
should  draw  their  swords  against  the  Queen, 
and  Bothwell.     The  insurgents,   in  Scotland,    J 
corresponded,    constantly    with    Murray,    ia   I 
France,  by  means  of  Cecil.    The  Cabala  is  the 
record  of  their  guilty  measures.    Cecil  not  only 
transmitted  their  letters   to  Murray ;  but,  he 
obtained  him  credit,  for  money,  to  enable  him 
to  return,  when  the  imprisonment  of  the  Queen, 
and  her  dethronement,  made  his  presence  ne-  J 
cessary :     The    French    government    caressed  I 
Murray,  when  they    should    have   imprisoned    ' 
him.     If  he  had    not   privately  retired  from 
France,  he  would  have  been  arrested,  as  a  hos- 
tage for  Mary's  safety.    In  the  meantime,  Mor- 
ton, with  his  associates,  raised  an  insurrection 
against  Mary,  and  Bothwell,  which  ended,  by 
expelling  him,  and  dethroning  her.     Murray, 
with  the  aid  of  Cecil,  returned  to  Edinburgh, 
on   the  9th    of  August,  where,  he    had    been 
chosen  regent,    by    his  own   partisans,  rather 
than  by  the  Queen's  destination,  who  had  been 
imprisoned  by    them.     His    entertainment    of 
Bothwell,  after  he  had  been  denounced,  as  thfrj 
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murderer  of  Damley,  and  a  few  days,  before  be 
set  out  for  France,  forms  a  strong  proof  of  tbe 
guilty  conduct  of  tbis  distinguisbed  b3rpocrite/ 

'  The  fbllowiDg  letter^  from  Murray  to  ThroekmortOD, 
dated  13th  of  March  1567,  only  five  days  after  Murray  bad 
entertained  BothweU^  at  dinner^  which  has  been  transcribed, 
from  the  MS.  CoL  of  Mat.  Crawfurd^  Professor  of  Church 
History,  will  show,  to  every  discerning  eye,  a  striking  pic- 
ture of  a  guilty  mind :  "  Triest  friend :  After  my  maist 
hearty  commendations  -,  gif  after  sic  accidents,  as  lately  hath 
fallen  out,  in  thes  parts  [the  murder  of  Damley]  another 
messenger  had  been  sent  towards  the  Queen,  your  sove« 
reigne,  nor  the  present  bearer,  [Robert  Melvill]  I  would 
have  been  earnest,  to  let  you  know  more  amply  of  my  mind^ 
by  write :  But,  in  respect  to  the  sufficiency  of  my  said 
friend,  I  wiU  not  be  long  :  He  hath  hard,  and  seen,  more 
than  1  can  write :  I  will  desire  you  to  give  him  credit  upon 
my  behalf  j  and  that  accidents  proceeding  from  the  bottom  of 
wickedness  [the  murder  of  Damley]  alter  not  the  gude  wOls 
of  sic  [such],  as  upon  maist  just  reasons,  and  considerations, 
has  delivered  [determined]  to  follow  further  godlye  and 
gude  purposes :  And  thus  I  end ;  committing  you  heartily 
to  God  :  From  your  maist  assured^-James  Steward.*'  Such 
is  the  guilty  scribble  of  Murray.  Throckmorton  was,  pro* 
bably,  disappointed,  as  Cecil  was,  by  the  uninstructive  ina- 
nity of  Robert  MelvilFs  story.  The  truth  is,  that  this  agent 
of  Murray  was  not  intrusted  with  the  secret :  Nor,  did  Se- 
cretary Maitland  choose  to  reveal  it  to  Cecil :  Murray,  Mor- 
ton, and  Maitland,  could  not  avow  to  Cecil,  that  they  had 
committed  such  a  murder,  by  such  means.  See  the  Cabala, 
125  :  "  Master  Melvin  is  come  hither,  from  Scotland,  by 
whom  we  looked,  that  we  should  have  heard  many  circum- 
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It  is  more  than  probable,  that  Elizabeth,  and 
Cecil,  did  not  know  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Craigmillar  conspiracy ;  Their  spies  could,  only, 
reveal  to  them  what  they  heard,  in  the  country, 
and  what  would  please  at  court :  The  con- 
spirators, in  habits  of  confidence,  as  they  were 
with  Cecil,  were  too  circumspect,  to  reveal  to 
such  a  minister,  either  the  purpose  of  their  plot, 
or  the  detail  of  its  execution.  It  fell  to  the  lot 
of  Secretary  Maitland,  as  we  shall  see,  to  baffle 
Elizabeth's  messenger,  who  arrived  early  on 
the  day  of  Bothwell's  trial.  Cecil  was  either 
iil-informed  of  Scotish  matters,  and  men,  or  he 
misrepresented  what  he  knew,  to  the  English 
ambassador,  at  PatisJ. 
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stances  of  the  murder  ;  but,  be  cnnaot,  or  may  Dot,  tell  u 
any  more  tlian  ive  knew  before." 

'  In  hia  dispatch  to  Sir  Henry  Norris  early  in  March 
156G-7,  Secretary  Cecil  says  of  Scots  news:  -'The 
adhere  together,   wilh  the  Enrl  of  Lennox,  Argyle,  Mortonj 
Athol,  MuBRAV,  Cutliness,  anil  Glencnim,  who  mean  to  be  ' 
at  Edinburgh,  very  aliortly,  as  ihey  pretend,  to  search  out   ' 
the  midefactor."   ICabala,  1^6.]     But,  Cecil  knew,  that  the 
nublcg,  mentioned  by  him,  belonged  to  Murray's  faction, 
and  not  to  l^nnox,  wlio  had  no  faction  :  Cecil  wished  to 
draw  away  the  attention  of  Norris,  and  of  those,  wiUi  whom 
he  conver&edj  from  Murruy,  as  the  chief  of  the  {greatest  fac- 
tion, in  Scutkind.    Cecil,  iu  his  next  disjintch,  of  the  '3Ut  of  i 
March,  says  to  Norris  :  "  The  conmion  fume,  in  Scotlani^  ■ 
cuuiinueth  ujHjn  the  Earl  of  BoIlineU  to  be  the  i>rinL'i[ian 
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The  moment^  that  the  Queen^  by  marrying 
Bothwell,  had  fallen  into  the  snare^  that  the 
conspirators  had  laid  for  her,  than  they  be- 


murderer  of  the  King ;  and  the  Queen*s  name  is  not  well 
spoken  of:  God  amend  all  that  is  amiss!"  BothweU  was 
tried  on  the  l^th  of  April  1567  ;  nnd^  as  had  been  concerted 
by  the  conspirators^  was  easily  acquitted  j  as  he  was  sup- 
ported>  by  Morton^  and  Maitland^  Murray's  agents.  After 
the  rising  of  the  Parliament  of  April  1567>  a  writing  was 
signed^  by  Morton^  and  Maitland^  and  all,  whom  they 
could  influence ;  declaring  the  innocence  of  BothwelPj  arow- 
ing  his  fitness>  as  a  husband,  for  the  widowed  Queen  3  and 
engaging  to  defend  both  his  innocence,  and  his  roarriage> 
with  the  Queen.  Murray  is  said  to  have  also  signed  this  in- 
famous document :  But,  as  he  had  left  Edinburgh  ten  days 
before,  it  would  require  strong  evidence,  to  prove  such  a 
fact,  as  the  signing  of  such  a  paper,  which  was  so  inconsis- 
tent with  his  characteristick  cautioa  :  Yet ;  he  had  assented 
to  the  conspiracy  ;  and  one  of  its  principal  points  was,  t9 
marry  the  Queen  to  BothweU ;  to  disgrace,  and  then>  to  de. 
throne,  her.  What  passed  between  Murray  and  Cecil,  when 
they  met,  at  London,  is  not  certainly  known  :  But,  in  Cecil's 
letter  to  Norris  of  the  12th  of  May,  he  says ;  "  The  Queen 
of  Scots,  I  think,  will  be  wooed  to  marry  BothweU  [she 
did  marry  BothweU  on  the  15th  of  May:]  the  principal  of 
the  nobility  are  against  it;  and  are  at  Stirling  with  the 
prince."  [/6.  126-7.]  We  here  see,  that  CecU  foresaw  the 
marriage,  and  the  conspiracy  of  nobles,  who  first  came  out^ 
on  the  9th  of  June,  to  oppose  BothweU.  He  must  have  had 
this  foreknowledge,  from  Murray,  who  knew,  when  he  left 
Edinburgh,  what  was  to  happen^  as  he  had  a  strong  in- 
terest in  the  result. 
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came  very  communicative  with  Cecil.  Ttiey 
conveyed  their  letters,  for  Murray,  through  the 
friendly  hands  of  Cecil,  who  now  saw  his  way 
to  the  dethronement  of  the  Queen,  and  the  ele- 
vation of  Murray  to  the  viceregal  chair.  Mur- 
ray's faction  took  arras,  to  free  the  Queen, 
from  the  domination  of  the  guilty  Bothwell ; 
and  the  same  nohles  made  her  a  prisoner,  coo- 
trary  to  their  own  agreement,  and  sent  her  to 
Lochleven-castle,"  while  they  allowed  him  to 
escape.  It  is  qnite  apparent,  from  what  has 
heen  already  intimated,  that  Murray  was  com- 
pletely identified  with  the  insurgents,  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  transactions  therein.  He  was, 
in  fact,  their  chief:  Cecil,  also,  by  his  proceed- 


•  Wc  learn,  from  Cecil's  dispatch  of  the  -iSth  of  June : 
"  The  best  purt  of  the  nubility  have  confeUeratetl,  to  follow 
by  the  way  of  justice,  tlie  con  d  em  nation  of  Bothwell,  for  the 
murder  of  the  King:  Bothwell  defends  himself  by  the 
Queen's  tnaintennnce.  The  15th  of  this  moDth,  he  brought 
her  into  Ihc  field,  with  power,  which  was  so  small,  as  he  es- 
caped himself,  without  lighting,  tmd  left  the  Queen  in  the 
field,  and  she  yielding  herself  to  the  lords,  flutly  denied  to 
grant  justice  against  Bothwell:  Su,  they  have  restrained  her, 
in  Liithleven,  until  they  come  to  the  end  of  their  pursuit 
ugainst  Bothwell."  Thus  far  Cecil  I  But,  his  dispatch  was 
deceptive,  and  he  intended  to  deceive.  The  best  of  the 
nobles,  which  he  speak*  of,  were  only  Murray's  faction, 
undera  new  shape,  with  Klurton,  tlie  assassin  of  ItiKziu, 
ihe  head  of  it. 
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ings,  identified  himself  with  the  same  insur- 
gents ;  by  acting  for  them^  with  Murray^  against 
Mary.' 

Whatever  might  be  the  an^ety,  or  artifices, 
of  Cecil,  the  objects  of  Murray,  in  France,  and 
his  aims  in  Scotland,  did  not  altogether  elude 
the  vigilance  of  Mary's  ambassador,  at  Paris. 
It  was  here  known,  on  the  25th  of  June  1566, 
that  the  Scotish  Queen  had  been  taken,  on  the 
15th,  and,  on  the  morrow,  imprisoned  in  the 
Castle  of  Lochleven.  Murray  was  presently 
sent  for,  and  pUed,  said  the  ambassador,  Norris, 
with  fair  words,  and  great  promises,  if  he  would 
use  his  influence,  to  get  the  Queen,  and  her 
son,  into  France ;  and  the  French  King  added, 
that  it  should  cost  him  dear,  but  that  he  would 

*  In  his  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  June^  to  Norris^  at  Paris  i 
'M>  at  this  time^  send  unto  you  certain  packets  of  letters, 
left  here  by  Mr.  Melvin,  who>  lately,  came  hither,  from  the 
Queen  of  Scots ;  the  sending  of  those  to  ray  Lord  Murray 
requireth  great  haste>  whereof  you  may  not  make  the  Scots 
ambassador  privy :  His  return  into  Scotland  is  much  desired 
of  them  [the  insurgents],  and  for  the  weal  both  of  England, 
and  Scotland,  I  wish  he  were  here/'  [Cabala,  128.]  Cecil 
again  wilfully  supposes,  that  there  were  two  factions,  in 
Scotland,  the  Hamiltons,  and  the  Lennoxes ;  whereas, 
there  was  only  Murray's  faction.  [lb.  129.]  Cecil  shows 
his  anxiety,  for  Murray's  return,  by  saying  ;  "  If  my  Lord 
of  Murray  should  lack  credit,  for  money,  my  Lord  Steward 
would  have  his  son  give  him  such  credit,  as  he  hath ;  for 
my  Lord  alloweth  weU  of  his  friendship/'  [lb.  129] 
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have  them  both  safe  within  liis  kin§;dom.  The 
Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  the  Constable,  and 
D'Andelot,  have  been  with  the  King,  and  his 
mother;  to  urge  ttiem,  to  leave  no  means  unat- 
tempted,  to  effect  this  enterprise :  And  think- 
ing to  do  it  the  sooner,  hy  Murray's  help,  they 
offered  him  the  order,  and  also  great  gifts  of 
land,  and  living:  To  wliich  end,  I  understand, 
continues  Norris,  young  Villeroy  is  gone  into 
Scotland,  to  offer  them  of  the  spirituality,  spi- 
ritual promotions,  and  honours,  and  to  the  tem- 
poral lords,  such  temporal  preferments,  and 
honours,  as  he  thinketh  may  best  win  those, 
that  be  now  the  chiefest,and  in  most  authority.'' 
We  thus  perceive  the  corrupt  transaction,  be- 
tween the  French  court,  and  Mun-ay:  He 
received  large  sums  of  money  for  doing  certain 
things,  according  to  a  promise,  which  he  never 
intended  to  perfonn  ;  If  lie  be  a  swindler,  who 
obtains  property,  on  false  pretences,  what 
must  he  he,  who  obtained  money,  and  a  pen- 


i 


*>  Nonis'9  letter  to  Elizabelb,  Sd  July  1566,  in  the  Brit. 
Mus.  fmm  tbe  original  in  the  Pup.  Office.  It  waa  aflerwarda 
fittid,  by  Throckmorton  to  Eikabetli,  in  liis  Icltrr  of  tlic  leth 
uf  August  from  Edinliurgh  :  "Iain  sure,  j^uur  iwOesty  is 
aJvertised  of  ihe  present  the  Lord  of  Murray  hod  given  hhu 
nl  his  coming  forth  of  France,  uUit-h  wu»  vulucd  ul  tiftee 
hundred  crowns  of  the  sun,  and  of  ihc  jicnsiiin,  tliut  Lyncrule  | 
[the  French  envoy]  hath  brunghl  hiiii  of  4UO0  ftanks  jearly."  I 
[In  Ihc  Brit.  Uufcuoi  ] 
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sion,  on  promises,  which  Murray  had  no  pur- 
pose to  perform  ? 

As  soon  as  Murray  understood,  at  Paris,  that 
his  partisans,  and  agents,  had  successfully  exe- 
cuted the  previous  plot  of  dethroning  the 
Queen,  than  he  began  to  think  '^  to  make  bis 
repayre  home  :"  But,  he  at  the  same  time  re- 
solved to  send  his  agent  Elphinston,  through 
LfOndon,  to  Edinburgh.''  As  he  was  strongly 
suspected,  by  Mary's  ambassador,  at  Paris,  of 
sinister  intentions,  with  regard  to  his  sovereign, 
an  order  was  issued  to  arrest  him/  The  Eng- 
lish ambassador,  under  the  instructions  of 
Cecil,  was  too  artful,  and  active,  for  the  French 
councils.  He  sent  his  Secretary,  Jenye,  to  se- 
cure a  vessel,  for  Murray's  safe  conveyance,  if 
he  should  even  go  to  England,  for  a  proper 
bark.* 


•  Norris's  letter  to  Elizabeth,  ^d  July  1566. 
^  Keith's  Pref.  ix.  lb.  p.  41^. 

•  The  following  letter,  from  Jenye  to  Cecil,  dated,  at 
Rye,  the  13th  of  July  1566,  throws  much  light  on  Murray *s 
retreat  from  France  :  "  It  may  please  you  (Right  Hon.  Sir) 
that  my  Lord  of  Murray,  finding  himself,  by  his  long  delays 
of  the  French  King,  as  also  in  hazard  of  detaining,  by  force, 
beside  some  peril  of  his  person,  by  such  as  have  grudged 
much  his  affection  towards  England,  required  my  lord,  my 
master  [the  English  ambassador,  Norris]  to  assist  him,  by 
some  iK)licy,  to  escape  secretly  out  of  Fi  ancc  ;  Whereupon, 
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Meantime,  Mun-ay  wrotea  letter  of  credence 
to  Cecii,  by  his  agent  Elphioston,  whom  he 
scut;  into  England,  for  such  causes,  as  he  would 
declare  at  length,  and  requests  Cecil  to  credit 
him.  "  Upon  this  respect  (says  Murray)  I  will 
not  write  your  lordship,  at  sic  length,  as  I 
would  huif  done  utherways:  I  believe  alwayes, 
that  your  lordship  will  put  to  your  helping 
hand,  when  occasion  ofFei*s,  as  ye  haif  done  at 

1  was  (lispntclied  tewards  I>eepe,  to  staye  some  English 
barke,  under  some  colour ;  (for  oiy  Lord  of  Murrey  will 
p.isa  in  no  Freacbman)  and  if  I  found  not  an  Englishinan 
t)icre,  to  haste  over  hither,  to  Rye,  to  provide  hiui  with  all 
diligence  [  where,  I  am  arrived  this  afterooon,  at  four  of 
the  clocke :  and  ineancs,  as  soon  ns  tide,  und  windc  serves, 
God  willing !  to  repair  towards  Deepc  again,  where  a  mes- 
senger attends  my  arrival,  to  give  knowledge  to  my  Lord  of 
Murray,  at  the  court,  whereby,  he  may,  under  the  assurance 
of  hia  vessel,  determine,  and  adventure  his  purpose. 

"  The  Prince  of  Condd  his  sudden  departure  -  from  the 
court,  both  with  much  difficulty,  and  much  miscontentmeDt, 
OS  also  othereroulation,  incourte,  and  differences  otherwhere 
which  promiseth  some  new  garboyle,  isone  particular  of  the 
uiislrusC,  my  Lord  of  Murray  liath  of  himself  ^  besides  other 
cause,  with  the  rest,  which  I  have  by  word  of  mouth  to  ad- 
vertise your  honour  of,  at  my  arrival  with  you,  which  sliall  be, 
God  willing !  so  soon  as  I  have  landed  my  Lord  of  Murray, 
in  what  part  of  England  soever  it  be.  Thus,  in  haste,  I  hum- 
bly take  my  leave  of  yourbonowr,  from  Rye,  this  13th  July." 
[Copy  in  the  Brit.  Museum,  from  the  original  in  the  Paper 
Office] 
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Other  tymes  afoir."'    This  note  is  in  the  true 
character  of  Murray^  who^  from  his  usual  cau- 
tion, would   not  commit  his  full  purpose  to 
writing ;  but  referred  to  an  agent,  for  an  ex- 
position, who  was  not  himself  intrusted^  by  his 
employer.    But,  what  was  the  mighty  design, 
for  which  the  powerful  hand  of  Cecil  was  thus 
required?  It  was,  only,  the  dethronement  of  the 
Scotish   Queen;  the  coronation  of  her  in&nt 
SOD  :    and  his  own  appointment,  as  Regent, 
during  the  King's  minority.     Whatever  there 
may  be  in  this,  we  have  now  evidence,  under 
Murray's  hand,  that  he  was  engaged  in  some 
plot. 

At  length,  on  the  8th  of  July  1567,  arrived 
at  London,  Elphinston  from  Murray,  at  Paris. 
He  had  an  hour's  conversation  with  Elizabeth. 
He  had  brought  letters,  from  Murray,  to  the 
Queen  of  Scots,  which  he  was  charged  not  to 
deliver  to  any  hands,  but  her  own  ;  and  parti- 
cularly, that  the  lords,  who  detained  the  Queen 
in  prison,  should  not  see  them  ;  as  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  their  conduct,  in  proceeding  so 
violently  against  her ;  and  as  he  would  be  her 
true  servant,  in  all  fortunes.'    After  imposing 


'  At  Paris  this  2d  of  July  1567. 

*  Heneage*s  letter,  from  the  court,  to  Cecil,  in  London, 
8th  July  1567  ;  conveying  Elizabeth*s  orders  to  him.  [In 
the  Brit.  Mus.  from  the  original  in  the  Paper  Office.] 


950  THE  LII'E  OF     [Mem,  V,  Memoir  of 

upon  the  French  court,  Murray  endeavoured, 
thus,  to  dehide  Elizabeth,  who  in  a  melting 
moment,  disapproved  of  subjects   dethroning 
their  sovereign.     Murray,  knowing  this  dispo- 
sition of  Elizabeth,  gave  in  to  her  sentiments, 
in  order  to  delude  her.''  And  she  was,  certainly, 
persuaded,  that  there  was  not  so  honourable, 
and  true  a  servant  as  Murray,  to  the  Queen  in 
Scotland.     Thus  is  it,  for  such  a  personage,  as 
Elizabeth,  to  be  deluded,  by  such  a  hypocrite ! 
Murray  seems  to  have  arrived,  from  France, 
at  London,  towards  the  end  of  July,  accompa- 
nied with  his  usual  propensity  to  imposition, 
Cecil,  and  he,  agreed  perfectly  together ;  as 
they  both,   on  that  occasion,  tried,  to  delude 
Elizabeth,  and  to  iujure  Mary.     Murray  re- 
mained not  long,  at  London  considering  the 
critical   state    of  affairs,  at  Edinburgh.     He, 
however,   went  out   of  his   way,    to   visit  Sir 


''  When  Elphinslon  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  from  Murray, 
the  Lords,  whn  had  imprisoned  the  Queen  of  Scots,  would 
not  allow  him  lo  hr.ve  access  to  the  Queen,  nur  to  send 
my  Lord  of  Munriiy's  letter  unto  her,  [Throckmorton's 
letter  lo  Elizabeth,  from  Edinburgh,  16th  July  13G6,  in  the 
^t.  Mus  ]  He  repe:iled  this  intimation,  in  his  letter  lo 
l^il  of  the  18th  of  July ;  and  iu  ihut  lo  Elizabeth  of  the 
|9th    of   July.     [/(/]     The  lords   who    did    this,    viae 

[urniy's  agents,  )uid  eoadjutors ;  and  Ihcy  did  Uits,  in  order 
showj  hypocriticully,  ihat  tliey  wore  aoi  iafluencMl  by,, 

[ttrniy,  though  ihcy  acted,  for  him. 
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Francis  M ildmay,  at  Apthorpe^  where  he  played 
off  his  accustomed  artifices.' 

Haying  Cecil's  protection,  Murray  found  the 
road,  through  England,  to  Berwick,  very  easy 
to  him.  He  rested  the  night  of  the  10th  of 
August,  at  Whittingham,  which  was  propitious 
to  crime  ;  and  here  was  he  met,  by  Secretary 
Maitland,  whose  intrigues  were  here  recollected. 
Here  were  Murray's  future  movements  agreed 
upon,  and  detailed,  with  this  able  agent.  On 
the  lltb,  Murray  set  out,  for  Edinburgh  ;  and 
he  was  met  by  great  numbers  of  gentlemen, 
and  others.  Throckmorton,thinking  to  promote 
Elizabeth's  ends,  met  Murray  on  the  road, 
about  three,  or  four  miles  distant,  from  the 
capital.     He  found  Murray  very  honourable. 


*  Mildoiay's  letter  to  Cecil,  4th  August  1567>  from  Ap- 
thorpe.  "  If  the  government  (said  Mildmay)  rest,  only  in 
the  Earl  of  Murray,  it  will  be  well,  as  I  think,  for  stabHshing 
of  religion,  and  continuance  of  amity  here  }  for  otherwise, 
as  you  know,  amongst  many  are  many  affections :  His 
Lordship,  passing  homewards,  was  content  to  come  so  f&r 
out  of  his  way,  as  to  lye  with  me,  on  Friday  night  last.  I 
found  him  very  wise,  and  well  affected  to  the  maintenance 
of  good  friendship,  between  these  two  realms  j  remember- 
ing to  me,  very  thankfully,  benefits  received,  especially  that 
of  Lithe,  which  he  said  was  able  to  wash  out  all  particular 
griefs.  Doubtful,  methought  he  was,  to  receive  his  prepared 
authority.*'  [In  the  Brit.  Mus.  a  copy  from  the  original  in 
the  Paper  Office.] 
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sincere,  and  direct ;  so  I  found  him  not  resolved 
what  he  will  do,  nor  what  he  will  consent  unto  : 
Abhorring  on  the  one  side  the  murder  of  the 
King,  and  the  circumstances  cwijoined  there- 
with, which  he  can  like  in  no  wise  should  pass 
with  impunity  .-^  So,  on  the  other  side,  do  I  find 
in  him  great  commisseration  towards  the 
Queen,  his  sister:  And  yet  not  fully  determined, 
whether  he  will  accept  the  regency,  or  refuse 
it ;  though  he  he  pressed  thereto,  hy  all  those 
lords,  and  gentlemen,  which  have  dealt  in  this 
action.  What  hypocrisy,  in  Murray  !  What 
delusion,  in  Throckmorton  !  We  have  already 
seen,  that  every  event,  which  had  taken  place, 
since  the  imprisonment  of  the  Queen  ;  the  coro- 
nation of  her  son  ;  the  appointment  of  Murray, 
as  regent ;  had  all  been  agreed  upon,  between 
Murray  and  his  partisans,  before  he  had  left 
Edinburgh,  for  Paris.  And  Murray's  whole 
conduct,  and  conversatimi,  from  the  moment, 
that  he  learned,  from  his  agent,  of  the  Queen's 
imprisonment,  were  assumed,  and  directed,  by 
the  deepest  dissimulation,  for  mere  popular 
effect.  Acting  thus,  Mun-ay  was  received 
into  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  with  great  joy  of 
all  the  people.' 


*  Tlie  atteotive  reader  will  easily  recollect,  that  Murray's 
(igents,  and  fiiction,  were  the  mnrderers  of  ihe  laic  King. 
'  The  whole  (if  the  above  account  MM  taken,  from  llirock-  j 
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After  sorae  days  of  iotrigue,  Miirray  was 
declared  Regent,  in  the  following  manner:  At 
a  great  assembly  of  lords,  barons,  geotlemeo, 
and  others,  in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinbargh,  the 
Justice  Clerk,  pubiickly,  read  the  Queen's 
Commission  of  Regency,  under  her  hand,  and 
privy  seal :  Whereupon,  the  Justice  Clerk 
willed  the  said  earl,  in  the  Queen,  and  King's 
names,  to  accept  the  said  charge,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  taking  of  his  oath.  Thereupon, 
the  Earl  made  a  long  discourse,  stating  his 
insufficiency  for  that  charge  :  Notwithstand- 
ing, being  again  pressed,  by  the  Justice  Clerk, 
in  the  names  of  the  Queen,  and  King,  and 
by  the  intercession  of  the  other  lords,  and  the 
assistants,  the  earl  did  accept  the  office  of 
Regent:  Whereupon,  the  Justice  Clerk  did 
administer  to  the  regent  the  same  coronation 
oath,  which  Morton  had  taken,  when  the  in- 
fant King  was  crowned :  There  were  now 
cerUun  articles  read  unto  the  Lords,  which  were 
proposed,  by  Murray,  to  be  consented  to,  by 
them.  This  done,  the  earl  took  his  place,  as 
Regent ;  and  there  was  great  joy  made  amongst 
all  sorts, said  I'hrockmorton  to  Elizabeth.""  This 

tnorton's  letter  to  Elizabeth,  from  Edinburgh,  13ili  August 
1567,  in  the  British  Museum. 

■  In  h'la  letter,  from  Edinburgh,  of  the  23il  of  August 
1167.  in  the  Brit.  Museum.     See  iilso  Birrel's  Diary,  ii.: 
VOL.  III.  s 
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ceremonial  was  contrived^  for  stage  effect : 
But,  as  to  the  refusal  of  Murray  to  accept  the 
regency,  which  he  had  committed  so  many 
crimes  to  obtain,  this  can  only  be  regarded,  as 
another  example  of  the  profound  dissimulation, 
whereof  he  was  so  great  an  adept. 

Tlie  articles,  which  were,  on  that  occasion, 
made  between  Murray,  and  his  own  agents, 
and  partisans,  is  another  proof  of  the  gross  du- 
plicity of  all  the  parties."    The  entering  into 

Od  the  S^d  of  August,  James  Earl  of  Murray  was  made,  and 
proclaimed  regent,  with  great  solemnity,  by  the  heralds,  at 
the  Cross,  till  the  King  should  attain  his  age  of  seventeen. 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  articles,  which  were  sent 
up  to  Elizabeth,  by  Throckmorton :  and  which  remain  in  the 
Brit.  Museum  :  They  begin  with  a  recital  of  the  Queen's 
resignation,  and  appointment  of  Murray,  as  regent,  his 
fitness,  reluctant  acceptance,  and  the  necessity  of  effectual 
support,  and  concurrence  of  the  council,  nobility,  and  estates, 
for  which  purpose,  the  following  articles  were  agreed  on. 
Sd.  They  shall  concur  with  the  Regent,  in  establishing  the 
true  religion,  &c. ;  and  for  this  effect,  as  well  as  for  other 
things,  concerning  the  policy,  and  government  of  the  realm, 
a  Parliament  shall  be  held,  as  soon  as  it  may  goodly  be. 
3d  They  shall  concur  with  him,  in  setting  forth  justice 
equally  to  the  lieges,  according  to  the  laws.  4th.  The 
council,  and  nobility»  shaU  accompany,  and  remain  with  the 
Regent,  in  such  places,  as  shall  be  thought  expedient  until 
the  King's  authority  be,  universally,  established,  through 
the  whole  realm.  5th.  That  upright,  and  proper  persons 
shall  be  placed  in  the  publick  offices ;  and  the  others,  who 
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such  articles  was  designed  to  delude  the  great 
vulgai*,  and  the  small,  to  suppose,  that  similar 
agreements  were  not  made  between  Murray  and 
his  agents,  and  partisans,  before  he  went  fi-om 
Scotland  to  France.  The  last  article  was  so 
contrived,  as  to  enable  the  Regent,  to  set  aside 
the  promises,  which  he  had  given,  in  France, 
and  perhaps,  in  England,  for  relieving  the 
Scotish  Queen. 

As  Murray  had  departed,  from  Edinburgh, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  and  returned,  on  the  Hth 
of  August,  he  was  absent  iive  months:  while 
the  most  important  events  bad  been  effected, 
for  the  common  benefit  of  Cecil,  and  Murray. 
1st.  Morton,  and  Maitland,  with  the  aid  of 
Murray's  partisans,  tried,  and  acquitted  Both- 
well,  for  the  murder  of  the  King :  Now ;  Both- 


DDW  hold  them,  shall  be  removed  therefrom.  Cth.  No  respect, 
or  remission,  shall  be  granted  to  any  person,  for  any  murder, 
or  other  equivalent  crime,  wliicli  shall  be  commlltecl,  from 
this  date,  during  the  time  of  his  regency.  T'h.  At  the  Re- 
gent's proceedings,  for  maintaining  authority,  executing 
justice,  &c.  none  of  the  council,  or  nobles,  shall  grudge, 
but  shull  give  him  assisl^ince.  8th.  Item,  on  the  other  side, 
nay  lord  Regent  faithfully  promises,  that  in  no  time,  during 
bis  regency,  he  shall  contract  with  any  foreign  princes, 
toward  peace,  war,  theestate  of  our  sovereign  lortlthe  King, 
bis  marriage,  the  liberty  of  the  Queen  his  mother,  nor  shall 
speak  with  her,  send  writing  to  her,  or  have  intelligence  of 
any  sort  with  her,  without  the  adiice  of  my  lords  of  the 
•ecret  council  present,  or  of  the  most  part  of  them. 
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well  could  not  be  tried,  a  second  time,  for  the 
same  offence :  Could  Morton,  and  Maitland, 
again  charg;e  Bothwell  with  that  offence,  with- 
out criminating  themselves  r  2dly.  Morton,  and 
Maitland,  by  artifices,  and  violence,  enabled 
Bothwell  to  marry  the  Queen,  by  means,  which 
were  treason  in  him,  but  inferred  no  guilt  in 
her.  3dly.  Against  this  marriage,  thus  con- 
summated, by  their  guilty  artifices,  and  by  his 
treasonous  coercion,  Morton  and  Maitland,  two 
of  the  King's  murderers,  and  Murray's  agents, 
drew  their  swords,  upon  the  avowed  pretence, 
of  freeing  the  Queen  from  the  bondage  of  Both- 
well  ;  yet,  when  she  left  her  army,  and  Both- 
well,  and  joined  Morton,  and  his  insurgents,  on 
condition  of  their  obeying  her,  as  their  Queen, 
he  made  her  a  prisoner,  and  sent  her  to  Loch- 
leven-castle ;  allowing  Bothwell  to  depart, 
without  obstruction,  from  this  treacherous 
scene.  4thly.  This  consummation  of  one  of 
the  great  steps  of  their  conspiracy,  Morton, 
Maitland,  and  the  other  conspirators,  imme- 
diately, communicated  to  Murray,  by  letters, 
which  they  inclosed  to  Cecil,  by  Robert  Mel- 
vill,  another  instrument  of  Murray,  who  waa 
said,  by  Cecil,  to  have  come,  from  the  Scotisk  . 
Queen,  and  not  Jro/n  the  insiirgents :  Thus  J 
happy  were  all  those  statesmen,  in  the  conve-J 
nient  terms,  wherein  they  concealed  their  arti-T 
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fices,  and  their  objects  !  So  much  was  Murray 
deemed,  by  the  insui-gents,  as  the  chief  of  thdr 
conspiracy,  that  they  refused,  to  treat  any  more 
with  Throckmorton,  Ehzabeth's  agent,  till  Mur- 
ray arrived  among  them." — 5thly.  On  the  24th 
of  July,  they  compelled  the  imprisoned  Queen, 
by  their  usual  artifice,  and  violences,  to  resign 
her  sceptre  to  her  infant  son,  whom  they,  imme- 
diately, crowned,  and  to  appoint  Murray,  as 
his  regent,  during  his  infancy. — 6thly.  If  it  be 
asked,  by  what  authority  the  Queen's  son  was 
crowned,  and  Murray  appointed  regent,  since 
the  Parliament  did  not  meet  till  the  subsequent 
December  ?  the  answer  may  be  given,  io  the 
audacious  falsehood  of  Secretary  Maitland,  in 
the  voluntary  fiand  writing  of  the  Queen,  com- 
manding the  coronation  of  her  son  :  At  the 
coronation,  this  falsehood  was  sivorn  to  hejact, 
by  the  Lords  Lindsay,  and  Ruthven,  the  two 
wardens  of  the  Queen,  who  compelled  their 
imprisoned  sovereign,  by  threats,  violences,  and 
terror,  to  sign  tlie  acts  of  resignation  of  her 
sceptre,  and  the  appointment  of  Murray,  as 
regent :  Tlie  true  answer  must  be,  that  the 
coronation  of  the  boy  James,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  conspirator  Murray,  as  his  regent, 


'Throckmorton's  letter  to  Elizabeth,  5th  Augiut  1667.  in 
ihc  Pu]Hr  OffitK. 
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proceeded  from  the  unhallowed  direction  of  the 
secret  council,  consisting  of  six,  or  eight,  nobles, 
with  the  murderer,  Morton,  at  their  head,  and 
the  treacherous  Maitland,  as  their  secretary. 
The  result,  then,  is,  that  Murray  was  one  of 
the  original  conspirators  against  the  late  King, 
and  Queen ;  that  he  knew,  when  he  went  to 
France,  the  whole  detail  of  what  was  to  happen 
to  the  Queen  ;  and  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence to  himself,  in  being  placed,  by  a  series 
of  villainies,  and  treasons,  in  the  vice-regal 
chair.  The  moment,  that  the  dethronement  of 
the  Queen  was  effected,  by  her  imprisonment, 
he  resolved,  with  the  aid  of  Cecil,  and  Norris, 
to  return  to  England,  whose  zeal,  and  whose 
efforts,  for  that  end,  we  have  seen  :  He,  mean- 
time, by  a  duplicity,  which  was  natural  to  him, 
imposed  upon  the  French  court;  deluded  Eli- 
zabeth ;  and  deceived  the  friends  of  the  Scotish 
Queen.  In  a  letter  to  Cecil,  Murray  professes 
his  sincerity ;  and  at  the  same  time,  assures 
his  correspondent,  that  the  regency  was  an 
office  neither  welcome  nor  pleasing  to  kimJ  But, 


I 
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r  A  copy  in  the  Brit.  Mas.  from  the  original  in  the  Paper 
Office,   dated,  from  Edinburgh,   the  30th  August    1567, 
Murray  always  writes  like  a  maD,  whu  wishes  lo  cunceal  the 
one  half  of  what  lie  has  to  say.     He,  however,  tried  to  make  i 
Cedl  unilerstaad,  that  be  was  not  one  of  his  highncss'a  mortal  V 
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amidst  so  much  profligacy,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  hear  the  voice  of  sincerity^  or  to  under- 
stand the  dictates  of  truth.  Certain  it  is,  bow- 
ever,  that  the  appointment  of  Murray,  as  re-^ 
gent,  by  bis  own  agents,and  fellow-conspirators^ 
is  a  decisive  proof,  that  the  revolt,  which 
produced  it,  under  the  management  of  Morton, 
and  Maitland,  was  made  for  bis  benefit,  as  we 
must  even  infer,  from  the  busy  interference  of 
Cecil ;  and  was,  moreover,  the  only  genuine 
denouement  of  the  sad  tragedy,  that  was  written^ 
with  blood,  in  Craigmillar-castle,  when  the 
Queen  refused,  so  decisively,  to  be  divorced 
from  Darnley.  It  is  a  remark  of  L'Estrange,, 
which  applies,  very  appositely,  to  the  conspi- 
racy of  Craigmiliar-castle :  **  If  one  were  to 
'^  launch  into  the  history  of  human  nature,  we 
"  should  find,  the  minions  of  princes,  linked  in 
^^  conspiitusies  against  their  masters.**  The 
whole  reign  of  Mary  is  a  continued  proof  of 
this  just  intimation.  It  was  a  period  of  plots ; 
owing  to  the  treachery,  and  talents,  of  Secretary 
Maitland,  the  active  agent  of  the  Eku'l  of 
Murray. 


enemies,  the  murderers  of  the  Kiog  his  &ther.  It  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  leading  men,  Morton,  and 
Maitland,  Murray's  agents,  were  two  of  the  principal  mur- 
derers of  the  late  King;  and  that  Murray  himself  was  the 
chief  conspirator. 
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The  great  efforts,  that  were  made  to  relieve 
the  Scotish  Queen,  from  her  unmerited  impri- 
sonment, altogether  failed.  The  French  King, 
Charles  IX.,  was  her  sincere,  and  active  friend : 
Bat,  the  Queen-mother  was  her  zealous,  and 
insidious,  enemy  :  The  agents,  who  ciune,  from 
Paris,  to  Edinburgh,  were  actuated,  by  such 
contrarieties  of  conduct,  which  was  of  little 
value  to  the  unhappy  Queen,  and  less  credit  to 
themselves.  Elizabeth,  in  a  melting  mood, 
took  part  with  Mary;  as  she  was  not  much 
pleased  to  see  such  nobles  imprison  their  sove- 
reign :  But,  Cecil  traversed  his  Queen's  good 
purposes :  And  when  Throckmorton  arrived,  at 
Edinburgh,  to  solicit  the  cause  of  Mary,  he 
acted  under  publick  instructions,  from  Eliza- 
beth, and  private  instructions,  from  Cecil. 
Morton,  Maitland,  and  other  nobles,  who  held 
the  Queen,  in  bondage,  knew  the  opinions  of 
Cecil ;  and  whatever  might  be  their  conduct . 
to  Mary,  they  foresaw  would  he  protected 
by  that  powerful  minister.  Murray,  with  all 
bis  promises  to  Charles  IX.,  and  his  blandish- 
ments to  Elizabeth,  had  always  aimed  at 
the  Queen's  sceptre,  which  he  now  enjoyed, 
and  smd,  and  unsaid,  whatever  suited  his  pur- 
pose, with  regard  to  the  Scotish  Queen,  of 
whose  ruin  he  had  been  the  principal  plotter.] 
Those  insurgents,  with  Morton,  and  Maltlant 
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at  their  heads,  who  held  their  sovereign,  io  du- 
raace,  Murray  coald  have  commanded,  as  his 
agents,  and  partisans;  But,  his  dissimulation 
induced  him,  to  be  over-ruled,  by  tliem,  in  what- 
ever related  to  her  relief.  Soon  after  the  coro- 
nation of  her  son,  she  was  taken  with  several 
fits  of  an  ague,  and  kept  her  bed  -.^  She  not 
only  kept  her  bed,  but,  notwithstanding  her 
eon's  coronation,  she  was  guarded,  in  the  same 
place,  as  straitly,  as  she  had  ever  been  ;  Lord 
Lindsay  being  returned  from  Stirling  to  Loch- 
leven  ■/  They  thus  acted  towards  the  unhappy 
Qneen,  to  evince,  how  voluntarily,  she  had  re- 
signed her  sceptre,  how  willingly,  she  had  com- 
manded the  chiefs  of  the  insurgents,  Morton, 
and  Maitland,  to  crown  her  son. 

As  soon  as  Murray  became  regent,  he  avow- 
ed, that  there  should  be  no  subject,  nor  place, 
within    the  realm,  exempted  from  the  King's 
,  authority,  and  that  none  should  be  exempted. 


1  ThrDckmortoD  to  Elizalwtb,  from  Edinburgh,  tUe  26th 
Jnly  1567. 

■  Jfc.  3lsl  July,  in  the  Brit.  Mus.  from  ihe  original  in  Ihe 
Paper  Office.  In  his  letter  of  the  2(1  oF  August  to  Elizabeth, 
Tlirockmorton  informed  her :  "  The  Quecti  of  Scotland  is 
"  Btmitlicr  kept,  at  Loclileven,  than  she  was  yet ;  for  now 
"  she  b  shut  up  in  u  tower,  and  can  have  none  admitleil  to 
"  speak  with  her,  but  such  aa  be  shut  up  with  licr ."  [In 
the  Brit.  M«6  from  acopy  in  ihc  Puper  Office.] 
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from  obeying  him,  as  Regent ;  otherwise  he 
would  stake  his  life,  in  the  matter.'  This  was 
said,  to  overawe  the  many  considerable  persons, 
and  places,  who  either  denied  the  legaHty  of  the 
coronation,  or  resisted  the  King's  proclamation. 
With  the  same  design,  several  persons  of  note 
were  summoned  to  answer  the  charge  of  being 
guilty  of  the  late  King's  murder.  But,  knowing 
their  own  innocence,  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
appear;  ofTering  to  meet  the  charge.  Consi- 
dering  that  Murray,  and  his  partisans,  were  the 
real  murderers  of  the  King,  they  carried  too 
far  this  affectation  of  innocence,  by  a  zeal  for 
punishing  even  the  least  suspected  persons  of 
such  a  crime.' 

The  Regent  soon  acquired,  by  the  corruptest  ' 
means,    possession  of  Edinburgh -castle :    He, 
after  a  while,  acquired  Dunbar-castte,  by  force, 
and  negotiation :  Before  the  end  of  September 
1567,  by  ardour,  activity,  and  artifice,  qualities  ^ 


*  TKrockuiorton's  letter  to  Elizabeth,  from  Edinbiugh, 
S3d  Auguat. 

'  Throckmorton's  letter  to  Elizabetli,  23d  August  1567  :  On 
the  23<1  of  August,  there  ought  to  have  appeared  forty  persons, 
who  were  suspected ;  but,  there  only  iippcored  three  of  them  ; 
Sir  Jumcs  Cockbum  (if  Skyrling,  Sir  Patrick  Hepburn  of 
Rycardlon,  and  William  Edmonstone,  the  tun  ot  tlie  I'nrson 
of  Talla  :  But,  ihcy  were  dismissed,  to  appear  al  tt  future 
day. 


^ 
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these,  which  cannot  be  denied  him,  the  Regent 
had  compelled  every  place,  and  person,  to  yield 
to  his  power.  He  trasted,  however,  (ov  the 
support  of  his  authority,  to  the  insurgent  nobles, 
who  had  conferred  on  bim  the  regency,  with 
the  spoils  of  the  Queen  ;  to  the  reformed  clergy, 
who  supposed  themselves  to  owe  nothing  to 
the  Queen,  who  had  protected  them,  and  given 
them  bread  ;  and  above  all,  Murray  trusted  to 
the  artifices,  and  protection,  of  Cecil,  whom  he 
courted,  by  every  mode  of  servility." 

The  insurgents,  even  in  the  height  of  their 
success,  owing  to  their  artifices,  bethought 
themselves  of  proofs,  which  might  justify  their 
recent  conduct,  that  in  every  law  amounted  to 
treason.  The  queen,  under  the  influence  of  a 
negotiation,  voluntarily  surrendered  hei-self  to 
the  insurgent  nobles;  expecting  to  be  treated, 
as  their  sovereign.  They  imprisoned  her  ;  they 
dethroned  her;  they  crowned  her  son;  tbey 
appointed  Murray  the  boy's  regent.  Murray 
now  approved  of  their  measures,  for  those  ends ; 
adopting  their  pretences,  in  the  place  of  proofs. 

The  country,  the  clergy,  the  parliament,  as  it 
approached,  seemed  to  require  some  other 
motives,  and  reasons,  for  the  justification   of 


■  Murray's  letter  to  Cecil  before  iiuotetl ;  unO  the  Cabul", 
■vcrirwbete. 
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their  sovereigo's  imprisonment,  than  mere  pre- 
tences- The  warrant,  for  lier  commitment  to 
prison,  upon  deliberate  consideration,  was  re- 
garded, m  little  more  than  pretence.  They  even 
relinquished  the  sevei'al  charges,  which  they 
had  avowed  to  Throckmorton,  by  the  tongue, 
and  pen,  of  Maitland,  as  sufficient  proofs  of  her 
guilt,  before  Murray's  arrival,  from  his  decep- 
tive journey  to  Paris,  and  London.  At  length, 
after  the  best  consideration  of  the  ablest,  the 
artfutlest,  the  basest  men,  Murray  called  a  nu- 
merous Privy  Council  of  his  adherents,  with  the 
guilty  Morton,  and  Maitland,  as  their  advisers, 
on  the  'Uh  of  December  1567.  They  now  dis- 
cussed those  essential  points  of  justificatioo, 
for  their  treasonous  conduct,  as  preparatory  to 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  for  legalising  their  whole 
conduct  against  their  sovereign;  consisting  of 
treachery,  and  artifice,  of  violence,  and  wrong, 
of  imprisonment,  and  divestment  of  regality, 
done,  and  performed,  against  an  innocent 
Queen,  by  half  a  dozen  nobles,  with  the  mur- 
derous Morton,  in  their  front:  And, for  so  many 
villainies,  what  was  their  justification,  if  they 
admitted  of  any  justification  ?  Tliey  laid  it 
down,  as  a  maxim,  that  nothing  can  stand, 
when  accurately  examined,  but  what  is  founded 
on  naked  truth.  Then  what  was  their  naked 
truth  ?  It  was  the  Queen's  own  default :  F 


i 
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appeared,  by  her  private  letters,  written,  and 
subscribed,  by  lier  own  hand,  and  sent  by  her, 
to  Earl  Bothwell,  who  was  the  cat's-paw  of 
Murray,  and  his  faction,  in  murdering  the  late 
king ;  who  was  tried  for  his  foul  offence,  by 
Murray's  partisans,  and  acquitted,  by  the  ma- 
nagement of  Morton,  and  Maitland,  Murray's 
agents.  To  demonstrate  the  default  of  the 
Qaeen,  they,  no  doubt,  brought  proofs  of  holy 
writ.  No.  They  brought  the  Queen's  letters, 
written,  and  subscribed,  by  the  Queen's  own 
hand,  into  the  Privy  Council,  to  demonstrate 
her  de  ault.  No:  They  were  not  produced,  in 
evidence.  Morton,  only,  said,  that  he  had  in- 
tercepted a  gilt  box,  full  of  the  said  letters, 
written,  and  subscribed,  by  the  Queen's  own 
hand,  in  the  possession  of  Dalgleish,  fiothwell's 
servant,  who  was  then,  in  their  custody,  who 
had  brought  them,  from  Sir  James  Balfour,  the 
governor  of  the  castle,  who  was  then  in  the  Privy 
Council.  Were  Morton,  Dalgleish,  and  Balfour, 
examined,  concerning  this  important  transac- 
tion, which  was  to  make  out  the  naked  truth  of 
the  Queen's  default?  No:  There  was  no  exami- 
nation of  any  person,  or  of  any  thing:  The 
whole  discovery  of  the  box-full  of  letters  rested, 
then,  upon  the  mere  assertion  of  Morton,  a 
common  liar,  and  habitual  falsifier.  It  is  not 
true,  therefore,  that  any  such  letters  were  pro- 
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duced,  in  the  Privy  Council :  It  is  as  little  true, 
that  any  such  box  with  letters  had  been  ever 
intercepted."  But,  they  went  on  to  say,  that 
by  an  improvident  marriage,  Eoon  after  the 
king's  murder,  of  the  Queen  with  BothweU,  it 
is  most  certain,  that  she  was  privy  to  the  murder 
of  her  husband.  They  concealed,  however,  the 
whole  circumstances,  attending  the  marriage, 
which  would  have  evinced  her  innocence.  They 
concealed,  that  Morton,  and  Maitland,  Mur- 
ray's agents,  had  obtained  the  acquittal  of 
Bothwell,when  tried  for  the  king's  murder;  and 
that  Morton,  and  Maitland,  soon  after  obtained 
a  declaration  from  many  peers,  and  prelates ; 
declaring  the  innocence  of  BothweU;  and  re- 
commending him,  as  the  fittest  husband,  for  the 


'  Like  other  inquirers,  I  once  thought,  that  the  said  letters 
must  have  been  showD,  in  the  Priiy  Council;  as  so  much 
was  to  be  built  upon  them  :  But,  upon  considering  the  Privy 
Cnuncil  Record,  an  original  of  which,  I  saw  iu  the  Paper 
Office,  I  did  not  ])erceive,  that  it  recites  the  production  of 
the  letters  ;  it  only  savs,  that  they  existed .-  And  what  the 
record  does  not  recite,  we  cannot  supply,  by  any  presump- 
tion :  As  the  record  is  silent,  wc  must  be,  also,  silent : 
Neither  does  there  appear  to  have  been  any  question  asked 
of  those,  who  were  said  to  have  seen  that  box -full  of  letters  j 
Sir  James  Ualfour,  nho  lindthe  keeping  of  them;  Dalgleishi 
who  had  the  carrying  of  them  ;  Morion,  who  intercepted  J 
them  :  And,  what  does  not  appear,  wc  ore  bound,  by  eveiy  I 
rule  oF  pnidence,  to  presume  does  not  exist. 


the  Rtgtnl  Murray.]    THE  SCOTISfl  QLTEEN.  267 

Queea :  They  concealed,  that  Bothwell,  with 
such  a  declaration  in  his  pocket,  went  out,  at 
the  head  of  an  armed  force,  and  ai-rested  the 
Queen's  person,  carried  her  forcibly  to  the  castle 
of  Dunbar,  and  therein  coerced  her  to  agree  to 
marry  him ;  Maitland,  the  Secretary,  being 
present,  to  delude  the  Queen,  with  false  advice. 
The  treasonable  conduct  of  Bothwell,  in  apply- 
ing coercion  to  the  Queen's  person,  was  after- 
wards made,  by  Murray's  Parliament,  the 
grounds  of  attaining  bim  of  treason  :  So  that 
the  inference  drawn,  in  the  Privy  Council,  that 
the  Queen  knew  of  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
because  she  married  Bothwell,  who  had  been 
publickly  declared  innocent  of  the  murder,  is 
futile,  and  false.  And,  thus  did  tbey  fail,  egrc- 
giously,in  makingout  the  ^^iiu// of  the  Queen, 
as  the  best  justification  of  the  guilty  persons, 
who  imprisoned  her.  It  is  said,  also,  as  an  addi- 
tional ground  of  Justification  of  the  insurgents, 
that  a  great  part  of  Me  nobilUi/,  fnariog  that  the 
Queen,  and  Bothwell,  would  murder  them,  as 
the  king  bad  been  murdered,  took  arms:  It  is 
not  true,  that  a  great  part  of  the  nobility  took 
arms  :  Admit  the  fact,  that  the  Queen  had  been 
OS  guilty,  as  she  was  innocent,  of  her  husband's 
murder ;  yet,  half  a  dozen  nobles,  with  Morton, 
and  Maitland,  two  of  the  king's  murderers,  at 
their  head,  had  no  riglit  to  dethrone  the  Queen  : 
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It  ought  to  have  been  done,  by  «  national  act. 
Murray,  and  his  faction,  thus  egregiously  failed, 
in  finding  a  justification,  for  the  insurgents,  and 
in  fixing  any  guilt  upon  the  Queen.  Murray 
disgraced  himself,  on  that  occasion,  by  in- 
volving himself,  in  the  iniquities  of  his  faction. 
He  disgraced  himself,  by  speaking  of  those 
supposititious  letters,which  he  was  afraid  to  pro- 
duce in  evidence,  as  genuine:  He  disgraced 
himself,  by  concealing  those  circumstances  of 
fi'aud,  and  force,  which  attended  tlie  Queen's 
marriage  to  Bothwell.  But,  Murray  was,  by 
habit,  a  hypocrite  ;  and  by  acting  on  hypocri- 
tical principles,  through  life,  entailed  upon  him- 
self eternal  disgrace. 

The  scene  of  inquiry,  and  of  justification, 
was,  in  ten  days,  transferred,  from  the  Privy 
Council,  where  there  had  been  so  little  inquiry, 
or  justification,  to  the  first  Parliament  of 
James  VI.,  and  of  the  Regent  Murray.  Little 
more  seems  now  to  have  been  done,  than  to 
transmit  the  minute  of  the  Privy  Council,  which 
is  full  of  fiction,  and  falsehood,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Articles,  who  formed  it  into  an  act  of 
parliament,  for  justification  of  those  guilty  in- 
surgents. In  this  committee  of  parliament, 
in  which  the  murderer,  Morton,  presided,  there 
was  as  little  examination  of  circumstances,  or 
of  persons,  or  of  papers,  as  there  had  been,  ia_ 
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the  Privy  Council  ;^  though  an  act  was  to  be 
grounded  on  the  proceeding,  in  that  council,  for 
justifying  a  thousand  wrongs^  for  criminating 
the  Queen,  by  means  of  fiction,  of  forgery,  and 
of  falsehood ;  though  a  revolution  in  the  govern- 
ment was  legalized,  on  no  better  grounds,  than 
the  gross  delusion,  arising  from  those  fictions^ 
forgeries,  and  falsehoods. 

Murray's  Parliament  at  length  proceeded^ 
to  try  BothweU,  who  had  acted,  as  Murray*8 
cafs-paw  in  the  murder  of  the  late  king.  He 
was  charged,  though  he  had  been  acquitted^ 
with  various  points  of  treason :  He  was  charged 
with  the  king's  murder  ;  he  was  charged  with^ 
traitorously,  intercepting  of  the  Queen's  noble 
person,  in  her  way  from  Stirling  to  Edinburgh ; 
with  ceLvrying  her,  by  force^  to  Dunbar-castle ; 
with  therein  compelling  the  Queen,  by  coercion, 

y  The  supposititious  letters^  which  had  been  attributed  to 
the  Queen,  in  the  Privy  Council,  were  not  produced  in  Par* 
liament ;  as  the  r.ct  is  silent  on  this  important  point :  But^ 
there  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  Register  of  the  Privy 
Council,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament,  founded  on  it,  which 
has  been  deemed  important:  The  register  said,  that  the 
Queen*s  letters  were  written,  and  subscribed  by  her  own  hand ; 
the  act  stated,  that  they  were  wholly  written,  by  the  Queen's 
hand,  but  not  subscribed.  There  were  other  discrepancies, 
which  tend  to  prove  forgeries,  and  fictions,  without  end. 
Goodall,  ii.  64 ;  Black  Acts  of  thai  Pari.  ch.  I9. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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and  fear,  while  thus  detained  a  prisoaer,  to  agree 
to  marry  him,  though  he  had  then  a  lawful  wife. 
Of  all  those  treasons,  Bothwell  was  found  guilty, 
and  forfeited;'  though  the  facts,  on  which  he 
was  forfeited,  at  the  same  time,  acquitted  the 
Queen  of  any  guilt :  The  great  difference,  be- 
tween the  act  justifying  the  insurgents,  by  the 
default  of  the  Queen,  and  the  act,  thus  attaint- 
ing Bothwell,  consists  of  these  material  circum- 
stances, that  the  statements,  in  the  first  act, 
are  all  false  ;  while  the  statements,  in  the  last, 
are  all  true;  By  the  falsehoods  of  the  first,  the 
Queen  could  not  be  criminated;  by  the  truths 
of  the  last,  she  was  acquitted  of  any  guilt. 
Such  theUj  were  the  treacherous  grounds,  upon 
which  Murray's  Parliament  of  December  1567, 
legalized  Mary's  dethronement,  and  Murray's 
regency.  If  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, in  the  same  month,  disgraced  him,  the  acts 
of  this  Parliament,  which  were  founded  on 
those  proceedings,  covered  his  dissimulation, 
with  ignominy. 

The  administration  of  Murray,  which  was 
thus  established,  was  altogether  suitable  to  the 
savage  manners  of  a  degenerate  people,  vigo- 
rous and  unfeeling.  He  punished  some,  who 
were  guilty  of  the  King's  murder,  and  some. 
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who  were  ianocenti  Morton^  the  Chancellor^ 
and  Maitland^  the  Secretary^  were^  with  him- 
self, the  most  guilty,  as  the  most  influential ; 
yet,  were  they  rewarded,  and  not  punished* 
The  French  ambassador  Lygnejrol,  who  had 
acted,  like  the  servant  oi  two  masters,  at  length 
applied  to  the  Regent,  for  the  Queen*s  release ; 
but,  his  requisition,  which  was  plainly  founded, 
in  an  engagement,  for  a  valuable  conmderatioD, 
Murray  easily  evaded,  by  saying  what  was  not 
altogether  true ;  that  she  was  not  so  much  his 
prisoner,  as  the  Parliament's  ;^  who  had  voted 


*  Acta  Pari,  ill.  28.  This  act  legalizes  the  guilty  conduct 
of  those,  who  imprisoned  the  Queen :  But,  H  may  be  doubl- 
ed, whether  it,  expressly,  authorized  the  detaining  of  tiie 
Qucen^  in  future^  though  a  very  willing  intellect  may  inler> 
that  her  future  imprisonment  was,  virtually,  implied.  In  the 
proclamation  of  the  Regent,  and  the  Privy  Council,  from 
Glasgow,  the  3d  of  May  1568,  it  is  said  :  "  Forasmuch  as 
my  Lord  Regent*s  grace,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Secret  Coun- 
cil being  advertised,  how  that  the  Queen,  mother  to  our  sove- 
reign lord,  bein^  put,  and  keepit,  in  the  place  of  Lochleven, 
by  the  advice,  and  consent,  of  the  Estates  in  Parliament^  it 
now  escapit.**  Keith*8  App,  155.  This  recital  of  Mmn^, 
and  his  Privy  Council,  is  untrue.  The  Queen  was  put  into 
Lochleven-castle,  by  the  unauthorized  warrant  of  Morton, 
and  six  other  persons ;  but  not  by  the  Estates :  Nor,  was  h 
true,  that  the  Queen  was  kept,  in  the  same  castle,  by  the 
authority,  or  advice  of  the  Estates.  None  of  the  acts  of 
Parliament  of  December  1567,  provided,  for  detaining  the 
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her  to  be  faulty  upon  faulty  proofs  :  Did  ever 
any  other  Parliament  legalize  a  revolution 
without  inquiry  9  Did  any  Parliament  everim- 
.prison  a  Queen,  their  sovereign,  before,  without 
a  charge,  and  proofs  ?  Her  supposititious  let- 
ters were  not  produced  in  evidence,  and  her 
marriage  with  Bothwell,  was,  by  the  act  of  his 
attainder,  declared  to  be  a  coerced,  not  a  vo- 
luntary marriage.  Murray,  by  acting,  as  we 
have  seen,  both  in  the  Privy  Council,  and  in 
the  Parliament,  made  the  Queen  the  victim  of 
his  ambition,  by  charging  her  with  his  own 
crimes,  without  producing  one  iota  of  proof. 
His  Parliament,  by  legalizing  all  the  violences, 
and  villainies  of  his  faction  against  his  sove- 
reign,  without  calling  for  proofs,  or  examining 
persons,  disgraced  themselves,  rather  than  the 
Queen. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Regent's  security,  the 
Queen  made  her  escape,  from  Lochleven-castle, 
on  the  2d  of  May  1568 ;  owing  to  the  assia- 
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Queen  a  prisoner,  in  future.  On  the  said  3d  of  May,  thia 
was  a  cose  unprovided  for,  by  any  positive  law :  And,  there- 
fore, the  Regent  Murray,  unwarrantably,  asserted  to  be 
tme  what  was  untrue,  both  \afact,  and  law.  The  notion  of 
imprisoning  the  King's  mother,  by  iniplication,  was  a  part  uf 
the  guilty  code  of  the  Regent  Murray,  which  came  down  to 
htm,  frou)  that  very  virtuous  character,  Ixird  Chancellor 
Morton,  the  assassin  of  Rlzzio,  the  murderer  of  the  Kirrg. 


ike  RegmU  Murra^.l    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  %79 

tance  of  George^  and  William  Douglas^  the  one, 
a  youth^  the  other^  a  boy :  But^  her  triumph  was 
short.  In  attempting  to  find  a  safe  retreat^  in 
Dunbarton-castle^  her  little  army  was  defeated^ 
by  the  Regent's  vigour,  on  the  13th  of  the 
same  month,  at  Langside.  During  her  fligfatj 
her  fears  induced  her  to  suppose,  from  a  recol- 
lection of  deceptive  promises,  that  Elizabeth 
would  give  her  an  asylum,  and  aid,  who  only 
gave  her  a  prison,  and  persecution.  Cedl,  her 
greatest  enemy,  secretly,  rejoiced,  when  he 
heard  of  her  arrival^  at  Carlisle ;  as  he  had  her 
now  in  his  power,  for  whom  he  had  laid  so 
many  snares.  Mary,  though  she  knew^  that 
she  was  hated,  by  the  Queen- mother  of  France, 
might  have  relied  on  the  attachment,  and  pro^ 
tection,  of  Charles  IX.,  who  had  a  great  friend- 
ship for  the  Scotish  Queen. 

What  Mary  could  expect,  from  her  good 
sister  of  England,  advised  as  she  was,  by  such 
a  minister,  as  Cecil,  cannot  easily  be  conceived. 
The  Scotish  Queen,  however,  wrote  from  Car- 
lisle seveml  letters  to  Elizabeth,  which  are  in- 
structive, and  eloquent ;  and  she  solicited  Eli- 
zabeth's aid,  for  her  restoration,  by  the  personal 
instances  of  Lord  Herries,  who  served  her  with 
spirit,  and  fidelity,  though  he  had  been  ma- 
ligned, by  Knollys,  the  Queen's  warden  :  But, 
ner  rival  Queen  would  consent  to  little  more. 
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than  to  hear  the  mutual  pretensions  of  Mary, 
and  Murray ;  and  to  prevent  the  Regent,  from 
ruining,  by  his  violence,  the  friends,  and  ad- 
herents, of  the  Scotish  Queen.  Notwithstand- 
ing Elizabeth's  application  to  Murray,  he  went 
on,  with  his  usual  resentment,  to  cast  down 
the  houses  of  some,  to  execute  others,  who  were 
forfeited,  by  the  Parliament,  which  he,  purpose- 
ly called,  for  those  ends  of  vengeance.* 

The  Queen  had  been  thus  compelled,  by  a 
faction  of  her  nobles,  with  Murray,  at  their  head, 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  England.'  The  unfortu- 
nate Queen  was,  however,  immediately  placed 
in  ward,  at  Carlisle ;  and  so  remained  under 
the  custody  of  the  vice-chamberlain,  Knollys, 
till  she  was  ordered,  to  remove  to  Bolton- 
castle. 

Meantime,  ensued  a  correspondence  between 
Elizabeth,  and  Murray,  of  matchless  artifice  ; 


*■  Hist.  K.  Jama  VI.  42-6-7.  | 

'  The  coDvcntion  of  peers,  and  prelates,  at  Dunbarton,  of 
that  measure  assert :  "  And  yet,  they  who  have  cnterprioed 
the  same  are  not  in  number  the  sUth  part  of  the  nobilitji 
nor  of  the  people  of  the  realm  :  And  there  are  six  or  seven 
Korls,  who  have  vote  ia  Parliiuncnt,  before  any  of  them, 
who  have  usurped  ihcir  j>lace  ;  because  with  such  treason- 
able, anil  deceitful  means,  they  have  obtained  the  Gtrciigtha 
of  tlie  country,  by  grenl  prpsents,  and  rewards,  given  to  the 
traitors,  who  were  the  keepers  thereof."  [Goodall,  ij. 
354-5] 
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by  which  the  English  Queen  drew  to  herself 
an  examination  of  the  complaints  of  Mary 
against  Murray;  and^  by  the  same  means^ 
Murray  tried^  to  induce  Elizabeth  to  prejudge 
the  pretensions  of  both  parties^  without  the 
knowledge  of  Mary.''  That  correspondcinoe 
ended^  at  lengthy  in  the  appointment  of  an  in-' 
quiry,  at  York,  before  EUizabeth^s  oommission*: 
ers,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury, and  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  in  the  first  week  of 
October  1568.  It  is  important  to  remark,  that 
Murray,  by  his  endeavours,  to  obtain  Queen 
Elizabeth's  judgment,  before  hand,  on  the  sa« 
tisfactory  qualities  of  his  proofs,  evinces  his 
own  opinion  of  the  box  full  of  documents,  as 


"*  See  Elizabeth's  letter^  in  GoodalU  ii.  75  -,  wherein  she  . 
scolds  Murraj,  at  a  g^reat  rate  -,  and,  at  the  same  time,  slilj 
accepts  Murray's  offer  of ''  making  declaration  to  her  of  his 
whole  doings**  against  the  Scotish  Queen.  See  what  Mur- 
ray^  and  his  counsellors^  said  to  Middlemore,  Elizabeth's 
agent,  in  Goodall,  ii.  75  ;  wherein  Murray  talks  of  having 
the  Scotish  Queen's  privy  letters,  which,  in  their  o]iinion8j 
sufficiently  proved  her  consent  to  the  murder  of  her  husband : 
In  this  document  of  the  2Sd  of  June  1568,  they  first  inti- 
mate, that  the  Queen's  supposititious  letters,  which  were 
written,  in  the  vulgar  language,  when  they  were  mentioned 
in  the  Privy  Council,  and  Parliament  of  Scotland,  during 
December  1567,  had  been  translated,  into  our  language,  as 
if  the  originals  had  been  written,  in  some  o^^er  tongue. 


876  THE  LIFE  OF       [Mem.  V.  Memoir  of 

extremely  suspicious,  from  what  be  knew  of 
their  history. 

Understanding  that  this  inquiry,  which  the 
English  Queen  intended  to  have,  at  York,  was 
to  be  attended  "  with  great  ceremony,  and  so- 
lemnities," Murray  made  suitable  preparations, 
for  the  occasion ;  The  Regent  appointed  him- 
self, the  Earl  of  Morton,  and  some  other  trusty 
friends,  as  the  King's  commissioners,  with  Se- 
cretary Maitland,  and  George  Buchanan,  two 
of  the  ablest,  and  most  unprincipled  of  man- 
kind, with  some  others,  of  a  similar  sort,  for 
assistants.  The  Queen  was  not  wanting  on 
her  part-  As  her  commissioners  she  appointed 
Lesley,  the  Bishop  of  Ross,  Lord  Herries,  and 
some  others  of  less  note,  for  their  skill,  and 
energy :  And,  to  give  greater  authority,  and 
lustre,  to  their  commission,  they  had  also 
powers,  and  instructions,  from  the  loyal  con- 
vention of  peers,  and  prelates,  at  Dunbarton, 
in  September  1568. 

Murray,  as  Regent,  now  took  upon  hira,  the 
whole  burden  of  foresight.  Owing  to  this  cir- 
cumstance, it  was,  that  he  gave  to  Morton  a 
formal  receipt,  for  the  said  box,  and  letters. 


i 


'  It  ran  in  this  manner :  "  At  Edinburgh,  the  iGth  of 
September  1568:  '  The  which  day,  I  James,  Earl  of  Mur- 
nifi  confess  to  have  received,  from  James,  Earl  of  Morton, 


4 
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This  formality  of  receipt,  for  a  box-full  of  for- 
geries^ was  thus  given^  by  Murray,  to  Morton, 
in  order  to  bolster  op  those  despicable  counter-^ 
feits,  which  were  intended  to  prove  the  charge, 
which  they  intended  to  make  against  the  Queen, 
for  the  murder  of  her  husband,  which  had  been 
committed  by  themselves.    But,  who  proved, 
that  such  a  box-fiill  of  letters  had  been  ever 
discovered,  by  Morton  ?  Morton,  the  falsifier, 
said,  that  he  had  found  them  on  Dalgleish, 
as  he  was,  in  the  act  of  carrying  them,  from 
Sir  James  Balfour,  the  keeper  of  the  castle. 
Was  Dalgleish,  though  they  had  him  as  a  pri* 
soner,  ever  examined,  with  regard  to  the  box* 
full  of  letters  ?  No.  Was  Balfour  ever  examin- 
ed ?  No.  Was  any  one  ever  examined,  in  Scot- 
land, to  ascertain  the  truth  ?  No.    The  Queen, 

a  silver  box  overgilt  with  gol(]>  with  all  privy  letters,  con- 
tracts^ or  obligations  for  marriage,  sonnets,  or  love^ballads, 
and  all  other  letters  contained  therein,  sent,  and  passed, 
betwixt  the  Queen,  and  James,  sometime  Earl  Both  well, 
which  box,  with  the  whole  writings  therein,  were  taken, 
and  found,  with  the  late  George  Dalgleish,  the  servant  to 
the  said  BothwcU,  upon  the  !20th  of  June  1567>'"  &c.  &q. 
[Goodall,  ii.  90.  From  the  Register  of  Murray's  Privy 
Council.]  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  when  Morton 
entered  Holyrood- house,  on  the  Queen's  flight,  be  obtained 
possession  of  her  jewels,  and  property^  with  this  silver  box, 
overgilt  with  gold. 
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when  she  heard,  that  the  conspirators  pretended 
to  have  found  a  boxfiill  of  her  letters,  denied, 
that  she  ever  wrote  such  letters.  The  nega- 
tion of  the  Queen  is  more  persuasive,  than  the 
affirmation  of  Morton ;  as  the  denial  of  ho- 
nesty is  more  probative,  than  the  assertion  of 
knavery. 

The  period  of  the  letters  was,  from  the  20lh 
of  January  1566-7  to  the  10th  of  the  sub- 
sequent February.  In  this  period,  Morton 
knew,  that  Bothwell  had  not  any  such  do- 
cuments, under  the  Queen's  hand.  In  this 
period,  the  Queen  was  completely  reconciled  to 
her  husband;  and  went  to  Glasg^ow,  to  bring 
him  to  Edinbm'gh.  Some  of  those  letters, 
were  dated,  from  Glasgow,  before  the  25th  of 
January  in  that  year:  But,  the  Queen  was, 
then,  at  Edinburgh.  Some  of  those  letters, 
were  plainly  dated,  from  Stirling,  with  regard 
to  the  Queen's  intei-ception,  by  Bolhwell : 
But,  the  act  of  Bothwell's  forfeiture,  ascertains 
facts,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of 
such  letters.  Now ;  what  is  there  opposed  to 
those  invincible  positions  i  The  answer  must  be, 
the  assertion  of  a  falsifier,  and  the  coofirmatioa 
of  a  liar. 

With  whom  did  Bothwell  act,  from  the 
epoch  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  King  and 
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Queen  ?  With  Murray^  and  his  fisietion.  Did 
not  Bothwell,  and  Maitland^  meet  Morton^  at 
Whittingham,  to  concert  the  murder  of  Darn- 
ley  ?  Yes :  Were  not  Morton^  and  Maitland^  the 
agents  of  Murray  ?  Yes.  Bothwell^  then^  con* 
tributed  his  lud  to  the  murder  of  Damky,  id 
concert  with  Mmtland^  Morton,  and  Murray ; 
and  not  with  the  Queen.  How^  was  Both  well 
employed,  in  the  period  of  those  supposititious 
letters  [from  20th  of  January  to  10th  of  F^ 
bruary]  ?  The  answer  must  be.  In  providing 
men,  and  means,  to  murder  Darnley.  How 
was  the  Queen  employed  in  tbe  same  period  ? 
In  taking  care  of  her  husband,  with  the  aid  of 
her  physician. 

Did  not  Morton,  and  Maitland,  as  Murray*s 
agents,  obtain  the  acquittal  of  Botbwell,  when 
he  was  tried  for  the  murder  of  Damley  ?  Yes. 
Did  not  Morton,  and  Maitland,  procure  a  de- 
claration from  certain  peers,  and  prelates,  of 
tbe  innocence  of  Botbwell,  and  of  his  fitness, 
for  the  husband  of  tbe  Queen  ?  Yes.  Did  not 
that  declaration  embolden  Botbwell,  to  arrest 
the  Queen  on  the  highway ;  to  carry  her,  by 
force,  to  the  castle  of  Dunbar ;  to  enforce  the 
Queen  therein,  to  consent  to  marry  him  ?  Yes. 
Were  not  these  the  three  treasonous  facts,  for 
which  Murray*s  Parliament  of  December  1667 
forfeited  Botbwell?    Yes.    These  facts  being 


260  THE  LIFE  OF        [Mbm.  V.  Mtmuir  of  \ 

true,  we  may  perceive,  that  her  marriage  was 
enforced,  and  not  voluntary. 

Was  it  not  fiction,  and  falsehood,  with  which 
Murray  charged  the  Queen,  in  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  the  4th  of  December  1567,  and  in  hia 
ParUament  of  the  15th,  as  justifications,  for  the 
Queen's  dethronement?  Yes.  Did  she  write 
such  letters  to  Bothwell?  No.  Was  she  privy 
to  the  murder  of  her  husband  ?  No.  Was  she 
not  enforced  to  marry  Bothwell,  by  the  arti- 
fices, and  coercions,  which  Botliwell  used,  by 
the  means  of  Morton,  and  Mattland,  as  agents 
of  Murray?  Yes.  Were  not  Morton,  and  Mait- 
land,  both  convicted,  by  Parliament,  and 
punished,  for  the  murder  of  Darnley?  Yes, 
Did  not  they  act  for  Murray,  in  that  conspi- 
racy ?  And  did  not  Murray  obtain,  the  great 
object  of  all  his  aims,  the  government  of  Scot- 
land, by  the  Queen's  dethronement,  under  the 
force  of  Morton,  and  Mmtland  ?  Yes.  He  ob- 
tained the  government,  from  those,  who  de- 
forced the  imprisoned  Queen ;  and  not  from 
the  Queen  herself,  who  never  assented  to  the 
papers,  which,  by  fraud,  and  force,  she  was 
compelled  to  sign.  And,  Murray  was  of  coui"se 
appointed  Regent,  not  by  legitimate  choice, 
hut  by  guilty  violence. 

Did  not  Murray  receive  that  box-full  of  for- 
geries,   from    Morton,    knowing   them    to    bej 
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obvious  fabrications  ?  The  formality  of  the 
receipt^  which  he  gave  to  that  audacious  mis- 
creant, for  that  box-full  of  forgeries,  is  a  full 
proof  of  Murray's  knowledge  of  their  spurious^ 
ness,  and  of  his  baseness,  in  adopting  spurious^ 
for  real  documents.  He  carried  those  forge* 
ries  into  England,  with  the  fell  design,  of  charg-^ 
ing  the  Queen,  his  sister,  and  benefactress,  with 
the  murder  of  her  husband,  which  he,  and  his 
agents,  had  committed,  with  Bothwell,  for  their 
instrument;  whom  they  contrived,  to  make 
the  victim  of  Murray's  villainy.  ' 

Murray,  having  in  his  communications  with 
Elizabeth,  felt  his  dangerous  way;  owing  ta 
the  difficulty  of  his  design,  of  proving  the  guilt 
of  innocence,  and  of  converting  forgeiy  into 
genuineness ;  he  set  out,  from  Edinburgh,  to 
York,  on  the  21st  of  September  1668.  The 
Regent  was  attended,  on  this  disgraceful  oc- 
casion, by  his  associates,  and  assessors :  But, 
he  was  himself  responsible,  for  the  wickedness 
of  the  design,  and  the  baseness  of  the  execu- 
tion. As  it  was  the  object  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Cecil,  to  amuse  France,  and  Spain,  and  to  de- 
lude the  Scotish  Queen;  the  commissioners, 
Norfolk,  Sussex,  and  Sadler,  took  appropriate 
oaths,  that  they  would  act  sincerely  and  up- 
rightly, without    any   sinister   affection,  and 
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should  afore  God^  bear  witness,  to  be  honest, 
godly,  just^  and  true/ 

Such^  then,  were  the  oaths,  by  which  all  par- 
ties, were  bound  to  act  fairly,  and  impartially. 
But,  oaths^  in  that  age,  were  not  deemed  of  any 
efficacy.  After  some  preliminary  proceedings, 
the  English  commissioners,  at  the  reiquest  of 
Murray,  who  was  still  afraid  of  his  proofs,  and 
continued,  to  act  as  a  miscreant,  admitted  his 
assistants^  Maitland,  MacGill,  Buchanan,  and 
Balnavys,  four  of  the  ablest,  and  wickedest 
men,  in  Scotland,  to  a  secret  conference,  where- 
in they  showed  the  English  commissioners,  and 
expounded,  for  their  better  instruction,  all  such 
proofs,  and  circumstances,  as  to  induce  a  ve- 
hement presumption  of  the  Scotish  Queen's 
guilt,  and  even  to  adjudge  her  guilty  of  her 
husband's  murder.  But,  did  the  English  com- 
missioners, by  acting  thus  secretly,  and  par^ 
tialljfy  act  according  to  their  oaths  ?  No.  They 
sent  an  abstract  of  the  whole  of  what  they  had 
learned,  at  this  clandestine  conference,  secretly^ 
to  Elizabeth,  and  supplied  themselves  with  ab- 
stracts.*   They  thus  seem  to  have  decided  the 

'  See  the  above-mentioned  oath,  in  GoodaU,  ii.  J2 ;  and 
also  the  oaths  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  commissioners,  to 
act  honestly.  16.  122-3. 

■  See  their  letter  to  Elizabeth,  of  the  9th  of  October 
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great  object  of  the  inquiry  against  the  Scotish 
Queen  ;  but  contrary  to  what  had  been  Eliza- 
beth's avowed  intentions,''  though  perhaps 
agreeable  to  her  private  wishes.  They  did  this, 
however,  by  incurring  the  charge  of  perjury: 
Murray  seems  to  have  obtained,  at  the  outset 
of  this  inquii-y,  by  his  knavery,  the  great  object, 
of  showing  his  own  innocence,  and  Mary's 
guilt.  Those  clandestine  proceedings  were 
probably  made,  by  the  secret  instructions  of 
Cecil,  to  obtain  a  full  view  of  Murray's  proofs, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  collect  matter  of 
charge,  and  defamation,  against  the  Scotish 
Queen.  Both  those  objects  of  Cecil  seem  to 
have  been  very  fully  obtained  ;  while  Eliza- 
beth's passion,  for  slander  of  her  hated  cousin, 
was  abundantly  gratified.' 


1568,    in   Goodall,  ii,    139-40;  and  in  Anderson's   Col.  \. 
58.  ''   Cahala,  139. 

'  Sailler  left  behind  Uim  a  Collection  of  State  Papers, 
which  had  passed,  through  his  liands )  and  which  were  pub- 
lished, in  1809  ;  In  Vol.  ii.  337,  there  are  given  "  the  spe- 
cial words,  in  the  Queen  of  Scats'  letter,  icritUn  with  her 
own  liaiid,  to  Bothwell ;  declaring  the  inordinate,  and  filthie 
love,  betwLct  her,  and  liim."  We  thus  understAnd,  from 
Sadler,  that  the  above  are  the  very  wonls  of  the  original  let- 
ter of  the  Scotish  Queen,  wrillen,  with  her  otcn  handi  and 
thoM  veTf  uiords  were  written,  in  the  vulgar  languag'  of  a 
vulgar  people.  Let  us  now  collate  Sadler'i  extract!  with  the 
gmJiine  forgery,  in  Goulall,  ii.  1-2. 
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It  was  here  important^  to  lay  before  the 
reader^  a  Bpecimen  of  those  secret  communica- 

Sadlse*8  Fab&icatbd  Forgery.— [Letter  i.  from  Glasgow.] 
''  First,  That  she  being  departed  from  the  place  where 
the  lefte  her  harte>  it  was  easie  to  be  judged  what  was  her 
countenaunce>  seeing  she  was  no  more  then  a  body  without 
a  harte :  [That  if  she  had  not  had  a  profe  of  her  husband's 
herte  of  wax,  and  knowing  her  owne  to  be  of  a  diamond 
(wherennto  no  shotte  coulde  make  breche  but  that  which 
cam  out  of  Bothwell*s  hande),  she  wold  have  almost  pitieof 
him,  bidding  Bothwell  not  to  feare,  for  that  the  place  shoulde 
holde  unto  the  deth ;  in  recompense  whereof,  she  prayeth 
him,  that  he  wiU  not  let  his  herte  be  woonne  from  her  by 
that  false  race,*  that  will  travail  no  lesse  with  him  for  the 
same.**] 
*  In  the  margin,  "  By  this  is  meant,  Bothwell*s  wif.** 

GooDALL*s  Real  Forgery.— [Letter  i.  From  Glasgow.] 

"  Being  departit  from  the  place,  quhair  I  left  my  hart,  it 
is  esie  to  be  judgeit  quhat  was  my  countenance,  seeing  that 
I  was  even  als  meckle  as  ane  body  without  ane  hart ;  quhilk 
was  the  occasion,  that  quhile  dennertyme,  1  held  purpose  to 
nabody ;  nor  yit  durst  any  present  themselfis  unto  me,  judg- 
ing yat  it  was  not  gude  so  to  do.*' 

[There  is  nothing  of  Sadler*s  second  paragraph  *'  That 
if  she  had  not — *'  to  the  end ;  in  the  real  foi^ry.] 

N.B.  The  three  distinct  series  of  passages,  which  are 
published,  in  Sadler's  papers,  u,  p.  837-8-9  ',  were  all  taken 
by  him,  from  the  letter  No.  i.  in  Goodall,  and  not  fix>m 
several  letters ;  and  by  collation,  it  appears,  to  have  been 
greatly  interpolated,  not  indeed,  by  Sadler,  but  by  the  for- 
gers themselves,  before  they  laid  this  letter  No.  i.  before  the 
English  Commissioners. 


*• 

k 
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tions ;  in  order  to  obtain  an  accurate  view  of 
the  villainy  of  one  party^  and  the  injustice^ 
which  was,  thereby,  done  to  the  other.    If 
Sadler's  extracts  be  what  he,  expressly,  says 
they  were,  the  very  words,  that  were  copied^ 
by  him,  from  the  letter,  that  was  privately  laid 
before  the  English  commissioners ;  then,  would 
this  fact  prove,  that  Murray,  and  his  assessors, 
had  in  their  box,  the  same  forged  letters,  in 
various  editions,  all  written,  by  the  Queen's 
own  hand,  in  different  languages,  to  suit  every 
emergency :  In  this  state  of  the  subject,  Sadler's 
extracts,  in  the  very  words,  are  important ;  as  a 
new  proof  of  the  general  forgery,  and  as  afresh 
evidence,  that  Murray,  and  his  associates,  had 
some  forgery,  or  some  falsehood,  always  at 
hand,  for  disgracing  the  Scotish  Queen,  by  ca- 
lumniation, and  supporting  their  own  designs, 
by  the  basest  means.      Murray's  associates, 
during  their  clandestine  conference,  constantly, 
affirmed,  that  those  letters,  and  other  docu- 
ments, were  written,  by  the  Queen's  own  hand  ; 
and  they  offered  to  swear,  and  take  their  oaths 
thereupon :''  And  yet  were  they  not  authenti- 
cated, by  any  proof.  Whatever  Murray's  asses- 
sors might  say,  and  offered  to  swear,  the  letter 


^  See  the  Commissioners'  letter  to  Elizabeth^  in  Goodall 
ii.  139-4^. 

VOL.  III.  U 
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produced^  and  sonnets,  were  undoubtedly  forge- 
ries.' The  commissioners  seem  to  have  believed 
every  thing,  which  was  said  to  them,  by  the  men, 
who  had  an  interest,  in  £alsehood,  and  wrote 


'  The  letter  exhibited  was  No.  i.  in  GoodalFs  series^  which 
is  here  called  *'  a  horrible  and  long  letter,  of  her  own  hand, 
''as  they  say.*'      It  was   dated,  from  Glasgow,  on  the 
S4fth  of  January  1566-7 :  Now ;  the  publick  records  of 
Scotland  evince,  that  the  Queen  still  remained,  at  Edin- 
buigh,  on  that  day :  And  the  Queen  was  then  reconciled  to 
her  husband  -,  while  Bothwell,  to  whom  they  were  said  to 
be  addressed,  was  acting  with  those  very  men,  as  one  of  the 
King's  murderers.     In  Mary's  instructions  to  her  commis- 
doners,  dated  at  Bolton,  the  39tb  September  1568,  she  says  : 
''  In  case  they  allege  to  have  any  writing  of  mine,  whence 
they  may  infer  presumption  against  me }  you  shall  desire 
the  originals  of  such  writings   may   be  delivered,  for  my 
inspection:    For,  you  shall  affirm,  in   my  name,  I  never 
wrote  any  thing,  concerning  such  a  matter  to  any  one  : 
And  if  any  such  writings  be,  they  are  false,  and  feigned, 
forged  I  and  invented,  by  themselves,  only  to  my  slander :  And 
there  are  divers  in  Scotland,  both  men,  and  women,  that 
can  counterfeit  my  hand-writing,  and  write  in  like  manner 
of  writing,  which  I  use,  as  well  as  myself  ^  and  principally, 
such  as  are  in  company  with  themselves.*'  [Secretary  Mait- 
land.]     [Goodall's  yfpp.  No.  136.]     But,  as  the  [suppositi- 
tious letters  of  the  Queen  were  not  openly  avowed  as  proofs, 
at  York,  though  shown,  privately,  the  above  instruction  was 
not  produced,  by  her  commissioners :  Hence,  the  injury  to 
the  Scotish  Queen,  the  villainy  of  Murray,  and  the  baseness 
of  Elizabeth's  commissioners. 
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every  thing  to  Elizabeth^  whether  it  were  trae, 
or  false :  Nor  did  they  perceive,  that  they  were 
acting  contrary  to  their  duty ;  as  their  conduct 
was  in  opposition  to  their  oaths. 

But,  the  present  subservience  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  did  not  protect  him,  from  subsequent 
prosecution,  for  his  conduct,  on  that  occasion. 
Serjeant  Barham,  when  arguing  Elizabeth's 
charge  against  the  unfortunate  Norfolk,  insist- 
ed, that  he  had  perjured  himself;  for  he  had 
taken  a  corporal  oath,  to  deal  indifferently,  on 
that  inquiry.  "^  It  required  not,  indeed,  the 
decisive  authority  of  the  learned  Serjeant,  to 
prove,  that  commissioners,  taking  such  an  oath, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  trust ;  yet, 
acting  knavishly,  were  perjured:  But,  what 
shall  we  say  of  Elizabeth,  who  tempted,  and 
impeached,  like  the  Jbul^end?  What  shall 
we  think  of  Murray,  who  was  summoned  to 
answer  his  Queen's  charges,  yet,  often  applied 
to  his  judges,  for  their  opinions,  if  he  had  not 
proved  her  guilty  of  the  crime,  which  he  had 
himself  committed?  The  whole  inquiry,  at 
York,  was  a  gross  scene  of  abomination,  for  its 
partiality,  and  injustice ;"  and  ought  to  have 

"*  See  Barham's  speech^  in  Sadler's  State  Papers,  ii.341-S{. 

*  It  is  an  aggravation  of  that  injustice^  that  some  of  the 

commissioners^  perhaps,  the  whole,  saw  through  the  cloud 


888  THE  LIFE  OF     [Mem.  V.  Memoir  of 

been  a  warning  voice  to  the  Scotish  Queen^  to 
close  an  inquiry,  from  which  she  could  not 
expect  any  good,  but  receive  infinite  injury. 

From  the  representations  of  the  Bishop  of 
Ross,  and  Lord  Boyd,  who  went  to  her,  from 
York,  to  Bolton,  she  knew,  ^^  that  Murray  and 
"  his  party,  had  privily  uttered  to  Elizabeth's 
commissioners,  all  that  they  were  able  to  allege 
against  her/'  She  knew  much  more  of  the 
injurious,  and  disgraceful  proceedings  of  the 
York  inquiry.®  Here,  the  Scotish  Queen,  if 
she  had  been  well  advised ;  had  she  been  less 
credulous,  and  less  buoyed  up,  by  delusive 
hope,  ought  to  have  made  her  stand  against 
any  further  inquiiy ;  unless  Elizabeth  would, 
fiEurly,  communicate  to  her,  every  thing,  and 
every  document,  which  Murray,  and  his  asso- 
ciates, had,  secretly y  communicated  to  the  per- 
jured, Norfolk,  Sussex,  and  Sadler,  contrary  to 
their  duty,  and  character,  in  opposition  to  the 
genuine  principles  of  a  liberal  inquiry.  The 
Scotish  Queen  did  not  seem  to  see,  that  the 
real  object  of  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  obviously 
was,  by  advocating  the  proceedings,  from  York 

of  foigery^  which  was  raised^  by  artifice^  before  their  eyesy 
that  truth,  and  innocence,  were  with  the  Scotish  Queen.  See 
Sussex's  letter  to  Cecil,  22nd  October  I568,in£x>dge,  ii.  1-2. 
o  Knollys's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  15th  October 
1568     Goodall,  ii.  158.00. 
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to  London;  to  convert  the  inquiry  into  a  crimi- 
nal trial  of  Mary^  for  the  murder  of  her  husband^ 
with  Murray,  for  the  prosecutor,  and  Cecil,  for 
his  assessor.  Yet,  did  the  unfortunate  Queen, 
who  was  conscious  of  her  own  innocence,  and 
deluded,  by  Elizabeth's  dissimulation,  rather 
rejoice,  than  object  to  that  insidious  measure. 
If,  according  to  some  of  the  Scotish  historians^ 
the  unskilfulness  of  Mary*s  conduct,  during 
this  inquiry,  be  a  proof  of  her  guilt,  she  was^ 
plainly,  guilty.  The  only  mitigation  of  this 
censure,  seems  to  be,  that  she  had  to  struggle 
against  the  baseness  of  Murray,  and  the  for- 
geries of  his  partisan,  the  dissimulation  of  Eli- 
zabeth, and  the  artifices  of  Cecil,  which  con- 
verted every  event,  and  every  measure,  to 
Marfs  wrong,  and  calumniation.  She  had  no 
other  resource  ;  but  to  close  an  inquiry,  which, 
from  the  villainy,  that  conducted  it,  must 
necessarily  end  in  her  disgrace :  Her  commis- 
sioners, seeing  what  had  occurred,  at  York, 
ought  to  have  declined  to  act,  at  Westminster, 
or  indeed,  at  any  place,  where  Elizabeth's  dis- 
simulation, and  Cecil's  kilavery,  bore  sway. 

Elizabeth,  in  pursuance  of  her  plan,  in  carry- 
ing the  inquiry,  from  York  to  Westminster, 
appointed  new  commissioners,  with  similar 
oaths  ;  in  order,  that  France,  and  Spain,  might 
have   new  proofs,  how  honourably  Elizabeth 
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acted,  and  how  Jairly  the  Scotish  Queen  was 
ti-eated.  Cecil  was  one  of  the  new  commis- 
sioners of  inquiry,  who  took  the  oath  of  impar- 
tiality, of  fairness,  of  honesty :  And,  Cecil 
prescribed  the  modes  of  proceeding,  during  this 
renewed  inquiry  ;  which  consisted,  in  receiving 
papers,  and  documents,  and  proofs,  not  in  the 
presence  of  the  adveree  party,  but,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  that  party.  Nothing  has  been  more 
reprobated,  by  the  constitntiou  of  this  country, 
than  ex  parle  proceedings,  or  proceedings  in 
the  absence  of  the  person,  having  an  interest : 
For,  such  /jor^m/ proceedings  are  in  themselves 
unjust,  and  lead  to  every  practice  of  wrong, 
and  every  deduction  of  injury.  The  very  mode 
of  inquiry  inferred  injustice,  and  iniquity.  And, 
Cecil,  by  laying  down  that  partial  mode  of 
proceeding,  acted  contraiy  to  the  oath  of  fair- 
ness, and  impartiality,  which  he  had  just  sworn: 
The  clandestine  proceedings,  at  York,  were  not 
more  partial,  and  unjust,  more  insidious,  and 
abominable,  than  the  conduct  of  Cecil;  If 
Norfolk  was  guilty  of  peijury,  Cecil  was  much 
more  guilty;  as  Norfolk  acted  under  injunc- 
tion ;  but  Cecil  was  the  director,  with  design, 
in  his  head,  nud  nialice,  in  his  heart. 

At  lengtli,  on  the  26tb  of  October  I5(i8, 
Murray,  and  his  associates,  openly,  charged  the 
fSeotish  Qm-rn.   before     Klizabeth's    coinniis- 
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fiioners^  with  the  murder  of  her  husband.  Cecil, 
and  his  coadjutors^ by  receiving  this  charge^ from 
the  very  murderers  themselves,  against  the 
innocent  Queen,  in  her  absence,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  her  commissioners,  gave  a  practical 
example  of  the  partiality,  and  wrong,  of  the  in- 
justice, and  abo^lination,  of  Cecil's  guilty  mode 
of  proceeding  against  the  object  of  his  hate, 
and  persecution :  Had  the  Queen,  or  her  agents, 
been  present,  they  must  have  objected  to  tius 
charge,  as  unfit,  and  extrajudicial;  because, 
the  whole  inquiry  being  voluntary,  and  the 
Scotish  Queen  having  always  protested  against 
being  tried,  criminally,  by  Elizabeth :  So  Eli- 
zabeth could  not  empower  her  deputies  to  do 
what  she  had  no  power  to  do  herself.  By  acting 
thus,  without  power,  and  of  course  having  no 
jurisdiction  to  hear,  and  determine,  a  charge 
of  murder  against  the  Scotish  Queen,  they  per- 
jured themselves  still  more,  than  the  York  com- 
missioners, by  acting,  without  authority,  and 
without  candour.  Thus  it  was,  and  must  be, 
where  servility,  and  dislike,  wrong,  and  injus- 
tice, and  such  guilty  passions  were  carried, 
beyond  all  bounds ;  and  were  thus  allowed 


tt 


to  partiaUze 


The  unstooping  firmness  of  their  upright  souls/' 

Elizabeth,  who  had,  meanwhile,  one  eye  on 
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France,  and  Spain,  and  the  other  on  Mary, 
directed  her  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  to 
reprove  Murray,  and  his  associates,  for  making 
that  horrible  charge ;''  whereby,  said  the  Lord 
Keeper  to  Murray, — "  if  you  should  prove  it 
"  true,  she  should  be  infamous,  to  all  princes 
"  in  the  world."'  Murray  might  have  told  the 
keeper  of  Elizabeth's  conscience,  that  he  had 
been  urged,  by  Cecil,  the  keeper  of  the  same 
Queen's  secrets,  to  make  this  charge.  Such 
were  the  effects  of  Elizabeth's  duplicity,  which 
admitted  of  no  bounds.  She  wished  to  look 
Jair  in  the  eyes  of  France,  and  Spain,  while  she 
left  to  posterity  a  character  of  dissimulation 
most  Joul :  Of  her  duplicity,  and  hard-hearted- 
nesB,  of  her  jealous    temper,  and  murderous 


pGoodall,  ii.  231-3. 

^  Goodall,  ii.  S28-9  :  The  reprimand  of  Murmy  was  g^ven, 
on  the  6th  of  December  1568,  As  earljr  aa  theSOth  of  Oc- 
tober preceding,  KnoUys,  the  warden  of  Mary,  had  written 
to  Cecil :  "  All  things  considcreil,  I  see  not  how  her  ma- 
"  jesty  can,  with  honour,  and  safety,  detain  this  Queen, 
•'  Hnle»»  she  shall  be  utterly  disgraced  to  the  leorld;  and  the 
"  contrary  party  be  thoroughly  maintained."  lb.  161. 
Mildmay,  and  Leicester,  concurred  in  this  advice.  And 
Cecil  acted  upon  it.  Hence,  the  elandettine  proceedingt,  at 
York,  against  Mary  :  And,  hence  this  charge  against  her, 
at  Westminster,  which  was  plainly  solicited  by  Cecil,  to 
"  make  her  infamous  to  all  the  prince*  in  the  world." 
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spirit^  the  state-papers  of  her  reign  are  the  pro- 
per vouchers.  On  the  same  spirit  of  disgracing 
the  Scotish  Queen^  Murray^  and  his  faction, 
constantly  acted,  for  obtaining  the  dethrone- 
ment of  their  Queen,  and  giving  her  sceptre  to 
the  conspirator^  who  had  always  his  head,  and 
heart,  and  hand,  upon  it. 

From  the  15th  of  June  1568,  when  Murray 
received  a  command^  from  Elizabeth,  to  com^ 
into  England,  to  explain,  and  defend,  his  own 
proceedings,  he  employed  his  agents,  Maitland^ 
and  Buchanan,  to  collect  forgeries,  for  defend- 
ing himself,  and  charging  her :  By  their  dili- 
gence, he  was  enabled,  to  bring  to  York,  not 
only  a  boxful  of  forgeries,  but  a  cart-load  of 
vitiated  documents,  and  records.  He  opened 
his  magazine  of  fraud,  at  York,  though  under 
some  concealments  of  bis  ultimate  object,  whil^ 
he  was  yet  uncertain  of  Elizabeth's  real  designs. 
When  he  had  transferred  bis  fraudulent  maga- 
zine to  Westminster,  he  soon  learned,  from 
Cecil,  that  Elizabeth's  design  concurred  with 
his  own ;  and  Murray  was  thus  induced  to 
prefer  his  charge  against  the  Scotish  Queen, 
as  the  murderess  of  her  husband/    Yet,  when 


'  Here  is  this  funous  charge  :  ''  It  is  certain  -,  and  we  have 
always  affirmed^  that  as  James  Earl  of  Bothwell^  was  tha 
chief  executor  of  the  unworthy  murder  perpetrated  on  the 


994  THE  LIFE  OF    [Mem.  V.  Memoir  0/ 

the  detail  of  this  charge  is  considered,  it  will 
appear,  that  never  was  there  such  a  charge,  80 
illogically  drawn  ;  so  false,  in  its  statements  j  so 
delusive,  in  its  concealments  of  the  tmth. 

Whatever  those  guilty  men  might  say,  or 
might  swear,  the  State  Papers  of  England,  and 
the  Statute  Book  of  Scotland,  demonstrate, 
that  the  Queen's  hnshand  was  murdered,  by  a 
conspiracy  of  nobles,  whereof  Bothwell  was  the 
instrument,  and  Murray,  the  cliief:  Bothwell 
acted  with  Murray,  and  not  with  the  Queen : 
And  Murray  was  the  persuader  of  Bothwell  to 
act,  with  Morton,  and  Mnitland,  as  his  agents: 
So,  it  does  not  follow,  that  she  was  of  the  fore- 
knowledge of  the  crime,  much  less  a  persuader 
to  the  execution  of  the  same  crime :  For  it  is 
an  incontrovertible  fact,  that  she  was  recon- 
ciled to  her  husband,  during  several  weeks, 
before  the  crime  was  perpetrated,  by  Bothwell, 


person  of  the  late  King,  Heniy,  the  Queen's  husband  :  So, 
■wns  she  of  the  foreknowledge,  nnd  persuader  of  the  said 
murder  to  be  ilone  ;  and  the  mointainer  of  the  doers  thenof, 
by  impeding  the  inquisition,  and  punishment,  due  for  the 
same,  according  to  law  ;  iind  consequently,  by  her  marriage 
with  the  said  James,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  after  be  was  charged 
ns  the  chief  doer  of  the  murder."  [Goodall,  ii.  SOG-7.]  It 
was  signed  by  Murray,  and  by  his  associates,  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  Lord  Liudsny,  the  Bishop  of  Orkney,  the  Commen- 
dntor  of  Duinfcrniling. 
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Morton,  and  Maitland  :  But,  they,  moreover, 
charge  the  Queen  with  impeding  the  inquisi- 
tion of  the  crime,  and  preventing  the  punish- 
ment of  the  chief  criminal,  Bothwell.  Yet,  they 
forgot,  that  Bothwell  was  actually  tried,  by  the 
Qneen^s  order,  on  the  12th  of  April  1567,  be- 
fore Argyle,  the  Justice-general,  with  a  court, 
consisting  of  Murray's  partisans  ;  that  Morton, 
supported  him  on  one  hand,  and  Maitland,  on 
the  other ;  so  as  to  procure  his  acquittal ;  while 
Lennox  was  afraid,  or  ashamed,  to  appear  as  his 
prosecutor :  But,  Morton,  and  Maitland,  as  the 
agents  of  Murray,  went  some  steps  further,  in 
favour  of  Bothwell :  They  obtained,  from  se- 
veral peers,  and  prelates,  a  declaration  of  Both- 
welVs  innocence,  and  of  his  fitness,  as  a  hus- 
band, for  the  Queen  :  Their  charge,  then,  is  not 
true,  that  the  prosecution  of  Bothwell  was  im- 
peded, by  the  Queen.    And  there  is  another 
fact,  which  evinces,  that  Bothwell,  before  his 
marriage  with  the  Queen,  was  protected,  by 
Murray's  faction :  When  the  Queen  surrendered 
herself  at  Carberry-hill  to  that  faction,  with 
Morton,  at  its  head,  they  purposely  allowed 
Bothwell  to  depart,  from  the  field,  when  he  was 
within  their  power.  And  she  is  charged  with  ob- 
structing justice, by  marrying  Bothwell,  though 
he  had  been  denounced,  as  the  King's  murderer. 
Morton,  and  Maitland,  as  Murray's  agents,  by 
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obtaioing  the  acquittal  of  Bothwell,  and  the 
declaration  of  so  many  peers,  and  prelates,  of 
his  innocence,  and  fitness,  for  the  Queen's  hus- 
band, encouraged  that  audacious  noble,  to 
inarch  out,  at  the  Iiead  of  a  thousand  horse, 
to  arrest  the  Queen  on  the  road  to  Edinburgh  ; 
to  carry  her,  forcibly,  to  his  castle  of  Dunbar, 
and  therein  to  coerce  her,  till  she  agreed  to 
marry  him.'  The  facts  being  thus  stated,  by 
MuiTay's  Parliament,  in  which  Morton  pi-e- 
sided,  as  Chancellor,  what  guilt  did  she  incur, 
or  what  could  she  know  of  the  guilt  of  Both- 
well,  as  the  murderer  of  her  husband,  or  what 
obstruction  could  she  give  to  the  pursuits  of 
justice  against  a  noble,  who  was  protected,  by 
Murray's  faction  ?  Such,  then,  is  the  answer, 
which  may  be  submitted,  to  Murray's  charge 
against  Mary ;  a  charge,  which  can  now  be 
considered,  as  a  mere  tissue  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, and  falsehood,  of  sophistry,  and  imperti- 
nence. 

Elizabeth's  Commissioners thusacting.as  we 
have  seen,  without  jurisdiction,  now  hurried  on, 
without  regard  to  justice,  or  consideratioo  of 


4 
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■  The  act  of  Murray's  Parliament  in  December  1567,  for- 
feited BothneU,  not  only  for  his  miinier  of  the  King,  but 
for  treoaonously  wlzing  the  Queen,  on  ihe  liighway,  forcibly 
carrying  her  to  Dunbar-castlc  i  and  forcibly  obliging  her  to 
consent  to  marry  him.  /icta  Pari,  iii  5-8. 
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fitness  :  Before  the  Scotish  Queen  bad  declarad, 
whether  she  admitted^  or  denied^  the  charge  of 
Murray,  the  Commissioners  went  on  to  hear  his 
proofs :'  But,  what  fairness,  what  e^uity^  what 
truth,  could  be  obtained,  by  receiving  proofs,  in 
the  absence  of  the  party,  who  was  to  be  affected 
by  them  ?  In  thus  proceeding,  what  attention 
was  there  to  the  oaths,  which  the  Commissio- 
ners had  taken,  that  they  would  act  fairly,  and 
honestly,  and  godly?  The  answer  must  be,  that 
they  brought  themselves  within  the  law,  as  laid 

*  On  the  9th  of  December  IS67,  the  Eaii  of  Morton  was 
admitted  to  swear  to  a  declaration^  setting  forth  the  manner 
how  he  came  to  obtain  the  boxful!  of  letters,  sonnets,  and 
other  papers.  [Goodall,  ii.  230.]  This  declaration  seems  not 
to  be  preserved.  But>  there  appears  no  cause  shown,  why 
the  person  carrying  this  box>  Dalgleish,  was  not  examinedj 
abont  it.  Neither  was  it  shown,  why  Sir  James  Balfour,  who 
was  said  to  have  had  the  custody  of  this  box,  was  not  exa- 
mined, to  account  how  he  came  into  the  possession  of  such 
a  box.  Murray,  and  his  associates,  now  gave,  in  evi- 
dence, Erench  copies  of  those  supposititious  letters,  which 
those  g^lty  men  swore  were  the  true  original  letters  of  the 
Scotish  Queen.  The  box  was  now  emptied  of  its  contents, 
which  were  sworn,  by  those  men,  who  were  known  falsifiers, 
to  be  all  perfectly  genuine.  [Goodall,  ii.  235-6.]  The  re- 
ceiving of  such  documents,  illegitimate  as  they  were,  as 
evidence,  in  the  absence  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  and  her 
Commissioners,  is  another  exemplification  of  the  partiality, 
and  ii\justice,  of  that  unjust,  sophistical,  and  abominable* 
inquiry. 
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down  by  Serjeant  Barham ,  that  whoever  takes 
an  oath,  to  ^ct  fairly ^  yet  actsjbully,  is  guilty 
of  perjury.  The  knavish  conduct  of  Cecil 
brought  him  within  the  reprobation  of  that 
law :  When  Elizabeth  made  her  Lord  Keeper 
reprehend  Murray,  for  bringing  such  a  charge 
against  his  sovereign ;  yet,  allowed  Secretary 
Cecil,  to  carry  it  into  effect,  by  illegal  practices, 
and  illegitimate  proofs,  she  only  evinced,  by  her 
contradictory  conduct,  that  her  dissimulation, 
and  envy,  had  absorbed  every  principle  of  rec- 
titude, in  her  heart,  as  a  woman,  and  annihi- 
lated every  maxim  of  justice,  in  her  head,  as  a 
Queen. 

Murray,  still  suspecting,  that  his  documents" 
did  not  convict  the  Scotish  Queen  of  her  hus- 
band's murder,  though  they  effected  Elizabeth's 
design  of  calumniating,  and  disgracing,  the 
object  of  her  malignity,  had  recourse  to  delibe- 
rate falsehood  :  He  asserted,  '^  That  the  estates 
of  Scotland,  finding  her  unworthy  to  reign, 
decreed  her  demission  of  the  crown."  The  Queen 
was  imprisoned,  and  dethroned,  in  June  1567, 
by  Murray's  agent,  Morton,   with  six  other 

"  Whoever  may  wish^  for  critical  and  minute  proofs  of 
Murray's  documents  being  palpable  forgeries^  must  consult 
Goodairs  Examination,  1754  ;  Tytler*s  Inquiry,  1760-90 ; 
Whitaker's  Vindication,  1789-90. 


tU  Regent  Murray,']  THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  399 

nobles^  calling  themselves  the  nobles.  Murray's 
Parliament  did  not  assemble  till  the  subsequent 
December^  who  indemnified  those  nobles,  for  the 
basest   acts  of  treachery,  and  violence,  and 
legalized  her  demission  of  the  crown,  which, 
by  her  imprisonment,  was  invalid,  and  by  the 
artifices,  the  tumult,   and  the  terror  of   the 
means,  employed,  was  a  nullity,  in  the  very  act. 
When  Murray  heid  done  all  that  forgery,  and 
falsehood,  could  effect,  he  failed,  in  throwing 
the  guilt  of  Darnley's  murder,  from  himself, 
and  his  agents,  on  the  innocent   Queen :  The 
consciousness  of  the  guilt,  continued  in  their 
own  minds,  and  in   the   conviction   of  their 
countrymen,  till  that  consciousness,  and  this 
conviction,  in  the  progress,  and  disclosures  of 
time,  ended  in  the  declared  guilt,  and  publick 
punishment,  of  his  chief  associates.    Elizabeth 
had  meantime  denuded  herself  of  jurisdiction, 
by  departing,  from  her  original  purpose ;  and 
without  authority,  assuming  the  power,  to  hear 
a  charge  of  murder  against  the  Scotish  Queeuy 
by  illegitimate  means,  she  involved  herself,  in 
the  guilt  of  illegality,  and  the  disgrace  of  de&- 
mation.    The  injured  Maiy  now  desired  to  be 
admitted,  personally,  to  this  inquiry,  to  defend 
her  own  innocence,   and  to  explain  her  own 
motives :    But,  Elizabeth,  publickly,  avowed, 
"  that  from  the  beginning  the  only  reason,  why 
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she  was  debarred  from  my  presence,  was,  merely, 
through  the  rumour,  and  slander,  that  she  had 
beenparticipantjin  the  murder  of  her  husband.'" 
The  same  rumour,  and  slander,  applied  to  the 
admittance  of  Murray,  and  Morton  ;  and  some- 
thing more  than  rumour,  that  they  had  been 
guilty  of  murder,  and  assassination,  of  forgery, 
and  falsification  :  Yet,  did  Elizabeth  take  them 
to  her  bosom  ;  as  they  were  the  instruments  of 
her  guilty  passion ;  while  Elizabeth  rejected 
the  Scotish  Queen,  who  as  a  woman  was  full  as 
innocent,  and  accomplished  as  she  ;  as  a  prin- 
cess was  as  well  born,  and  bred,  as  she ;  and  as 
a  Queen  had  more  dignity,  and  true  spirit,  than 
she:  Whereupon,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Scotish  Queen  declared,  "  that  they  would  no 
ways  proceed  any  further ;  and  protested,  that 
whatever  were  done,  hereafter,  should  not  pre- 
judice their  sovereign,  in  any  sort :'"  But,  they 
came  too  late  with  their  protestation,  after  their 
sovereign  had  been  slandered,  and  disgraced, 
by  eveiy  mode  of  falsehood,  and  practice  of 
perjury.  The  Scotish  historians  upon  this  pro- 
ceeding have  remarked,  that  Mary  seemed  to 
shrink  from  the  charge,  as  if  conscious  of  guilt; 


I 
I 


«  Goodall,  ii,  2«  I ,  at  Hampton  Court,  on  the  4lli  of  De- 
cember ISC", 
r  Goodal).  ii.  Q23. 
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and  to  recriminate  from  revenge,  more  tliaa 
from  ability,  to  prove  the  guilt  of  her  adver- 
saries :'  Bat,  such  historians  found  it  more  easy 
to  scribble,  than  to  inquire :  Their  green  eyes 
did  not  allow  them  to  perceive,  that  Elizabeth^s 
design,  plainly  was,  to  obtain  materials  of  de- 
famation ;  and  their  idle  ignorance  did  not 
enable  them  to  ascertain,  that  the  State  Papers 
of  England,  and  the  Statute  Book  of  Scotland^ 
contained  demonstrations  of  Murray,  and  his 
partisans,  being  the  guilty  characters,  whO' 
murdered  the  Scotish  King,  and  merely  endeli;- 
voured,  by  the  basest  means,  to  cast  the  guilt, 
and  the  disgrace,  from  themselves  upon  her ; 
while  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  kno^dng  the  truths 
involved  themselves  in  the  criminality,  and 
Ignominy,  of  those  atrocious  men,  whom  they 
used,  as  the  instruments,  of  their  oppressive 
wrongs.  Those  historians,  only,  exhibited  their 
own  ignorance,  which,  invariably,  infers  some 
blame. 

Yet,  Elizabeth  continued  her  deceptive  ai'ti- 
fices  :  And,  Mary  was  induced,  to  depart  from' 
her  purpose  of  discontinuing  the  inquiry.  Her 
Commissioners,  by  her  direction,  returned   to 

*  Mary  knew,  before  she  was  driven  from  Scotland,  that 
Morton,  and  Maitland  were  both  guilty  of  that  crime. 
lb.  71. 

VOL.  III.  X 
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Hampton  Court,  on  the  24th  of  December ;  and 
avowed  their  purpose,  to  charge  Murray,  and  his 
guilty  associates,  with  the  crime  that  was  imput- 
ed, by  them,  to  their  mistress ;  to  defend  her  in- 
nocence; and  to  repel  the  calumnies,  which  had 
been  cast  upon  her :  For  these  ends,  they  de- 
sired, to  have  the  writings,  which  had  beeu 
given  in  evidence  against  her,  or  copies  thereof, 
to  enable  them  to  perform  their  serious  pur- 
pose. Ehzabetli  now  thought,  or  pretended  to 
think,  this  request  very  reasonable, and  rejoiced, 
with  envious  regret,  that  her  good  sister  woidd, 
in  that  manner,  defend  her  honour ;  yet,  her 
apprehensions  of  detection  did  not  allow  her 
to  grant  so  reasonable  a  prayer,  as  the  commu- 
nication of  the  papers,  which  had  been  unjustly 
admitted  in  proof  against  their  mistress.  The 
Bishop  of  Ross,  and  Lord  Herries,  now  exhi- 
bited strong  representations  against  Murray, 
and  his  criminal  associates."  But,  an  attempt 
was,  in  consequence,  made,  by  Elizabeth,  and 
her  Commissioners,  to  browbeat  the  Bishop  of 
Ross,  and  Lord  Herries,  though  in  vain  :*  They 

■Goodall,  ii.  2S3-93. 

•"  76.307-8-9:  They  were  asked,  if  they,  personally  would 
charge  Murray,  and  his  associates,  with  the  murder  of  the 
Scotish  King  >  They  answered.  No  :  But,  as  the   Scotish  , 
Queen's   Commissioners,    they  would    persevere  in    their.J 
charge. 
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adhered  to  their  instructed  purpose.  They  again 
prayed  for  copies  of  their  adversaries  docu-^ 
ments ;  a  request,  which  Elizabeth  continued 
to  think  very  reasonable ;  yet,  was  afraid,  or 
ashamed,  to  grant/    Elizabeth  now,  with  her 
usual  subterfiiges,  wished   rather  to  end  this 
inquiry,  which  had  given  her  materials  of  slan- 
der, by  a  compromise^  which  would  protect  her- 
criminal    instruments.      The  Scotish   Queen^ 
however,  would  not  accept  of  any  compromise ; 
declaring  that  she  would  resign  her  diadem  only 
with  her  last  breath."*    And  Elizabeth,  seetnig 
that  her  dissimulation  was  used  in  vain,  put  an 
end  to  this  disgraceful  proceeding.     On  the 
12th  of  January  1568-9,  Murray,  with  his  as-' 
sociates,  came  to  Elizabeth's   presence,  and 
were  allowed   to   depart  into  Scotland:  The* 
Queen  giving  him,  under  the   name  of  loan, 
5000/.  as  a  reward,  for  his  many  materials  of 

«  16.  285-93-98. 

^  lb.  3U0-3.  On  the  25th  of  December  1568,  theScotUh 
Queen's  Commissioners  declared,  that  she  would  answer 
Murray's  char^,  if  Elizabeth  would  direct  only  copies  of 
the  proofs  against  their  mistress.  /&.  281.  The  Queen's 
Commissioners  continued,  without  success,  to  press  this  re- 
quest, till  the  3l8t  of  January  1568-9.  lb.  333.  Meanwhile, 
Elizabeth's  ministers  intercepted  the  proofs,  which  she  was 
collecting  against  Murray :  See  Huntley,  and  Argyle's  Pro- 
testation against  Murray,  and  his  shuffling  answer.  10. 
317-21. 
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scandal  agaiost  the  sister,  whose  bounty  had 
given  him  the  Earldom  of  Murray,  with  a 
thousand  benefits.'  Thus  ended  this  ignomt- 
oious  inquiry !  At  the  end  of  January  1568-9, 
the  Scotish  Queen  was  ordered  to  be  carried, 
from  Bolton,  to  Tutburle,  as  a  prisoner,  who 
was,  in  Elizabeth's  estimation,  entitled  to  little 
favour :  At  the  same  time,  Elizabeth  never 
doubted  her  right,  however  doubtful  in  itself,  of 
imprisoning  the  Scotish  Queen,  after  she  had 
wronged  her,  by  every  artifice  of  her  nature. 

Murray  now  hastened,  from  Kingston,  to 
inform  his  partisans,  in  Scotland,  of  hiR  final 
success.  "  Yesternight,"  said  he,  "  we  had  the 
Queen's  majesty's  answer,  by  her  Council ;  al- 
lowing our  doings,  with  a  promise  to  maintain 
the  King's  authority,  and  our  regiment  [regen- 
cy]."' Such  were  the  sentiments,  no  doubt,  of 
Cecil,  though  perhaps  not  of  Elizabeth  :  But, 
such  was  the  policy,  which  the  Scotish  Queen 
might,  from  her  reception,  in  England,  have 
expected  from  both,  if  she  had  not  been  in- 
fluenced much  more,  by  credulity,  than  by 
experience. 

In  this  manner,  then,  was  brought  to  a  con- 


'  Rym.  Fttd.  xv.  677. 
'  CioodaU,  it.  306.  Murray's  letter  to  CnLigmiltar,  llth  of 
IB.  1S6S-9. 
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elusion  this  famous  inquiry,  which,  whatever 
might  be  its  speciousness,  Was  plainly  intended^ 
by  every  mode  of  artifice,  to  disgrace  the  Scotiah 
Queen,  in  the  eager  eyes  of  the  civilised  world.' 
How  much  perjury  was  committed,  at  York,  to 
cJEilumniate  the  Scotish  Queen,  needs  not  be 
repeated.  Similar  scenes  were  acted,  at  West- 
minster, and  Hampton-court,  where,  without 
jurisdiction,  without  the  shadow  of  justice,  or 
impartiality,  the  same  Queen  was  charged,  and 
convicted.  Without  a  hearing,  of  her  husband^s 
murder.'*  And,  last,  though  not  least,  Eliza- 
beth, and  Cecil,  while  they  avowed  to  Prance, 
and  Spain,  the  fairest  intentions,  acted  the 
foulest  practices,  by  soliciting  Murray,  and 
Morton,  and  their  coadjutors,  to  swear  to  the 
genuineness  of  letters,  and  other  papers,  whicl^ 
they  all  knew  to  be  feigned,  and  forged ;  while 
of  this  abominable  solicitation,  we  may  say,  of 
Elizabeth,  in  Shakespeare's  language : 

"  You  set  the  crown 

Upon  the  head  of  this  forgetful  man  -, 
And,  for  his  sake>  bear  the  detested  blot^ 
Of  murderous  subornation .** 

<  See  Cecil's  correspondence  in  the  Cabala,  which  is  the 
voucher  of  his  criminal  duplicity. 

^  Goodall,  ii.,  is  the  genuine  record  of  the  guilty  proceed- 
ings of  Elizabeth's  Commissioners^  and  of  Murray,  and  his 
associates',  peijuries. 
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Murray,  and  his  guilty  associates,  now  basteo- 
ed,  homeward,  with  the  alacrity  of  persons, 
who  had  been  tried  for  their  lives,  and  were 
acquitted.  He  arrived,  at  Berwick,  on  the 
30th  of  January  1568-9  :  And,  as  he  owed 
everything  to  Cecil's  protection,  he  immediately 
wrote  him,  that  on  his  way,  he  had  inquired  into 
the  present  disposition  of  tlie  Kings  mother; 
and  found  hei*,  in  her  conceit,  nothing  dejected, 
nor  destitute  of  friends ;  adding  that,  "  there 
never  was  greater  occasion,  to  be  careful  of  her 
security :  And,  if  the  Lords  Boyd,  and  Herries, 
and  the  Bishop  of  Ross,  could  be  stayed,  for  a 
season,  it  would  do  great  good."'  Such  were 
Murray's  malignity,  and  fears,  even  amidst  his 
triumphant  arrival,  on  the  Tweed,  and  his  am- 
bitious hopes  of  a  quiet  reign. 

He  arrived,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  2d  of  Fe- 
bruary 1568-9;  having  remained,  in  England, 
since  the  21st  of  September  1568.  He  found 
Scotland  far  from  tranquil,  whatever  he  could 
write,  or  KUzabeth  proclaim.  Rumour  had 
preceded  him,  that  he  had  sacrificed  the  iode- 
pence  of  his  country  to  his  own  ambition  :  And, 
it  was  reported,  that  he  had  solicited  the  conti- 
nuance  of  the  Queen's  imprisonment,  and  had 
agreed,  to  surrender  the  King  to  Elizabeth's 


'  lb.  ii.  3SS, 
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tuition,  which  was  only  another  name,  for  the 
subjection  of  an  ancient  kingdom  to  an  auld 
enemy.  Hearing  of  such  disquieting  reports,  Eli- 
zabeth issued  a  proclamation :  assuring  her  good 
neighbours  of  Scotland,  with  her  happiest  dis- 
simulation, '^  that  in  the  cause,  betwixt  the  said 
Queen  and  her  son^  [Murray,]  there  hath  lacked 
no  good  meanings  nor  yet  doth,  to  have  the  same 
well  ended,  with  quietness  to  the  whole  nation 
of  Scotland,  and  without  any  prejudice,  to  the 
crown  of  Scotland,  or  the  dignity  thereof.*'^  If 
this  were  true,  why  imprison  the  Scotish  Queen, 
wit)iout  right,  and  without  pretence,  other  than 
the  personal  hate  of  a  guilty  heart  ?  But,  thus 
it  is  to  be  in  the  habit  of  artifice,  and  in  the 
practice  of  knavery !  The  wretched  people  of 
this  degraded  nation  were  now  preparing,  for 
civil  war.  Murray,  however,  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival,  repaired  to  Stirling,  where  he  laid 
his  guilty  proceedings,  in  England,  before  a 
convention  of  his  nobles,  who  ratified  all,  with 
their  usual  servility. 

The  Duke  of  Chattelherault,  who  had  been 
long  expatriated  for  his  attachment  to  Murray, 
returned  to  Scotland,  on  the  22d  of  February 
1569;  bringing  with  him  a  commission,  from 


^  This  insidious  proclamation  may  be  seen  in  Goodall^  ii. 
3«8. 
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the  QueeD,  as  Lord  Deputy,  which  he  caused  to 
be  published^  with  a  command  to  the  Scotish 
people.  That  they  would  obey  no  other  au- 
thority, than  his  legitimate  power.  But,  Mur- 
ray was  not  a  statesman,  that  would  be  terrified, 
by  such  appearances  of  opposition.  Having 
the  sword  of  Viceroy  in  his  hand,  which  he 
kjnew  ho  w  to  wield,  and  the  habits  of  villany, 
thftt  he  was  in  the  practice  of  using ;  he  com- 
manded the  King's  people  to  meet  him,  in  arms, 
on  the  10th  of  March,  at  Glasgow.  These  pre- 
parations, for  warfare,  were,  however,  put  an 
end  to,  by  a  sort  of  treaty,  which  stipulated, 
for  a  meeting  of  certain  nobles,  at  Edinburgh, 
on  the  10th  of  April  1569.'  lliis  meeting  con- 
cluded, as  might  have  been  foreseen,  from  the 
character  of  Murray,  by  sending  the  Duke,  and 
Lord  Herries,  as  prisoners,  to  Edinburgh-cas- 
tle." Argyle,  and  Huntley,  who  had,  also, 
taken  arms,  for  the  Queen,  were  soon  induced 
to  submit,  with  some  loss  of  influence,  which 
could  not  be  easily  maintained,  while  there  ex- 
isted, on  the  one  side,  in  teres  tedness,  and  dis- 
traction; on  the  other,  vigour,  and  subtilty. 
Before  the  end  of  April  1569,  the  Regent  saw 
no  one,  in  Scotland,  to  dispute  his  power,  how- 


*  Hist,  of  K.  James,  vi.  58. 
"*  Hist,  of  K.  James,  65  -,  Spottiswoode,  218  9. 
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soever  obtaioed^  by  foroe^  or  maintained,  by 
fraudulence. 

ftdeantime,  the  intrigue,  which  Maitland,  and 
Murray  had  begun  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
at  York,  for  marr3ring  the  Scotish  Queen,  and 
which  he  renewed,  at  Hampton-court,  was 
early  suspected,  by  Cecil.  Murray  was  re- 
quired, by  the  English  minister,  to  reveal  what 
he  knew  of  this  obscure  transaction :  Fearing 
Elizabeth's  hate,  more  than  shame,  Murray 
basely  betrayed  the  Duke  to  his  offended  so- 
vereign ;  delivered  his  letters  into  her  hands ; 
and  endeavoured,  by  artifice,  as  well  as  threats, 
to  induce  Maitland,  to  act  with  equal  baseness, 
and  the  same  breach  of  trust,  though  without 
success.  The  simultaneous  intrigue,  which  was 
opened,  in  Scotland,  by  Lord  Boyd,  in  June 
1569,  for  obtaining  a  dissolution  of  Mary*s 
marriage  with  Bothwell,  and  other  objects, 
could  not  be  obtained,  from  the  Regent's  coun- 
cils, while  Elizabeth's  duplicity  was  known, 
and  Cecil's  arts  were  felt.  Norfolk  was  im- 
prisoned, for  his  imprudent  passion.  The  Earls 
of  Northumberland,  and  Westmoreland,  seem 
to  have  been  little  influenced,  by  his  fate :  And 
running  out  into  rebellion,  they  were  easily 
driven  into  Scotland,  wheie,  falling  into  the 
Regent's  hands,  they  were  not  safe.  Had  the 
rebels  of  Scotland,  during  this  reign,  the  Mur- 
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rays,  the  Mortons,  and  their  guilty  associates, 
been,  equally,  delivered  to  criminal  justice,  the 
Scotish  Queen  had  not  been  at  that  period  a 
captive,  and  the  Scotish  people  had  not  felt,  at 
the  same  time,  the  direful  effects  of  civil  dis- 
cord. 

Elizabeth,  exulting  at  ber  success,  began  to 
consider  the  Scotish  Queen,  as  the  hidden  cause 
of  all  her  disquiet :  And,  without  suspecting 
her  own  jealousy,  or  Cecil's  management,  to  be 
any  of  the  real  causes  of  her  uneasiness,  she 
adopted  the  disgraceful  purpose  of  surrender- 
ing the  captive  Queen  to  the  Regent  Murray, 
on  such  conditions,  as  had  suited  the  malig- 
nant designs  of  both.  The  vigilance  of  the 
Bishop  of  Ross,  having  discovered  this  intrigue, 
opposed  it ;  which  the  ambassadoi-s  of  France, 
and  Spain,  represented,  as  an  action,  infamous 
in  itself,  and  dangerous  to  her  own  safety:' 
These  representations  interposed  some  delibe- 
ration, which  saved  Elizabeth,  as  well  as  Mur- 
ray, from  an  additional  stigma,  in  delivering  a 
relation,  and  a  Queen,  into  the  polluted  hands 
of  unprincipled  ruffians. 

The  Regent  Mnri-ay  now  found  leisure,  ia 
May  1569,  to  punish  some  priests,  by  pillory, 
for  saying  mass,  who  had  been  condemned  to 


I 


I 


■  KulKTbon's  HUl.  i.  530  :  CucU,  iii.  4^1, 
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death ;  and  proceeding  from  Stirling  to  St. 
Andrews,  he  burnt  a  sorceress,  called  Nicne- 
ven ;  and  hanged  Sir  William  Stewart,  the  lion- 
King,  for  divers  points  of  witchcraft,  and  ne- 
cromancie ;  but  whose  real  crime  consisted,  in 
thinking  the  Queen  more  innocent  of  the  death 
of  Darn  ley,  than  Murray  himself;  and  at  the 
same  'time,  the  Regent  hanged  French  Paris, 
for  whatever  crime,  though  not  till  the  more 
guilty  Murray,  by  means  of  Buchanan,  and 
Wood,  had  forged,  for  him,  two  declarations ; 
the  one  criminating  Both  well,  and  the  otfaer^ 
denouncing  the  Queen.^  Of  a  similar  sort  of 
villany  was  the  accusation,  about  that  time, 
against   Secretary  Maitland,   for    the   King*8 


o  Hist.  of.  K.  James  VI.  65-6.  The  original  dedaratioii 
of  Paris  against  the  Queeu^  which  remains  in  the  Paper 
Office^  demonstrates,  that  declaration  to  have  been  drawn 
up,  by  Buchanan,  and  Wood,  in  Murray's  castle,  and  to  have 
been  transcribed,  by  Murray's  secretary.  In  October  1569, 
Murray  transmitted  to  Cecil,  that  declaration,  **  if  further 
proo/ should  be  required."  [Goodall,  ii.  88.]  ITiis  shows 
what  sort  of  documents  Murray  regarded,  as  proof:  But 
Cecil  seeing,  from  the  declaration  itself^  that  the  world 
would  consider  Buchanan,  and  Wood,  as  the  forgers  of  it, 
under  Murray's  eye,  desired  Murray  to  send  him  a  certified 
copy  of  it.  This  certified  copy  was  sent,  in  consequence  of 
that  desire.  And  we  now  see  Cecil,  and  Murray,  concur- 
ring, in  this  fraudulent  act  of  manifest  forgery,  for  the  delu- 
sion of  a  confiding  world. 


3H  THE  UFE  OF         [Mbm.  V.  Memoir  tfM 

murder,  by  Crawftird,  a  servant  of  Lennox, 
though  the  charge  was  made,  in  concert  with 
Murray,  and  Moi-ton,  who  both  knew  his  guilt; 
as  they  were  themselves  guilty :  He  was  com- 
mitted to  Edinburgh-castle;  and  a  day  was 
avowedly  appointed,  for  his  formal  trial :'  But, 
when  the  day  of  trial  approached,  saith  Spottis- 
woode,  so  many  were  preparing  to  keep  the 
day,  that  the  Regent,  disliking  soch  convoca- 
tions, and  disdaining  to  have  justice  ottthrag- 
ged,  prorogued  the  convention  for  four  months.' 
Murray,  Morton,  and  Maitiand,  as  we  have 
clearly  seen,  were  all  equally  guilty  of  the 
King's  murder ;  and  to  have  tried,  in  a  pubiick 
court,  the  most  able,  the  most  artful,  and  the 
most  eloquent  man,  in  Scotland,  would  have 
disclosed  such  scenes  of  villany,  and  of  trea- 
son, as  would  have  confounded  Murray,  and 
Morton,  and  astonished  a  deluded  people :  The 
object  seems  only  to  have  been,  as  Maitiand  no 
longer  co-operated,  with  his  guilty  coadjutors, 
to  imprison,  and  disgrace  him.'    He  was  after- 


f  Hinl.  of  K.James  VI.  G9-T0.  i   Hut.  339-3. 

''  And  even  that  object  seems  not  to  have  been  obtained  : 
For,  in  the  draught  of  a  letter  dated  in  July  1570,  in  Ce- 
cil's hand,  from  Elizabeth  to  Lennox>  the  Regent  of  Scot- 
land, in  the  Paper  Oftice,  it  is  said  :  "  And,  Maitiand,  there- 
by^  appearelh  to  have  gotten  auch  credit  among  the  advene 
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wards,  attainted,  by  ParliaqieDt,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Darnley,  as  we  have  perceived,  ai^d  diedf. 
of  poison,  from  whatever  hand. 

Soon  after  those.  hyppcriUcal,  and  guilty 
scenes,  Murray  dispatched  the  Commendator 
of  Dumfermlin  to  the  EngUsh  court,  Mdth  in- 
structions,  which  show^  with  strong  conviction, 
how  coolly  Murray  could  write  falsehood,  how 
deliberately  he  could  regard  forgeries,  a&proofisy 
how;  confidently  he  could  trust,  for  his  support, 
to  the  duplicity  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  villaoy 
of  Cecil.*  But,  the  time  was .  now  at.  hand, 
whwkisuch  shifts  could  no  longer  support  a 
statesma^n,  whose  whole  life  was  a  tissue  of 
subtilties^  and  subterfuges,  of  falsehoods,  and 
forgeries,  of :  rapaciousness^  and  corruption,  of 
ambitious  aims, .  and  rebellious  efforts :  The 
Regent  Murray  was  doomed,  to  sustain  a  vio^ 
lent  death,  by  an  injured  hand :  As  the  Regent 
rode  through  the  streets  of  Linlithgow^  he  was^ 
slain,  by  the. vengeful  shot  of  the  injured  Ha** 
milton,  on  the  23d  of  January  1569-70/ 


party,  that  he  holdeth  the  bridle >  in  his  hand,  to  stay,  or 

hasten  them  forward.'* 
*  See  those  instructions  in  Goodall,  ii.  84«S« 
^  Cabala,  160  -,  Murdin,  769  ;  Spottiswoode,  ^4;  Hiti.  of 

K,  James  VL  75.    At  the  same  time,  were  with  the  lUgent, 

says  Cecil,  Sir  Henry  Gates,  and  the  Marshal  of  Berwick, 
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Br  Ms  irife  -^g^*^  Mhim  left  two  dsogli- 


SMBit  cf  IJovm«  wko  CHpoj^cd  villi 


of  MaffYvr,  wader  a  defiectiTe 


tide:  MvT  Banied  Frmk  Eari  of  EnoL 
SfaniT*$  vidoar  ■irrird  Sir  Cofia  Caaipbdl, 
wte  bemae  Eari  of  AigHe^  ia  1374,  m  the 
dMrii  of  Ms  dder  bralker,  witkoM  isoe ;  a^l 
earned  wkb  ber  mamr  of  the  Qaeea's  jcvds» 
whicli  the  Repeat  Mortoa  coapeDed  ber  to 
restoK.*    The  widov,  and  chihtra  of  Manaj, 


left  fay  him,  ia  ffistressed  ctrnuastaaees, 
oara^  to  the  Tast  debts^  which  he  had  contract- 
ed both  at  home,  and  abrond,  ia  poRint  of  his 
obfects:  He  had  acquired,  as  we  hare  seen, 
fatf]ge  estates ;  but,  his  gwltj  cxpenditiire  apoa 
his  nomeroas  partisaiis,  for  sopportin^an  orer. 


DiWT,  for  dtwammUm^,  ia  tke  Qmcb's  mmm,  tke  £wi  of 
rKMtiHiinbcfHiMy  WM  odMsn. 

*  Ate  P^rL  96.     But  see  tbe  .^f .  to  this  Memoir,  No. 
IX. 
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powering  faction^  had  exhausted  his  revenues. . 
He  was  relieved,  as  we  know,  from  the  records,* 
by  the  King  and  Queen,  not  more  than  ten, 
days,  before  the  death  of  Darn  ley,  while  they 
were  both  condemned,  however,  the  one  to  the 
bowstring,  the  other,  to  deprivation,  and  death. 
The  widow,  and  children,  applied  to  the  Par- 
liament of  1574,  for  publick  relief:  And,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Chancellor,  to  consider  their 
case ;  as  it  was  not  fit,  said  his  partisans,  that 
the  widow,  and  children,  of  the  late  R^ent 
should  be  wrecked.^  Such,  then,  was  the 
wretched  end  of  the  mighty  ambition  of  Mur- 
ray, which,  like  the  ocean, 

*' Did  8well>  and  rage,  and  foam> 

To  be  exalted  with  the  threat'niDg  clouds/' 

In  that  disputatious  age,  there  was  not  any 
statesman,  whose  character  was  drawn,  with, 
such  opposite  colours,  as  that  of  Murray,  says 
Robertson :  The  best  delineation  of  Murray 
may  be  found,  in  an  abstract  of  his  life.  From 
his  boyish  days,  Murray  was  surrounded,  by 
partisans ;  as  we  know,  from  the  records  :  And 
he  spent  almost  the  whole*  of  his  revenues. 


""  Oo  the  3l8t  of  January  1566-7.  Privy  Seal.  Reg 
xxvi.  fol.  I . 

f  Acta  Pari.  iii.  56  ;  But,  see  the  App.  to  this  Memoir, 
No.  IX. 
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great  as  they  were,  in  attaching  to  his  person, 
and  fortunes,  the  ablest  men,  whether  as  scho- 
lars, statesmen,  or  soldiers :  He  thus  became 
a  patron  of  learning,  and  a  man  of  Itheralitif, 
according  to  Robertson,  while  Murray  was, 
merely,  drawing  to  him,  by  gratuities,  a  nnm- 
ber  of  adherents,  who  formed  the  ladder,  on 
which,  he  early  raised  himself,  to  the  head  of 
a  numerous,  and  determined  party.  As  soon 
as  1552,  when  he  was  not  yet  one-and- twenty, 
he  had  become  the  chief  of  all  those,  wAo  were* 
g'wen  to  change,  during  an  age  of  innovation. 
As  he  thus  appeared  to  intelligent  eyes,  at  the' 
head  of  many  men,  he  became  himself  the  ob- 
ject of  purchase,  that  he  might  influence  others : 
So  that  his  revenues  increased,  as  his  partisans 
became  more  numerous:  And,  he  thus  traffick- 
ed with  the  Regent-queen  :  he  promoted  her 
views,  in  Scotland,  while  she  obtained  for  him 
his  objects,  in  France,  a  bishoprick,  and  an 
abbey,  till  he  became  too  large,  for  her  hand'- 
ling:  This  is  what  Robertson  calls  a  dmtife- 
rested  passion,  for  the  liberty  of  his  country,  irt 
opposing  her  pernicious  system.  During  the 
four  years,  ending  with  1560,  he  was  the  chief 
of  those,  who  by  artifices,  and  arms,  overturned 
the  Scotish  government,  on  the  pretence  of  re- 
forming the  religious  establishment,  with  a 
constant  eye  on  the  sceptre,  as  the  emblem  of 
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pow^r.    The  Queen  hterd  of  thif  slims  oi  het 
bastard  brother,  bf  all  thcfS6  mtons,  aflf  h^ 
crown :  Yet,  she  did  ttOC  Carry  her  ndieasures  of 
prevention,  beyoiid  an  epiMte'df  i^rbof.     EB« 
2iabeth  received  the  same  notice  of  the  bastard's 
aims;  but,  she  heard  this  information,  wittl 
less  emotion,  than  encouragement.    What  wstt 
thought  very  likely,  by  the  acutest  men  of  that 
age,  was  deemed,  by  Robertson,  in  this,  to  be 
very  improbable,  while  the  bastard  enjoyed  the 
thing,  in  fisu^t,  though  not  the  name.    It  wastd 
continue  this  possession,  that  he  advised  the 
English  government,  to  intercept  the  Queen's 
return  into  her  own  kingdom. 

Another  trait  of  character,  which  influenced 
this  personage,  through  life,  began  early  to  dis^ 
cover  itself,  and  continued  to  influence  him; 
throughout  his  career.  He  adopted  it,  as  a 
practical  maxim,  to  regard  the  end  more  than 
the  means.  When  he  was  scarcely  nineteen, 
he  entered  into  a  contract  of  spousals,  with  the 
Countess  of  Buchan,  whom  he  tricked  out  of 
her  estates,  and  her  marriage.'  He  began 
early,  with  Knox*s  concurrence,  to  make  po* 
litical  advantages  of  forged  letters,  rather  thail 
true ;  as  we  know  from  the  State  Papers.*  He 
acted,  in  concurrence,  witli  Secretary  Cecil,  in 

■  Sec  the  Jpp.  No.  5.  •  Sadler. 

VOL.  III.  Y 
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imposing  upon  three  kingdoms  the  falsified 
treaty  of  Edinburgh,  instead  of  the  genuine  do- 
cument :  Upon  this  principle,  also,  he  adopted 
the  monstrous  imposture,  of  attributing  to  the 
Queen,  his  sister,  and  sovereign,  forged  letters, 
forged  sonnets,  forged  contracts  of  marriage, 
which  Morton,  and  Maittand,  had  begun,  for 
criminating,  for  defaming,  and  dethroning  her  ; 
in  order  to  justify  their  own  misdeeds :  He 
went  one  step  further;  he  not  only  adopted 
those  forgeries,  but  he  solemnly  swore,  that 
they  were  genuine  documents  ;  an  aggravation 
this,  which  was  peculiar  to  Murray,  and  his 
guilty  associates :  So  openly  did  he  practice 
fraudulence,  that  we  have  taken  him,  in  the 
very  act,  of  forging  Paris's  Declarations  :  He, 
indeed,  made  use  of  Buchanan,  and  Wood,  as 
his  agents,  on  that  occasion  ;  but,  he  sent  those 
fiibrications  to  Secretary  Cecil,  as  /jroo/" against 
^bis  sovereign  ;  and  Cecil  concurred  with  Mur- 
ftay,  in  imposing  this  gross  fraud  upon  the  con- 
Fading  world. 

When  the  Queen  returned  to  her  kingdom, 

and  had  resumed  her  government,  she  appointed 

this  personage  her  minloti,  with  so  much  power, 

QS  to  leave  her  little  but  the  name  of  Queen. 

.  The  whole  officers  of  state  were,  merely,  his 

l.adherents,  and  not  her  servants.    The  manner, 

which  he  obtained  the  grant,  and  possession  . 
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of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  notwithstanding 
Huntley's  rights,  was  at  once  fraudulent,  and 
tyrannous ;  and  by  carrying  the  Queen,  with 
him,  into  the  north,  to  aid  her  minion,  in  that 
transaction,  he  involved  his  sovereign,  in  the 
disgrace  of  his  own  fraudulence,  and  illegali- 
ties. Yet,  did  he  oppose  the  Queen's  marriage^ 
with  Darnley,  even  to  the  extent  of  rebellion, 
as  he  wished  to  sin  with  Elizabeth,  rather  than 
to  sacrifice  to  Mary.  For  his  restoration  to 
his  countiy,  he  entered  into  the  most  dange- 
rous plot,  with  Darnley,  and  his  father,  Len- 
nox, for  the  assassination  of  Rizzio,  in  the 
Queen's  presence,  to  the  imminent  risque  of  the 
Queen's  person ;  thus  committing  by  his  agents, 
Morton,  and  Maitland,  a  mingled  act  of  mur- 
der, and  treason,  of  the  most  atrocious  na- 
ture. 

Yet,  historians  inquire,  whether  Murray  was 
capable  of  entering  into  a  conspiracy  against 
Darnley's  life,  and  the  Queen's  sceptre  ?  While 
Murray's  whole  life  consisted  of  plots,  of  privy 
conspiracy,  and  open  rebellion,  what  evidence 
does  it  require,  to  trace  him  into  a  concert, 
which  had  two  objects,  for  his  gratification ; 
Darnley's  death,  and  the  Queen's  dethrone- 
ment ?  Yet,  must  it  be  remembered,  that  such 
was  the  state  of  Scotland,  in  that  period,  and 
such  the  overpowering  strength  of  Murray'^: 
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faction,  aa  it  comprehended  the  officers  of 
state,  that  such  a  plot  could  not  have  emted, 
without  Murray's  knowledge :  Neither  could 
Secretary  Maitland  have  engaged,  iu  such  a 
conspiracy,  without  Murray's  assent,  who  was 
plainly  Viceroy  of  Scotland,  with  more  consi- 
dei-atiou,  than  the  Queen  herself  enjoyed. 
Murray,  and  his  faction,  were  at  constant  en- 
mity with  Bothwell,  who  was  deemed,  on  the 
formation  of  their  multifarious  plot,  the  pro- 
perest  person,  to  be  pushed  forwai-d,  in  so  ne- 
farious a  task,  as  Daruley's  murder,  both  as 
the  cat\s-paw,  and  the  scape -goat.  In  the 
meanwhile,  Bothwell  was  regarded,  by  shallow 
observers,  as  a  courtier  of  consequence,  while 
he  was,  merely,  a  conspirator,  with  Murray, 
who  lent  Ins  instrument  that  unreal  importance, 
the  while,  which  disappeared,  the  moment, 
when  he  was  cast  off,  though  be  was  the  Queen's 
husband.  The  facts,  as  they  arose,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  conspiracy,  are  the  best  proofs  of 
the  several  events,  as  they,  successively,  oc- 
curred. 

Darniey  was  murdered,  on  the  lOth  of  Fe- 
bruary 1566-7.  And  the  question  will  always 
recur,  }3y  whom  was  he  assassinated  :  The 
State  Papers,  and  the  Statute  Book,  are  thi 
best  evidences  of  that  fact :  Of  them  we  learn/ 
that  Darniey  was  murdered,  by  a  concert 
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nobles ;  by  BothweU^  and  Morton^  and  Mait^ 
ladd^  as  Murrey's  agents :  Murray  was  tiie  chief 
€omplotter,  from  its  commenoement ;  and  the 
principal  gainer^  from  its  conclusion. 

But^  the  circumspection  of  Murray's  artifices 
did  not  allow  him  to  remain^  in  Scotland,  to 
see  the  dSnouement  of  this  tragedy.    He  de- 
parted, from  Edinburgh,  on  the  9th  of  April 
1567,  three  days  belfore  the  trial  of  BothweU, 
for  Paris,  through  London  ;  and  he  communi* 
cated  to  Cecil  the  whole  detail  of  the  conq[>iracy, 
which  was  yet  to  be  executed;  namely,  the 
acquittal  of  Bothwell,  when  tried,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Damley ;  the  marrying  of  him  to  the 
Queen ;  in  order  to  connect  her  wiUi  the  mur- 
der, however  innocent ;  the  expulsion  of  Both- 
well,  and  the  dethronement  of  the  Queen ;  the 
proclamation  of  the  King,  and  the  appointment 
of  Murray,  as  r^ent :    And,  Cecil  thus  learn- 
ing all  this,  from  Murray,  took  steps,  for  send- 
ing Elizabeth's  Lieutenant,  Bedford,  to  Ber- 
wick ;  to  countenance  the  lords ;  as  we  know, 
from  Bedford's  letter,  in  the  Paper  Office.    It 
is  apparent,  then,  that  Murray  had  concerted 
the  whole  of  that  detail  with  Morton,  and  Mait- 
land,  before  his  departure  from  Edinburgh. 
There  are  letters,  in  the  Paper  Office,  from 
Maitland  to  Cecil,  asking  for  money,  to  support 
this  fresh  insurrection.     It  is  a  known  feet, 
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that  Morton,  and  the  insurg;eHts,  in  Scotland, 
coi-regponded  with  Murray,  in  France,  and  that 
Cecil  acted,  as  tlie  agent,  between  them.* 
Every  thing  was  transacted,  in  Scotland,  ac- 
cording to  the  detail,  which  had  been  agreed 
upon,  with  Morton,  and  Maitland,  in  the  pre- 
vious concert, with  Miirray,and  communicated, 
by  him,  to  Cecil.  It  is  apparent,  then,  that 
the  Scotish  Queen  was  dethroned,  by  the  co- 
operation of  Elizabeth's  government. 

With  the  aid  of  Cecil's  artifices,  and  money, 
Murray  was  enabled  to  return  to  Edinburgh,  in 
August  1567.  He  found  the  Queen,  in  prison; 
her  infant  son,  on  her  throne  ;  and  himself,  the 
declared  Regent.  Murray  now  gathered  up. 
what  of  the  conspiracy,  and  insurrection,  yel| 
remained,  to  be  executed.  What  had  hitherto 
been  done  was,  by  artifices,  and  violence :  It 
still  remained,  to  justify  the  doers,  and  to  le- 
galize so  many  crimes,  and  so  much  iUegahty. 
Murray,  who  had  now  received  the  govern- 
ment, from  his  own  agents,  which  had  dethro- 
ned the  legitimate  sovereign,  called  a  Parlia- 
mentary meeting,  on  the  15th  of  December 
1567. 

When  the  insurgents,  who  acted,  under  Mm 


4 


*  See  the  Cabata,  which  is  the  record  of  hia  guilty  intaj 


the  Regent  Murray.]    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  3» 

ray's  influence,  and  Morton's  guide,  imprisoned 
the  Queen,  they  had  nothing  to  charge  her 
with.  Yes;  she  had  married  Bothwell,  who 
had,  by  their  management,  been  declared  inno* 
cent  of  the  King's  murder ;  who  had  been  recom- 
mended to  her,  by  themselves,  as  the  fittest 
husband:  And,  Bothwell,  encouraged,  by  those 
measures,  seized  the  Queen,  carried  her  to  his 
castle,  and,  by  coercion,  made  her  consent  to 
marry  him.  But,  such  facts  do  not  warrant  the 
conclusion,  which  Murray,  and  his  insurgents, 
drew  from  them,  that  she  must  have  known, 
previously,  of  Bothwell's  intention,  to  murder 
her  husband ;  Those  &cts,  as  they  are  vouched, 
by  the  act  of  parliament,  forfeiting  Bothwell, 
establish  her  innocence :  Though  this  mamage 
answered  the  odious  purpose  of  detraction ; 
yet,  the  weakness  of  it  was  felt,  when  the  facts 
were,  minutely,  examined,  even  before  Murray's 
arrival  from  France.  To  strengthen  that 
weakness,  forgery  was  called  in:  And  then 
appeared  a  box-full  of  the  Queen's  letters  to 
Bothwell,  sonnets,  and  promises  of  marriage, 
under  the  guilty  assertion  of  the  notorious  Mor- 
ton.  Murray  entered  into  this  measure  of  cri- 
mination, by  forgery,  with  all  the  ease  of  long 
habit.  He  began,  early,  to  practise  fraud u- 
lence ;  and  he  closed  his  career  of  fraud,  by 
causing  Paris's  declaration  to  be  forged,  within 
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bis  own  castle,  by  his  own  agents,  and  by  send- 
ing it  to  Cecil,  as  proof.  Yet,  the  box  of  letters 
was  not  opened,  in  Scotland,  either  before  the 
Privy  Council,  or  io  the  Parliament ;  in  which 
some  eyes  might  have  seen  secrets ;  and, 
according  to  Robertson,  France,  and  Spaio, 
might  have  been  too  much  enlightened,  by  such 
disclosures. 

But,  baser  scenes  were  etill  to  be  acted,  by* 
those  great  masters  of  the  profoundest  fraud. 
With  Murray  at  their  head,  Morton,  on  their 
right,  and  Maitland,  on  their  left,  they  were 
to  attribute  to  the  Queen  the  King's  murder, 
which  they  had  themselves  committed :  The 
State  Papers,  and  the  Statute  Book,  demon- 
strate, that  Murray's  faction  murdered  Darn- 
ley:  But,  how  do  Murray,  and  his  faction, 
disprove  that  demonstration;  and  evince,  that 
the  Queen  knew  any  thing  of  that  crime,  before 
it  was  committed  ?  She  married,  by  artifice, 
and  coercion,  Bothwell,  one  of  the  murderers, 
as  an  agent  of  Murray :  But,  the  act  of  Both- 
well's  forfeiture  refutes  Murray's  inj'erence.  She 
wrote  letters,  from  Glasgow,  to  Bothwell,  who 
was  then  busy,  in  preparing,  for  Darnley's  mur- 
der :  But,  the  Queen  was  then,  at  Exlinburgh, 
and  she  was  then  reconciled  to  her  husband. 
In  the  justification,  which  Munay  thus  sought, 
for  his  friends,  and  in  the  charge,  that  he 
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to  establish  against  theQaeen,  he^equaily,  failed ' 
in  both  ;  because  be  had  do  proofs  to  repel  the' 
improhahility ;  arising  from  the  Qaeen's  recon- 
cilement with  her  hnsband ;  and  still  less  was 
he  able^  by  any  evidence^  to  refute  the  impose 
sihiKty  of  the  -Queen's  writing   a  long  letter, 
from  Glasgow^  while  the  publick  records  esta-' 
blish  her  alibi,  at  Edinburgh^  where  she  then 
was. 

During  the  following  inquiry,  in  England/ 
Murray  was  doomed  to  sustain  a  double  mea- 
sure of  guilt ;  as  he  attempted,  to  cast  his  own 
guilt  upon  his  sovereign,  and  sister,  before  a 
foreign  Queen,  though  he  knew  her  to  be  inno- 
cent. At  York,  before  Elizabeth's  commis- 
sioners, Murray  took  an  oath,  to  act  fairly,  and, 
immediately,  acted  foully ;  so  that  he  here  in- 
curred the  guilt  of  perjury.  When  this  dis- 
graceful inquiry  was  advocated,  by  Elizabeth, 
to  Westminster,  Murray  presented  a  formal  ac- 
cusation agsdnst  his  sister,  and  sovereign,  for 
the  murder  of  her  husband,  though  he  knew 
the  charge  to  be  unfounded.  This  charge, 
which  he  had  basely  made,  three  times  before, 
was  nothing  more,  as  we  have  seen,  than  a  coun- 
terfeited tissue  of  misrepresentation,  falsehood, 
and  impertinence.  Such,  then,  was  the  accu- 
sation of  Murray  against  his  sister,  and  sove- 
reign: a  conduct  this,  which  Robertson  de- 
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dared  to  be  unbrotherly,  and  ungrateful ; 
crimination,  that,  the  historian  might  have  said, 
was  as  atrocious,  as  it  was  unfounded,  since  the 
plotter,  plainly,  was  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
same  charge. 

Id  addition  to  such  a  collection  of  gi'oss  mis- 
representations, dcUberate  falsehoods,  and  in- 
consequential reasonings,  Murray  gave  in  to 
Elizabeth's  commissioners  various  forgeries  of 
letters,  sonnets,  promises  of  marriage,  and  a 
journal,  with  some  records,  which  had  been 
vitiated,  by  abstraction,  and  addition.  Murray 
swore  to  the  genuineueas  of  the  letters,  which 
he  knew  to  be  false ;  thus  adding  to  the  crime 
of  forgery,  the  offence  of  perjury  ;  Worthy 
proofs  these  of  such  a  charge,  from  such  a  man. 
The  calumniation  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  which 
was  by  those  means  very  effectually  performed, 
for  Elizabeth's  policy,  she  purchased,  by  a 
donation  to  Murray  of  five  thousand  pounds, 
sterling  money,  under  the  pretence  of  loan. 
She  dismissed  him,  at  length,  witli  his  asso- 
ciates, to  Scotland,  assuring  him  of  the  safe 
custody  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  and  of  the  sup- 
port of  his  own  government.  This  depend- 
ence, under  which  lie  brought  Scotland,  was 
disgraceful  to  the  nation,  says  Robertson ;  and, 
he  might  have  added,  injurious,  in  a  high  de- 
gree.    Murray  had,  scarcely,  returned  to  Scot- 


the  Regent  Murray,]     THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         9S7 

land^  when  he  was  called  upon,  by  Elizabeth^ 
to  betray  Norfolk^  whom  he  had  deceived,  ^th 
a  baseness,  says  Robertson,  unworthy  of  a  man 
of  honour,  if  such  a  motive  existed,  in  that  age, 
amongst  a  debased  nobility.  Personal  bravery, 
military  skill,  sagacity,  and   vigour   in   civil 
affairs,  are  virtues,  which  Murray  may  be  al- 
lowed to  have  possessed,  among  a  people,  whom 
he  had  let  down,  by  the  subserviency  of  his 
own  ambition :  Yet,  in  the   conduct  of  the 
Queen's  government,  Murray  was  unfeeling, 
and  resentful,  violent,  and  tyrannical ;  as  we 
know,  from  his  conduct  on  the  borders,  and 
from  the  ruin  of  Huntley's  family.     It  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  he  was  taken  off,  prematurely, 
by  a  stroke  of  private  vengeance ;  as  it  had 
been  an  affair  of  great  importance,  had  he  re- 
mained to  have  closed  his  guilty  career,  by  the 
sword  of  publick  justice;  as  he  must  be  allow- 
ed, to  have  been  one,  of  the  most  consum- 
mate criminals,  during  an  age  of  miscreancy; 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  Murray,  and  his 
faction,  after  murdering  the  King,  endeavour- 
ed, as  much  as  in  them  lay,  to  cast  the  shocking 
guilt  of  that  terrible  deed,  from  themselves,  upon 
the  innocent  Queen,  their  beneficent  sovereign. 
Bothwell,  the  instrument  of  Murray,  in  the 
commission  of  that  odious  deed,  as  well  as  for 
the  treasonous  violence,  offered,  by  him,  to  the 
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•Queen's    person,  was    forfeited,  by  Murray's 
FtoUauient,  after  being  allowed  to  expatriate 
himself,  without  molestation.    Secretary  Mait- 
land,  another  of  Murray^s  agents,  whose  whole 
-  life  was  a  continued  act  of  treachery,  and  false- 
hood, of  fraudulence,  and  forgery,  was,  again, 
and  again,  attainted   by  Parliament,  for  the 
murder  of  Damley,  and  died  by  poison.     The 
Earl  of  Morton,  the  most  powerful  of  Murray's 
agents,  and  the  most  guilty  of  his  partisans, 
-died  on  the  block  of  shame,  the  conviction  of 
his  guilt  being  recognised,  and,  also,  confirmed, 
by  Parliament.    Such  crimes  had  never  been 
committed,  in  Scotland,  under  Mary,  if  a  sove- 
reign had  not  then  ruled  a  neighbouring  king- 
dom, who  was  as  base,  as  criminal,  and  as  guilty, 
as  her  Scotish  agents,  undoubtedly^  were. 


the  Regent  A/iwroj.]    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         329 


SUBSIDURY  DOCUMENTS. 


So.  I. — Of  the  Projects  of  the  English  Government,  Jbr 
the  subditcHon  of  Scotland,  undtr  Henry  VIII.,  Ed- 
toard  VI.,  and  Elizabeth. 


I 

■ 


X  H  E  duplicity,  and  overbearing  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  his 
intercourse  with  his  nephew,  James  V,,  need  not  be  in- 
sisted  on ;  as  they  are,  sufficiently,  apparent,  in  the  State 
Papers  of  both  kingdoms. 

At  the  memorable  epochs  of  the  demise  of  James  V., 
and  the  birth  of  Marj-,  in  December  1-542,  the  odious 
deagns  of  Henry  VIII,  become  more  avowed,  though 
not  less  profligate,  and  artful.  His  great  object,  plainly, 
appeared  to  be  the  subjection  of  Scotland,  by  whatever 
means:'  To  effect  this,  his  first  purpose,  appears  to  have 
been,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  infant  Queen,  Cardinal 
Beaton,  and  Arran,  the  Governor :  His  second  aim  was 
to  acquire  the  principal  forialiccs  o(  Scotland.     Nor,  did 

'  Id  1 54S,  he  published  "  A  declaration,  cencsniing  thn 
just  causes,  and  considerations  of  this  present  wnrre  with  tb* 
Scottis  :  Wherein  also  appenrtli  the  true,  nod  right  titles 
that  Ihe  king'i  majcsli/  hath  tii  the  socereigntie  of  Scotland.'' 
la  the  inquiry,  at  York,  1568,  Elizabeth  tried  to  induce  the 
ConimiBsioners,  and  other  Scotish  slatcsmea,  to  acknowleiige 
the  Mvereignlf  of  England  over  Scotland ;  but,  without 
■uccea«. 
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he  want  the  means,  if  his  management  had  been  equal 
to  his  artifice.  He  entered  into  the  most  unprincipled 
oigagements  with  those  expatriated  traitors,  the  Earl  of 
Angus,  and  his  brother,  Sir  George  Douglas,  who  re- 
ceived regular  pay,  from  Henry,  for  maintaining  200  men, 
who  were  constantly  about  them,  with  design,  to  seize 
the  important  person  of  Cardinal  Beaton ;  but,  they 
were  constantly  foiled,  by  the  management  of  that  able 
man.  The  prisoners^  whom  he  had  obtained,  at  the 
disgraceful  rout  of  Solway-moss,  by  the  corruption  of 
his  agents,  more  than  by  the  valour  of  his  troops,  he 
engaged,  in  his  service,  as  if  he  had  been  already  sove- 
rogn  of  Scotland :  He  even  appointed  the  Earl  of  Glen- 
cairn,  one  of  the  corruptest  of  mankind,  to  be  Chancellor, 
and  James  Drummond,  the  Secretary.' 

The  next  object  of  Henry^s  corruptions  was  the  Queen- 
mother.  He  gave  instructions,  to  practise  with  the 
Queen-dowager,  for  acquiring  possession  of  the  infant 
Queen,  her  daughter :  And,  to  gain,  by  any  means,  pos- 
session of  the  Cardinal;  "  because,"  said  Henry,  "  he 
will  work  to  his  possible  power,  to  overthrow  all  the 
purposes  of  our  friends."  The  king,  "  whose  foul  subor- 
nation was  predominant,'^  intimated  his  displeasure,  that 
Arran  should  have  been  appointed  regent ;  and  yet,  art- 
fully,  endeavoured,  to  giun  him  to  his  corrupt  purposes. 
But,  the  person  of  the  infant  sovereign  was  the  principal 
object  of  all  his  aims,  and  artifices.  The  Bishop  of 
Durham,  and  his  other  agents, wrote  to  the  Privy  Council, 

'  The  most  authentick  account  of  those  abominable  mea- 
sures, during  December  1542,  and  January,  and  February 
1542'S,  are  in  the  Hamilton  State  Papers,  vol.iv. 
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about  an  offer^  which  was  said  to  be  made,  by  the  Laud 
of  Buodeu^  for  delivering  the  minor  Queen  into  the 
English  power,  <<  though  it  seemed  to  them  an  unlikely 
matter;  and  as  they  thought,  a  measure,  not  standing 
with  the  king's  honour,  to  practise  it,  in  such  sort ;  yet 
had  they  given  order  to  Sir  Thomas  Wharton,  to  do  the 
best  he  could,  in  the  same.*"  There  is  another  letter  re- 
mainingy  from  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  to  Sir  Thomas 
Wharton ;  desiring  him  to  confer  with  the  Laird  of  Buc- 
cleugh  upon  that  subject ;  **  although  the  duke  thought 
him,  to  be  a  very  mean  man,  to  have  the  mana^g  of 
so  great  a  matter.^** 

The  next  otgect  of  this  capricious  sovermgn  was,  to 
acquire  possession  of  the  strengthe  of  Scotland,  by  any 
means.  He  prepared  a  force,  to  overawe  the  Cardinali 
and  his  party ;  and  he  offered  any  assistance  to  Arran, 
the  Grovemor ;  to  whom,  he  directed,  that  it  might  be 
intimated,  that  if  they  should  take  away  the  youo^ 
Queen,  and  should  marry  her  against  his  consent,  that 
he  would,  by  force  of  his  title,  and  superiority  make  the 
Governor  king  of  that  part  of  Scotland,  lying  northward 
of  the  Forth.  The  Grovemor,  however,  declined  the  aid 
of  an  English  army ;  assigning,  as  a  reason,  what  showis 
how  many  enemies  Henry^s  overbearing  had  produced, 
^*  that  if  Arran,  and  his  party,  should  bring  in  the 
EngUsh,  all  their  own  followers,  would  go  over  to  the 
other  side  :'**  And,  he  declined,  also,  the  offer  of  being 
made  King  of  Scotland,  beyond  the  Forth  ;  saying ''  that 
all  his  lands,  and  livings^  lay  on  this  side  the  Frith, 


*  Id.  in  March,  April,  and  May  1543,  six  months,  after 
Mary's  birth. 
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whioh  he  wished  not  to  pydmnge,  tag  any  thkig  beyond 
h.^    In  Augnat  1M3^  Henry  agreed^  to  send  8000/.  to 
the  Gavemot,  if  he  would  deliver  him  the  strengChs  on 
the  south  of  the  Frith ;  or  put  the  young  Queen  into  his 
Inrnds:  But,  this  corrupt  offer  of  an  unprindpled prince 
was  not  made  to  the  Governor,  by  the  English  agent;  as 
the  Governor  did  not  press  for  money ;  as  he  could  not 
perfimn,  the  condition  on  his  part;  the  youug  Queen 
bring  in  such  custody,  as  he  could  not  acquire  her  person. 
It  appears,  from  a  bondof  mamnent  entered  into^  between 
the  Governor,  and  the  Master  of  Eglinton,  in  1545, 
<*  that  the  yaufiff  Queen,  when  she  came  of  age,  should 
many  her  near  kinsman,  the  Earl  of  Arran,  lest  by 
matching  with  England,  the  crown  might  pass  to  theauU 
ssmmjf.^*^  In  the  midst  of  all  those  intrigues  of  amlutious 
fbOy,  Henry'^s  vanity,  as  an  author,  induced  him  to  ask, 
how  the  Scots  liked  his  books  on  religion ;  and  if  the 
Governor  derired  to  have  any  more  of  them.    To  such 
questions,  Sadler,  with  all  his  subservience  to  so  impi»- 
tient  a  master^  made  answer,  ^'  Surely,  to  signify  the  plain 
truth,  I  see  not  thai  tlie  same  is  much  liked,  by  any 
par^,  in  Scotland;  nor  yet,  that  the  Governor  desireth 
to  have  any  more  of  them."' 

In  the  meantime,  the  imprudence  of  Henry,  in  seizing 
the  Scotish  ships,  in  the  English  harbours,  contrary  to  the 
late  treaty,  enraged  the  people  of  Scotland :  The  citizens 
of  Edinburgh  were,  particularly,  provoked ;  and  threat- 
ened to  fire  the  lodgmg  of  the  English  Envoy ;  and  they 
were  incensed  against  the  Grovemor,  for  consenting  to 

•*  Hamilton  Papers. 

'  Hamilton  Archivei,  vol.  v.  and  vi.  in  June  to  August 
1543. 
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such  a  treaty ;  saying  ^  that  he  had  ooloured  a  peace 
with  England,  only,  to  undo  them.^ 

Yet,  Henry  seems,  by  his  books,  and  his  example,  to 
have  converted  the  Regent,  Arran,  to  his  own  principles, 
and  violent  practice ;  The  English  agent  wrote,  from 
Scotland,  on  the  4th  of  September  1543,  <<  that  the  work 
of  reformation  had  b^un,  at  Dundee,  by  destroying  the 
houses  of  the  Black,  and  Gray  Friars;  and  that  after- 
wards the  Abbey  of  Lindores,  had  been  sacked,  by  a 
company  of  good  Christians,  who  turned  the  monks  out 
of  doors :  And  that  afterwards,  a  similar  attempt  had 
been  made  on  the  Black  Friars,  at  Edinburgh,  by  the 
Captains  of  foot  soldiers,  and  their  retinue,  who  were  in 
the  pay  of  the  Grovemor,  while  he  was  absent;  but,  that 
the  inhabitants,  both  men,  and  women,  assembled  in  de- 
fence of  the  Friars,  and  drove  the  captains,  and  their 
soldiers,  out  of  the  town :  And  surely,  my  lords,^  adds 
the  ^nglish  Agent,  ^*  I  never  saw  people  so  wild,  and  in 
such  a  fury,  as  they  be  here  even  now/  We  at  length  see, 
that  it  was  time  the  Grovemor,  and  Cardinal,  should  un- 
derstand one  another :  They  met,  at  Falkirk,  on  the  4th 
of  September ;  and  went  together  to  Stirling,  where  they 
were  met  by  Lennox,  Huntley,  Argyle,  and  Bothwell, 
[Earl  Patrick ;]  and  had  concluded,  to  crown  the  Queen 
upon  Sundajf  then  next;  and  the  Governor  had  declared 
to  them,  what  the  EngUsh  king  requii-ed,  touching  the 
suppression  of  divers  Abbeys ;  and  he,  moreover,  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  Friars  of  Dundee  were  sacked,  by  his 
consent,  for  which,  he  had,  on  Saturday,  done  open 
penance,  in  the  Friar-house,  at  Stirling;  and  having  then 
taken  an  oath  to  defend  the  monks,  heard  mass,  and  re- 

VOL.  III.  z 
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ceived  the  Sacrament  ^  and  he  was  thereupon  absolved,  by 
the  Cardinal, and  Bishops.  In  the  midst  of  those  disgrace- 
ful 5C£nes,  the  Earl  of  Angus,  Sir  George  Douglas,  the 
Earl  of  Glencaim,  and  other  personages  of  their  prin- 
ciples, received  the  wages  of  corrupUon  from  Henry  VIII. 
without  daring  to  attempt  the  performance  of  the  trea- 
sonous task,  which,  an  unfeeling  master  had  assigned 
them.  The  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  Tunstal,  Bishop  of 
Durham,  as  Lordi  Justices  of  the  North,  wrot«  to  the 
Privy  Council,  as  their  firra  opmon,  that  if  Henry  desired 
no  more,  than  a  due  performance'  of  tlie  Scotish  treaty, 
of  peace,  and  marriage,  the  Scots  might  be  brought  to ' 
agree  to  it,  whereas,  if  he  went  further,  few,  or  none, 
would  give  their  consent.' 

The  Cardinal  had  now  gfdncd  the  ascendency  over 
the  feeble  spirit  of  the  Regent :  And,  in  November  1 54S, 
they  went  together  to  Perth,  and  to  Dundee,  where  they 
arrested  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  Lord  Gray,  and  Henry 
Balnavit,  whom  they  sent  to  prison,  for  reforming  the 
people,  no  doubt,  under  Henry's  influence.* 

Henry  VIII.  now  somewhat  varied  his  profligate  plan, 
by  making  applications  to  particular  persons,  who  might 

■  Hamilton  Archives,  vii. :  In  it,  is  the  letter  of  the  13th 
of  September  154S,  from  Iiord  Wm.  Parr,  to  the  Duke  of 
Sufiblk,  wbich  gives  the  above  account  of  the  Regent  Arran'n 
Reformations,  and  Recantations.  If  the  haby  Queen,  with 
her  nurses,  had  been  allowcil  to  govern,  they  would  have 
acted,  with  more  spirit,  and  consistcncj.  The  citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  we  perceive  above,  were  not  yet,  BuflBcienlly, 
reformed,  in  September  1543,  to  see  illegal  violence,  withini  J 
Iheir  walls,  without  rising  to  redst  it. 

''  lb.  viii. 
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perform  special  acts  of  successful  treason :  In  this  spirit, 
he  applied,  by  his  agents,  to  the  Mcuter  afMortoUy  Sir 
George  Douglas's  son,  who,  as  early  as  April  1544,  held 
a  traitorous  correspondence,  with  his  oountry^s  enemies : 
The  Master  ofMortoUj  and  Alexander  Jarden,  the  Cap- 
tain of  Tamtallon-castle,  had  agreed  to  surrender  that 
stronghold  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  when  the  English 
army  should  arrive.*  Henry,  on  the  26th  of  June  1544, 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  ^*  to 
deliver  to  him  the  castle,  and  territory,  of  Dunbarton, 
Trith  the  Isle  of  Bute.^  In  pursuance  of  the  same  plan 
of  comipdon,  Henry,  on  the  ISth  July  1544,  granted  a 
yearly  pension  of  9.501,  to  William,  Earl  of  Glencaim, 
for  what  he  had  done,  and  intended  to  do,  for  the  English 
interests:  And  Henry,  at  the  same  time,  granted  a 
pension  of  lOOZ.  to  Glencaim's  son,  Alexander,  the  Master 
of  Kilmours.''    We  may  herein  see  the  origin  of  that 

*  Hamilton  Archwes,  ix.  the  Earl  of  Hertford's  letter  to 
Henry  VIII. :  The  Master  of  Morton,  whom  we  have  seen 
above,  acting  the  traitor,  became  Earl  of  Morton,  and  Regent 
of  Scotland^  who  after  a  thousand  acts  of  treachery,  of  fal- 
sification, of  murder,  and  treason,  died  on  the  disgraceful 
block,  for  his  concernment,  in  the  murder  of  Lord  Darnley. 
There  are  two  subsequent  letters,  in  the  same  volume,  from 
the  Earl  of  Hertford  to  Henry  VIIL;  informing  him,  that 
James  Douglas,  the  Master  of  Morion^  and  his  brother,  David, 
had  renewed  tlieir  engagement,  to  deliver  Tamtallon  to  the 
English  General,  when  he  arrived  there,  and  all  their  ^ends 
should  be  at  Henry* s  command  ;  and  as  an  earnest  of  this, 
they  had  seized,  and  seciu^d  the  captain  of  Dunbar-castle. 

J  Rym.  Feed.  xv.  29  :  Lennox  was  soon  after  legitimated, 
in  England.  ^  lb.  47. 
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activity  of  patriotism,  and  reform,  which   distinguished 
that  corrupt  family. 

This  disgraceful  policy  of  Henry  was  further  extended 
to  other  persons,  in  Scotland,  for  performing  monstrous 
acts  of  treasonous  mischief  to  their  wretched  country. 
On  the  17th  of  April  1544,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  with 
the  council  of  die  north,  wrole  to  Henry,  from  Newcastle: 
"  Please  it  your  highness  to  understand,  that  this  day, 
arrived,  here,  with  me,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  a  Scotish 
man,  called,  lVi/s!uirt,  [George  Wishart  of  the  Scotish 
martyrology,]  and  brought  me  a  letter,  from  the  Laird 
of  Brumston,  which  I  send  your  highness  herewith ;  and 
according  to  his  request,  have  taken  order,  for  the  repair 
of  the  said  iVyshart  to  your  majesty,  by  post,  both  for 
the  delivery  of  such  letters,  as  he  hath  to  your  majesty, 
from  the  saidBrumston,  andalsoof  the  credence,  which, 
as  I  can  perceive,  consisteth  of  two  points :  One  is,  that 
the  lairdof  Grange,  late  Treasurer  of  Scotland,  tht  master 
of  Bolfff  L'he  notorious  Norman  Leslie]  the  Earl  of 
Rothes's  eldest  son,  and  John  Charteris,  would  attempt, 
either  to  apprehend  the  Cardinal,  at  some  time,  when 
be  shall  pass  through  the  Fifeland,  as  he  does  sundry 
limes  to  St.  Andrews ;  and  in  case  they  can  so  appre- 
hend him,  will  deliver  him  to  his  majesty,  which  attempt, 
he  sayeth,  they  would  enterprise,  if  they  knew  your  ma- 
jesty's pleasure  therein,  and  what  supportation,  and 
0iaintenance,  your  majesty  would  minister  to  them,  after 
the  execution  of  the  same,  in  case  they  should  be  pur- 
sued, afterwards,  by  any  of  their  enemies.  The  other  is, 
that  in  case  your  majesty  should  grant  unto  them  a  con- 
venient entertainment,  to  keep  1000,  or  1500  men,  in 
wages,  for  a.  month,  or  two,  they  jtuning  with  the  power 
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of  the  Earl   Marshal,  the  said   heir  of  Rothes^  the 
laird  of  Calder,  and  others  of  the  Lord  Gray^s  fiiendsi 
will  take  upon  them,  at  such  dme,  as  your  majesty's 
army  shall  be  in  Scotland,  to  destroy  the  abbey,  and  town 
of  Arbroath,  being  the  Cardinal's,  and  all  the  other 
bishops^  and  abbots'  houses,  and  countries,  on  that  side 
the  water^  thereabouts,  and  to  apprehend  all  those,  which, 
they  say,  be  the  principal  impugnators  of  the  amity, 
between   Scotland,  and  England :  For  the  which,  they 
should  have  a  good  opportunity,  as  they  say,  when  the 
power  of  the  said  bishops,  and  abbots,  shall  resort  towards 
Edinburgh,  to  resist  your  majesty's  army :  and  for  the 
execution  of  these  things,  the  said  Wyshart  sayeth,  that 
the  said  Earl  Marshal,  and  others,  aforenamed,  will  capi- 
tulate with  your  majesty,  in  writing,  under  their  hands, 
and  seals,  afore  they  shall  de^re  any  supply,  or  aid  of 
money,  at  your  majesty^s  hands.    This  is  the  effect  of 
his  credence,  with  other  sundry  advertisements  of  the 
great  contention,  and  division,  that  is,  at  this  present, 
within  the  realm  of  Scotland,  which  we  doubt  not,  he 
will  declare  unto  your  majesty,  at  good  length."' 

There  is  a  minute  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  answer  to 
the  above  letter ;  stating  *'  that  Wyshart  had  been  with 
his  majesty ;  and  for  Im  credcficef  declared  even  the 
same  matters,  in  substance,  whereof  your  lordship  hath 
written.^  And,  he  received  for  answer,  touching  the 
fact  against  the  Cardinal^  that  if  the  lords,  and  gentlemen, 

'  Hamilton  Archwes,  vol.  ix  The  Letter  above,  though 
written,  in  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  was  sub- 
scribed, also,  by  Cuthbert,  bishop  of  Durham,  Robert, 
bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  by  Rafe  Sadler. 
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named,  shall  enterprise  the  same,  earnestly,  and  use  the 
utmost  endeavours  to  bring  the  same  to  pass,  and  sliould 
be  obliged  to  fly  into  England,  for  refuge,  "  his  high- 
ness will  be  contented,  to  accept,  and  relieve  them,  aa  i 
shall  apeilmn."  As  to  their  second  proposal,  for  engag- 
ing to  bum,  and  destroy,  the  bishops',  abbots',  and  other 
kirkaien's  houses,  and  lands,  his  majesty  answered,  that 
his  army  would  be  returned  out  of  Scotland,  before  he 
could  send  down,  to  make  the  contract,  and  have  it  re- 
turned ;  and  then  transmit  the  required  lud ;  but,  if 
they  will  engage  to  bum,  and  destroy,  as  they  have 
offered,  while  his  army  is  in  Scotland,  and  will  give  biB 
lieutenant,  Hertford,  hostages,  for  their  performance,  be 
authorizes  Hertford  to  give  ihem  1000?.  sterUog,  fait  I 
their  purpose." 

This  intrigue  of  Wyshart,  and  his  employers,  which 
was  as  treasonous,  as  it  was  abominable,  did  not,  proba- 
bly, altogether  escape  the  Cardinal's  penetr.ition.  Hear- 
ing that  Wysharl,  who  had  returned  to  Scotland,  in 
15'14,  lurked,  at  the  house  of  Omiiston,  he  applied  to 
the  Governor,  to  have  hinri  arrested.  The  high-sheriff  of 
the  county,  Patrick,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  was  employed,  for 
that  end :  And,  on  tlie  19th  of  January  1 549-6,  there  is 
an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  dehver  Wyshart  to  the 
Governor,  and  to  keep  him  surely,  "  under  the  hiest 
pane."  He  was,  accordingly,  sent  to  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  thence  transferred  to  the  Cardinal's 
castle  of  St.  Andrews.  Here,  was  Wyshart  condemned, 
for  heresy,  and  burnt,  on  the  1st  of  March  I545-6." 

"'  Hamilton  jirchiva,  ix.  See  the  above  letter,  Uated 
the  26lh  of  April  1544,  in  Hayncs,  p.  39-3. 

"  Keith,  41     At  the  momcDl  of  his  eswution,  AVysbarl 
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There  still  remains^  in  the  same  oolkctian,  a  letter  of 
instruction,  from  the  Privy  CSouncil  of  England^  dated 
the  10th  of  April  1 544,  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  inform- 


is  said  to  have  foretold  the  Cardinal's  death,  in  the  said 
castle,  within  a  few  days.  Dempster  says,  in  his  Histaria 
Ecclenastica,  598,  that  Wyshart,  being  in  the  plot  to  take  the 
CardbiaVs  life,  might  easily  foretel  hb  death.  **  Doctor 
Mackenzie,*'  says  Bishop  Keith,  *'  has  given  ns  the  scrape 
of  a  letter,  that  seems,  strongly,  to  support  the  truth  of  that 
assertion  :  But,  Keith,  after  all  his  researches,  in  the  Law- 
yers library,  could  not  find  the  said  letter,  and  is,  therefore, 
induced  to  publish  the  scrape.'*  [Hist.  41-8.]  I  have  now 
published  above,  the  letter,  at  large,  with  the  answer  to  it 
of  the  English  Privy  Coimcil.  And,  the  evidence  of  both, 
certainly,  proves,  that  Dempster  was  founded,  in  his  ftust : 
Wyshart  was,  plainly,  in  a  plot  against  the  Cardinal's  life ; 
he  was  obviously  guilty  of  treason,  of  the  blackest  kind ; 
and  if  Wyshart  had  had  twenty  lives,  he  ought  to  have  lost 
them  ',  but,  not  for  heresy.  The  Cardinal  was  assassinated^ 
on  the  29th  of  May  1546,  within  his  own  castle,  at  St. 
Andrews,  by  Norman  Lesley,  Grange,  and  other  conspira- 
tors. It  is  a  great  aggravation  of  the  barbarous  crime  of 
Norman  Lesley,  that  he  had  entered  into  a  hotid  of  manrent 
to  the  Cardinal,  on  the  34th  of  April  1545,  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  [Innes's  MS,  Collections,']  Henry  VIII. 
lived  long  enough  to  approve  so  much  of  the  conspirators 
act,  as  to  settle  the  following  pensions  on  them,  from  Lady- 
day  1546 : 

To  Norman  Lesley,  yearly  -  -  ^£^50 

To  the  laird  of  Grange  ...  300 

To  David  Moncypenny  -  -  -  100 
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ing  him,  in  the  King's  name,  t)iat  the  grand  Dttempt  on 
Scotland  was  dehiyed,  for  a  season ;  and  directing  him, 
in  tlie  meantime,  to  make  an  inroad  into  that  kingdom ; 
and  "  there  to  put  all  to  fire  and  aword,  to  bum  Edin- 
burgh-town, and  raze  the  castle ;  putting  man,  noman, 
and  child,  to  fire  and  sword,  where  any  resistance  shall 
be  made  against  jou  :  And  this  done,  pass  over  to  the 
Fil'eland,  and  extend  like  estreniilies,  and  destructions, 
in  all  towns,  and  villages,  whereunto  you  may  reach, 
conveniently;  not  forgetting  amongst  alt  the  rest,  so  to 
spoil,  and  turn  upside  down,  the  Cardinal's  lovn  of  St. 
Andrews,  as  the  upper  stone  may  be  the  nether,  and  not 
one  stick  stand  by  another ;  sparing  no  creature  alive, 
within  the  same,  specially  such,  as  either  in  friendship, 
or  blood,  be  allied  to  the  Cardinal.""  But,  of  this  hor- 
rible order  enough  •   How  Hertford  executed  his  com- 


To  Heory  Balnavys  .  .  _  .         ^126 

To  John  Lesley  -  -  -  •  125 

To  Jame9  Lesley,  the  parson  of  Aberdour  -  100 

To  William  Kirkaldy,  the  younger,  of  Grange  -  100 
Such,  then,  were  the  assassins  of  Beaton,  the  CarJjtiali 
and,  the  rewards  granted,  by  Henry  VIII.,  for  tke  deed! 
[Prky  CnuncH  Reg.  Ed.  VI.  Sunday,  6th  of  February  1546- 
7-]  Aod  Henry  resolved,  with  his  last  breath,  not  only  "  to 
^ve  certain  pensions  to  divers  noblemen,  and  others,  which 
defend  the  castle  of  St.  Andrews,  for  his  majesty's  service;" 
and  for  the  advancement  of  the  marriage  ;  but,  also,  upon 
certain  articles  devised,  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  realms,  to 
entertain,  at  bis  Grace's  charges.  120  men,  for  the  more 
aure  defence  of  the  said  castle,  against  the  King's  enemies, 
ii>  Scotland.     [M.j  "  lb.  I'ol.  is. 
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missioii  otjire  and  sward^  oa  the  Sootish  people,  history 
must  teU.i" 

Edwabb  VI. 

The  successor  of  Henry  adopted  the  same  policy,  with 
respect  to  Scotland,  the  same  corrupt  means,  the  same 
odious  warfare ;  '*  as  most  necessary,  for  the  honour^ 
and  surety*  of  the  King  that  now  is.''i  From  that 
epoch,  till  the  peace  of  Bulogne,  in  March  1549-50, 
which  comprehended  Scotland,  there  was  continued  the 
former  system  of  establishing  the  English  policy,  by  cor- 
ruption/ 

In  every  corrupt  transaction  with  particular  Scotsmen 
of  that  age,  there  was  a  clause,  that  they  should  do  their 

^  Keith,  46-7*  Buchanan,  with  his  usual  fiEilsehood,  af- 
arms,  that  Henry  sent  letters  into  Scotland,  full  of  just  cont' 
plaints,  before  he  sent  his  fleet  and  army.  Of  such  letters, 
there  is  no  trace:  But,  see  the  Regent's  letter  to  Henry, 
proposing  terms  of  accommodation,  in  Keith's  App.  No. 

vin. 

^  Id.  Balnavys,  who  negotiated  that  treasonous  transaction, 
was  sent  back  to  St.  Andrews,  with  information  of  those  re- 
solutions of  the  two  Eangs ;  and  Mr.  Lesley  was  appointed 
to  remain,  at  London,  to  receive  advertisements,  from  Scot- 
land. 

'  The  following  are  some  of  the  pensions,  exclusive  of  the 
casual  payments  of  money  to  individuals  : 
To  Lord  Bothwel  (Patrick,)  in  part  payment  of  his 

pension  ...  gS$76    0 

To  And.  Gray,  in  part  of  his  pension  -  12  10 

To  John  Steuart,  the  same  -  -         -  95    O 

To  Sir  John  Borthwick,  tiie  same  -  -  75    0 

To  Oliver  Sinclair,  as  his  miyesty's  reward         -        50    O 
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best  endeavours,  for  the  delivery  of  the  Scotish  Queen  to 
tile  English  King.'  Of  the  wars,  and  waste,  of  that  pe- 
riod, history  must  tell.  In  1551,  William  Thomas,  a 
well-known  Clerk  of  tlie  Privy  Council,  who  had  secret 
communications  with  Edward  VI.,  wrote,  privately,  to 
the  youthful  King :  **  For  Scotland ;  since  we  cannot 
ncm  conquer  it,  I  have  no  hope  of  good  hut  one ;'  that 
the  Governor,  [the  Earl  of  Arran]  by  our  comforts, 
may  be  enticed  to  take  the  crown  upon  him :  If  he  be 
thereunto  persuaded,  we  shall  not  only  eslablish  a  pre- 
sent friend  to  ourselves,  but,  a  perpetual  enemy  to 
France.""    Of  the  morality  of  that  advice,  and  the  sub- 


To  Uie  Master  of  Rutbven,  as  the  same  -  ^9    o 

The  Master  had  another  reward  of        -  -  S5     0 

To  H.  Baliiavys,  remaining  in  France  -  60    O 

There  are  many  payments,  to  Onniston,  and  Bnimston. 
[The  Pripy  Counci/  Reg,  o/£d.  VI,] 

•  In  Aylors  Calendnr,  322,  there  is  preserveJ  a  notice  of 
an  instrument,  by  Norman  Lesley,  the  "  Master  of  Rotbea, 
oDil  others:  promising  to  do  their  endeavours,  for  tlte  de- 
hvery  of  the  Scolish  Queen  to  the  English  government." 
See  this  treaty  dated  the  3d  of  March  1547,  in  Rym.  Fitd. 
XV,  131-144.  There  was  a  similar  treuty,  for  the  same  cor- 
rupt puqiose,  made  with  Lord  Gray,  on  the  llih  of  the 
same  month.  \lh.  143.]  And  there  was  afterwards  settled 
on  Lord  Gray,  a  pension  of  lOOl.  ayear.  [/£.  900,]  So,  in 
September  1549,  there  was  a  jiension  settled  on  Pstrickj 
Earl  of  Bolhwell,  of  3OO0  crowns,  [/i,  190.] 

'  This  was  said,  with  an  allusion  to  the  amalgamation  of 
Scotland  with  France  1  and  thelatcpeacc  of  May  1550.  [/6. 
355-6.] 

•  See  Siryj«'a  M(».  U.  p.  7^  :   Thomas  only  rei-umincnd- 
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sequent  corruptions,  little  need  be  said;  since  the  in* 
sidious  object  is  quite  apparent ;  and  was  certainly  adopt- 
ed, by  Cecil,  in  the  subsequent  period :  It  was  probably 
not  kept  quite  secret;  as  means  were  found,  to  remove 
Arran,  the  Grovemor,  and  to  place  the  Queen-mother,  in 
his  room.' 

Elizabeth. 

The  marriage  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  with  the  Dauphin 
of  France,  in  April  1558;  and  the  accession  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  the  throne  of  England,  in  Noyemberl558 ; 
were  influential  events,  in  the  Scotish  history :  By  the 
first  event,  Scotland  was  identified  with  France ;  by  the 
second,  England  was  induced,  by  the  wisdom,  or  the 
wickedness,  of  Sir  William  Cecil,  to  enter  into  the  most 
criminal  intrigues,  in  both  those  kingdoms,  wherein 
Francis,  and  Mary,  had  such  important  interests.  In 
the  subsequent  year,  the  corrupt  advice  of  William 
Thomas  was  carried  into  full  effect,  in  Scotland,  by  the 
corrupter  management  of  Secretary  Cecil.^    Arran,  the 


ed  to  Edward  VI.  the  corrupt  policy,  which  had  failed, 
under  the  coarse  practices  of  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  was 
hanged,  in  the  subsequent  reign,  for  his  practices,  during 
the  present. 

'  The  12th  of  April  1554  is  the  true  date  of  that  transfer 
of  the  Scotish  government,  which  is,  specially  stated,  in  the 
Privy  Seal  Reg,  xxvii. 

f  "  If  the  Queen,  and  Dauphin  (said  Cecil,  in  August 
1559,)  will  not  grant  certain  points  3  then  may  the  Estates 
commit  the  government  there  to  the  next  heir  of  the  crown : 

the  Queen  [Mary]  will  not  comply  ,  then  is  it  apparent, 
Crod  Almighty  is  pleased  to  tranfer,  from  her,  the  rule  of  the 
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heir- presumptive  of  the  crown,  under  a  parliamentary 
settlement,  and  contrary  to  a  more  recent  change  of  the 
government  by  Parhament,  in  April  1554,  when  the 
Queen-moUier  waa  appointed  Regent,  in  his  stead,  waa 
induced,  by  Cecil,  to  come  forward,  as  the  rival  sov&. 
reign,  in  contempt  of  the  legal  authority ;  which  had  re- 
cognised his  presumptive  righla.*  Following  up  his 
Jacobinical  principles.  Secretary  Cecil,  on  the  Ut  of 
August  1559,  in  the  name  of  Elizabeth,  gave  the  fol- 
lowing instruction  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  who  had  been 
the  profligate  ageut  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  was  now  em- 
ployed, by  Elizabetli,  in  similar  pursuits,  in  Scotland : 
As  to  the  real  intentions  of  the  bastard  Prior,  Sadler 
was  instructed  ;  "  You  shall  do  well,  to  explore  the  very 
truth,  whether  the  Lord  James,  [the  Prior,]  do  mean 
any  enterprise  towards  the  crown  of  Scotland,  for  haa- 
self;  and  if  he  do,  and  the  Duke  [Chastelberauld]  be 
found  very  cold  in  his  own  cause,  it  shall  not  be  amtss, 
to  let  tl)e  Lord  James  follow  his  own  desire  therein, 
without  dissuading,  or  persuading  him  any  thing  there- 
in.'^    What  is  this,  but  saying  that,  if  the  presumptive 


4 


kingdom,  for  the  weal  of  it"  All  this  was  written,  by  a 
fordgn  minister  of  a  foreign  power,  who  had  no  right  to  in- 
terpose, contrary  to  treaties,  and  the  established  law;  as 
settled,  recently,  by  the  Estates  of  Scotland :  Jacobinism 
could  not  go  beyond  the  guilty  reusoning  of  Cecil. 

'  See  Haynes,  253  :  Articles,  between  the  Duke  of  Noi^ 
folk,  Elizabeth's  Lieutenant,  in  the  North,  and  the  Lord 
James  Steuarl  of  Scotland,  27tb  Feb,  1559-fiO. 

'  Sir  Ralph's  instructions,  which  ore  in  the  Paper  Office, 
and  indorsed,  in  Cecil's  hand,  "  for  the  Queen's  majesty." 
[Bundle  V.  20.]     Cecil  was  induced  to  submit  such  iristruc- 
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heir  of  the  crown  will  not  unlawfully  seize  the  expectant 
sceptre,  in  the  legitimate  hand  of  the  actual  possessor,  a 
bastard  pretender  must  be  incited  to  assume  it  ?  It  ia 
unnecessary  to  trace  CecU  any  further,  in  his  usual 
career  of  odious  policy,  as  to  the  neighbour  nations : 
The  whole  life  of  the  Scotish  Queen  supplies  illustrations, 
both  of  his  profligacy,  and  practice,  immoral  as  they 
were. 

Elizabeth  hastened  to  make  peace  on  the  2d  April 
1559,  at  Casteau-Cambresis,  with  France,  and  widv 
Scotland.  On  the  30th  of  May  following,  Elizabeth 
made  peace,  at  Norham,  more  particularly  with  Scotland. 
The  demise  of  Henry  II.  of  France,  on  the  10th  of 
July  1559,  with  the  succession  of  Francis,  and  Mary^ 
seem  to  have  converted  Elizabeth^s  desire  of  peace  into 
a  passion  for  war.**  In  December  1559,  Admiral  Winter, 
with  an  English  fleet,  was  sent  into  the  Forth,  *'  to  act 
<^  as  from  himself.*'  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  sent  into 
the  north,  as  the  Queen's  Lieutenant-general,  ^'  to  act 
"as  from  himself."  In  January  1559-60,  Secretary 
Maitland  '^  was  at  Westminster,  to  be  conferred  withall^ 

tions  to  the  eyes  of  Elizabeth^  partly,  by  his  general  policy 
of  inciting  troubles,  in  every  nation,  but  more  by  a  dispatch, 
from  Throckmorton,  Elizabeth's  ambassador,  at  Paris,  dated 
the  96th  of  July  1559  -,  informing  Secretary  Cecil,  that  the 
Prior  had  such  intentions.  [See  that  dispatch,  in  Forbes*! 
State  Papers.] 

^  On  the  11th  of  July  1559  was  held  a  consultation  of 
Elizabeth's  ministers,  for  the  French  King's  style  and  arms 
of  England,  to  be  joined  with  France.  [Cecil's  Diary, 
Murdin,  749  ] 
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*'  for  Scolish  matters:"  On  the  18th  of  February,  thi» 
Secretary  returned  into  Scotland.  On  the  27th  of  Fe. 
bruary  "  tlie  accord  was  made,  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
"  at  Berwick,  with  the  Lord  James,  Lord  Rutliven, 
"  Laird  of  Pittarrow,  and  W.  Maxwell."'  We  thus 
perceive  Elizabeth  descend,  from  her  elevation,  to  make 
"  an  accord,"  with  the  Lord  James,  the  bastard  pretender 
of  Scodand,  according  to  Cecil's  Diary.  All  this  while, 
however,  Francis  and  Mary  were  King  and  Queen  of 
Scotland  ;  and  the  Queen-mother  was  regent  of  Scotland, 
under  the  authority  of  thr  two  Bovereigns,  and  the  Es- 
tates of  the  realm.  Upon  what  moral  principle  did  Eli- 
zabeth, and  Cecil,  act.'  Upon  none:  Their  prinaple 
was  profligacy,  in  the  extreme.  If,  however,  we  look 
into  the  treaty,  we  shall  see,  that  the  name  of  the  Duke 
of  Chastelherauld,  the  second  person,  in  Scotland, 
used,  though  it  appeareth  not,  whether  he  knew  anything 
of  such  an  accord.  But,  "  the  Queen's  majesty,  having 
"  sufficiently  understood,  as  well  by  information  sent 
"  from  the  nobility  of  Scotland,  as  by  the  manifest  pro- 
"  ceedings  of  the  French,  that  they  intended,  to  conquer 
"  the  realm  of  Scotland,  suppress  the  liberties  tliereof^ 
"  and  unite  the  same  unto  the  crown  of  France,  perpe- 
"  tually,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  said  realii),  and  to' 
"  the[)acte8,oaths,  and  promisesofFrance, — the  Queen's 
"  majesty  thought  fit  to  make  this  '  accord'  "'  What 
falsehood,  and  impertinence,  have  we,  in  that  recital  ! 
Elizabetli,  and  Cecil,  knew,  tliut  the  Queen  of  Scots,  in 
1548,  had  been  betrothed  to  the  Dauphin  of  France, 
witli  the  free  assent  of  the  whole  Estates  of  Scotland.' 
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In  1558,  Mary  and  FVands  were  formally  married, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Estates,  who  sent  deputies  to 
witness  the  ceremony,  the  Lord  James  being  one  oS 
the  Envoys.    By  the  assent  of  the  Parliament,  on  lliat 
occasion^  Scodand,  and  France,  were  identified,  for  the' 
benefit  of  the  people  of  both.     In  such  a  le^mate  con* 
nexion  of  Scotland,  and  France,  how  could  the  sovermgns 
of  both  make  a  conquest  of  one  of  them  ?    The  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms  was  Intimated,  by  the  legislatures  of 
both.     The  liberties  of  the  people  of  both  were  enlarged, 
by  the  efiects  of  that  unicm.      It  was  absurd,  to  talk  of 
a  legitimate  union  being  illegitimate,  and  contrary  to 
law.     Neither  was  there  any  evidence  of  the  breach  of 
any  pacte,  oath,  or  promise.     This  treaty,  then,  is  the 
record  of  the  guilty  conduct  of  the  several  parties  to  this 
fraudful  accord.    The  proceedings  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Cecil,  on  the  one  side,  and  of  Lord  James,  and  his  coad- 
jutors^  on  the  other,  were  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
law,  human,  or  divine,  to  every  treaty,  existing  between 
the  several  nations;  and  contrary   to   the  established 
system  of  the  Scotish  monarchy :  Yes ;  the  marriage  of 
the  Scotish  Queen  to  the  Dauphin,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Estates,  with  the  several  efiects,  resulting  from  a 
legitimate  measure,  were  inconvenient  to  England:  But, 
it  was  an  inconvenience,  without  an  injury ;  because  the 
Estates  of  Scotland  had  a  right  to  marry  their  Queen  to 
whatever  potentate :  And  being  an  inconvenience,  with- 
out  an  injury,  it  furnished  Elizabeth,  with  no  motive  of 
warfare,  and  gave  to  the  querulous  mind  of  Cecil  no  cause 
of  enmity. 

Yet,  on  the  25th  of  March  1559-61),  Elizabeth  issued 
a  proclamation  ;  declaring  the  Queen's  purpose,  to  pre- 
serve  the  peace,  notwithstanding  the  King  and  Queen  of 
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Scots'  claims  to  be  the  King,  and  Queen,  of  EDgland. 
And  two  days  aller  the  Koglisli  army  entered  Scotland, 
with  6re  and  sword '.' 

Yes,  says  Cecil,  when  the  Dnuphin  and  Mary  Stewart^ 
were  married,  in  April  1558,  the  French  King  directed 
them  to  assume  the  title,  and  arms,  of  England.  But, 
this  imprudent  act  was  noi  any  insult  to  Elizabeth,  who 
was  not  then  Queen.  If  that  act  of  whatever  importance, 
had  been  resented,  by  the  English  Queen,  who  was  then 
at  war  with  France,  and  Scotland,^  ihe  French  King 
might  have  asked,  Elizabclli,  By  what  title  do  you  pre- 
tend to  be  King  of  France  ?  Our  law,  which  excluded  the 
pretensions  of  Edward  III.,  who  claimed  from  aj^male 
heir,  equally  precludes  you.  Cecil,  however,  when  he 
came  into  power,  with  Elizabeth,  was  studious  to  gratify 
his  mistress's  jealousy,  by  collecting  the  various  instances, 
in  which  Francis  and  Mary  had  used  that  disputatioua 
tille,«     When    Mary  became  a   widow,   and   she  wai. 

*  Cecil's  Diarij,  iu  Murdin. 

'  From  the7thofJune]557.  totlieSdof  April  1&59,  the 
epoch  of  the  peace  of  Cateau-Cambresis. 

*  For  example  :  On  tlie  16th  of  July  1559,  Ushers  going 
before  the  Queen  of  Scots  (being  now  the  French  Queen) 
to  the  Chapel,  cry,  "  Place  pour  ta  reine  tT  Jngleterre."  The 
arms  of  the  Scotish  Queen  were  set  upon  certain  arches,  at 
solemnizing  ihe  marriage  of  the  French  King's  daughter 
withtheKingof  Spain,  with  the  arms  of  England,  and  these, 
verses,  underwritten,  in  Scotish. 

"  The  arms  of  Mary  Queen  Dolphin  of  France, 
The  noblest  lady  in  earth  for  till  avance. 
Of  Scotland  Queen,  and  England  too. 
Of  Ireland  loo.  as  God  h:illi  prorided  it  so." 
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pressed,  hj  Tbrc^;iiiortoii,  the  English  ambassador,  to 
ratify  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  which  disavowed  that 
assumption,  in  larger  terms,  than  the  imprudence  of  the 
one  Queen,  or  the  malignity  of  the  other,  required :  The 
Sootish  Queen  said  what  could  not  be  answered  then,  and 
cannot  be  answered  now :  When  that  title  was  assumed, 
I  was  a  married  woman,  under  the  power  of  my  husband, 
and  we  both  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
King :  But,  since  I  became  a  widow,  and  such  influences 
ceased  I  have  not  used  such  a  title,  and  have  no  inten- 
tion to  use  it,  in  future.  That  assumption,  however 
innoxious,  in  Mary,  acting  as  she  did,  was  never  for- 
given, and  never  forgotten : 

''  Forgiveness  to  the  injured  doth  belong : 
But,  they  ne*er  pardon,  who  commit  the  wrong.** 

We  have  now  traced  the  various  projects  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  under  Henry,  Edward,  and  Elizabeth, 
during  Mary's  infancy,  for  the  subduction  of  Scotland, 

» 

In  November  1 559>  the  Queen  of  Scots  made  her  entry 
into  Chattleherault,  where  her  style  was  published,  as 
Queen  of  England,  where  four  verses  were  made,  whereof 
the  two  last  were : — 

"  Nunc  Gallos  totoque  remotoa  orbe  Britannos 
Unum  do8  Maria  cogit  in  imperium.** 
Francis,  and  Mary,  as  Dauphins,  granted  something  to 
Lord  Fleming,  as  King  and  Queen  of  England. 

There  were  justs,  at  Paris,  the  Dauphin*stwo  Heralds  were 
apparelled  with  the  arms  of  England,  and  Scotland.  [Cecil's 
Diary,  in  Murdin.]  Whether  those  examples  were  not 
stated,  with  malignant  temper,  and  exaggerated,  with  unne- 
cessary  diligence,  needs  not  be  very  elaborately  ascertained. 
VOL.  III.  A  a 
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by  that  alien,  and  corrupt  power.  How  far  tlie  Lord 
James,  the  bastard  pretender  of  Scotland,  with  his  fac- 
tion, contributed  to  that  end,  for  depriving  the  Scotish 
Queen  of  her  rights,  needs  not  be  here  very  diligeatl; 
settled:  The  treaty  of  Berwick  is  the  record  of  their 
guilt. 


No.  U.—  W?ietker  the  Treaty  of  Edinburgh,  dth  July 
1560,  injavour  of  the  Scotiah  Xobles  i  whereby  the 
Sovereignty  of  Scotland  was  traneferredffrom  Queen 
Mary,  to  the  Insurgent  Faction,  be  true,  or  false. 

It  was  an  age  of  falsehood,  and  imposture,  when  the 
people  were  credulous,  as  the  eflect  of  ignorance,  and 
their  leaders  were  unprincipled :  We  might  perceive, 
from  the  document  No.  1.  in  this  Appendix,  that  Secre- 
tary Cecil  was  very  capable  of  any  imposition,  and  the 
Lord  James  [Murray,]  and  his  associates,  were  in  tlie 
habit  of  every  villany.  It  was,  in  the  same  age,  that 
the  grand  imposture  was  practised  on  the  Scotish  people, 
by  Murray's  faction;  when  the  black  letter  statute-book 
of  April  ISCG  was  castrated,  and  a  spurious  volume  of 
black  acts  was  palmed  upon  the  country,  in  the  black 
letter  statute-book  of  November  156G.  Men  practising 
such  impostures,  were  capable  of  any  baseness.  Hume, 
the  historian,  detected  the  some  men,  in  forging  an 
additional  article  to  a  treaty,  with  the  Regent-queen.^  The 
men,  who  were  capable  of  adding  one  article  to  a  treaty, 
were  very  capable  of  forging  a  whole  treaty,  when  aided, 
by  so  great  an  adept,  as  Cecil,  in  contriving  the  meant, 
for  whatever  measure. 
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In  addition  to  wlial  Whiuker  ha.i,  decieively,  rcason- 
,  □□  this  subject,'  I  shall  add  a  few  distinct  heads ;  as 
exhibiting  wliat  has  occurred  to  me,  in  the  progress  of 
my  inquiries,  on  so  interesting  a  subject,  as  detecting 
forgery,  and  ascertaining  truth.  (I)  No  one  has  ever 
seen  the  original  of  the  copy  of  an  accord  in,  the  Cotton 
Library;'  puriwrting  to  be  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh: 
Neitlier  the  English  Rymer,  nor  the  French  Leonard, 
such  a  treaty :  No  such  treaty  any  where  exists, 
'in  the  records  of  Scotland;  nor  does  any  one  among 
ihe  well-informed  men,  at  Edinburgh,  know  of  such,  in 
the  original:'  What  does  not  appear,  must  be  supposed 
not  to  exist.     (2.)  I  have  found,  in  the  Paper  Office,  a 


'  ViadicatioQ,  tii.  40^3,  463,  515. 

*  Calig.  b,  9.  fol.  1S6,  the  title  of  which,  in  Eogllsh,  is. 
Accord  betwixt  the  French  King  and  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
the  Nobilttie  of  Scotland  ;"  and  which  was  certified  to  be 
a  true  copy,  by  the  Lord  James  Steuort,  and  Lord  Ruthven, 
and  is  countersigned,  at  the  bottom,  by  Secretary  Maitland, 
who  appears,  from  the  transcription,  to  have  been  the 
writer  of  this  copy  :  Maitland  was  perfectly  capable  of 
making  any  supposititious  treaty. 

'  There  is  an  abstract  of  such  a  treaty,  dated  the  8th  of 
July  1560,  in  the  Adv.  Lib.  Edin.  A.  3.S2  ;  But,  from  the 
mistake  of  the  date,  and  other  circumstances,  it  is  obvious, 
that  the  writer  of  this  abstract  did  not  make  it,  from 
ao  original,  though  it  be  a  MS.  of  the  reign  of  James  VJ, 
Cecil,  in  his  Diary,  though  he  notices  the  accord,  for  the 
demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  L>eith,  dated  the  5th  of  July 
1&60,  and  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  dated  on  the  subse- 
quent day,  between  the  English  and  French  amhassadors, 
does  not  notice  any  accord  between  the  French  ambossadon, 
and  the  Scotish  nobles.    Murdin,'75l. 
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copy  of  the  iSlcotish  accord  of  the  6th  of  July  15G0, 
which  is,  plainly,  of  that  time;  as  it  was  docqueted,  or 
indorsed,  by  Cecil's  clerk,  "  Requests  of  Scotland  to  the 
"  French  King ; "  and  to  tlie  foregoing  words,  are  added, 
-in  Cecil'a  own  liand,  "  Accorded  by  the  French  ambas- 
"  Bttdors,  in  presence  of  the  ambassadors  of  England ;" 
But,  this  docquel,  or  indorsement,  was  afterwards  struck 
out,  by  Cecil's  own  pen  :  For,  he  soon  perceived,  tlial  by 
such  an  indorsement,  in  his  hand,  the  English  ambas- 
sadors, Cecil,  and  Wotlon,  were  committed,  to  avouch, 
or  testify,  that  such  a  treaty  had  been  signed,  in  their 
presence :  And,  Cecil,  who  was  never  at  a  loss,  wrote  to 
his  friends,  at  Edinburgh,  to  send  him  a  certified  copy 
of  the  same  treaty,  which  now  remains,  in  the  Cotton 
Library,  as  above  mentioned:  Now  ;  this  measure  cast 
the  responsibility,  from  himself,  upon  Lord  James, 
Lord  Ruthven,  and  Secretary  Maitland,  who  were  all 
nersons  very  capable  of  such  an  imposture;  and  of 
avowing  it,  for  truth,  before  a  credulous  world :  This  i 
management,  wiih  regard  to  the  two  copies,  the  one 
the  Paper  Office,  and  the  more  formal  one,  in  the  Cotton 
Library,  is  satisfactory  proof  of  the  gross  fraud,  that  had 
been  committed,  by  Lord  James,  and  Secretary  Malt- 
land,  in  concert  with  Secretary  Cecil;  yet,  co\dd  not  be 
avowed:"  The  pretended  power  of  the  2d  of  June  ' 
1560,   with  the  mistake  in  the  year  of  Mary's  leign;  ] 


*"  Cecil  played  otf  the  same  artifices,  in  respect  to  the  de- 
claration of  French  Paris,  10th  of  August  156f>,  which  we  now 
know  to  have  been  the  for^rj  of  Buchanan,  and  Wood  t 
Cecil  had  the  original ;   but  he  sent  for  a  certified  copy;  in   I 
order  to  conceal  the  imposture. 
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empowering  the  French  ambassadors^  to  make  sudia 
treaty,  as  transferred  the  Queen's  sovereignty  to  the 
Scotish  insurgents,  is  not,  with  the  copy  of  ^  accord^  in 
the  Paper  Office.  (3)  We  may  learn  from  Holinshed/ 
what  is  probable  in  itself,  «<  that  when  Montluc,  and 
**  Randan,  the  French  ambassadors,  were  introduced  to 
**  Eb'zabeth,  they  declared  they'  were  sent  to  the  Queen, 
^^  and  not  to  the  subjects  of  Scotland :  For,  it  was  not 
*^  meet,  that  the  Sang  should  send  to  his  own  9ubjecUj 
**  (as  they  were  by  this  marriage  of  th^  Queen)  to  re- 
^^  quire  peace,  or  to  condition  with  them,  for  agreement:^ 
Such  a  speech,  from  such  men,  evinces,  suffidently,  that 
they  were  conscious  of  their  own  inability,  to  transfer  the 
King,  and  Queen's  sovereignty,  to  their  own  subjects : 
But,  it  was  impossble,  that  ambassadors,  who  are  praised, 
by  Robertson,  for  th^  talents^  and  address,  could  have 
granted  any  terms  of  sovereignty  to  such  sulgeets. 
(4)  When  Throgmorton,  Elizabeth^s  ambassador,  at 
Paris,  solicited  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh*, 
the  King,  the  Queen,  the  Cardinal  of  Loraine,  and  their 
other  ministers,  always  speak  of  one  treaty,  and  not  of 
two  treaties,  an  English,  and  a  Scotish  one:^'  We  never 


»  Chronicle,  i.  374-5:  The  terms  of  the  accord  to  the 
Scotish  nobles,  as  set  f6rth^  by  Holinshed^  may  be  adknitted 
to  have  been  made.  Id.  These  terms  ought  regularly,  to 
have  been  annexed  to  the  treaty  with  England^  as  a  part 
thereof ;  and  it  was  owing  to  design^  that  they  were  not ; 
t^d,  not  to  the  ignorance  of  Cecil. 

o  Lord  Hardwicke*s  State  Papers,  i.  123-37*  If  there 
had  been  such  an  accord  with  the  Scotish  insurgents^  there 
ought  to  have  been  an  original  of  it,  in  the  archives  of 
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hear  of  the  Scotiah  nobles,  soliciting  the  ratificaUon  of  the 
treaty,  granting  them  sueh  extraordinary  terms;  nor, 
would  the  Queen  even  ratify  the  acts  of  Parliament, 
which  was  held,  without  her  knowledge,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  some  treaty.  (5-)  The  predpitation,  with  which 
the  convention  of  August  1560  sat  down,  before  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  the  Queen's  ratification,  (and  no  treaty 
can  be  acted  upon,  without  ratiflcotion)  proves,  that  the 
supposititious  treaty,  under  which,  the  leaders  pretended 
to  act,  had  been  obtained,  by  some  fraudulence.  (6.)  It 
does  not  appear,  throughoiit  the  negotiation,  for  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  that  the  French 
court  was  aware  of  what  the  supposititious  treaty  cohtwn- 
ed ;  but,  the  Cardinal  Loraine  saw  very  plainly,  from 
other  documents,  and  from  the  conduct  of  tlie  Lord 
James,  and  his  busy  coadjutors,  "  that  tlie  King,  and 
"  Queen's  subjects  of  Scotland,  sought  to  deprive  the 
"  King,  and  Queen,  of  their  right  of  pre-eminence  over 
"  the  realm  of  Scotland,  and  to  reduce  it  to  the  form  of 
"  a  republic."p  (7.)  As  the  concessions  of  oblivion, 
which  were,  really,  made,  by  the  ambassadors  of  Francis, 


mbassadors  :     But,  the  silence  of  Leo- 
o  such  accord  exists  among  the  recorda 


France,  from  her  i 
nard  evinces,  that 
of  France. 

f  Lord  Hardwicke's  State  Papert,  i.  139.  The  Lord 
Jontea,  and  his  coailjutors,  bad,  in  lact,  established  an  ia- 
depentlency  on  the  sovereigns  of  Scotland,  in  1559-60,  and 
61 }  they  arrogated  the  right  of  depriving  the  Regent-queen 
of  her  authority,  which  she  had  derived  from  the  Ettata  : 
and  when  the  sovereign  Queen  sent  over  a  commisstou  to 
certain  persons,  to  govern  in  her  name,  the  insurgent  lords, 
who  were  named,  refused  to  act,  under  her  authority. 
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and  Mary,  to  the  Sootish  insurgents^  formed  a  part  of  the 
English  treaty^  and  as  Cecil,  studiously,  avoided  to  have 
thespedficaticxi  under  the  French  ambassadors  signatures, 
annexed  to  thattreaty,thisomiseaonabne,with  tl^drcum- 
stances  of  his  conduct,  above  mentioned,  when  committed^ 
by  such  a  diplomatist^  as  Cecil,  shows,  that  some  firaud 
had  been  committed,  which  could  not  be  avowed*^ 
(8.)  Such,  then,  are  the  reasons,  which  satisfy  me,  that 
the  Scotish  ireaty^  which  was  certified,  by  Lord  James^ 
Lord  Ruthven,  and  Secretary  Mutland,  was  a  gross  im- 
position; such  men  being  capable  of  any  villany ;  and 
Mutland  being  in  the  habit  of  forgery.  (9.)  Wh^i  Dr. 
Wotton  died,  in  1566-7,  Cecil  was  restless  till  he  obtain- 
ed possession  of  the  papers  of  his  coadjutor ;  as  we  learn 
from  Strype ;'  in  order  to  see  what  account  Dr.  Wotton 
had  given  of  the  supposititious  accord,  with  the  Scotisb 
nobles.  (10.)  The  actors,  in  that  guilty  scene,  did  not 
send  any  person  to  Paris,  to  solicit  the  Queen's  ratifica- 
tion of  the  supposed  accord;  because  such  an  envoy 
would  have  met  Randan,  and  Montluc,  the  French  ne- 
gotiators, who  would  have  disavoived  the  pretended 
accord:  But,  without  ratification,  the  treaty  was  of  no 
avail;  though  the  forgers  made  haste  to  carry  it  into  efiect. 

1  Robertson^  indeed,  says.  Hist,  i.  239,  that  the  treaty 
with  Scotland  was  inserted  in  the  treaty  with  Elizabeth; 
but,  he  is  mistaken :  And,  that  it  was  not  inserted,  in  the 
English  treaty,  is  a  strong  objection  to  the  rectitude  of  the 
whole  transaction.  There  was  a  clause,  in  the  nature  of  a 
guarantee  of  the  accorde  between  the  French,  and  Scots^ 
[Haynes^  355^]  which  states  the  sum  of  the  accorde  of 
Scotland :  This  ought,  in  the  practice  of  diplomacy,  to  have 
been  annexed  to  the  English  treaty.        '  Annals,  iii.  S08. 
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Na  IIL— JSCm^ar  (^uem  EKzaieth  emdetmmnd  to  in- 
Urupi  Marjf^  Qftem  qfSeois  V^gage  to  ScoOmmd, 

(K)  The  refoMl  oTpMipoits,  wUcfa  is  a  fact  admow- 
kdged^  waa  a  Tntiial  dedaratioooriiOBti&tiesi^amsl  tbe 
fleotMb  Queen.  (2.)  Both  tbe  Lord  James,  and  Secre- 
tarj  MsithmH^  ^org^  CecO  to  iuteiccpt  their  aorereign ; 
as  most  beneficial  to  ike  reSgicm^  and  most  adTantageous 
to  (he  amHy  with  En^and,  two  cant  expfesnons,  wfaidi 
meant  mach  more  than  was  mentioned ;  and  Secretary 
Csdl  correqwnded  with  both,  on  this  interesting  sutgect 
On  the  9th  of  August  1561,  Banddph  wrote  from  Edin- 
bofg^  to  Cedl :  ^  I  have  recetred  your  honours  letters, 
on  the  1st  of  this  month,  and  also  a  letter  to  the  Lord 
James,  from  his  kinsman,  out  of  France.*  I  have  shown 
jour  honour's  letters  to  the  Lord  James,  Lend  Morton, 
Lord  Lethington  (Maitland) :  They  wish,  as  your  ho- 
nour doth,  thai  she  [Mart/^  might  be  stayed^  yet^  Jbr  a 
space:  And,  if  it  were  not^Jbr  the  obedience  sake^  some 

'  James  Steuart^  the  Commendator  of  Inchcolm,  who  was 
then  in  Queen  Mary's  employ,  and  confidence,  in  France. 
He  was  afterwards  much  employed  by  her  }  and,  like  others, 
betrayed  her  secrets  to  the  Lord  James,  for  whose  relief, 
James  Steuart  engaged  in  Rizzio*s  assassination.  He  ob- 
talned  a  pardon  of  this  treason,  by  Lord  James  [Murray's] 
influence,  on  the  5th  of  June  1566.  IPrivy  Seal  Reg,  xxxv. 
30.]  He  married,  on  the  10th  of  January  1562-d,  Mar- 
garet, the  sister  of  Archibald,  Earl  of  Aigyle,  Murray's  as- 
sociate in  rebellion.  The  eldest  son  of  this  marriage  was 
Sir  James  Steuart  of  Down,  who  married  Murray's  eldest 
daughter!  and^  in  her  right,  became  the  Earl  of  Murray. 
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of  them  care  not,  though  they  never  saw  her  face*'*  The 
Lord  of  Lethington  leaveth  nothing,  at  this  time,  un- 
written, that  he  thinketh  maj  be  able,  to  satisfy  your 
defflre,  in  knowledge  of  the  present  state  of  things  here. 
Whatsoever  oometh  of  that,  he  findeth  it  ever  best,  ihai 
she  come  not.^  (3.)  Contrary  to  all  those  ocmoerts,  Ce- 
cil wrote  to  Throgmorton,  at  Paris,  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust :  **  The  nineteenth  of  this  present,  in  the  morning 
early,  the  Queen  of  Soots  arrived  at  Leith,  with  her  two 
gallies,  her  whole  train  not  exceeding  sixty  persons  of 
meaner  sort.  The  lords  ol  Scotland  were  not  nigh, 
being  warned  only  against  the  last  of  this  month ;  only 
there  was  at  Holyroodhouse,  the  Lord  Robert,  to 
whose  house  she  went,  and  there  remained,  and  gave 
orders,  with  speed,  to  assemble  her  lords.  Thi»  was  the 
whole  I  could  learn  ;  being  so  written  in  haste,  at  the 
same  instant.  The  Queen^s  majesty's  ships,  that  were 
upon  the  seas,  to  cleanse  them  from  pirates,  saw  her,  and 
saluted  her  gallies;  and  staying  her  ships,  examined 
them  of  pirates,  and  dismissed  them  gently :  One  Scotish 
ship,  tliey  detained ;  as  vehemently  suspected  of  piracy.^ 
But,  this  artful  representation  ib  contradicted,  by  Cam« 

^  This  instructive  letter  is  io  Robertson's  Jpp.  v.  from  the 
Cotton  Library.  Lethiogton*s  letter,  which  is  referred  to, 
in  Randolph's  dispatch,  was  dated,  finom  Edinburgh,  the 
10th  of  August  1561,  and  is  in  Keith's  Jpp.  9^-3,  wherein 
the  date  is  misprmted  1560,  for  1561.  This  letter  of  Le- 
thington was  followed,  by  a  more  persuasive  one  to  Cecil, 
dated  the  15th  of  August  1561,  which  still  remains  un- 
published, in  the  Paper  Office. 

*  See  this  dispatch  of  Cecil  to  Throgmorton,  in  Hard- 
wicke's  State  Papers,  i.  176,  which  is  plainly  written  to  en- 
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den's  narrative,  who  was  as  well-uiformecl,  as  Cecil,  and 
an  huiiester  man."  Cecil's  representation  is  disproved, 
by  the  testimony  of  as  great  a  statesman  as  be :  By  the 
lord  keeper  Bacon,  who  in  delivering  a  speech  in  llie 
Privy  Council,  during  the  year  1562,  agwnst  the  pro- 
jected interview,  between  the  rival  Queens,  has  these 
apposite  expressions:  "  Besides,  think  you,  that  the 
Scotlsh  Queen's  suit  made,  in  all  friendly  manner,  to 
come  through  England,  at  the  time  she  left  France,  and 
the  denial  thereof,  excppl  the  trenty  were  ratjlied,  is  by 
them  forgotten  ;  or  else,  your  sending  of  your  ships  to 
sea,  at  the  time  of  her  passage?"'  (1.)  When  a  charge 
against  Lady  Lennox,  for  corresponding  with  her  reU. 
lion,  the  Queen  of  Scots,  was  carrying  on  by  Cecil ;  it 
was  given  in  evidence,  by  two  several  domestics  of  Lady 
Lennox,  that  when  she  heard  of  the  Scotish  Queen's  es- 
cape, from  the  English  ships,  she  fell  down  on  her  knees, 
and  thanked  God,  for  his  providential  interposition :' 
This  implies,  that  it  was  distinctly  understood,  at  Lon- 
don, that  the  English  ships  were  sent  out,  to  bring  in  the 

able  the  English  ambassailnr  to  dei^eive  the  Prencli  court  j 
as  its  statements  were  contrary  to  the  fact. 

'  Cantden,  Tranal.  53,  who  speaks  of  the  Queen  of  Scots, 
having  gotten  a  fit  opportunity,  set  sail,  from  Calais,  and 
arrived,  in  Scotland;  "  passing  by  the  English  ships,  in 
foggy  vseathtT,"  Lesley,  and  Brantome,  who  accompanied 
the  Queen,  also  speak  of  the  great  fog,  which  enabled  lier  to 
arrive  safe.     Holinshed  concurs  with  Camden. 

»  Goodall,  i.  175,  from  s  MS.  entitled,  PLadta  Sccreti 
Concilii.  I  have,  in  my  library,  n  MS.  collection  of  the 
Lord  Keeper  Bacon's  speeches,  which  concurs  with  what 
Goodall  stales  as  above. 

•  This  examinhitiun  is  in  Ihc  Paper  Office. 
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Sootish  Queen.  (5.)  One  of  the  Scotish  ships,  attending 
the  Queen,  was  carried  in,  as  Cedl  acknowledges,  where- 
in was  the  Earl  of  Eglinton :  But,  that  this  particular 
ship  carried  the  horses  and  mules  of  the  Scotish  Queen, 
which  were  undoubtedly  captured,  appears  untrue :  II 
certainly  required  a  long  negotiation,  and  considerable 
expense,  to  recover  them.*  (6.)  When  Secretary  Cecil 
talked  otdeanHng  the  sea  of  pirateSj  he  ought  to  have 
blushed ;  as  the  conduct  of  Elizabeth,  and  her  secretary, 
was  clearly  piratical,  which  was  indefenable  upon  any 
known  prindple,  if  they  did  not  avow  actual  hoMUy,  to 
the  Scotish  Queen,  with  whom  Elizabeth  was  then  at 
peace.  (7*)  Two  Dutch  vessels,  which  were  employed 
to  transport,  from  France,  the  Scotbh  Queen's  horses, 
and  mules,  were  carried  into  England  by  the  English 
fleet,  which  was  sent  out  to  bring  in  the  Queen.  The 
Dutch  transports  were,  after  a  while,  released :  But  the 
Queen's  horses  and  mules  were  detained  a  month,  before 
they  were  allowed  to  proceed,  by  land,  to  Edinburgh. 
The  freight  of  the  ships  is  charged  in  the  Treasurer'^s  books 
of  the  £8th  of  October  1561 :  And,  there  is  a  further 
charge,  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  by  the  Queen^s 
command,  '^  To  John  Livingston,  Master  Stabler,  for  ex^ 
pences  made  by  him,  upon  29  horses,  and  mvlatttSj  con- 
veyed with  28  men  from  Morpeth  to  Alnwick,  and  Ber- 
wick, holden  in  England,  by  the  space  of  31  days,  and 
from  Berwick  to  Edinburgh,  two  days,  343/.  Soots.^ 
This,  then,  is  a  new  fact,  in  the  history  of  Mary's  voy- 
age to  Scotland ;  and  is  an  additional  proof  of  the  en- 
mity of  Elizabeth,  on  that  occasion. 

*  Keiths  195,  and  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  the  28th  of 
October  1561. 


THE  LIFE  OF     [Msu.  V.  Memoir  <f  1 


No.  ly. ~T!te  Jbllowinff  Dispatch,  Jrom  Randolph  to 
C'ecii,  evinces  with  wltat  rigours,  tfic  LieutcnaTit  acted 
on  the  Borders. 

In  my  last  of  the  7lh  present,  I  wrote  your  honour, 
that  the  Earl  of  Maire  was  ridde  to  do  some  enterpris 
upon  the  thieves,  that  resorted  to  commoD  markets,  near 
unto  the  Borders.  It  came  so  well  to  pass,  that  upon 
Tliursday  last,  he  arrived,  at  Hawick,  about  ten  of  the ' 
clock,  and  having  encompassed  the  town,  with  such 
were  appointed  to  that  office,  he  being  himself  in  the 
market-place,  caused  a  proclamation  to  be  made,  that  no 
man,  on  pain  of  death,  should  receive  a  thief  into  his 
house,  or  hinder  any  man,  that  was  known,  or  suspected 
of  tlie  like  crime :  Whereupon  all  those  were  taken,  that 
were  found  in  the  street,  and  divers  others  found,  tliat 
had  hidden  themselves,  to  the  number  of  eighty-three,  of 
the  which  twenty  were  acquitted  by  the  assize ;  the  rest 
condemned  ;  of  the  which  twenty-two  were  presently 
drowned  there,  for  lack  of  trees,  and  halters,  six  hanged 
at  Edinburgh,  yesterday,  being  Monday ;  four  of  the 
number  of  Maxwell's  own  men  sent  unto  him  to  be  ex- 
ecuted ;  and  the  rest  are  presently,  in  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  Queen's  will.  If  your  honour  might  hear 
of  many  such  journeys,  I  believe  the  quietness  upon  ibe 
Borders  should  in  short  time  be  much  greater  than  it  is. 
The  example  hereof  is  very  good  ;  and  the  honour  not 
little  unto  tliosc,  tliat  put  it  so  happily  in  execution. 

Besides,  those  thieves  of  Tividale,  and  Langdale,  are 
common  enemies,  to  all  virtue  and  policy :  Those  ore 
also  the  people,  in  whom  tlie  Earl  of  Bolhwell  doth  most 
(rust  in,  if  ever  he  gets  his  liberty ;  and  therefore,  I  be- 
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lieve  there  will  be  the  fewer  number  of  them  left  alive^ 
before  that  he  come  abroad.  At  Stirling,  the  7th  of 
June  1562. 


No.  V. — Cf  Murray  s   Courtship  of  the  Countess  of 

Buclum. 

This  intercourse,  which  has  hitherto  remained  a  mys- 
tery, may  now  be  made  quite  clear^  from  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  Scotish  records. 

John,  the  master  of  Buchan,  the  heir-apparent  of 
John,  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  was  slain,  at  the  disastrous 
battle  of  Pinkie,  on  the  10th  of  September  1547 ;  leav- 
ing an  only  child.  Christian  Steuart,  who  was  then  an 
infant,  and  became  by  her  father^s  death,  the  mistress  of 
Buchan^  or  the  apparent  heiress  of  the  Earldom  of  Bu- 
chan. On  this  lady,  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  when  he 
was  not  yet  nineteen,  cast  his  wishful  eyes.  And,  on 
the  16th  of  January  1549  50,  he  entered  into  a  contract 
of  marriage,  with  James  Steuart,  the  lady's  uncle,  to 
marry  his  youthful  niece.**  We  thus  see  that  the  con- 
tract was  made  with  her  uncle,  and  not  with  her  grand- 
father, the  Earl,  but  with  his  youngest  son.  This  con- 
tract was  never  fulfilled,  by  the  Commendator ;  but,  un- 
der its  cover,  he  contrived  to  deprive  the  heiress  of  her 
inheritance.  In  1556,  when  he  was  twenty-five,  he  be- 
gan his  artful  operations,  while  she  was  stiU  under  the 

^  Sutherland^  Add,  Case,  v.  62  :  He  was  called  Commai* 
daior  in  the  marriage  contract:  But>  he  then  appeared, 
sometimes  as  Prior,  and  other  whiles,  as  Commendator,  as 
it  suited  his  purpose. 
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marriageable  age,  and  her  grandfather  was  old,  and  un- 
thrifty, to  get  the  estate,  within  his  grasp :  As  the  Earl 
owed  several  sums  of  money,  on  the  mortgage  of  several 
estates,  with  the  right  of  reversion,  the  Commendator 
obtained,  from  the  heiress,  and  her  tutor.  Sir  Walter 
Ogilvie  of  Boyne,  in  1556,  assignations  of  the  right  of 
redeeming  those  mortgaged  estates ;  and  on  those  assig- 
nations, he  procured,  from  the  Queen-mother,  confirma- 
tions of  the  right  of  redemption.'  The  Commendator 
thus  appears  to  have  been  a  good  lawyer,  or  to  liave  had 
a  good  adviser,  in  his  train;  who  thus  enabled  him  to  do 
a  fraudulent  act,  by  legitimate  means. 

Encouraged,  by  this  success,  he  now  set  his  heart  not 
on  the  lady,  but  on  the  more  considerable  estates  of  the 
earldom.  The  Earl  of  Buchan,  dying  at  the  end  of 
1562,  the  Commendator,  who  had  at  length  become  the 
Queen's  chief  minister,  obtiuned  a  grant  of  the  vrard, 
non-entries,  and  relief  of  the  whole  estates  of  the  Earl- 
dom of  Buchan,  and  of  all  other  lands,  which  pertained 
either  to  tlie  Earl  of  Buchan,  or  to  John,  Master  of  Bu- 
chan, for  all  time  past,  or  to  come,''  These  grants,  to 
the  chief  minister,  were  as  illegal,  as  they  were  unjust : 
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'  Priny  Seal  Reg.  xxviii.  fol.  16,  34,  49,  75,  ftc;  and 
grant*  dated  the  'Z4lh  April,  4th  August,  37tb  and  S9th 
December  1550,  and  24th  May  1557:  And  he,  subsequently, 
obtained,  on  his  own  resignation,  a  charter,  from  the  crown, 
on  the  9th  June  1563.     Privy  Seal  Reg.  xixi.  33. 

•'  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxsi.  70  :  The  grant  was  dated  the 
31st  January  1563-3  :  And,  to  make  surety  double  sure,  he 
obtained  anotber  grunt,  dated  the  S2d  of  September  1G63. 
lb.  xxxii.  7. 
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For,  they  contravened  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was 
made,  during  the  late  war,in  &Tour  of  the  heirs  of  those 
who  might  fall  in  battle,  in  the  Queen^s  service ;  and 
which  provided,  that  the  heirs  of  those,  who  might  die, 
by  the  visitation  of  God,  or  the  swoid  of  the  eneny, 
'^  should  have  the  ward,  non«.entries,  and  relief  of  their 
estates,  and  also  of  their  manriage,  free  in  thdr  own 
hands,  without  the  usual  payments  to  the  crown.''* 

On  the  death  c£  the  Earl,  his  grand^daughter, 
tian,  succeeded  to  the  Earldom  of  Buchan  ;  as  die 
of  her  father,  John,  the  Master  of  Buchan,  wider  die 
above-mentioned  charter  of  the  4th  of  August  1547 ; 
and  cm  which  she  obtained  sosin,  in  1551/  which  I^gaUj 
confuted  her  title  to  the  Earldom.  And  she  was  en* 
titled,  under  the  Act  of  15475  in  favour  of  the  heirs  of 
those,  who  died,  fighting  for  their  country,  to  enjoy  her 
rights,  without  paying  any  feudal  incidents  to  the  crown. 
The  all-grasping  minister  of  the  Queen,  knew  both  the 

law,  and  the  fact ;  yet,  did  he,  in  contempt  of  law,  and 
defiance  of  justice,  obtain  a  grant]  of  those  feudal  inci- 
dents, as  we  have  seen,  which,  by  accumulations,  since 
the  death  of  John,  Master  of  Buchan,  in  1547,  amount- 
ed to  vast  sums ;  and  for  which  he  obtained  judicial  ap- 
preciations, and   thereupon  charters  from   the  crown: 

*  Prwy  Seal  Reg,  1547.  John,  Master  of  Buchan,  who 
died  on  Pinkie  field,  had  obtained,  on  the  4th  of  August 
1547,  a  charter  of  the  Earldom  of  Buchan,  to  him,  and  his 
heirs  -,  reserving  a  life  estate  to  his  father,  the  Earl.  Suther- 
land Jdd.  Case,  v.  61 ;  and  the  charter,  which  was  printed, 
in  Sir  Rob.  Gordon's  Add,  Case,  Jpp,  xx*  No.  3. 

'  The  Sutherland  Add.  Case,  v.  61. 
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Thus,  did  the  Queeo's  minioa  obtain  titles  to  the  CouO' 
lew's  estates,  l^al,  indeed,  in  appearance,  but  unjust,  in 
their  principle,  and  abominable,  in  the  means.* 

He  did  not  stop  here,  in  his  career  of  ill^ality,  and 
injustice.  In  order  to  make  such  an  acquisition  more 
sure,  the  minister  of  Mary  had,  previously,  obtdned 
from  James  Steuart,  the  younger  son  of  the  late  Earl, 
and  micle  of  Chnstian,  a  release  of  all  the  claim,  which 
he  could  form  to  the  Earldom  of  Buchan  :  Id  conuder- 
ation  of  this  release,  the  minister  engaged,  to  maintain 
James  Steuart  in  his  house,  till  he  should  give  him  a 
benefice,  or  other  provision  of  200  marks,  yearly ;  ami 
as  soon,  as  the  minion  of  Mary  should  obtun  the  estates 
of  the  Earldom  of  Buchan,  he  engaged  to  augment  that 
provi»on  to  300  marks  for  life,^    Such,  then,  were  the 
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■  For  the  charters  of  appreciation,  in  1563-4-5,  see  the 
Prwy  Seal  Reg.  xxitiji.  44,  56, !  40  i  and  the  charters  in  the 
Great  Seat  Reg. 

"  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxiv.  49  ■  In  which  that  agreement  is 
recited  to  have  been  made  several  yean',  before  February 
1565-6:  It  was  ikRetwunis  ratified,  on  the  ISIh  of  April 
1567  :  And  the  provision  of  300  marks  was  yearly  paid  out 
of  the  revenues  ef  the  Priory  of  Pittenweem,  lb.  ixxvi,  48. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  James  Steuart's  right  was  worth 
bujdng ;  as  he  was  the  male  heir  of  the  earldom :  and 
would  have  inherited  it,  as  it  was  limited  tamaU  heiri;  but 
for  the  charter  of  the  4th  of  August  1547,  vesting  the  earl- 
dom in  the  master  of  Buchan,  and  hit  heiri  general,  whettby 
the  succession  came  to  his  female  heir.  Christian  ;  Yet,  as 
that  charter  was  granted,  in  the  Queen's  minority,  it  was 
liable  to  revocation ;  and  her  minister  had  the  power  of 
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sad  effects  of  living  under  a  tyranny^  where  wicked  men 
bore  sway. 

.  Afler  all  those  grants  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  by  the 
operation  of  which  he  obtuned  posscSssion  of  the  whole 
property,  belon^g  to  the  Earldom  of  Buchan,  \m  was 
still  anxious,  for  a  new  one:  On  the  Sd  of  June  1565» 
he  obtained  a  charter  from  the  Queen,  on  his  own  rerig- 
nation,  containing  a  new  grant  of  the  whole  property  to 
himself,  and  his  heirs,  male,  and  female ;  whom  failing,' 
to  Christian,  the  lawful  daughter  of  the  late  John,  master 
of  Buchan,  and  the  lawful  heirs  of  her  body,  whom  fail- 
ing, to  James  Steuart,  lawful  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Buchan; 
whom  failing,  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  Earl  of  Murray. 
At  the  epoch  of  that  grant,  he  was,  in  the  height  of  his 


doing  this,  in  his  own  hands,  if  the  helpless  heiress  had  at- 
tempted to  quarrel  his  proceedings,  in  depriving  her,  by 
chicanery,  of  her  inheritance. 

'  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxiii.  53 ;  and  the  charter  in  the  Great 
Seal  Record.  In  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  there  is,  on  the 
26th  of  February  1565-6,  a  payment,  by  command  of  the 
King,  and  Queen,  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Session,  "  for  writ- 
ing certain  contracts,  between  James  Earl  of  Murray,  and  the 
Countess  of  Buchan.**  What  the  contracts  were  does  not  ap- 
pear :  Perhaps,  he  was  obliged  to  make,  some  provision  for 
the  Countess,  whom  he  had  swindled  out  of  her  estate :  On 
the  26th  of  February  1565-6,  Murray  was  an  exile,  in  Eng- 
land, on  account  of  his  rebellion  against  the  Queen  -,  and 
did  not  return  till  after  the  assassination  of  Rizzio,  on  the 
9th  of  March  1565-6  -,  when  he  came  in  by  force;  expect- 
ing the  Queen  to  hare  been  dethroned,  as  the  result  of 
that  conspiracy. 

VOL.  III.  B  b 
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rebellion  agutist  the  Queen,  whrai  be  was  preparing  to 
niio,  by  Gimilar  arts. 

The  unfortunate  CouDt£«  of  Buchan  was  induced, 
frcan  poverty,  to  marry  the  ucortd  son  of  Douglas  of 
Lochleven,  who  assumed  her  title:  And,  she  hved,  ob- 
scurely, with  her  husband,  in  the  family  of  his  elder  bro- 
ther, within  the  ill-fated  castle  of  Locbleren.  Sevend 
years  after  the  death  of  the  Regent  Murray,  the  Coun- 
tess of  Buchan,  and  her  husband,  endeavoured  to  recover 
the  estates,  of  which  she  had  been  cheated.  On  the  7tb 
of  April  1574,  the  regent  Morton,  who  was  the  relative 
of  the  Douglasses  of  Lochleven,  directed  a  charter,  from 
the  King,  to  be  granted  to  the  Countess,  and  her  bua> 
band,  of  the  estates,  and  heritable  offices  of  the  Earldom 
of  Buchan.''  But,  thb  charter  appears  to  have  been  in- 
effectual, at  the  time  ;  and  the  heirs  of  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray continued  to  enjoy  the  estates,  belonging  to  the 
Earldom  of  Buchan,  though  the  descendants  of  the 
Countess  Christian,  kept  up  their  claim ;  and  seem  to 
have  obtained  a  part,  either  by  compromise,  or  com- 
pul^on.'     Sucb  clashing  services  to  the  estates  of  the 
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*  Grtat  Seal  Reg.  xxxiv.  No.  1^ ;  the  Sutherland  Add. 
Que,  T.  €3. 

I  On  the  7th  of  September  161S,  Mary  Douglas,  the 
Countess  of  Buchan,  was  served  heir  to  her  grandmoiher. 
Christian,  the  Countess  of  Buchan,  in  the  catales.  and 
offices,  which  appertained  to  the  Earldom  of  Buchan.  Rec. 
Inijuii.  Spedah*.  On  the  2l8t  of  April  1615,  James,  Earl 
of  Murray,  was  Bcn'cd  heir  to  his  grandfather  James  Earl 
of  Murray,  in  the  estates,  aod  offices,  which  appertained  to 
the  Earldom  of  Buchan.     Id. 
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Earldom  of  Buchan  c%'ince,  thai  those  estates,  and  offices, 
were  still  subjects  of  contenlioo,  betweca  the  grand- 
children of  the  Countess  Christian,  Murray's  first  love. 
From  thb  detail  we  may  perceive,  that  nothing  was  too 
low,  or  too  high,  for  the  swindling  ambition  of  the  good 
Regent ;  whether  he  bereaved  a  Countess  of  her  marriage, 
and  patrimony,  or  a  Queen  of  her  sceptre,  her  character, 
and  her  kingdom. 


No.  VI. — Of  the  Marriage,  and  Famili/,  of  the  Earlof 
Murray. 

Thcyearl5t)2  was  one  of  the  happiest,  in  the  hfeof 
this  estraordtnary  man.  On  the  30th  of  January  1 5€  1  -2, 
he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  £)arldom  of  Murray.  On  the 
4th  of  February,  thereafter,  he  was  legitimated,  a  second 
time.  On  the  7th  of  this  month,  he  acquired  a  grant  of 
the  Earldom  of  Mar.  And  on  the  Sth  of  the  same 
mon til  of  February  1561-2,  being  Sh rove-Sunday,  Mur- 
ray, who  was  then,  in  the  3 1  st  year  of  his  age,  was  mar- 
ried to  .Agnes  Keith,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William, 
Earl  of  Marischal,  whom  Sadler,  in  1543,  reported,  to 
be  a  goodly  young  gentleman,  as  bearing  a  singular  good 
affection  to  Hftiry  VIII.,  and  to  the  marriage  of  his 
son  to  the  young  Queen :  And  this  same  young  gentle- 
man was,  soon  after,  engaged  in  ihe  treasonous  consj))- 
racy  of  Wishart,  before  mentioned,  which  ended  in  the 
foul  ossassinatioD  of  Cardinal  Beaton."  Siicli  was  the 
family  into  which  Murray  thought  fit  to  match  himself. 


■  See  No.  I.  in  IbU  >4pp. 
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afler  hiXk'ing  the  Countess  of  Buchan.  The  triumph  and 
feastiDg,  contiaued  several  days,  till  the  godly  were  all 
Ecandalized.'  The  mormgc  was  celebrated  in  court; 
and  the  Queen  gave  a  splendid  entertainment,  for  several 
days,  which  she  graced,  by  knighting  nine  gentlemen  of 
Fife."  The  Queen,  said  Randolph  to  Cecil,  liketh  well 
his  wife,  and  his  choice  was  preferable  to  that  of  any  of 
his  hrethren,^  which  went  before  him. 

Of  this  marriage,  so  solemnised,  and  so  praised,  and  K>  J 
blamed,  there  was  issue:  1st.  Ehzabeth,  in  15C3,  wlu^  ' 
in  1580,  married  James  Steuart,  the  sod  of  Sir  James 
Sleuart  of  Down,  in  whose  right,  he  became  Earl  of 
Murray,  wilh  defident  titles.  3dly,  Annabel!,  in  J  564, 
who  probably  died,  before  March  1574-5.  She  is  not 
mentionixl,  by  any  of  the  Peerage  writers:  But,  her  fa- 
ther, the  Regent,  on  thc31stofMay  1 569,  granted,  in  the 
King's  name,  to  his  second  daughter  Annabell  Steuart,  the  1 


"  Knox  says,  "  the  greatness  of  the  banquet,  and  the 
vanity  thereof,  offended  many  godlyj  then  be^n  the  mask- 
ing, which  has  continued,  from  year  to  year  since.  The 
marriage  was  sotcninizcd  in  the  Kirk  of  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Knox  gave  them  a  serious  admonition  to  behave  themselves 
moderately,  in  all  things."  Knox,  302.  Buchanan  adds, 
that  at  this  marriage  there  was  such  magnificent  feasting, 
and  immoderate  luxury,  that  bis  friends  were  very  much 
offended  at  it.  Lord  Dacre,  the  English  Warden  of  the 
Marches,  sent  the  Earl  of  Mar  [Murray]  a  couple  of  very 
Eat  does,  for  his  marriage  ;  and  by  Mar's  desire,  Randolph 
requested  Cecil  to  convey  Elizabetb'i  thanks  to  Lord  Dacre, 
for  his  attention.  Randolph  to  Cecil,  Slat  Feb.  1561-3,  in 
the  Paper  Office, 

"  Pilscottie.  *  Any  other  of  the  King'*  bastards. 
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wordy  and  non-entries,  annual  rents,  and  possessioniS^ 
which  belonged  to  the  late  Edward  Lord  Crichton  of 
Sanquhar,  since  his  death,  and  till  the  entry  of  h}s  h&r; 
and  also,  the  marriage  of  Robert,  his  son,  and  hdr  ;^ 
3dly.  Margaret,  in  November  1565,  who  married  Fran- 
cis, Earl  of  Enrol,  for  his  iieoond  wife,  and  died  without 
issue/  4thly.  Murray^s  wife  is  said  to  have  miscarried, 
on  the  8th  of  February  1566-7,  at  the  time  of  Damley^s 
murder :  One  might  suppd&e,  from  such  a  drcumstanoe, 
that  she  was,  in  the  foreknowledge,  as  well  as  her  hus- 
band, of  this  atrocious  assassination. 


No.  VII.— Of  the  several  TiOes  to  the  Earldom  ^ 
Murray;  of  {he  varuma  grants  solicited^  by  the  Lord 
James^Jbr  this  Earldom;  and  of  the  Queen's  Eofpc 
dition  into  the  Northern  Shires ;  in  order  to  put  her 
bastard  brother  in  possession^  notwiAstanding  Hunt' 
ley^s  right. 

James^  Earl  of  Murray,  the  natural  son  of  James  IV., 
who  obtained,  from  his  father,  in  June  1501,  the  earldom 
of  Murray,  in  fee,  died  on  the  29th  of  December  1544,' 
without  issue,  though  he  had  a  child,  Mary,  who  mar- 


^  Frwy  Seal  Reg.  xxxviii.  58. 

'  After  Murray's  expulsion,  in  October  1565,  his  wife  was 
conducted  to  Berwick,  there  to  be  delivered  of  child.  Bed- 
ford's letter  to  Cecil,  from  Hexham,  16th  October  1565,  in 
the  Paper  Office. 

'  Smith's  Chron.  Harl.  MS.  2S63;  and  not  on  the  19th  of 
June  1544,  as  the  New  Peerage  has  it. 
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ried  Jdbn,  the  master  <^  Buchan,  and  who  died,  without 
diildreD,  before  his  fiither:  Thus  did  the  earidom  of 
Murray  return  to  the  crown,  in  December  1544>  two 
.years  after  the  demise  of  James  V.,  and  the  birth  of  Mary, 
his  heiress. 

Earl  James  left  Ins  widow,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
Colin,  Earl  of  Argyle ;  and  she  hdd  a  part  of  the  Earl- 
damy  as  her  dower.  Soon  after  her  husband's  death,  she 
obtained,  on  the  6th  of  February  1544-5,  a  lease  for 
deven  years,  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  earldom,  which 
was  not  held  by  her,  in  dower,  for  which  the  Countess 
stipulated,  to  pay  to  the  Queen,  as  had  been  paid,  by  the 
late  earl,  a^ccording  to  his  rental ;  but,  out  of  such  pay- 
ment, she  Mob  allowed  to  retain  j^lOO.  a  year,  with  va- 
ricnis  ij^ddental  perquintes,  for  keeping  the  Castle  of 
Tarpeway,  the  diief  mannon  of  the  earldom.^  On  the 
same  day.  Sir  John  Campbell  of  Calder,  her  uncle,  ob- 
tained a  lease,  for  eleven  years,  of  Strathem,  Pettie,  and 
Brachlie,  which  were  in  the  Queen^s  hands,  by  the  death 
of  the  late  earl ;  for  which  he  was  to  pay  what  the  late 
lord  had  paid,  according  to  the  earPs  charter  of  fee-farm.* 
And,  the  Countess  Elizabeth,  with  her  unde  Sir  John, 
soon  after,  obtained  a  grant  of  aU  the  goods,  which  had 
pertained  to  the  late  earl,  and  were  then  in  the  Queen's 
hands,  by  escheat,  or  otherwise.*  In  this  manner,  then, 
were  disposed  of  the  whole  estates,  real,  and  personal,  of 
James,  late  Earl  of  Murray. 

In  1546,  the  Countess  Elizabeth  married  John,  Earl 
of  Sutherland :  And  on  the  12th  of  June  1546,  the 
Countess,  and  her  husband,  obtained  a  lease,  for  eleven 

*  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xviii.  114.         "  lb.  109.         *  Id. 
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yean,  of  the  whole  earldom,  ezc^  what  she  held  of  it, 
in  dower,  on  the  same  terms,  as  the  Countess's  lease  of 
the  6th  of  February  1544^5.^    Elizabeth,  Countess  of 
Murray,  and  Sutherland,  died,  in  the  qyringtime  of 
1548 ;  when  that  part  of  the  earldom,  which  she  held, 
in  dower,  devolved  to  the  crown.    The  Queen-mother 
now  interposed,  in  this  profitable  traffic  ;  and,  on  the 
18th  of  May  1548,  obtained  a  lease,  for  nine  years,  with- 
out  payment  of  rent,  for  that  part  of  the  earldom  of 
Murray,  which  the  late  Countess  Elizabeth  had  held  in 
dower;  and  the  Queen-dowager,  also,  obtained  a  grant 
of  the  rents,  which  John,  Earl  of  Sutherland,  then  paid 
on  hb  lease  of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  earldom  of 
Murray.*    On  the  12th  of  August  1548,  Jdm,  Earl  of 
Sutherland,  obtained  a  lease,  for  nx  years,  fiom  Whit- 
sunday, preceding,  of  aU  those  lands  of  the  earldom  of 
Murray,  which  the  late  Countess  EUzabeth  held  in 
dower,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  such  rents,  as  were  coi^ 
tained  in  the  late  EarFs  rental.  Such,  then,  was  the  com- 
plicated state  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  when  it  was 
granted,  as  we  have  seen,  to  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  in 
February  1548-9.     The  Earl  of  Sutherland  had  one 
lease  of  a  large  part  of  the  earldom,   till  Whitsunday 
1557,  and  a  lease  of  a  smaller  part,  or  the  remainder,  tiU 
Whitsunday  1554:    And,   the  Queen-mother,  by  her 
grant  of  the   18th  of  May  1548,  had  a  right  to  the 
several  rents,  which  were  payable,  by  the  Earl  of  Suther- 
land, till  Whitsunday  )557. 

Greorge,  Earl  of  Huntley,  and  Chancellor  of  Scotland, 
on  the  ISth  of  February  1548-9^  for  his  great  services, 

y  Pr'wy  Seal  Reg.  xx.  89.  ■  lb.  xxii.  3. 
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in  peace,  and  war,  obtained,  from  the  crown,  a  grant  of 
the  whole  earldom  of  Murray,  with  iia  appurtenances, 
as  well  as  the  lands  of  Fettle,  Brachlie,  and  Strathem," 
which  had  belonged  to  the  late  Earl  of  Murray :  the 
whole  being  united,  and  erected  into  an  earldom,  called 
the  Earldom  of  Murray,  and  the  Castle  of  Tarneway  to 
be  the  principal  messuage  ;  to  be  held  of  the  crown,  by 
ward,  and  relief,  and  marriage.''  After  this  grant,  Hunt- 
ley bore  the  titles  of  Earl  of  Huntley,  and  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray ;  and  he  certainly  bore  those  titles,  when  the  Queen- 
mother  obttuned  ihe  regency,  in  April  1354.  It  may  be 
of  use  to  inquire  here,  briefly,  what  was  the  state  of  the 
Lord  James,  the  bastard,  at  that  period.  Bom,  in  1531*- 
a  bastard,  he  entered  the  world  a  mere  adventurer ;  aa 
the  law  knew  httle  of  the  rights  of  bastards.  In  1638, 
he  was  appointed,  by  his  father,  Commendator  of  the 
rich  Priory  of  St.  Andrews.  In  July  1348,  when  the 
Queen  was  sent  to  France,  for  avoiding  tlie  violence,  and 
machinations  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  youthful  Commenda- 
tor went  with  her,  "  to  the  sculis,  and  study,"  He 
seems  not  to  have  remained  long,  at  the  sridh  of  France ; 
as  in  the  Council  of  the  ScoUcon  Church,  which  sat,  at 
Edinburgh,  in   November,  he  appeared,  and  sat,   as 

'  Those  landa,  as  we  have  seen,  were  held,  by  Sir  John 
Campbell,  by  a  lease,  which  would  expire,  in  February 
15S5-li :  On  the  8th  of  September  1552,  Alexaniler,  Ivord 
Gordon,  Huntlcy*s  heir,  obtained  a  grant  of  ilie  same  lands. 
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eo  held,  by  Sir  John  Campbell,  lb.  xn 
died,  heforeAugust  1553,  withoutiasw 
by  hia  brother,  George,  Lord  Gordon. 
**  Privy  Seal  Heg.  xxii.  86  ;  and  sci 
doo's  Mist,  of  Ihc  Goitloiis,  Afip.xx. 
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the  charier.  In  Gor- 
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^*  Jacobus  Prioraiiis  Eceksice  PrimaHaUe,  S.  Andrew 
Commendatoriui."^ 

He  soon  after  employed,  his  usual  enterprise,  in  a  yery 
different  affair.  In  January  1549-50,  he  entered  into  a 
contract  of  marriage  with  Christian,  the  hdress  of  the 
earldom  of  Buchan :  But^  instead  of  fulfilling  this  con- 
tract, he  cheated  the  lady  out  of  her  marriage,  and  the 
estates  belon^g  to  her  dignity.  This  shows  how  early 
the  Commendator  had  formed  designs,  to  acquire  estates^ 
in  the  North,  by  whatever  means.  In  1550,  he  formed 
his  corrupt  connexions  with  England;  by  rec^ying 
money,  from  Edward  the  Sixth's  ministers,  as  he  then' 
went  to  France,  and  as  he  returned.  The  Commendator 
soon  after  obtained,  in  France,  owing  to  whatever  interest, 
the  rich  Priory  of  Mascou,  in  commendam.^  We  have 
now  seen  how  Huntley,  and  the  Commendator,  severally, 
acted,  during  the  disastrous  times  of  Mary'^s  minority. 

Though  Huntley  had  contributed^  greatly,  by  his 
influence,  to  obtain  the  regency,  for  the  Queen-mother ; 

*  Sir  David  Dalrymple's  Councils,  p.  29  :  As  the  Com- 
mendator was  born^  in  1531^  he  was  now  scarcely  18  :  For 
reformation  of  an  illiterate  clerg^^  the  Coimcil  passed 7^- 
seven  canons :  What  part  our  Commendator  acted^  appears 
not. 

^  Goodall^  i.  153:  Pope  Paul's  Dispensation^  for  this^ 
was  dated  the  7th  of  January  1555-6^  which  evinces^  that 
our  Commendator  had  obtained  it^  some  time  before :  He 
owed  this  addition  to  his  income^  probably^  to  the  recom- 
mendation, and  influence,  of  the  Queen -mother,  who  had 
for  some  time  used  the  corrupt  means,  to  obtain  the  regency 
of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Arran,  the  Governor. 
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yet,  did  slic  treat  him,  sei'erdy,  owingto  whatever  cause,* 
In  June  1554,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Queen- 
regent,  in  her  Privy  Council;  directing  Huntley  and 
Argyle,  severally,  to  nuse  an  army,  to  carry  fire  and 
sword  into  tlic  country  of  Clanranald,  of  Donald  Goram, 
and  of  M'Leod  of  the  Lewis.  To  destroy  a  whole 
people,  by  fire,  and  sword,  was  not  very  agreeable,  nor 
an  easy  service,  tliough  such  a  process  was  not  unusual 
in  Scotish  policy.  On  the  10th  of  October  1554,  Hunt- 
ley came  before  the  Regent,  in  council,  to  ^ve  an  account 
of  his  conduct :  When,  after  probation,  and  reasoning, 
it  was  declared,  that  he  had  fmled ;  and  ought  to  be 
punished,  at  the  Queen's  pleasure :'  This  punishment 
was  somewhat  expiated,  perhaps,  by  Huntley's  re«gna> 
tion  of  the  earldom  of  Murray. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  a  Commission  was  ^wited, 
on  the  2d  of  July  1555,  to  John,  Earl  of  Sutherland; 
constituting  him  the  Queen's  Baillic  of  her  earldom  of 


i 


'  Her  enmity  may  have  ariBen,  from  this  circumstance  : 
She  held  a  temporary  grant  of  the  rents  of  the  Earldom  of 
Murray,  at  the  time,  when  Huntley  obtBiiied  a  graot  of  the 
whole  Earldom,  in  fee.  This  circumstance  was  altogether 
unknown  lo  the  Scotish  historians.  The  historian  of  the 
Gordons  intimates,  that  Muns.  D'Oysel  insinuated  to  the 
Queen-regent,  that  Huntley's  power  was  too  greal,  and 
advised  her,  to  diminbb  his  authority.  It  is  quite  certain, 
that  she  extorted,  from  Huntley,  a  resignation  of  the  earl- 
dom of  Murray  i  as  Gordon  of  Straloch  intimates,  in  his 
account  of  Murray,  in  Blaeu's  ^Uat,  136,  Lesley,  and 
Buchanan,  give  very  different  accounts  of  the  ininiahment 
of  Huntley,  by  the  Rcgenl-qucen  :  But,  neither  of  them  is 
quite  accurate.  '  Keith,  ^pp.  70. 
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Murray,  and  lordship  of  Abemethy,  duting  the  three 
following  years  ;i  This  Commission  expired,  in  July 
1558.  But,  the  Regent-queen,  by  her  imprudence,  lost 
the  influence,  and  support,  of  Huntley,  during  the  revo- 
lutionary years  1567,  and  1658:  And  thus,  did  the 
Regent,  and  llunlley,  lose  authority,  and  consequence  ; 
while  the  Conimendalor  gmned  both,  by  putting  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  zealots,  for  change,  both  in  rehgion, 
and  in  power. 

The  Regent  saw,  perhaps,  her  error  too  late.  On  the 
28th  of  June  !  559,  she  constituted  the  Earl  of  Huntley, 
Baillie  of  all  the  King,  and  Queen's  knds  of  Braemar, 
Cromar,  and  Strathde«,  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  of  Pettie, 
Brachlic,  and  Slrathem,  in  Invcmess-shire,  during  the 
Jlvf  subsequent  years,  with  the  usual  power  of  jurisdic- 
tion, and  management ;  the  rents,  and  duties,  to  be 
accounted  for,  to  the  King,  and  Queen.**  The  Regent- 
queen,  as  she  was  pressed  upon,  by  the  Commendator, 
and  his  reformers,  endeavoured  to  regain  Huntley :  But, 
the  Queen,  and  Huntley,  had  now  both  lost  authority ; 
since  a  new  power  had  arisen,  in  the  state ;  and,  perhaps, 
he  had  lost  heart,  and  hope,  from  the  mutability  of  her 
conduct.  Yet,  is  it  certain,  that  a  lease  was  granted  to 
Huntley,  and  his  wife,  Ehsabcth  Keith,  and  tlieir  heirs, 
and  assigns,  on  the  3 1st  of  July  1559,  during^r^  years, 
from  Whitsunday  preceding,  of  the  lands,  fishings,  reve- 
nues of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  lordship  of  Abeme- 
thy,  with  the  appertenances,  together  with  tiie  keeping 
of  the  Castle  of  Tameway ;  they  paying  yearly  into  the 
Eiccbequer  2,500  marks  Scots.'     We  may  thus  see  what 
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an  intpresi  Huntlej,  and  his  vife,  bad,  in  the  earldom  of 
Murray,  till  Whitsunday  1564:  And,  we  may  remem- 
ber, that  the  Commendator  solicited,  and  obtained,  from 
the  Queen,  in  January  1561-2,  a  grant  of  the  earldom 
of  Murray,  which  clashed,  extremely,  with  Huntley's 
right.  On  this  simple  state  of  the  facts,  we  may,  eaaly, 
perceive,  that  the  Commendator  commenced  an  attack 
on  Ijie  Earl ;  and  not  the  Earl  on  the  Commendator. 

But,  let  ua  examine  this  mteresting  subject  a  little 
more  minutely.  The  Commendator  b«ng  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  who  went  to  Fnmcc,io  February  1557-8» 
to  witness  the  Queen's  marriage  with  the  Dauphin,  seized 
that  joyous  occnston,  to  solicit  his  sovereign,  for  the  earl- 
dom of  Murray:  But,  the  Queen,  being  apprized,  by 
the  Regent -mot)ier,  of  his  purpose,  exhorted  him  to  con- 
tinue, in  the  sacred  ofEce,  to  which  his  father  had  deit'med 
him;  and  withall  gave  him  hopes  of  church  preferment, 
both  in  Scotland,  and  in  France.  The  Commendator,  for 
the  present,  submitted ;  but,  never  forgave  the  Queen- 
regent,  for  his  disappointment :  And  be  urged  the  relbr- 
mers,  with  more  energy,  to  establbh,  by  force,  and  fraud, 
what  lliey  could  not  obtain,  by  solicitation,  and  favour  :" 
Hence,  the  tumults,  and  warfare,  at  home,  and  the  as&o- 
oation  witli  Elizabeth,  till  they  proceeded  the  full  length 
of  displacing  the  Regent-queen,  and  of  assuming  the 
whole  authority,  and  powers,  of  the  sovereign  Queen. 
The  appointment  of  tlie  Regent,  as  it  had  been  settled, 
by  the  Estates,  was  thus  pushed  aside,  by  domestick  fac- 
tion, and  foreign  intrigue  :  The  Regent-queen  died  on 
the   10th  of  June  1560,  which  leti  Frauds,  and  Mary, 
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without  any  govemmenty  in  Scotland :  And,  what  they 
lost,  in  power,  and  influence,  was  readily  found,  by  the 
Lord  James,  and  his  faction. 

The  demise  of  Francis  II.  on  the  5th  of  December 
1560,  was  attended  with  the  greatest  efiects,  in  Scotland. 
All  parties  courted  the  Queen,  aflter  it  was  understood^ 
that  she  was  about  to  return  to  her  native  kingdom.  The 
Lord  James,  with  the  apparent  powers  of  a  Conven* 
don,  which  had  met  at  Edinburgh,  again  repaired  to 
France,  to  wait  upon  the  Queen ;  avowing  to  her,  that  he 
had  not  any  power,  from  any  parties ;  as  he  had  oome 
merely  to  offer  his  duty,  and  services :  He  now,  however, 
solicited  the  restoration  of  his  French  pennons,  which 
had  been  sequestered,  on  account  of  his  rebellious  con- 
duct :  And^  he  again  asked,  for  the  earldom  of  Murray 
which,  she  declined,  for  the  present,  rather,  than  denied 
altogether;  giving  hopes  of  success,  on  her  return  to  her 
kingdom,  and  the  re-establishment  of  her  government.^ 
The  Queen,  whatever  obstructions  were  opposed  to 
her  return,  arrived^  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  19th  of  August 
1561:  And  whatever  warnings  she  may  have  had,  she 
put  herself,  and  her  government,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Commendator,  as  her  minion,  and  his  assodates,  as  her 


'  lb.  Every  thing,  on  such  an  occasion,  is  important :  The 
Commendator  departed  on  the  18th  of  March  1560-1,  fiom 
Edinburgh  to  France;  taking  his  road,  through  England  -, 
he  saw  the  Queen,  at  St.  Dizier,  on  the  15th  of  April;  and 
he  set  out  from  Paris,  on  his  return,  on  the  5th  of  May, 
through  London,  when,  and  where,  he  gave  it,  as  his  opi- 
nion, to  Cecil,  that  the  Queen's  passage  ought  to  be  ob- 
St  meted. 
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minbitera ;  though  bolli  the  minion,  and  the  Secretary, 
had  advised  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  to  intercept  her  pas> 
sage.  She  could  not  act  otherwise,  witliout  embroiling 
herself,  with  the  Lord  James,  and  his  all-powerrul  (action, 
and  incurring  the  open  enmity  of  Elizabeth.  She  gave  up 
her  mind,  so  completely,  to  her  minion,  that  she  oould 
deny  him  nothing:  And  hence,  the  absurd  grants,  which 
be  asked,  and  she  conceded :  Such  was  the  grant  of  the 
earldom  of  Murray,  to  the  Commendator,  under  the 
Privy  Seal,  on  the  30th  of  January  1561-2.'"     Suppo- 

"  Privy  Seal  Reg.  stxxi.  45-6.  This  grant,  under  the  Privy 
Seal,  was  only  an  inchoate  title ;  to  make  a  complete  right 
required  a  grant,  under  the  Great  Seal :  But,  Huntley  then 
had  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal.  There  is  an  intricacy, 
in  the  grants  of  the  family  of  Murray,  says  Lord  Hailea, 
which  will  require  some  piuna  to  unravel.  On  the  30th  of 
January  1561-2,  there  wasagrontto  the  Lord  James,  under 
the  Privy  Seal,  as  we  have  seen  above.  On  the  7th  of  Fe- 
bruary ISGl-^,  the  Lord  James  obtained  a  grant,  under  the 
Privy  Seal,  of  the  earldom  of  Mar,  and  to  bis  heirs  male. 
Id.  of  that  date.  This  grant  he  soon  after  resigned :  retain- 
ing, however,  some  of  the  lands  belonging  to  Ihe  tarldom  of 
Mar.  On  the  33d  of  January  1563,  he  obtcuned  another 
grant  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  to  his  heirs  male.  On 
the  1st  of  June  156(>,  on  his  own  resignation,  he  obtained 
another  grant  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  to  him  and  his 
wife,  and  their  issue.  In  April  1567,  the  Earl  obtuned  a 
ratiflcatioD  from  the  Parliament,  of  the  grantof  Januaryl563, 
and  to  his  heirs  mole ;  which  Act  of  Parliament  took  no 
notice  of  the  intermediate  charter,  1566.  lileta  Pari.]  Why 
be  should  relinquish  the  charter  1666,  is  unpossibleto  deter- 
mine, soys  Lord  Hailes,  who  did  not  advert,  that  the  E 
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Hng  the  Commendator''8  title  to  have  been,  as  complete, 
as  it  was  iDcompiete,  what  was  the  operation  of  law  upon 
it?  T  he  Earl  of  Murray  would  have  now  stood,  as  to 
Huntley,  in  the  place  of  the  crown  ;  and  Huntley  would 
have  been  let  down,  to  be  the  tenant  to  the  Earl,  and 
would  have  owed  his  rent  to  him,  instead  of  the  Queen : 
And  nothing  more  would  have  remained,  suppose  the 
change  to  have  been,  legally,  effected,  but  to  have  given 
notice  to  Huntley,  that  he  must  acknowledge  the  Earl,  as 
his  lord,  to  whom  he  must,  yearly,  pay  his  stipulated 
rent.*  In  common  life,  such  solicitAtions,  both  publickly, 


I 


had  gone  off  to  France,  and  left  bis  political  interests  in  the 
care  of  Morton,  and  Maitland,  who,  perhaps,  did  not  know 
oay  thing  of  the  charter  1566,  which  certainly  was  larger, 
tbaa  that  ratified  by  the  Parliament  of  April  1567,  which 
ratified  so  many  titles. 

■  It  is  impossible  to  conceive,  that  the  Queen  was  ac- 
quainied  with  the  compUcated  rights  of  Huntley,  and  his 
wife,  on  the  earldom  of  Murray,  at  the  epoch  of  her  grant 
to  the  Commendator.  on  the  30th  of  January  1561-9  :  But, 
the  Commendntor  was,  perfectly,  aware  of  Huntley's  pre- 
tensions :  So  secretly  was  that  grant,  under  the  Privy  Seal, 
kept,  tliat  Randolph,  the  English  ambassador,  and  associate, 
of  the  Earl  of  Murray,  did  not  know  any  thing  of  it,  till 
tlie  Commcndator  took  possession  of  the  mansion-house  of 
Tameway,  in  September  I56S;  and  even  then,  the  date  of 
the  grant  was  concealed  from  him.  This  appears,  from  his 
dispatch  to  Cecil,  dated  the  13th  of  September  156s,  in  the 
Paper  Office.  But,  the  late  Lord  Hoilcs,  when  he  wrote  the 
Countess  of  Sutherland's  adiUtional  eate,  which  wo-i  made 
publick,  in  1770,  might  have  shown  to  Dr.  Robertson  the 
several  titU-tUed)  of  the  Regent  Murray,whiehwere,  accord- 
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and  secredy,  by  one  gentleman  against  the  interests 
anotlier,  would  be  deemed  a  personal  affront:   In  ihis 
case,  the  conduct  of  the  Commendator,  is  a  prooi'  of  his 
designs  on  Huntley''s  rights,  whatever  they  were. 

Robertson,  indeed,  could  not  comprehend  what  ob^ 
ject  the  Lord  James,  and  Commendator  of  St.  Andrem^ 
could  gain,  by  the  ruin  of  Hundey,  and  his  family : 
The  following  detail  woidd  have  instructed  the  historiany 
both  as  to  the  minion's  object,  and  his  gains,  by  his 
guilty  expedition  into  the  nortliern  shires:  1-  Lord 
James  obtained  possession  of  the  earldom  of  Murray, 
and  lordship  of  Abernethy,  with  the  slieriffship  uf  the 
county  of  Elgin,  and  Forres,  and  the  Queen 's_^r»u,  or 
revenues  of  the  boroughs  of  Elgin,  and  Forres;  and. 
also  the  lands,  and  lordslitp,  of  Strathem,  Pettie,  and. 
Brachlie,  &c.  i- 

2.  He  obtained  the  sheriffship  of  the  extensive  county 
of  Inverness,  which  then  comprehended  Inverness,  Ross, 
Sutherland,  and  C^lhness;  with  the  custody  of  the  castle' 
of  Inverness,  and  the  various  lands  attached  to  it ;  all 
which  belonged,  heretably,  to  Lord  Gordon,  Huntley's 

3.  He  acquired  the  lands  of  Slrafhnaim,  and  Cardetl, 
which,  by  the  Queen's  mandate,  were  transferred  to 
Murray,  by  James  Ogilvie,  when  he  obtained  tlie  lands 
of  Finlater,  and  Deskford,  on  the  forfeiture,  and  death, 
of  Sir  John  Gordon. 

4.  He  acquired  a  lease  of  the  extensive  lordship  of 
Badenoch,  on  the  forfeiture  of  Huntley. 


of  1 
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lis  I 

:M 
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ing  toLordllailes,  ambiguous,  and  intricate:  But,  ambiguity, 
and  intricacy,  are  sure  marks  of  desigOj  and  fraudulence '. 
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5.  He  obtained  a  grant  of  the  wardship  of  the  estate 
of  Culloden,  which  was  held  by  Huntley. 

6.  He  gained  complete  command  of  the  north,  which 
had  been  long  enjoyed  by  Huntley. 

7.  His  three  bastard  brothers  acquired  the  chief 
estates  of  Huntley,  in  Banff,  and  Aberdeenshires,  with 
the  whole  earldom  of  Sutherland  ;  all  which,  except  Su- 
therland, were  entmled  on  Murray ;  failing  the  lawful 
heirs  of  the  several  grantees.* 

Add  to  all  those  specifications  of  benefits  to  Murray, 
by  the  ruin  of  Huntley,  what  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil, 
from  Aberdeen,  on  the  24th  of  September  1562:  ^^  It 
may  please  your  honour  to  know,  that  the  Queen  hath 
given  the  earldom  of  Murray,  (whidi  was  once  Earl 
Thomas  Randolph's)  to  the  Earl  of  Marre :  It  b  both 
^  more  honourable,  and  greater  in  profit,  than  the  other : 
^^  He  is  now  no  more  Marre,  but  Murray.***  Randolph, 
in  his  letter  to  Cecil  of  the  30th  of  September,  subjoins : 
The  Earl  of  Murray  will  do  much  good  in  this  coun- 
try :  His  power  of  men  is  great,  and  the  revenue  es- 
^*  teemed  to   a  thousand    marks,   by  the   year.     The 


^  To  the  injustice  of  the  Earl  ef  Sutherland's  forfeiture 
was  added,  the  insult  of  granting  his  earldom  to  his  wife's 
bastard  son,  [Robert  Steuart,  jun.  a  bastard  of  James  V., 
by  Eleanor,  the  sister  of  the  Earl  of  Lennox^]  while  the 
Earl  had,  by  his  wife,  several  legitimate  children,  who  were 
thus  left  destitute  -,  except  the  eldest,  who  was  then  under 
fourteen  years  of  age,  to  whom  were  given  some  lands,  in 
the  barony  of  Aboyne,  which  his  father  had  held  of  Huntley ; 
and  which  did  not  belong  to  the  earldom  of  Sutherland^ 
Privy  Seal  Reg,  xxxii.  51.  of  the  6th  of  March  1563-4. 
VOL.  III.  C  C 
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'<  countrie  is  pleasant ;  the  place  called  Temawage  very 
*^  ruinous,  saving  the  house,  very  fair,  and  large,  builded 
^<  like  many,  that  I  have  seen>  in  England.  The  last  Earl 
<<  was  King  James  Vth's  bastard  brother,  well  beloved, 
<^  and  well  spoken  of,  in  those  parts :  Since  that  time,  the 
<<  whole  countrie  hath  been  under  the  government  of 
<'  the  Earl  of  Huntley ;  and  now  being  given  away, 
''  from  him,  hath  lost  great  commodity,  which  maketh 
^*  him  the  more  offended.*^  [The  original  letters  of  Ran- 
dolph to  Cecil  are  in  the  Paper  Office.] 

These  grants,  indeed,  to  Murray's  bastard  brothers, 
and  his  own  lease  of  Badenoch,  feU  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  Earls  of  Huntley,  and  Sutherland,  some  years 
afler :  But,  Murray  retained  all  the  other  estates,  and 
offices,  except  the  wardship  of  CuUoden,  that  was  restor- 
ed to  Huntley's  heir,  when  Murray  went  into  rebellion. 

That  there  was  a  plot  of  Murray  against  Huntley, 
for  his  ruin,  is  now  quite  plain :  Of  any  plot  against 
Murray,  much  less  any  disloyalty  to  the  Queen,  there  is 
not  the  least  evidence.  The  letters  of  Randolph  to  Cecil 
are  filled  with  the  lies,  and  misrepresentations,  of  Mait- 
land,  and  Murray  :  But,  Randolph,  has  this  passage, 
in  his  letter  of  the  18th  of  September  1562,  from  Spynie  : 
**  At  the  Queen^s  coming  northward,  passing  within  four 
'*  miles  of  Huntley's  house,  after  that  he  [Huntley]  could, 
"  by  no  entreatie,  cause  her  Grace  to  come  into  his 
**  house,  he  desired  her  to  ^ve  leave  unto  my  Lord  of 
•*  Argyle,  to  bring  me  thither,  where  we  were  two  nights : 
"  His  house  is  fair,  and  best  furnished  of  any  house,  that 
'*  I  have  seen  in  this  country :  His  cheer  is  mervellous 
<<  great :  His  mind,  then,  such  as  it  appeared  to  us,  as 

ought  to  be,  in  any  subject  to  his  sovereign."     [In  the 


t€ 


the  Regent  Murray.^     THE  SCOTISM  QUEEN.  883 

Paper  Office,  unpublished.]  It  is  a  remarkable  fkct,  that 
in  the  attainder  of  Greorge^  Earl  of  Huntley^  after  his 
death,  it  is  not  so  much  as  pretended,  that  he  had  done, 
or  imagined,  any  treason,  before  the  28th  of  Augustl562, 
when  Murray,  and  his  facti(»i,  forced  him  into  rebellion 
against  his  will :  This  implies,  that  they  had  no  charge 
against  Huntley,  or  his  friends,  before  the  28th  of 
August  1562.  The  rescinding  act,  1567,  is  the  best 
proof  of  their  innocence. 


No.  VIII. — How  far  the  Earl  of  Murray  attempted  to 
obtain  from  the  Queen  an  Entail  of  the  Crown^  in 
favour  of  Certain  Persons  of  the  Name  ofSteuanrt. 

(1.)  At  the  Parliament  holden,  on  the  13th  of  March 
1542-3,  the  three  Estates,  declared  James,  Earl  of 
Arran,  the  nearest  to  succeed  to  the  crown,  failing  the 
Queen,  and  her  issue.<i 

(2.)  After  the  ruin  of  Huntley,  the  forfeiture  of  Su- 
therland, and  the  expulsion  of  Bothwell,  the  Earl  of 
Murray  urged  the  Queen  to  entail  the  crown  on  the 
name  of  Steuart,  and  to  place  himself  the  first  in  the  en- 
tail :  But,  she  declined  to  violate  the  settlement,  which 
had  been  made,  on  the  lawful  heirs.*^  This  fact,  then, 
seems  to  be  incontrovertible. 


^  Epistolae  Regiun  Scotorum,  App.  v-vi.j  Ada  Pari. 

^  The  convention  of  seven  earls,  twelve  lords^eight  bishops, 
and  eight  abbots,  which  met,  at  Dunbarton,  on  the  12th  of 
September  1 668,  are  express  upon  the  point  [Goodall,  ii. 
358.]  BishopLesley's  Defence,  of  1 569,  p.  36,  is  also  positive, 
that  the  Earl  laboured  to  induce  the  Queen,  ''  to  entail  the 
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['X)  It  h  satil,  that  this  entail  was  intended  to  be  made 
upon  four  persons  of  (At'  Steuart  name ;  of  whom  the 
Earl  of  Murray  was  to  be  tlie  JiTst :  It  is  more  than 
probable,  that  the  other  three  persons,  nho  were  in  his 
intention,  were  his  three  bastard  brothers  j  John,  Lord 
Damley,  and  Conmiendalor  of  Coldingham ;  Robert, 
Commendator  of  Holyrood  ;  and  Robert  Steuart,  jun. 
the  son  of  James  V.,  by  Eleanor  Steuart,  the  sister  of 
the  Earl  of  Lennox,  and  tlie  Countess  of  Erro),  and 
Sutherland. 

(4.)  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  grants,  which 
were  made  to  the  Queen's  bastard  brolhers,  of  the  for- 
feited estates  of  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  and  his  sous,  those 
estates  were  entailed  on  all  the  four  brolhers,  in  succes- 
sion; the  Earl  of  Murray  being  tlie  first  person,  in  the 
grants  to  himself,  and  the  second  person,  next  to  the 
grantee,  in  the  grants  to  the  other  three  brothers: — 

The  grant,  on  the  fith  of  May  lAfi3,  of  the  sberilfthip 
of  Inverness,  and  of  the  custody  of  the  casllc  of  Inver- 
ness, with  various  lands  thereto  attached,  was  made  to 
the  Earl  of  Murray  >  whom  failing,  to  his  brothers  John, 
Robert,  and  Robert,  in  succession : — 

The  grant  of  confii-maiion,  on  (he  Cth  of  May,  of  the 
lands  oi'  Cardell,  and  Straithnaim,  was  made  to  the  Eari 
of  Murray ;  whom  failing,  to  his  three  brothers,  in  suc- 
cession:'— 
The  grant  of  confirmation,  of  the  6th  of  May  ISG3, 


■'  crown  upon  him»elF,  though  he  were  illegitimate,  and  in- 
"  capable  thereof."  [Goodall,  i.  199.  Dolyel's  Introd.  lolhe 
Scot.  Poemi,  68-9.]  He  had  been  twice  legitimated,  by  the 
Queen.  '  Prim/  Seal  Reg.  xxxi.  74-0. 
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which  was  made  of  Cardell,  and  Strathern^  was,  to  the 
Earl  of  Murray,  and  his  heirs  male ;  whom  failing,  to 
his  three  brothers,  in  succession. 

The  grant,  on  the  4th  of  June  1568,  was  made  to 
John  Lord  Damley,  and  his  heirs  male,  of  the  lordship 
of  Enzie,  and  forest  of  Boyne;  whom  failing,  to  the 
Eari  of  Murray,  and  his  two  other  bastard  brothers  :* — 
The  grant,  on  the  22d  of  June  1563,  of  various  lands 
in  Banffshire^  was  made  to  John,  Lord  Damley,  and  his 
heirs  male ;  whom  failing,  the  property  was  entailed  on 
the  Earl  of  Murray,  &c. :' — 

The  grant,  on  the  1 6th  of  June,  was  made  to  Robert, 
Commendator  of  Holyrood-housc^  and  his  heirs  male, 
whom  fidling,  it  was  entmledon  theEarl  of  Murray,  &c.  :^ — 
When  John,  Lord  Damley,  died  in  autumn  1563,  his 
estates  were  granted  to  his  son,  and  his  heirs  male,  on 
the  6th  of  March  1563-4;  whom  failing,  they  were  to 
result  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  &c. :' — 

When  the  lordship  of  Damley  was  restored  to  the 
Earl  of  Lennox,  in  December  1564,  Huntley's  lordship 
of  Bade^och  was  granted,  in  lieu  of  it ;  and  entailed,  in 
the  same  manner,  on  the  Earl  of  Murray. ^ 

From  all  those  records,  we  may  now  perceive,  that  the 
ambition  of  Murray  was  unbounded ;  the  crown  was  not 
too  high,  nor  those  obscure  lordships  too  low,  for  the 
mighty  grasp  of  his  ambitious  cupidity. 


•  16.  105-6.  *  lb.  130.  ■  Ih.  117- 

«  /6.  XXX.  72.  "f  /6. 121. 
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No.  IX. — An  Investigation  of  what  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray had  acquired^  before  he  went  into  Rebellum,  on 
account  of  tfte  QueevCa  Marriage^  on  the  29th  of  July 
15G5. 

As  the  King^s  bastard,  he  entered  the  world,  without 
property,  or  rights ;  but  with  some  pretensions  :  Bom 
in  1531,  he  had  acquired,  by  fraud,  and  force,  before  he 
was  thirty-four  years  of  age,  the  following  preferments, 
and  estates :  1.  The  priory  of  St.  Andrews,  the  richest, 
in  Scotland,  which  had  been  given  him,  in  commendam^ 
by  his  father,  in  1538. 

2.  The  priory  of  Pittenweem,  which  was  conferred  on 
him,  by  the  Queen-regent,  in  1555. 

3.  The  earldom  of  Murray,  and  lordship  of  Aber- 
nethy,  and  also  Strathem,  Pettie,  and  BrachUe,  of  all 
which  he  obtained  a  grant,  from  the  Queen,  on  the  30th 
of  January  1561-2;  and  acquired  possession  thereof,  in 
September  1 562,  by  his  artifices,  and  crimes. 

4.  He  held  the  castle  of  Inverness,  with  various 
lands,  which  were  attached  to  it ;  and  the  sheriffship  of 
the  extensive  county  of  Inverness ;  comprehending  Ross, 
Sutherland,  and  Cathness ;  all  which  he  obtained,  from 
the  Queen,  upon  the  illegal  forfeiture  of  the  Lord  Gror- 
don,  who  held  the  whole,  heretdbly. 

5.  The  lands  of  Strathem,  and  Cardel,  which  by  the 
Queen^s  mandate,  were  transferred  to  him,  by  James 
Ogilvie,  who  obtained  the  lands  of  Findlater,  and  Desk- 
ford,  on  the  forfeiture  of  Sir  John  Grordon. 

6.  The  estates,  and  jurisdictions,  of  the  earldom  of 
Buchan,  of  which  he  deprived  the  heiress,  by  the  un- 
wortliy  means  of  illegal  grants,  which  he  obtained,  by 
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charter,   under   the  great  seal,  wlien  he  acted,  as  the 
Queen's  minion. 

7-  The  extensive  lordship  of  firaemar,  Cromar,  and 
Strathdee,  of  which  he  obtained  a  grant,  from  the  Queen, 
in  fee-firm,  in  December  1364 ;  but,  in  disherison  of  the 
family  of  Erskine. 

8.  He  had  also  a  lease  of  the  lordship  of  Badenoch, 
and  the  wardship  of  Culloden,  which  he  lost,  by  his  re-  • 
beliion ;  when  all  these  were  restored  to  Huntley. 

Enjoying  all  those  vast  possessions,  with  remainder 
entail  of  many  others,  the  Earl  of  Murray  was  the 
richest,  and  most  powerful  subject,  in  Scotland,  by 
means  of  the  Queen's  imprudent  bounty,  and  his  own 
gross  rapacity ;  all  which  his  ambition  threw  upon  the 
cast  of  his  rebellion. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Murray  was  deprived  of  that 
vast  property,  by  his  rebellion ;  and  he  was  reinstated  in 
possession  of  the  whole^  by  the  Queen^s  pardon,  on  the 
2l8t  of  March  1565-6:  The  assassination  of  Rizzio, 
whereby,  he  was  restored,  in  fact,  happened,  on  the  9th 
day  of  the  same  month  of  March. 

Though  he  was  thus  restored  to  his  vast  possessions, 
by  the  liberality  of  his  sister,  and  Queen :  Yet,  owing 
to  the  parsimonious  supplies  of  Elizabeth,  the  protector 
of  his  ambition,  he  was,  by  his  rebellion,  involved,  in 
pecuniary  distresses,  which  hung  upon  him,  who  courted 
the  attachment  of  many  dependants,  during  his  life,  not- 
withstanding his  great  resources,  from  the  priories  of  St. 
Andrews,  and  Pittenweem.  Privy  Seal  Reg,  xxxv. 
xxxvi .  andxxxvii. 

On  the  31st  of  January  1566-7)  only  ten  days  before 
the  murder  of  Darnlcy,  Murray  obtained  a  fresh  grant. 
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frotn  the  KiDg,  and  Queen ;  stating  that  Murray  haniig. 
in  t/ieir  Tnajestics"  service,  super-ezpendcd  h'ls  rents,  and 
patrimony,  and  incurred  debts,  was  forced  to  set  tht 
lands  of  the  priories  of  St.  Andrews,  and  Pittenweem,  in 
feu  [ground-rent,]  and  the  kirks,  teinds,  and  t^nd- 
shcaves  thereof,  in  lease  for  nineteen  years ;  rec^ving 
graasumg  [fines]  for  the  same,  which  feus,  and  teases, 
their  majesties  have  already  confirmed,  or  are  to  confirm : 
They,  therefore,  ordaJn,  that  all  feus,  and  leases,  made, 
or  to  be  made,  by  him,  as  Commendator  of  the  lands, 
kirks,  teinds.  and  teind-sheaves,  belonging  to  the  said 
abbeys,  shall  be  as  solid,  and  good,  lo  the  persons,  re- 
ceiving the  same,  as  if  they  had  been  leased  to  the  utter- 
most avail  of  the  rental.  [Privi/  Seal  Reg.  xxx«.  1.] 
The  statement,  in  the  preamble  of  this  grant,  that  he 
had  incurred  his  debts,  in  l/ieir  majest'its'  service, is  \ery 
remarkable;  but.  tlie  real  fact  could  not  be  openly 
avowed,  that  he  had  incurred  so  many  debts,  by  a  rebel- 
lion against  their  majesties.  While  Murray  had  the  di- 
rection of  the  Queen's  affairs,  he  not  only  obtained  grants 
of  Tast  possesions,  for  himself;  but  also  provided,  for 
his  numerous  adherents,  by  offices,  pensions,  and  grants 
of  the  casualties  to  tlie  crown  belonging.  After  he  went 
into  rebellion,  he  was  obliged  to  veward  his  many  de- 
pendants, from  the  revenues,  and  lands,  of  his  two 
priories ;  as  hath  been  shown  above.  [See  the  Privy 
Seal  Reg.  xxxv.  and  xxxvi.] 

We  have  thus  seen  what  vast  estates  he  obtained, 
while  he  was  the  Queen's  minion.  It  is  now  proper  to 
incjuire,  what  acquisitions  he  made,  q/ier  he  dethroned 
ihc  Queen,  and  tieeame  Hcgent,  for  her  son. 

I'he  same  faction,  which  dethroned  the  Quccn^  mad« 
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an  act  of  their  council,  on  the  21st  of  July  1567  ;  pi^* 
hibiting  the  pajrment  of  rents,  duties,  or  other  income  to 
Patrick  Hepburn,  the  bishop  of  Murray,  and  abbot  of 
Scone ;  as  he  had  received  into  his  house  his  relation, 
the  Earl  of  Both  well.*    The  bishop,  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  induced  to  grant  to  the  Regent  Murray,  his 
heirs,  and  assigns,  the  whole  lands,  ports,  fishings,  with 
the    pertinents,  which  belonged  to  the  bishoprick  of 
Murray,  to  be  held,  in  fee-firm :  And  this  grant  was  con- 
firmed, by  a  charter,  on  the  1st  of  October  1569.*     The 
bishop  made  another  grant  to  the  Regent,  and  his  Tteirs 
male,  of  the  office  of  baillie,  and  justiciary,  of  the  rega^ 
lily,  and  lordship  of  Spynie,  which  belonged  to  his  bishop- 
rick, with  the  custody  of  the  castle  of  Spynie,  the  lake« 
and  wood  of  Spynie,  with  the  cunningares,  gardens,  or- 
chards, and  the  pertinents,  lying  about  the  castle,  and 
also  of  200/.  annually,  received  out  of  the  rents  of  the 
regality  of  Spynie.     This  grant  was  also  confirmed,  by 
a  charter,  on  the  16th  of  December  1569.^    The  first  of 
those  grants  deprived  the  bishoprick  of  its  lands,  and 
fishings ;  and  the  second  would  have  denuded  it  of  the 
castle,  and  its  jurisdictions,  and  pertinents  ;  if  the  Re- 
gent had  not  soon  after  died,  without  heirs  male. 

The  abbey  of  Kelso  had  been  conferred,  by  the  Queen, 
on  her  infant  nephew,  Francis  Steuart,  in  lieu  of  the 
priory  of  Coldingham,  which  his  father  had  held.     In 


■  Why ;  the  Eari  of  Murray,  two  days,  only,  before  he 
set  out,  for  France,  entertained  Bothwell,  to  meet  Eliza- 
beth's envoy,  Kyllygrcw,  at  dinner,  after  he  had  been  charged 
with  t^e  King's  murder. 

*  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxvui.  86.  •»  lb.  106. 
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1569|  the  Regent  Murray  obtained,  from  this  boy,  his 
nephew,  and  William  Lumisden,  the  rector  of  Cleish, 
his  administrator,  during  his  nonage,  a  grant  to  him,  and 
his  heirs  male,  in  fee-firm,  of  the  whcde  estates  of  the 
abbey  of  Kelso;  comprehending  the  town  of  Kelso,  and 
many  lands,  mills,  fishings,  and  other  property,  in  the 
four  shires  of  Roxburgh,  and  Berwick,  Dumfries,  and 
Peebles :  This  grant  was  confirmed,  by  a  charter  under 
the  great  seal,  on  the  10th  of  December  1569.'  This 
opulent  grant  was,  also,  disappcnnted,  by  his  sudden 
death,  without  male  heirs.  So  endless,  and  exorbitant 
are  the  desires  of  men,  that  they  will  grasp  at  all,  and 
can  form  no  scheme  of  perfect  happiness,  with  less :  The 
ambition  of  Murray  was,  unbounded ;  his  voraciousness 
was  insatiable ;  and  his  success,  both  publick,  and  private, 
went  even  beyond  his  hopes.  We  have  said  nothing  of 
the  5000/.  sterling,  which  he  recdved  of  Elizabeth,  as 
his  wages,  for  calumniating  his  sister,  and  benefactress, 
nor  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues,  which  he  enjoyed,  in 
•     France. 


No.  X. — How  far  Sir  WUUam  Stetmrt^  the  LianJciriff- 
(U-UrmSy  was  guilty  of  imaginiiig  the  Death  of  the 
Regent  Murray, 

This  seems  to  be  a  subject,  at  once  interesting,  and 
obscure,  which  may  be  somewhat  iUustrated,  but  not  al- 
together cleared.  He  appears  to  have  been  an  officer, 
who  was  regularly  bred,  in  the  college  of  arms.  As 
Albany  herald,  he  was  sent,  by  the  Regent,  on  the  29th 

^  Tb,  106. 
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of  September  1567}  on  the  IQng^s  affeirs  into  Norway, 
Denmark,  and  Flanders  :^  He  was  probably  sent,  to  giire 
and  receive,  noUccs,  in  those  countries,  about  fiothwell. 
Whatever  his  business  were,  he  seems  to  have  given  sa- 
tisfaction ;  as  he  was  soon  promoted. 

On  the  20th  of  February  1567-8,  William  Steuart, 
Ross-herald,  received  a  commission  ;  constituting  him 
lion-king-at-arms,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Robert  Forman.* 
On  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  he  was  inaugurated,  in 
the  kirk,  after  sermon,  in  the  forenoon,  in  presence  of 
the  Regent^  and  nobility/     On  the  2d  of  August  1568, 
Sir  William  Steuart,  the  lion4cing,  was  sent,  frmn  Edin- 
burgh to  Dunbarton-castle;  being  suspected  of  a  con- 
piracy  against  the  Regents  life.s     On  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust 1568,  Sir  William  Steuart,  wrote,  from  Dunbarton, 
the  follomng  letter,**  in  justification  of  his  own  inno- 
cence.    Here  he  remained  a  twelvemonth,  while  Mur- 
ray was  in  England ;  but,  he  was  removed  to  St  An- 
drews, in  August  1569;  where  he  was  tried,  and  con- 
victed,  and  executed,  not  for  ima^ning  the  death  of  the 
Regent,  but  for  witchcraft,  and  necromancy.' 

**  He  received  of  the  Treasurer,  140  crowns  at  33s.  a 
piece,  or  33 U.,  for  his  expenses;  as  appears  by  the  publick 
accoimts.  On  the  9th  of  June  1568,  Sir  William  Steuart 
received,  by  the  Regent's  orders,  for  expenses,  disbursed  by 
him,  in  the  King's  a£fairs,  in  Denmark,  941.  [Id.] 

^  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxvii.  45.  '  Birrel*s  Diary,  14. 

«  lb,  17.  ^  Cot.  Lib.  Calig.  B.  ix.  fol.  272. 

*  Hist,  of  K.  James,  48-66.  He  was  put  to  death,  in 
August  1569  :  There  is  the  note  of  a  letter,  to  this  effect, 
from  Lord  Hunsdon  to  Secretary  Cecil,  dated,  at  Berwick, 
on  the  30th  of  August  1569  j  saying,  "  Paris  was  put  to 
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On  the  22d  of  August  1568^  Sir  David  lindsay,  the 
younger,  was  inaugurated,  at  Lion  King,  in  the  room  of 
Sr  Wilfiam  Stewart    On  the  13th  of  September  1569 
however,  a  grant  was  umied  to  Dorothy  Crunsief  the  rdict 
of  the  late  William  Stewart,  Lion  King,  of  the  escheat 
(^  all  his  pr(^)erty,  which  fell  to  the  King,  by  the  said 
William  being  convicted,  and  put  to  death,  for  wUchcrq/t 
and  necramatuy.^    He  was  put  to  death,  then,  without 
being  convicted  of  any  offence.    He  had,  however,  Lord 
Fleming,  fen*  his  lord,  and  master,  which  was  no  doubt, 
a  crime,  in  the  Regent's  contemplation.    Though  he 
never  conspred,  nor  consented  to  the  Earl  of  Murray's 
death ;  yet,  he  spoke  of  his  faction,  as  monstious,  and 
treasonous.     It  is  upon  the  whole  apparent,  that  he  fell 
under  the  axe  of  a  tyranny,  which  put  him  to  death,  not 
for  what  he  had  done,  but  for  what  he  wished  to  do. 
His  widow  was,  probably,  protected,  by  Secretary  Mait- 
land,  who,  perhaps,   owed  something  to  the  husband, 
which  he  now  repaid  to  the  widow. 

death  a  fortnight  since  -,  and  so  was  Stewart,  who  was  King 
of  Heralds,  who  had  determined,  to  kill  the  Regent :  but, 
he  was  forgiven,  for  that,  and  was  burnt,  for  conjuration, 
and  witchraft.*'  Laing*8  Diuert.  App,  269.  In  other  words, 
the  prosecutors  bad  no  evidence  against  the  Lion  King ,  and 
therefore,  they  charged  him  with  an  imaginary  crime,  for 
which  he  was  burnt. 

^  Privy  Seal  Reg.  vol.  xxxviii.  fol.  76. 
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Sir  William  Stzwart^s   Letter,  from  the  Cotton 
Library,  Cal.  B.  ix.  272,  follows  : 

My  Lord,  I  dowt  not  bot  the  wriUng  send  be  yow  to 
ray  gud  lord  and  maister  my  Lord  Plemyng  was  be  the 
instigation  of  sum  wthir,  for  I  can  not  think  that  ye  can 
be  sa  ingrait  as  to  seik  my  innocent  lyf  and  bluid  consid- 
dering  that  I  have  sa  favorablye  and  sa  oft  foirwarned 
yow  of  the  gret  miserie  that  ye  ar  lyk  to  fall  in  now  for 
not  following  my  oonsell  and  admonitions  maid  oft  and  in 
dew  tyme.  Desist  I  pray  yow  to  seik  farder  my  bluid,  fcnr 
as  I  sell  anser  to  the  etemall  God  I  newir  conspyrit  nor 
oonsentit  to  the  Erie  of  Mirrayes  dethe.    And  ffff  ye 
wiU  persist  remember  of  Isopes  taill  of  the  Lyoun  and  the 
Mouse  and  tume  it  wpsyd  doun.     I  feir  yow  not,  nor 
nane  of  that  moustrus  factioun,  for  as  Grod  is  the  de- 
fender of  innocentes,  sa  is  he  the  just  and  seweir  punisher 
of  cruell  monsters  and  tressonable  tiranes  and  wsurpers 
quha  spaires  not  to  execuit  al  kynd  of  cruelte  wnder.  the 
pretext  of  religioun  and  justice:   For,  to  accomplisse  and 
performe  the  wnnaturell  ingrait  and  ambitiu  disseints 
[designs]  I   am  innocentle  persecutid  accunt  and  de- 
tractit :  Bot,  ther  be  sum  of  his  awin  secreit  consell  that 
baith  directle  and  indirectle  have  socht  that  bluidy  wsur- 
pars  lyf  quhom  I  sell  name  as  occasioun  sell  serve.     Be 
therfoir  I  pray  yow  rather  ane  protectour  than  ane  per- 
secutour  of  my  innocent  lyf  and  advertise  me  giff  it  be 
your  gud  plesir  quhat  ar  the  crymes  quherof  thai  accuiss 
me,  and  quhat  may  mowe  thaim  thus  ernistlie  to  seek  the 
lyf  of  sa  semple  ane  creatour  quha  never  to  this  hour 
offendit  small  nor  gret,  in  honour  \y{  land  nor  gudes.     I 
pray  yow  be  favourable  to  the  persoun  of  Eenmore^  and 
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with  sic  as  have  mellit  with  my  apparell,  bowes,  and 
buiks  to  kdp  all  wdll,  till  meeting  quhilk  will  be  sone 
God  willing,  quhom  I  beseik  to  keip  yow  ewin  as  ye 
wald  I  war  preservit.  From  Dumbarten  the  19  August 
1568. 

be  your  as  oocasoun  sel  be  ofired, 

William  Stkwaet. 


No.  XI. 

In  Secretary  Cecil's  letter  of  the  26th  of  June  1567, 
to  the  Ambassador  Norris,  at  Paris,  Mr.  Robert  Stewart 
was,  emphatically,  mentioned,  as  a  person  who,  might  be 
made  privy  to  Murray^s  affairs.  [Cabala^  128.]  And  a 
question,  naturally,  arose,  who,  or  what,  was  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Stewart,  at  Paris. 

There  is  an  original  letter,  in  the  Cotton  Library, 
CdUg.  C.  i.  f.  122,  from  Mr.  James  Gordon,  at  Paris, 
7th  July  J  568,  to  the  Regent  Murray,  which  explains  this 
point:  He  says,  that  Robert  Stewart^  the  Regent's 
^^  maist  faithful  cusing,  and  serviteur,"  sent  him  a  packet 
of  letters,  from  Ncyerris  [Norris,  Q.  Elizabeth^s  Ambas- 
sador, in  France]  to  be  sent  to  the  Regent,  by  a  sure 
bearer,  and  which,  he  has  delivered  to  Captain  Cog- 
brun,  whose  fidelity  and  affection  to  the  Regent's  service 
is  sufficiently  known.  Being  requested  by  Robert  Stew 
art  to  send  the  Regent  any  intelligence,  that  he  could 
procure,  he  informs  him  that,  "  he  learnt  from  a  person 
of  credit,  that  Queen  Mary's  deliverance  out  of  England 
is  bought,  and  sauld :  the  means  is  sent  out  of  France  to 
the  Dukeof  Albe,  who  causes  the  Spanish  Ambassador 
in  England,  practise  with  the  lords  of  England,  who  have 
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taken  in  hand,  to  deliver  her  ;  but,  who  those  lords  were 
he  did  not  learn. '^ 

This  document  throws  scHne  additional  light  upon  the 
Steuarts,  who  performed  such  infamous  deeds,  in  France^ 
during  that  age.  This  Robert,  I  am  persuaded,  though 
Henault  calls  him  James,  was  the  same  person  who  pis- 
toDed  the  Constable  Montmorency,  at  the  battle  of  St. 
Denys ;  and  who,  being  taken  at  the  battle  of  Jamac,  in 
March  1569,  was  put  to  death,  says  Henault,  for  the 
murder  of  Montmorency.  We  hear  no  more  of  this 
Robert  Steuart :  But,  we  have  seen  enough  to  perceive, 
that  Cecil,  and  Murray,  kept  such  infamous  men,  at 
Paris,  for  such  villanous  actions. 


No.  XII. 

At  the  epoch  of  the  Queen^s  escape  from  Lochleven- 
castle,  and  repair  to  Hamilton,  on  the  4th  of  May  1567, 
Doctor  Mackenzie,  in  the  Life  of  Mary,  says:  ^'  Nei- 
ther was  the  press  idle ;  many  satires  being  published,  by 
both  parties  against  one  another  ;  but  particularly,  there 
was  one  poem,  that  made  a  great  noise,  entitled,  ^  The 
double  dealings  of  the  Rebels  in  Scotland  ;"  wherein  the 
whole  life,  and  villainies  of  Murray  were  laid  open ;  but 
who  the  author  was,  could  not  be  discovered.^  The  sa- 
tire itself,  he  odds,  is  to  be  found  among  Mr.  Crawford's 
collections  [in  the  Advocate's  Library,  at  Edinburgh] ; 
but  copied,  by  him,  from  a  transcript,  in  the  Cotton  Li* 
brary,  Calig.  C.  i.  f  271.  If  it  ever  were  printed,  I 
doubt :  If  it  were,  it  should  seem  to  me,  to  have  escaped 
the  avidity  of  the  collectors  ;  the  then  ruling  powers  hav- 
ing destroyed  every  copy. 
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It  is  now  laid  before  the  publick,  from  the  above  men- 
tioned copy,  in  the  Cotton  Library.  It  is  full  of  histo- 
rical, and  useful  truths ;  and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised 
that  it  should  have  made  a  great  impression,  when  it  ap- 
peared, whether  in  manuscript,  or  in  print. 

A  Ryme,  in  Defence  of  the  Q  ofScoia,  against  the  Earl  of 

Murray.  [ixDecemb.  1568.] 

Jbm  Trouih  to  the  Envious. 

If  Momus  children  seke  to  knowe  my  name,  and  where  I  dwell ; 
I  am  Tom  Trouth,  and  my  abode  I  Ibt  not  it  to  tell ; 
For  wise  men  loue  not  to  enquire  who,  where,  but  what  is  said  -, 
Andholde  themselues  therewith  content  till  further  proufe  be  made. 

The  double  Dealmge  of  the  RebelU,  in  Scotland. 

If  tongue  could  tell,  or  pen  could  write,  the  craftie  cloaked  case. 

Or  yet  the  treasons  to  recyte  of  this  newe  Regents  grace  -^ 

Then  ThtUie^s  stile,  or  Firgifa  verse,  of  God  sure  would  I  craue. 

His  shameles  acts  here  to  rehearse,  as  he  deserves  to  have ; 

But  that  were  farre  aboue  my  reach,  and  more  than  well  could  be, 

Sith  he  all  others  doeth  excel!  in  craft  and  crueltye : 

Yet  can  I  not  with  silence  passe  his  vices  strange  and  rare. 

But  that  I  must  set  fiirth  the  same,  the  truthe  least  I  should  spare. 

And  nowe  since  that  it  is  my  luck,  unfittest  though  I  be, 

This  Cac<i^8  ofspring  to  advance,  as  semes  to  his  decree ; 

I  pray  you  take  it  in  good  parte,  whats'euer  I  shall  saye, 

In  setting  forth  his  shameles  acts,  whose  shame  shall  not  decaye ; 

Yet  can  I  not  set  furth  the  same,  nor  in  suchwise  expresse. 

As  fittest  were  for  one  past  shame,  and  past  all  godliness. 

This  traytour  tyrant  of  our  tyme,  this  Sathan's  seed,  I  meane. 

This  rebell  Regent,  that  his  prince  to  mate°^  doeth  not  disdaine ; 

This  perfect  patteme  of  deceipt,  whose  high  and  haughtye  minde 

Is  pufte  so  full  of  pride,  that  hard  it  were,  the  like  to  finde : 

This  sinfull  seed  of  lothsome  life,  this  basterd  past  all  grace. 

At"  Glocester,  that  traytour  vile,  a  perfect  pateme  chase : 


*  He  received  that  high  office,  in  August  1567. 
■To crush.  Shakspeare.  "  Of. 
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Who,  to  obteyne  that  kingly  aeate  of  this  most  worthy  land. 

His  brothers  sonnes,  his  nephewes  dere,  to  guyde  they  toke  in  hand : 

The  lambes,  alas !  unto  the  wolfe,  to  guyde  committed  were ; 

Who  murdred  them,  to  haue  their  place,  as  storyes  well  declare : 

But,  shall  I  say,  this  traytour  nowe,  at  him  did  leame  his  lore ; 

Wlio  doeth  surpasse  his  wilie  wit  a  thousand  folde  and  more. 

A  scholler  sure,  of  pregnant  wit,  and  apt  for  such  a  place. 

Who  trayned  up  was  in  the  schole  of  lyeing  Sathan^n  grace ; 

Wliere  he  hath  leamd  a  finer  feate  than  Richard  earst  did  see ; 

To  doe  the  deede,  and  laye  the  blame  on  them,  that  blameles  be : 

For  he,  and  his  companions  eake,  agreeing  all  in  one, 

Did  kill  the  kiuge,  and  laye  the  blame  the  sakelesse  queene  upon : 

And  that  this  deed,  to  each  man's  sight,  might  seme  to  be  most  plaine; 

They  drewe  her  from  her  spouse  that  night,  by  craft  and  subtill  frayne ; 

And  fegned  that  her  sucking  sonne  was  in  great  danger  brought; 

Wherefore,  with  speed,  to  visit  him  the  messenger  besought ; 

Which  subtill  shift,  so  feately  wrought,  was  cause  men  thought  it  trewe. 

That  she  of  purpose  parted  thence,  and  of  the  murder  knewe : 

For  if  that  both  at  once  had  bene  there  murderd,  at  that  tyme. 

Then  might  each  babe,  with  half  an  eye,  have  spyed  who  did  the  cryme ; 

And  this  suspicion  to  increase,  they  found  a  newe  devise. 

That  Botktceii,  chiefest  murderer,  was  tryed  by  assise; 

And  found  not  guilty,  by  his  peres,  of  whome  the  chiefest  be. 

Such  as  the  king's  death  did  conspire,  and  knewe  as  well  as  he. 

They  cleared  him  eke,  by  parliamente,  O  traytour  false  and  vile. 

That  they  their  good  and  vertuous  queene  might  soner  so  beguyle : 

And  when  that  he  was  cleared  both  by  sise,  and  parlainent. 

To  marry  then  they  went  about  to  haue  her  to  consent : 

They  sayd  that  she,  the  realme,  and  they,  should  so  most  safest  be. 

From  danger  of  all  civill  strife,  and  outward  enemy. 

Alack !  good  Q.,  what  hap  hadstthou,  so  oft  thy  foes  to  trust, 

Couldst  thou  not  shun  these  bitcing  beasts  who  then  had  proved  unjust? 

But,  who,  I  pray  you,  was  the  man,  they  willed  her  to  take  ? 

Forsooth,  the  chiefest  murderer,  whom  they  most  clere  did  make : 

And  tliat  their  purpose,  once  begun,  might  come  unto  an  end ; 

They  caused  traytour  Ledingion  on  her  still  to  attend : 

That  this  false  Machevilian  attempt  her  euery  waye. 

Whose  poysoned  words,  so  sugered  were,  that  she  could  not  say  nay ; 

But  did  consent  to  their  request,  suspecting  nothing  lesse. 

Than  they  such  false  dcceipt  to  meane,  and  use  such  doublenesse ; 

But,  when  the  wofuU  weding  daye  was  finised  and  past, 

VOL.  III.  D  (1 
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Their  boyling  malU'C,  thatlaye  liid,  in  rageing  sort  out  btaal: 

For  ihey  tliat  were  of  counsel!  both  to  miirderinit  of  the  lunge. 

And  to  the  marioge,  gfto  to  spread  howe  BothiecH  did  the  thinge ; 

And  howe  he  toolt  un-ny  the  Q.  by  force  agunst  her  will  i 

And  sought  himself  to  raigne  as  liinge,  and  eke  the  prince  to  spiU.° 

But,  (baatard,)  nowe  the  truthe  is  knowne.  how  that  thyself  it  was. 

That  sought  lo  spill  both  prince  and  Q.,  and  lo  possess  their  place. 

Bnt,  when  amongut  the  simple  sort  this  rumour  once  was  brought, 

It  ran  abrode,  from  plate  to  plaoe,  more  swift  than  can  be  thought  i 

So  they  not  priuyto  the  sleight  did  think  il  fur  most  sure, 

TliBt  she,  to  wed  the  murderer,  the  murder  did  procure. 

And  thus,  this  simple  Q.  each  way  was  irmpt  m  wo  and  care. 

For  they  that  caimot  skiQ  of  craft  ere  sanest  eaught  in  snare. 

Andthenthe  traytor  Ledington,  \a  treason  neuer slack. 

At  hand  forpickpnrse  still  before  began  to  start  now  back, 

And  fled  unto  herfruyteles  foes,  her  seerets  to  bewraye : 

Like  will  to  like,  the  prorerb  suth.  You  know  the  old  aud  sawe. 

Then  Murray  that,  of  longe  before,  this  murder  did  devise, 

Did  Toyd  the  land,  the  rather  so,  to  blinde  the  simples  eyes  -, 

And  then  hit  fellaw-trayiors  all,  the  uiore  thetr  cause  to  clere, 

Didriseinarmes,  agaiust  their  Queeo,  as  though  she  giulty  wctC: 

But  she,  to  saue  the  saiklcs  bloud,  not  witling  to  offend. 

Did  leaue  her  power,  and  oflred  them,  all  things  amisse  t'amend. 

The  traylors,  not  therewith  content,  did  lead  her  thence  away ; 

And  changed  all  her  braue  atlyre  into  a/Vocid  of  grey : 

That  done,  (bey  lead  her  furth  by  night  unto  Loehleuen  hold) 

And  kept  her  there,  in  prison  close,  thai  no  man  see  her  could. 

Then  when  they  had  thus  brought  lo  passe  their  traytorous  fitlse  dain 

They  sent,  with  speed,  to  bastard  Jamei,  and  willed  him  to  rctyre : 

Who,  coming  home,  for  louo  he  bare  the  prince,  as  he  did  sayc. 

Did  take  in  hand  lo  rule  the  realuic,  lest  it  fell  in  decay. 

Howe  well  this  traytor  loues  the  child,  committed  to  his  guarde, 

la  plaine  in  that  the  mother  dere  he  kept  in  crewel  warde  i 

And  caused  her  there,  by  forced  fact,  the  present  deaih  to  abuDne, 

Her  royal  crowue  for  to  resigne  unto  her  tender  sonne  ; 

And  make  this  minyon  Murray  eakc,  chiefe  Regtnt  of  liie  land, 

Unlill  the  prince  of  lawful  age  the  same  shall  take  in  hand : 

Which  while  he  would,  as  AiVAari/did,  if  he  might  haue  his  will. 

His  nephew  yoiwge,  his  sister's  sonne,  by  secret  meanes  to  spill : 


"  To  dcfltruy. 
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And  then  he  would  usurpe  the  crowne,  as  next  heire  to  the  same ; 

Which  doeth  appeare,  in  that  he  doeth  his  father  so  defiune) 

And  saith  his  mother  precontract  was,  in  most  solemne  wise. 

Unto  the  kinge,  before  that  he  was  maried  to  the  CfuUe: 

Althoughe  that  wisemen  know  the  truth,  this  sorceress  how  she  wrought. 

By  rings,  and  witchcraft,  from  the  Q.  the  king's  minde  to  have  brought. 

And  thus  this  traytor  doeth  debase  the  Q.  in  all  he  can  ; 

That  from  her  grace  withdrawe  he  might  the  hearts  of  every  man. 

A  cowle,  a  cowle,  for  such  a  Oreke,  were  fitter  for  to  weare. 

Than  this  Apottat  deacon  should  such  princely  rule  to  beare. 

But  where  is  now  true  discipline,  dare  no  man  take  in  hand. 

To  teach  such  fiEdse  Apostate  monks  their  faults  to  understand; 

And  make  this  base  bom  deacon  come  home  to  his  former  state; 

FVom  whence  the  Liiher  Lotell  fled,  least  he  should  line  too  straight. 

But  sure  no  marvell  though  God's  rod  hath  plagued  this  noble  dame. 

That  gaue  to  monki,  should  seme  in  church,  such  place  of  worldly  fame. 

Yet  he  not  all  unmindful  of  this  ladies  grateful  deed. 

Did  purpose,  with  a  cmell  death,  to  quit  her  for  her  nede  : 

But  God  Almightie,  in  whose  hands  the  harts  of  princes  be, 

Preseme  her  from  this  false  attempt,  and  vile  captivitye. 

And  when  this  noble  prey  was  past  this  brother's  bloudy  might. 

He  rages,  like  a  Tiger  fell,  for  sorrowe  and  for  spite  :  * 

So  seeing  that  he  could  not  then  this  noble  Q.  to  spill; 

Upon  her  faithful  subjects  he  began  to  work  his  will : 

For  some  he  cast  in  prison  depe,  no  cause  at  all  thereto ; 

And  some  he  thrust  out  of  the  realme,  to  work  them  greater  woe  ; 

And  some  he  put  to  cmell  death,  his  rage  for  to  fulfil : 

No  means  he  left  there  unattempt  her  subjects  lines  to  spill : 

Yet,  not  content,  in  this  great  rage,  on  men  to  play  his  part; 

In  spight  of  God,  agunst  his  Church,  he  gan  to  shewe  his  art ; 

And  pulled  thence  both  bells  and  lead,  with  Jewells  many  one ; 

That  he  and  his  companions  might  more  brauer  therein  gone. 

For  sure  I  am,  that  some  of  them,  amongst  this  trayterous  trayne, 

Haue  on  their  back  more  lead  at  once  than  couereth  churches  twayne. 

So  that  no  hardned  hearte  of  brasse  but  would  lament  right  sore ; 

To  see  prophaneing  of  each  place  as  semed  God  of  yore. 

And  when  he  had  this  sacriledge  comitted  euery  where. 

On  loftye  towres,  and  castles  stronge,  his  rage  did  then  appere. 

On  Dunbarre  first  he  spued  his  spite,  a  castle  fayre  and  stronge. 

And  there  he  wrought  both  day  and  night  till  it  was  layde  alonge  : 

Then  justeth  furth,  and  Lochinvar,  so  semely  to  the  shewe. 

He  spoyled  them  first,  and  sackt  them  then,  who  could  more  cmell  doe? 
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The  Lftrd  of  Scirling't  house,  likewise,  did  fde  tile  former  chanre, 
AA'hich  Ira^tcrouslye  he  did  Aeiace.  his  glorie  to  advuure. 
Then  Rotlia  Bower,  of  braue  attyre,  v^ch  Saintel«re  AM)i  po«iesMa' 
Most  ehamefiilly  be  r&nsaekl  so,  to  work  him  more  distresie. 
Lord  Herria  lands,  ibat  httoa  \m\Ae,  who  let ''  him  of  hie  will, 
When  he  was  g^ne,  ihrougbmit  llie  sittne,  he  did  both  rol>,  and  spiU.' 
Bui,  what  should  !  here  longer  staye  crhe  place  here  to  wryte, 
Sith  few  there  are  but  that  his  rage  hath  now  defaced  quite  ? 
When  he  had  wrought  his  wilfiill  wit.  and  had  his  false  intent. 
To  blinde  the  eyes  of  faithfuil  men,  he  <^f  d  a  Parliament ; 
Where  flockt  his  fellowe  trayloni  all,  both  Morton  and  JWGill, 
With  Lindrai/,  Marr,  and  Ledlttiflon,  yea  flnZ/burlaye  not  still. 
With  other  of  this  fruytclen  flock,  and  falsely  did  inTenl, 
Thai  all  things  there  concluded  were  by  full  and  whole  enaatat. 
Thus  sinfull  Saihan  worki  his  will,  through  these  his  children  derej 
But,  falsehnoi)  raignes  instead  of  right,  as  here  it  doth  appere. 
Yet,  have  they  not  no  alilve  wrought,  though  Saihan  was  their  guide. 
But  that  their  treason,  every  deale,  at  last  is  vrell  espied :  -i 

For  they,  to  seme  more  innocent  of  this  mot^t  haynous  deed,  ' 

Did  catch  four  of  the  murderers,  bihI  put  to  death  with  speed : 
Wliereby  they  hope  to  make  men  think  herein  that  they  were  chrt, 
Sith  Justice  they  did  execute  on  some  that  guylty  were ; 
As  Hepl-ume,  Dagleiih.  Poirrr/.  too.  John  Hay  mode  up  the 
Uliich  four,  when  they  were  put  lo  death,  the  treason  did  confesse;- 
And  said  that  Murray,  Marion,  too,  with  others  of  their  rowte. 
Were  guyltie  of  the  murder  tile,  thouf;h  now  they  loke  full  sto 
Yet  some  perchance  do  think  that  I  speake  for  affection  here ; 
Though  I  would  so  3000  can  herein  true  wiinea  beare  ; 
Who  present  were,  as  well  as  1.  at  th'  execution  tyme. 
And  heard  how  these,  in  conscience  prick  t,  confessed  who  did  the 
Wherefore  all  princes  take  goml  heed,  let  this  for  warning  stand. 
And  trye  before  you  trust,  I  warne,  lest  check  be  nere  at  hand. 
But  though  his  check  it  semes  ao  sure  that  male  la  now  at  hand, 
Vet  may  his  Q.  such  gward  procure  as  shall  his  force  nlthstuid 
And  then  she  may,  as  he  began,  bid  check  male  tber  meniie' 
And  warne  him,  since  his  force  ia  done,  to  yeld  or  cU  to  flyc. 


] 


To  yeld,  I  n 


And  g%vard  himself,  with  n 


:,  from  false  attempt,  and  flye  such  vdne  request) 


IS  rule,  and  set  hit  heart  u  rest ; 


1  Tlieir  followers. 
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And  spend  no  more  his  tyme  in  vayne^  such  false  attempts  to  trye ; 

Least  if  they  use  them  ouer  oft  he'll  clime  I  feare  to  highe. 

And  thus  I  cease,  and  make  an  end,  and  msh  him  to  beware 

No  more  such  checks  and  tawnts  to  give,  least  he  be  caught  in  snare. 

Finis  Q*  Tom  Trouth. 


The  foregoing  Poem  gave  rise  to  inquiries,  even,  at 
London,  which  evince  what  impressions  its  truths  had 
made.  In  the  Cotton  Library,  CaUg,  i.  296,  may  be 
seen  the  examinations  of  Thomas  Bishop,  a  profligate 
dependent  of  Lennox,  in  March  1568-9,  on  this  topick ; 
he  being  then  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

^'  These  were,  for  examination  of  Thomas  Bishop^  in 

March  1 568,  touching  a  book  wrighten  against  the 

Earl  of  Murray,  in  defence  of  the  Sootts  Q.,  for  whidi 

he  was  committed  to  the  Tower." 

[The  preceding  head,  which  is  written  at  the  top>  lu  a 

kind  of  title,  to  the  following  examination,  is  in  a  different 

hand -writing,  from  any  part  of  the  question8>  wliich  is  a 

draught,  by  CecU,  the  greater  part  in  his  hand-writing.] 

What  is  y«  name  of  y*  Bishop  of  Rosse's  Secretary  ? 

At  what  place,  and  tyme,  and  how  ofte,  and  by  how 
many,  was  report  made  to  you  of  the  y^  offers  made  to 
y^  Q.  of  Scotts's  Comissioners  of  ayde  fro  Spayne 
and  .  .  •  • 

How  many,  and  what  are  y^  names  of  them,  y^  wer  to 
your  knoUedge  privie  thereof;  and  who  doe  you  sus- 
pect, by  conjecture,  to  be  privie  therto  ? 

What  tyme  w&s  y*  supper,  at  y^  E.  heade,  in  Flete 
Stretc,  when  xvj  of  y*  Innes  of  Court  made  the  L. 
Herris  a  supper  ? 
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How  many  doe  you  know  of  these  xy} ;  and  what  arc 
their  names,  and  places  of  abode  ? 

[How]  many  oopyes  have  you  seene  of  y®  booke  ? 

Who  wer  they  y*  made  y*  book  ageynst  y*  Erie  of 
Murray  ;  or  what  part  did  yourself  make,  or  minister,  to 
y«  makers  ? 

How  many  doe  you  know  to  have  seene  y^  book  ;  and 
in  whose  hand  is  y*  book  now  remayning,  to  your  knol- 
ledge,  or  as  you  conjecture  ? 

do  you  not  know  y^  Christofer  Lassels '  was 

a  medlar y*  buke. 

What  yong  lawyer  was  he  y*  was  termed  Fitzw's  of 
Grays  In  ? 

What  he  knoweth  of  any  intelligence,  o^  conference 
by  speche,  writing,  or  message  had,  by  the  Quene  of 
Scots's  Commissioners,  or  any  of  the  Erie  of  Murray's 
party,  with  any  of  the  forayn  ambassadors,  or  with  any 
other  strangers,  since  their  last  coming  into  England  ? 

Who  were  the  devisers,  makers,  wryters,  and  of  coun- 
sell  with  the  booke  written  against  the  Erie  of  Murray  ? 

What  conference  had  you  with  the  Bishop  of  Rosse, 
and  Lord  Boyd,  or  either  of  them,  at  Burton  ? 

What  dealing  had  Bremycha  of  Irland  w^  the  B.  of 
Roche,  [Ross]  or  y*  rest  ? 

How  often  did  you  resort  to  y*  Bish.  [Bishop]  in  Gra- 
ciouss  Streete  before  daylight ;  and  to  what  places  went 
the  Bishop,  in  y*  night  tyme,  to  your  knolledge  ? 

'  A  gentleman  of  Yorkshire^  who  went  to  Carlisle^  in  June 
1568>  to  see  the  Scotish  Queen  >  but>  was  not  admitted  to 
her  presence^  by  Scroope  and  Knollys }  who  ordered  him  to 
be  taken  into  custody,  and  turned  out  of  the  town. 
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It  did  not  require  those  questions,  to  evince  how  much 
Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  protected  the  Earl  of  Murray,  and 
indeed  every  enemy  of  the  Sootish  Queen.  The  topicks, 
in  the  foregoing  poem^  as  they  are  mostly  all  historically 
true,  lead  to  a  very  different  conclusion,  from  the  inquiry 
of  Cecil,  and  his  coadjutors,  as  to  the  guilt  of  Mary,  or  of 
Murray :  The  inferences  of  the  poem  are  all  true ;  the 
conclusions  of  Cecil  are  all  false. 


404  THE  LIFE  OF     [Mem.  VI.  Memoir  of 


MEMOIR  VI. 

Memoir  of  the  Regent  Morton. 

Morton  was  fourth^  in  the  quick  succession 
of  Regents^  under  the  minority  of  James  VI., 
and  was  tlie  highest^  perhaps^  in  the  scale  of 
depravity^  among  the  immoral  statesmen,  who 
produced,  untimely,  that  minority,  by  the  trai- 
torous dethronement  of  the  Scotish  Queen. 
Next  to  Murray,  Morton,  both  in  character, 
and  in  crime,  was  the  most  important  person- 
age, during  that  reformed  age. 

Morton  was  the  youngest  son  of  Sir  George 
Douglas,  the  Earl  of  Angus's  brother,  by  Eliza- 
beth, the  heiress  of  David  Douglas,  of  Petten- 
dreich,  in  Murrayshire.  Morton's  father  was 
forfeited,  in  the  parliament  of  September  1528; 
and  lived,  as  an  exile,  in  England,  till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1543.  This  forfeiture  com- 
prehended the  estates  of  the  heiress,  his  wife : 
For,  James  V.,  on  the  very  day  of  the  forfeiture, 
granted  those  estates  to  Sir  John  Stirling,  of 
Keir,  with  other  lands,  which  Sir  George  Dou- 
glas had  forfeited.'    We  may  easily  suppose  his 

■  Regist.  Mag.  Sig.  B.  xxii.  148.    From  the  same  record 
we   know,   however,  that  James  V.,  liberally,  granted  to 
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son  James  livedo  in  Murray,  with  his  mother, 
who  was  thus  provided  for^  under  his  proper 
name,  and  not,  according  to  the  historian  of  the 
Douglas's,  as  James  Ennis,  and  as  a  bailif  of  a 
country  -  gentleman,  whence  he  was  called, 
popularly,  James,  the  grieve.^  He  was  too 
young,  for  such  an  office,  which  required  more 
knowledge  of  country-affairs,  than  he  ever 
possessed.  Of  that  marriage  of  Sir  George 
Douglas,  with  the  heiress  of  Pettendreich,  there 
were  two  sons,  and  two  daughters :  the  eldest 
son  was  David,  who  became  the  Earl  of  Angus, 
in  1556,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle:  the  second 
son  was  James,  the  subject  of  this  Memoir, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  the  youngest  of  the 
three  daughters  of  James,  EslvI  of  Morton,  in 
the  beginning  of  1543 :  In  pursuance  of  this 
marriage,  and  a  settlement  thereon,  the  hus- 
band of  Elizabeth,  became  Earl  of  Morton,  on 
the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  in  1553.' 

£lizabcth  Douglas^  and  to  James  Douglas,  her  son,  one-third 
of  Pettendreich^  and  other  lands^  in  Elginshire.  /6.  B.  xxv. 
^56.  The  date  of  this  grant  was  February  ^,  1535-6,  when 
her  son,  James,  was  about  fifteen,  or  sixteen  years  of  age. 

*»  Godscroft. 

*■  Godscroft's  iiist.  of  the  Douglases^  279  ;  speaking  of 
James  Douglas  [Morton],  at  the  battle  of  Pinkie^  in  Sep- 
tember 1 547>  says,  he  was  then  about  twenty-seven  years  of 
age  :  James  [Morton]  was  born,  then,  in  1520;  and  was  of 
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The  untimely  demise  of  James  V.^  opened  a 
door,  for  the  return  of  Sir  George  Douglas,  and 
his  brother,  Angus,  under  the  government  of 
the  Regent  Arran  ;  when  the  parliament  was 
induced  to  reverse  the  attainders  of  both.**  The 
Elarl  of  Angus,  and  his  brother,  Sir  George, 
were  no  sooner  restored  to  their  own  country, 
than  they  acted  as  formerly,  the  treasonous 
part  of  agents  to  Henry  VIII.,  from  whom, 
they  received  the  wages  of  corruption. 

The  Regent  Arran,  having  discovered  the 
treasonable  correspondence  of  the  Douglases, 
with  Henry  Vlllth's  government,  besieged  Sir 
George  Douglas's  house  of  Pinkie ;  and  on  the 
6th  of  November  1543,  the  Regent  entered 
Dalkeith-castle,  by  assault:  but,  as  we  learn, 
from  Sadler,  Sir  George  Douglas's  son,  who  is 
heir  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  being  in  the  castle, 
went  into  the  Donjoriy  which  he  held  against 
Arran,  till  he  received  favourable  conditions  of 
submission.*  This  is  the  first  military  exploit 
of  the  master  of  Morton ;  who,  undoubtedly, 


course^  about  five  years  older  th^  Secretary  Maitland  ;  ten 
years  older  than  Murray  -,  and  two-and-twcnty  years  older 
than  the  Scotish  Queen. 

**  Pari.  Rec.  650-3  [printed],  George  Douglas  now  acted 
as  a  partizan,  and  spye  of  Henry  VIII,  as  we  may  sec  in 
the  State  Papers. 

«  Sadler's  Letters,  4*24,  420. 
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acted,  through  life,  as  a  vigorous  character  ^ 

but,  Crawford,  the  biographer,  who  is  studious 

to  find  some  merit  in  the  adopted  heir  of  the 

Earl  of  Morton,  by  a  happy  fiction,  pretends^ 

that  this  exploit  was  an  act  of  patriotism,  in 

holding  out  Dalkeith-castle  against  the  £ng^ 

lish  invaders,  in  May   1544/     The  Earl  of 

Angus,  and  his  brother, George,  were  summoned 

to  the  parliament  of  November  1544,  to  answer 

charges  of  treason.^    Finding  that  the  English 

angels  did  not  protect  them,  from  the  publick 

scorn,  the  Douglases  made  their  peace  with  the 

Regent  Arran,  who,  of  course,  relinquished  the 

prosecution.      They   now  acted    awhile,  like 

honest  men.     Sir  George  Douglas,  and  his  son, 

the  master  of  Morton,  both  fought  against  the 

English  ai*my,  in  the  disastrous  battle  of  Pinkie : 

Sir  George  fell  on  the  fatal  field ;  but,  the  master 

of  Morton  fled  to  Dalkeith-castle,  the  same 

night,  whence  he  immediately  retired ;  giving 


^  Officers  of  State  95  :  This  writer  concetils  the  treasons 
of  the  Douglases,  on  that  occasion^  which  Sadler,  uncon- 
sciously^  records,  in  his  letters.  But,  there  is  a  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Hertford,  to  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  Hamilton  ar- 
chives, dated  the  8th  of  April  1544  5  signifying  that  the 
master  o^  Morton  had  promised  to  deliver  Tamtallon,  one  of 
the  keys  of  Scotland,  to  the  English  array.  This  is  one  of 
the  first  instances  of  the  master  of  MortoiCs  treachery. 

»  Pari.  Rcc.  677. 
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mdtn  to  rarreoder  tbe  castk  to  the  PtoCector, 
Somerset,  if  he  shook!  demand  it>  In  ridiog 
that  way,  to  reconnoitre  the  oonntry,  he  did 
require  this  strength;  and  those  who  held 
Dalkeith-castle,  did  give  it  op,  with  flattering 
marks  of  profound  respect,  for  Somerset,  who 
appeared  to  be  all  powerful  to  ignorant  eyes. 

Hie  year  1553,  at  length,  brought  to  a  close 
the  life  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  who  had  made 
80  many  entails,  in  order,  that  a  Douglas  might 
enjoy  his  estate,  and  title:  this  event  opened 
the  passage,  for  James  Douglas,  the  master  of 
Morton,  to  enter  into  both.  Yet,  might  the 
Queen,  when  she  came  of  perfect  age,  have 
recalled  all  those  settlements.  So  he  acted,  in 
the  drama  of  state,  with  great  caution,  till  the 
parliament  of  April  1567,  with  the  Queen's 
assent,  quieted  all  his  fears.  After  he  had 
thus,  in  1553,  acquired  the  Earldom  of  Morton^ 
and  immured  his  wife,  in  Tamtallon«castle,  he 
is  said  to  have  lived,  privately,  with  a  few  do- 
mesticks ;  neither  going  to  court,  nor  meddling 

*  Godftcroft  273 ;  Patten's  account  of  the  Protector's 
Expedition,  79  -,  but,  he  confounds  the  father,  George,  with 
the  son,  James.  Godscroft,  and  others,  who  follow  him  in 
the  path  of  tradition,  relate,  that  the  master  of  Morton  was, 
on  that  occasion,  taken,  in  Dalkeith  castle,  and  carried  pri- 
soner into  England  :  But,  Patten  would  have  sh<iwn  them 
their  mibtakes. 
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with  affairs^  to  avoid  expenses :  By  his  frugal 
parsimony,  adds  Godscroft/  he  disburdened 
both  the  Earldoms  of  Morton,  and  Angus,  of 
their  several  debts.  But,  there  was  something 
concealed,  under  this  parsimony,  and  that  retire- 
ment, while  his  wife  was  confined  in  Tamtallon^ 
which  liis  biographer  did  not  choose  to  open ; 
and  what  he  did  not  choose  to  disclose^  and 
what  he  declined  to  tell,  cannot  now  be  told. 

At  length,  the  Earl  of  Morton  did  meddle 
with  affairs ;  being  one  of  the  few  lords,  who 
subscribed  the  Jirst  covefwnt  of  the  church 
reformer,  on  the  3rd  of  December  1557.'' 

Meantime,  Morton's  elder  brother,  David, 
succeeded,  in  August  1557,  to  Archibald,  Earl 
of  Angus,  who  died,  in  1556,  in  his  earldom^ 
and  estates,  upon  charters  of  entail,  which  had 
been  obtained,  from  the  Regent  Arran,  in 
favour  of  heirs  male,  but  in  exclusion  of  his 
only  daughter,  the  Lady  Margaret,  Countess 
of  Lennox,  the  mother  of  Darnley.'     Those 

'  Hist,  of  the  Douglases,  279. 

^  Keith,  66,  contains  that  bond  of  the  associators ;  Spot- 
tiswoode  exposes  some  of  their  resolutions. 

'  Those  charters,  which  show  the  desires  of  all  the  Doug- 
lases, for  heirs  of  their  name,  are  preserved  in  the  Pari. 
Ilec.  7^6-9.  Morton,  in  his  epistolary  altercation  with  Se- 
cretary Maitland,  said,  "  I  gave  the  Queen  a  thousand 
crowns^  in  a  purse,  for  the  confirmation  of  Angus."     Banna- 
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charters,  which  were  obtained,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Piukie,  and  were  subject  to 
the  Queen's  revocation,  sowed  the  seeds  of  many 
dissensions,  among  the  families  of  Lennox,  An- 
gus, and  Morton.  David,  Eiirl  of  Angus,  died, 
however,  in  1558  ;  leaving  his  son,  Archibald, 
very  young,  in  the  tutelage  of  Morton,  who  is 
said  to  have  managed  his  nephew's  Earldom, 
with  great  economy,  but  with  this  sensation 
upon  his  spirits,  that  the  title  was  subject  to 
several  challenges."  He  thus,  however,  ac- 
quired much  additional  influence,  in  the  south- 
ern shires.  With  his  usual  policy,  he  now 
courted  the  Regent  Queen,  and  Mons.  D'Oysel, 
to  whose  daughter,  he  is  said  to  have  betroth- 
ed Angus,  his  nephew,  and  ward.  But,  D'Oy- 
sel, soon  after  removing,  from  the  seat  of  his 
power,  gave  Morton  an  intimation,  to  recede 
from  his  contract. 

This  artful  man  was  too  much  committed, 
with  the  cougregationalists,  by  signing  their 
first  covenant,  to  be  able  to  retract :  And,  when 
they  unsheathed  their  swords  against  the  Re- 


i 


tyne's  Journal,  4S0.  The  Queen,  thus,  bail  a  pecuniary  in- 
terest. In  Buch  imperfect  titles;  and  when  she  gave  her  ^l^- 
cesaary  confirmation,  nithout  a  thoiuarid  crotcm,  in  a  purse,  ' 
she  conreiTcd  a  consiilemblc  Itivuur. 
■"  Godscroft,  279. 
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gent-queen^  be  did  not  join  their  bands^  tbougb 
be  secretly  favoured  their  cause,  according  to 
the  usual  duplicity  of  that  immoral  age.    The 
Earl,  however,  repaired  to  the  Parliament  of 
November  1558,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Articles.'     He  was  one  of  those, 
who  received  the  report  of  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioners,  who  had  witnessed,  in  France, 
the  Queen's  marriage.**    Thus,  at  the  end  of 
1558,  Morton  had  risen,  by  the  possession  of 
two  earldoms,  and   constant  attention  to  his 
own  interest,  to  be  the  most  opulent,  and  one 
of  the  most  powerful  nobles  of  North  Britain. 
The  year  1559,  from  the  progress  of  the  re- 
formers, and  the  purpose  of  Elizabeth,  to  aid 
them,  will  always  be  deemed  of  great  impor- 
tance, in  the  Scotish  annals.     Morton,  who 
still  adhered,   openly,  to  the  Regent  Queen, 
acted  as  one  of  the  Commissioners,  who  made 
the  treaty  of  Upsetlington,  in  May  1559. ^    It 
was  on   this  treaty,  that  Sir  Robert  Cotton, 
wrote  with  his  own  hand,  '^  by  this  document, 
Elizabeth  agreed,  not  to  assist  the  King  and 
Queen's  subjects,  in  Scotland,  yet  secretly  sup- 
ported their  revolt.''    She  continued  to  agitate 
the  people  of  Scotland,  by  the  most  disinge- 


"  Pari.  Rec.  729-30.  »  Id. 

P  Rym.  Fad.  xv.  5«0. 
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noous  artifices^  Uuougfaoat  her  whole  lifis.  At 
the  flame  epoch,  the  second  coTenant  of  the 
RefomierB  was  entered  into,  at  Edmborgh; 
bat,  Morton  stiU  reflectii^  on  the  dehcts  of 
his  titles,  did  not  snbscribe  that  docoment. 
This  doable  dealing  statesman,  throoghoat  the 
year  1559,  continued  to  coart  the  dowager 
Qaeen,  while  he  secretly  supported  her  reformed 
oppressors.^    Neither  Sadler,  nor  Cecil,  Mar- 

^  On  the  iMi  of  October  1559.  CecU  wrote  to  Sadler 
and  Crofltflf  Elizabeth's  two  Commisflioiiers  in  Scotland :    In 
FraocCf  it  is  said,  the  Earls  of  Hnntlej,  and  Morton,  re- 
main, from  the  protestants.    Sadler's  State  Fapers,  i.  495. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  Sadler,  and  Croft,  intimated  to  Ce- 
cil, "  that  they  had  heard  the  Earl  of  Morton  was  at  Edin- 
burgh, with  the  Protestants.*'  lb.  514,     He  had  been,  at 
Edinhuf]^h,  to  agree  to  a  resolution  to  deprive  the  dowager 
Queen  of  the  Regency.     Keith,  105.    The  English  Com- 
missioners again  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  25th  of  October : 
The  Karl  of  Morton  lyeth  at  Dalkeith,  within  five  miles  of 
Edinburgh,  and  sometimes  repaireth  thither,  of  whom  the 
protestants  make  a  certain  account.     Sadler*£  St.  Pap.   i. 
518.     On  the  3  Ist  of  October,  Cecil  wrote  to  Sadler :    The 
Earl  of  Morton's  absence  is  to  be  misliked.  lb.  532.     On 
the  3d  of  November,  Cecil  again  wrote ;  *'  1  mislike,  that 
the  Earl  of  Morton  lyeth  aloof :  I  fear  practices  will  do  the 
protestants  as  much  hurt,  as  force.**    lb.  535.     Randolph, 
Elizabeth's  secret  agent,  in  Scotland,  wrote  from  Edinburgh  : 
"  No  man  thinketh  well  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  for  that  he 
hath  broken  his  promise  with  the  Lords  of  the  Congregation. 
lb.  537.     Knox,  at  the  same  time,  said,  of  Morton,  that  he 


'the  Regent  Morton.']      THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         413 

ray,  nor  Mmtland  could  dive  into  bis  double- 
ness.  Morton  bimself  only  knew,  because  he 
felt  wbere  both  shoes  pinched  him.  He  alone 
could  tell  that  the  titles  to  the  Earldoms  of 
Morton,  and  of  Angus,  with  the  estates  depend- 
ing on  them,  were  full  of  flaws :  And  it  was 
late  in  December  1559,  before  he  learned,  that 


promised  to  be  ours ;  but,  did  never  plainly  join.  Hist,  191« 
On  the  nth  of  November,  Randolph  wrote  from  Stirling  to 
Sadler,  and  Crofts,"  that  the  protestants  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  Edinbui^h,  at  midnight,  between  the  6th  and  7th 
of  November ;  as  they  had  become  weak  and  dispirited,  and 
were  doubtful  of  the  castle ;  because  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
and  Lord  Crskine  had  consulted  together,  to  end  the  matter, 
by  composition  :  Wherefore,  the  protestant  chiefs  thought  it 
better  to  depart  than  to  trust  to  their  gentleness*  and  spe^ 
cially  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  who  being  of  the  congregation* 
and  promising  daily  to  come  to  them,  stole  secretly  into 
the  castle,  whither  he  came  the  day  before  we  departed ; 
and  was  there  when  we  went  away.    The  Earl  of  Morton 
is  returned  to  his  house,  and  has  not  spoken  with  the  Queen. 
Lord  Erskine  is  determined  to  keep  the  castle  from  her. 
lb,  564 ;   Keith's  AppJ^^-b,    Morton,  probably,  produced 
this  resolution  of  Lord  Erskine,  when  he  was  in  the  castle 
with  him.   See  some  other  such  motives  of  Morton,  in  Sad- 
ler's St.  Pap.  i.  6^6,  649.     On  the  80th  of  December,  Ro- 
bert Melvill  arrived  with  advice>  from  Secretary  Maitland, 
who  was  then  at  London,  that  Elizabeth  had  agreeil  to  sup- 
port them.     On  the  15th  of  January  1559-60,  the  English 
fleet,  under  Admiral  Winter,  arrived,  in  the  Forth,  off  Leith. 
Keith.  115. 

VOL.  III.  E  e 
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Elizabeth  was  resolved  to  support  the  Scotiah 
protestants,  openly,  with  money,  and  men,  with 
her  fleet,  and  her  perfidy  ;  when  Morton  per- 
ceived, distinctly,  that  the  dowager  Queen 
would  be  overpowered,  and  the  French  ex- 
pelled. 

A  new  day  dawned  on  the  Scotish  reformers, 
when  the  year  1560  began.  The  avowed  as- 
sistance of  Elizabeth,  by  so  many  modes  in- 
spired them,  with  every  assurance  of  final  suc- 
cess. Morton  was,  at  length,  so  thoroughly 
convinced  of  that  animating  truth,  that  he 
would  DO  longer  receive  letters,  from  the  dow- 
ager Queen,  who  had  egregiously  misgoverned 
her  daughter's  kingdom.'  Norfolk,  as  Eli- 
zabeth's Lieutenant,  in  the  north,  arrived  at 
Bei-wick,  in  February  1559-60,  when  he  gave 
notice  to  the  reformed  nobles,  to  send  Com- 
missioners, to  treat,  for  her  assistance.*  The 
treaty  of  Berwick  was  soon  after  made,  by 
Murray,  and  MaitJand,  on  behalf  of  Hamilton, 
the  Earl  of  Arran,  the  second  person  of  Scot- 



'  Randolph,  on  the  S 5th  of  January  1559-fiO,  informed 
Sadler,  tliat  uheo  the  Queen  dowager  wrote  letters  to  many 
country  gentlemen,  to  be  in  readiness,  they  abitenled  them- 
aelves ;  Among  others  was  my  Lord  Mortem,  upon  whose 
doors  those  letters  were  6\ei\ ;  because  none  of  his  men 
would  receive  them.     Sadler's  St.  Pnp.  i.  696. 

■  Keilh,  Ufi. 
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land,  who  thus  assumed  to  be  the  first.*  Mor« 
ton  was  one  of  the  reformed  nobles,  who.  rati* 
fied  the  treaty  of  Berwick.  During  the  sieged 
of  Lieith,  which  was  more  difficult  than  had 
been  foreseen,  owing  to  the  disciplined  valonir 
of  its  defenders,  Morton  took  an  active  share. 
And  on  the  27th  of  April,  he  subscribed  with 
a  willing  pen  the  fourth  covenant  of  the  re<- 
formed  faction."  Seeing  now  every  fair  pro6« 
pect  of  final  success,  Morton  wrote,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  an  apologetical  epistle  to  Secre- 
tary  Cecil,  from  the  camp  before  Leith :  stat- 
ing his  hopes,  that  Letbing^on,  as  one,  who  was 
privy  to  his  determination  ;  what  mind  he  had 
borne  to  the  common  cause,  from  the  begin-* 
ning,  and  his  motives,  for  declining  to  declare 
himself,  before  the  arrival  of  the  English  army.' 
The  Queen  dowager's  health  soon  after  gave 
way  to  disease,  and  disappointment:  so  that 
Morton  had  nothing  now  to  fear,  or  to  hope, 

^  On  the  2d  of  April  1560^  the  English  army  entered 
Scotland^  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  just  made^  at  Berwick. 
On  the  4th  the  protestant  troops  joined  the  English^  at 
Preston.  On  the  5th  the  reformed  lords  met  at  Morton's 
castle  of  Dalkeith  J  whence  they  wrote  to  the  dowager  Queen , 
desiring  that  the  French  troops  might  retire^  and  the  English 
would  return :  On  the  morrow,  however,  hostilities  began. 
Spottiswoode,  144.  ■  Keiths  1«5  :  Preface  x. 

*  Haynes,  305-16. 
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for  his  defective  titles,  from  her  powers  of  mis- 
chief, or  practice  of  beneficence.  Tbe  fictitious 
treaty  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  6th  of  July  1560, 
by  the  artifice,  or  ability  of  Cecil,  virtually, 
transferred  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland,  from 
the  legitimate  sovereign  to  the  reformed  cliiefs. 
In  the  Parliament,  which  was  called  by  them, on 
the  1st  of  August,  contrary  to  their  own  treaty, 
Morton  was  present.  With  Maitland,  and 
Glencairn,  Morton  was  one  of  tbe  Coramis- 
sioners,  who  went  from  that  convention,  to 
thank  Elizabctli,  tor  her  aid ;  and  to  oOer  her 
the  Earl  of  Arran,  tbe  frantick  son  of  the  Duke  4 
of  Chattelherault,  for  her  husband.'  She  was  no  J 
doubt,  gratified,  to  have  wrenched,  by  her  army, 
and  artifice,  a  kingdom,  from  her  rival  Queen:  I 
But,  with  affected  civility,  she  decliued  to  ac- 
cept such  a  husband,  from  such  hands.  It  is 
pretended,  that  Morton  procured,  from  his 
cousin  Lady  Lennox,  a.  renunciation  of  her 
claims  to  tbe  Earldom  of  Angus ;'  But,  sub- 
sequent proceedings  evince,  that  he  may  have 
soothed,  with  his  usual  artifices,  but,  did  nut 
satisfy  tbe  family  of  Lennox  ;  that  Lady  Mar- 
garet, the  only  child  of  the  late  E^rl,  was  not 
the  legitimate  heiress  of  his  estates,  and  titles. 
Early  in  the  year  1561,  Morton,  with  his 


'  Keith.  155. 
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associates^  returned  to  their  distracted  country; 
and  reported  to  the  convention  of  May^  Eli- 
zabeth's engagements  to  support  their  preten- 
sions;  and  assist  their  arms,  against   their 
Queen/    Whatever  may  have  been  the  scoffe- 
ries  of  some  nobles,  Morton  subscribed  Knox's; 
book  of  discipline,  as  he  found  a  shelter,  from 
his  subscription,  for  his  immoral  manners,  and 
habitual  depravity.    The  unexpected  arrival  of 
Mary  on  the  19th  of  August,  whatever  obstruc- 
tions were  opposed  to  her  voyage,  opened  other 
objects  to  the  vigilant  Morton's  interested  eyes. 
When  the  Queen  sat  down,  soon  after,  to  settle 
her  Privy  Council,  Morton   was    sworn  in, 
among  the  other  reformed  nobles,  to  whom  shQ 
delivered  her  person,  and  her  people.^    Mortou 
was  an  assiduous  counsellor ;  attending  almost 
every  council,  from  the  contiguity  of  his  castle, 
during  several  years.    From  the  epoch  of  the 
Queen's  return,  ^^  Morton,"  as  we  are  assured, 
by  the  historian  of  the  Douglasses,  ^^  entered  into 
the  strictest  bonds  of  friendship  with  Murray, 
which  continued  so  long,   as  they  lived  to- 
gether:"'    They   had   thenceforth   the  same 


»  Keith,  167.  **  Keith,  187. 

*  In  his  correspondence  with  Secretary  Maitland,  Morton 
informed  him,  that  he  obtained  "  the  chancellerie,  and  the 
Earldom  of  Morton,  with  the  help  of  Lord  Murray's  friend- 
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friendSj  and  the  same  enemies  ;  the  same  aims, 
and  ends  ;  the  good  of  their  country,  and  the 
maintaining  of  religion.  They  run  the  same 
hazards  in  all  perils,  and  dangers,  never  sepa> 
rating  their  counsels,  nor  failing  to  aid  one 
another.'* 

Moi-ton,  as  one  of  the  southern  barons,  ac- 
companied Murray  to  the  borders,  in  Novem- 
ber 1561,  when  Murray  went  thither,  as  the 
Queen's  lientenant,  to  restore  good  order  on  the 
conterminous  borders.  Morton,  also,  accora* 
panied  Mary,  and  Murray,  on  their  northern 
expedition,  for  the  double  purpose  of  crushing 
Huntley,  and  aggrandizing  Murray,  Soon  after 
the  death  of  Huntley,  at  the  skirmish  of  Cor- 
richie,  Morton  was  rewarded,  for  such  a  jour-* 
ney,  and  such  hazards :  On  the  7th  of  January 
1662-3,  he  was  appointed  chancellor,  in  the 
place  of  Huntley.*  When  the  parliament 
passed  an  act  of  oblivion,  for  the  violences,  the 
villainies,  and  the  wrongs,  during  the  last  seven 
years  of  uncommon  perturbations,  Morton  was. 


I 
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■hip.  and  furtherance,  though  some  part  of  his  ioterpoEiitioB  1 
waa  in  respect  of  his  brother,  the  laird  of  Lochlevco's  inte- 
rest, who  was  placed  nest  in  the  entail  of  the  Earldom. 
Bannatyne'B  Journal,  490. 

■■  Godscroft,  281.  The  above  is  n  very  Important  passage, 
which  onght  ever  to  be  kept  in  view. 

•  Crawford  OffiL-pm  of  Slate,  il.-i. 
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naturally,  appointed,  with  Murray,  and  Mait^ 
land,  and  other  guilty  chiefs,  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  As  chancellor,  Morton  was  now  in  a 
situation,  to  ask,  and  obtain,  a  charter  of  con- 
firmation of  the  earldom  of  Morton,  from  the 
Scotish  Queen,  in  October  1564,  when  she  was 
now  twenty-one.'  But,  Morton  did  not  con- 
sider himself,  as  sufficiently  secure;  as  the 
Queen,  at  the  age  of  twenty- five,  might  still 
have  recalled  her  charter :  And,  we  shall  see 
him,  at  the  heaUng  Parliament  of  April  1567, 
obtain  a  complete  ratification  of  all  his  rights.' 
Being  now  double  sure,  Morton,  from  thence- 
forth, gave  fiill  scope  to  his  habitual  perfidy. 
At  that  epoch,  his  wife  was  still  alive,  though 
immured,  in  the  castle  of  Tamtallon,  under  the 
sad  misfortune  of  a  deranged  intellect.^ 

When  the  Queen  married  Darnley,  on  the 
29th  of  July  1565,  Morton  acted,  in  the  cere- 


^  Pari.  Rec.  764. 

s  Acta  Pari.  ii.  562^  for  the  ratification  to  Morton^  and 
p.  565^  for  the  ratification  to  the  Earl  of  Angus. 

^On  the  3d  of  May  1565>  Randolph  wroU  to  Cecil; 
Morton  is  so  misliked^  that  I  hare  not  heard  any  man  worse 
spoken  of :  He  is  now  in  hope^  that  the  Queen  will  give 
over  her  right  to  Angus:  But^  Randolph  seems  to  have 
forgotten,  that  in  December  1564,  he  had  written  to  the 
same  minister,  that  the  Queen  had  confirmed  Angus  to  the 
young  Earl.     Keith's  App.  162. 
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monial  of  the  nuptial  feast,  as  the  Queen's  car- 
ver. After  the  Queen's  marriage,  nothing  i-e- 
mained  for  Murray,  prompted  as  he  was  by 
Elizabeth,  but  submission,  or  revolt:  He  chose 
tlie  last  alternative  :  And  he  went  out  into  in- 
surrection, aided,  by  the  numerous  family  of 
the  Hamiltons.  Morton  acted,  on  that  occa- 
sion, a  very  different  part :  He  remained  in  the 
Queen's  councils,  to  betray  them :  He  com- 
manded the  Queen's  army,  on  purpose  to  mis- 
lead it :  And  when  Murray  led  bis  insurgents  to 
the  south  ;  Morton  conducted  the  loyalists  to 
the  north.  We  thus  perceive  Morton  acting  upon 
his  usual  principle,  of  making  surety  double 
sure  :  It  is  apparent,  then,  that  the  two  armies 
could  not  meet,  till  they  had  traversed  the  globe. 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  of  1565,  Mor- 
ton, seeing  that  Murray,  with  his  insurgents, 
had  arrived  safe  on  the  north-western  borders 
of  England,  left  the  Queen's  array.'  After  the 
Queen's  return  to  Edinburgh,  measures  were 
taken,  for  restoring  general  quiet,  in  which 
Morton  concurred  ;  because  he  knew,  that  his 
insurgent  friends  were  quite  safe.^      On  the 


'  On  tbe  11th  of  October,  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil, 
"  That  lie  knew  for  certain,  the  Earl  of  Morton,  and  Lord 
Ruthven,  were  enemies  to  the  Queen's  governnient,  and  only 
mnke  fair  weather,  until  it  come  to  the  pinch."  [An  unpub- 
lished di^ipatch  in  Ihe  Va\Kt  Oflice.]    *  Keith's  App  1 15-ir. 
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30th  of  October,  the  Queen  rode  to  Dalkeith,  to 
pay  a  visit  to  Morton,  for  a  few  days.  Of  thiis 
visit,  Randolph  said,  sneeringly,  ^^  that  it  would 
enrich  Lord  Morton,  who  would  be  a»  well 
pleased,  with  her  being  there,  as  I  am  of  my 
abode,  in  Eidinburgh."*  The  object  of  the 
Queen's  visit  was,  probably,  more  of  business, 
than  of  amusement,  at  such  a  season.  She  had  it 
in  contemplation  to  take  into  her  own  hands 
some  of  the  strongest  castles,  in  her  kingdom. 
He  did  not  probably  make  any  strong  objection ; 
as  he  was  already  meditating  resentment,  or 
relief:  And,  in  a  few  days,  he  followed  the 
Queen  to  Edinburgh,  where  a  council  was  held, 
wherein  it  was  determined  to  arrest  various 
persons,  and  to  seize  some  castles.™    Morton 


^  An  unpublished  dispatch  to  Cecil,  in  the  Paper  Office. 

■"  On  the  5th  of  November  1565,  Morton,  as  chancellor^ 
attended  the  Privy  Council,  when  bonds  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  of  suspected  persons,  in  Fife^  and  Lothian,  for  their 
good  behaviour  $  and  directions  were  given,  *^  for  delivering 
up,  when  required,  by  the  King,  and  Queen,  the  castles  of 
St.  Andrews  into  the  hands  of  Archbishop  Hamilton,  the 
castle  of  Tamtallon,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton, by  right  of  ward  [of  the  Earl  of  Angus]  and  the  castle 
of  Lochleven,  pertaining  to  William  Douglas  (another  of 
Morton*s  near  relations.)  Keith,  318.  Security  was  merely 
given,  to  surrender  those  castles^  on  the  4th  or  7th  of 
January.    lb.  226. 
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was  now  plainly  acting,  according  to  hU  uBual 
policy,  of  espying  the  times,  and  making  Jalr 
weather,  till  the  pinch  should  arrive.  On  the 
1st  of  December  1565,  Morton,  as  chancellor, 
attended  the  Privy  Council,  which  directed 
summonses  of  treason  to  be  issued  against  his 
friends,  Murray,  Argyle,  Glencairn,  Rothes,  and 
other  rebels,  to  appear  in  Parliament,  un  the 
4th  of  Februai-y  then  next.'  Thus,  did  Mary 
attempt,  to  strengthen  her  government,  which 
appeared  triumphant,  at  the  end  of  1565.  Dut, 
nothing  could  be  more  hollow  than  such  ap- 
pearances. She  had  no  regular  army,  and 
scarcely  a  sufficient  guard,  for  her  palace  ;  Her 
government  may  be  said  to  have  consisted  of 
herself,  Darnley,  a  silly  youth,  and  Lennox,  a 
weak  man :  Her  chancellor,  Morton,  was  able, 
artful,  enterprizing,  and  perfidious,  who,  as  we 
have  seen,  was  her  enemy,  and  Murray's  friend. 
Her  Secretary,  Maitland,  was  still  more  able, 
artful,  enterprizing,  and  perfidious,  who  was 
more  attached  to  Elizabeth  than  to  her,  was 
more  Mnrrmfs frietid,  than  her  servant.  The 
inferior  officers  of  state,  who  were  all  utterly 
uoprincipled,  were  the  mere  dependants  on 
Murmy,  though  they  were  appointed  to  prose- 
cute him.     And  the  expatriated  Dobles  lurked  j 


"  Keilli,  118-ao 
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in  Northumberland^  where  they  were  counter 
naneed,  by  the  English  administration;  and 
whence  they  intrigued  with  the  Seotish  people. 
In  this,  state  of  things,  Mortpn  took  the  lead> 
in  forming  a  very  wide  conspiracy^  which  had, 
for  its  end,  two  great  objects  ;  the  return,  and 
pardon,  of  the  expatriated  peers  ;  and  the  fur- 
ther safety  of  the  religion.^  The  means,  for 
accomplishing  those  objects,  were ;  1st.  to 
delude  Darnley^  with  the  hopes  of  being  sole 
king,  for  his  life,  to  act  against  the  Queen,  bis 
wife,  by  seizing  her,  in  her  palace ;  to  assassi- 
nate, in  her  presence,  her  private  secretary, 
Rizzio ;  and  in  the  midst  of  this  explosion,  to 
dissolve  the  Parliament,  which  was  to  attaint 
Murray,  and  his  friends,  who  were  to  return, 
in  the  midst  of  the  intended  tumult.  In  all 
those  objects  and  means,  the  clergy,  with  Knox, 
at  their  head,  zealously  concurred.  And,  by 
the  duplicity  of  Morton,  and  the  artifices  of 
Maitland,  all  suspicion  of  such  a  conspiracy 
were  kept  from  the  Queen's  knowledge. 

In  order  to  give  time,  for  the  complete  for* 
mation  of  this  terrible  plot,  the  Parliament,  on 
the  4th  of  February  1566-6,  was  adjourned  to 


o  Morton^  and  Ruthven,  avowed  these  two  objects^  in  their 
well  known  letter  to  Throckmorton,  of  the  2d  of  April  \S66, 
in  Goodall^  i.  265. 
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the  7th  of  March,  and  the  summonses  against 
Murray,  and  his  friends,  were  continued  to  the 
12th  of  March.'  The  Parliament  did,  ac- 
cordingly, assemble,  on  the  7th  of  March,  the 
day,  to  which  it  was  adjourned ;  the  Queen 
meeting  it  in  state,  and  making  it  her  speech  ; 
while  Darn  ley,  refusing  to  attend  her,  went  to 
Leith,  for  his  amusement.' 

This  great  conspiracy,  at  length,  burst  upon 
the  Queen's  palace,  while  she  was  at  supper 
with  her  usual  attendants,  on  Saturday  the  9th 
of  March  1565-6.  Holyrood-house  was  sur- 
rounded  by  500  armed  men,  who  were  com- 
manded, by  Morton,  the  Chancellor,  assisted  by 
the  lords  Ruthven,  and  Lindsay.  The  war-cry 
which  was  raised,  on  that  boisterous  night,  was 
a  Douglas!  a  Douglas!  a  Douglas!  And, 
there  were,  indeed  present,  at  this  treasonous 
attempt,  a  dozen  Douglasses,  with  Morton,  as 
their  chief.  He  commanded  every  where,  and 
placed  guards,  at  every  apartment,  and  in  every 
passage;  so  that  the  Queen  was  completely 
made  captive;  the  courtiers  making  their  es- 

'  Keith,  326.  MelviU  says,  in  his  Mem.  6vo.  edit.  138> 
that.Vorton,  RuthvcD,  Lindsey,  and  other  friendsuf  the  rebel 
lorda  ;  in  order  to  prevent  their  forfeiture,  consulted  together 
how  to  get  the  Parliament  stayed,  and  to  make  a  change  at 
court }  and  he  intimates  tliat  some  had  special  renfious  to 
feur  Ifac  sitting  of  ParliBmcnU  '  Kdlh,  331. 


4 
4 


the  Regent  Morton.']    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         425 

cape,  by  every  means.  Darnley  led  the  way 
to  the  Queen*8  closet ;  followed  by  Lord  Ruth- 
yen,  and  George  Douglas,  his  favourite  ;  And, 
it  was  reserved  for  this  cut-throat,  with  the 
King*s  dagger,  to  strike  Bizzio,  the  wretched 
victim  of  their  odious  guilt,  while  clinging  to 
the  Queen's  garments.'  On  the  morrow,  being 
Sunday,  the  10th  of  March,  Darnley  issued  a 
proclamation,  by  his  own  authority,  which  was 
too  readily  obeyed,  to  prorogue  the  parliament/ 
In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  MuiTay, 
Rothes,  and  their  expatriated  compeers,  arrived, 
at  Ilolyrood-bouse,  where  Darnley  received 
them,  as  friends.  The  time,  and  circumstances, 
of  their  arrival,  evince,  that  they  had  been  pre- 
viously informed  of  this  privj/  conspiracy/.  Mur- 
ray, soon  after,  had  an  interview  with  the 
Queen,  who,  in  her  captive  state,  received  him, 
with  her  usual  grace.  And  Murray,  afterward, 
retired  to  rest  in  the  friendly  mansion  of  Mor- 
ton, as  his  safest  residence. 

On  the  following  day,  Murray,  Morton,  and 
other  nobles,  held  a  council,  to  determine  on 
ulterior  measures  :*     In  the  spirit  of  their  con- 


^  MelviU*6  Mem.  129 :  The  Queen's  interesting  account 
of  that  barbarous  deed^  is  in  Keith,  331. 
•  lb.  332  s  App.  126. 
^  Knox,  394,  specifies,  as  present,   at   that   treasonous 
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spiracy,  ihey  now  resolved,  to  imprison  the 
Queen,  in  Stirling  castle,  till  she  should  approve, 
in  parliament,  of  their  whole  enterprizes,  esta^ 
blish  their  religion,  and  give  the  King  the 
crown  matr'imoiual,  witii  the  whole  govern- 
ment.' The  Queen  then,  was  to  be  dethroned, 
for  the  notable  purposes  of  those  conspiriitors, 
with  her  husband  at  their  head.  In  this  manner, 
were  to  be  accomplished  the  objects  of  this  cod- 
spiracy,  by  a  captive  Queen,  and  a  dislocated 
constitution  \  I 

But  this  traitorons  resolution  was  soon  dis* 
concerted,  by  a  wondrous  change  of  the  fatal 
scene.  In  the  night  of  the  same  day,  the  Queen, 
by  great  efforts  of  address,  and  resohition,  in- 
duced Darnley,  to  flee,  with  her.  to  Dunbar- 
castle,  where  she  was  soon  surrounded  by  her 
affectionate  nobles."  In  consequence  of  the 
Queen's  eseape,  on  the  morrow,  the  conspirators 
held  another  council,  in  Morton's  bouse,  where 
they  now  determined,  with  the  usual  assurance 
of  ultimate  success,  to  send  Lord  Sempil  to 
Dunbar,  with  a  request,  that  the  Queen  would 
subscribe  those  Articles,  which  had  been  pre- 


COUDCil,  £ennox,  Murray,  Morion,  lUithcaj  Butbven,  Liuil«< 
say,  Boyd,  nnd  UchUlree.  "  Keith,  332. 

*  lb.  &SS.  Thither,  the  guilty  licnnos  repaired  to  her^  I 
whose  in^titude  bad  forgotten,  wliilc  iotriguing  withj 
Morton,  that  he  owed  bis  all  tu  llio  Quecii'e  beneficence. 
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seated  to  her,  while  she  was  a  prisoner  in  Holy-^ 
rood-house.  Sempil  was  detained  three  days  \ 
and,  in  the  end,  was  sent  back  with  the  Queen's 
refusals  From  Dunbar- castle,  she  summoned 
all  her  faithful  lieges,  to  assemble  in  arms,  to 
meet  her,  on  the  16th,  the  17th,  and  the  18th  of 
March,  at  Hadington,  and  Musselburgh,  as  she 
marched  to  Edinburgh/  It  was  now  perceived, 
by  Morton,  and  his  associates,  in  the  late  con- 
spiracy, that  the  Queen  had  taken  her  measui-es. 
And,  on  Sunday,  the  17th  of  March,  the  Chan- 
cellor, the  Secretary,  M*Gill,  the  Lord  Clerk 
Register,  Ballentine,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk, 
Knox,  the  Reformer,  with  Lords  Ruthven  and 
Lindsay,  fled,  by  various  ways,  to  the  treacher- 
ous borders  of  England/  On  the  18th  of 
March,  the  Queen,  and  Darnley,  entered  Eklin- 
burgh,  at  the  head  of  8000  men  ;  when  the 
Queen  entered  the  castle,  as  her  safest  abode/ 

y  Keith's  App.  129.  »  lb.  130. 

•  Keith,  S33 ;  Melvill,  132 ;  Kuox,  395  :  Among  the 
guilty  fugitives  were  George  Douglas^  the  bastard  of  Angus, 
William  Douglas  of  Whittingham,  and  his  brother,  Archi- 
bald, the  parson  of  Douglas,  William  Douglas,  of  Lochle- 
ven,  nine  other  Douglases,  with  other  adherents  of  Morton, 
Archibald  Douglas  was  one  of  the  murderers  of  Darnley, 
and  collusively  acquitted.  Arnot*s  Crim.  Trials.  See  his 
letter  to  the  Queen,  in  Goodall,  i.  281. 

^  Knox,  395. 
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On  ber  way  to  Edinburgh,  Mary  pardoned 
Murray,  and  his  associates,  for  their  rebellion, 
at  the  same  time,  that  Morton,  and  his  adhe- 
rents, were  obliged  to  flee.  The  Ektrl  of  Hunt- 
ley, on  the  20th  of  March,  was  appointed 
Chancellor,  in  the  place  of  Morton,  and  on  the 
same  day,Darnley,  disavowed,  by  proclamation, 
his  concern,  in  the  conspiracy,  though  he  avow- 
ed his  desire,  for  the  return  of  Murray,  who 
had  opposed  his  marriage,  by  rebellion ;  while 
he  murdered  Rizzio,  that  had  promoted  it.* 

The  correspondence  of  Randolph  with  Cecil, 
had  prepared  Elizabeth  to  hear  of  some  great 
event.  Her  ministers  had  previous  information 
of  the  late  conspiracy,  with  the  objects  of  it.* 
Randolph,  Elizabeth*s  agent,  seems  to  have 
retired,  from  Ekiinburgh,  to  Berwick,  a  few 
days  before  the  fatal  explosion,  on  the  9th  of 
March.  Morton,  and  Ruthven,  followed  him 
thither,  on  the  17th.  And,  as  early  as  the  2d 
of  April  1566,  Elizabeth  wrote  to  Bedford,  her 


*  After  that  disavowal,  so  contrary  to  truth,  says  Knox, 
Damley  lost  his  credit  among  all  men.  Hist.  395. 

"^  There  is  in  Keith's  App.  167>  a  letter  from  Bedford,  and 
Randolph,  at  Berwick,  on  the  7th,  transcribed  from  the 
Cotton  Library :  which  proves  the  fSact  of  their  preidous 
knowledge ',  that  Morton,  Ruthven,  Lindsay,  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  the  conspiracy  -,  and  that  Damley  was,  merely, 
their  instrument  of  mischief. 
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lieutenant  in  the  nortb^  that "  she  is  willing 
Morton  may  stay,  in  England,  till  she  give  far- 
ther orders."'  They,  meanwhile,  endeavoured, 
to  engage  for  their  cause,  if  not  for  themselves,, 
many  influential  persons,  in  England ;  pretend- 
ing their  objects  to  have  been,  the  relief  of  their 
brethren,  and  the  benefit  of  Me  religion.^  While 
Cecil  favoured,  and  Elizabeth  countenanced^ 
the  conspirators,  the  most  dangerous  intrigues 
were  carried  into  efiect,  upon  either  side  of  the 
conterminous  borders/  Throughout  the  ensii 
ing  summer,  the  two  Queens  practised  their 
arts,  on  each  other ;  the  one  to  remove,  and  the 

*  Keith*8  App.  167.  On  the  same  day^  Mary  wrote  toEliza- 
beth^  pressing  her  to  remove  Morton^  and  his  associates,  from 
England  :  But,  after  giving  &ir  promises,  Elizabeth  allowe J 
them  to  lurk  about  Alnwick,  till  their  restoration,  which 
she  promoted,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Keith,  336  -,  Melvill, 
p.  136  ',  Godscroft,  292. 

'  See  their  letter  of  the  2d  of  April  1566,  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Throckmorton,  inGoodall,  i.  264. 

s  There  were  practices,  which  went  to  affect  the  life  of 
BothwcU.  Keith's  App.  167.  Bothwell  was  the  Queen's 
Lieutenant  on  the  borders  -,  was  the  chief  lord  of  Lidisdale, 
and  was,  therefore,  hated  by  the  borderers,  who  were  in- 
fluenced, by  Morton,  The  Elliots,  who  hated  Bothwell,  sent 
to  the  English  warden,  and  to  Bedford,  "  to  allow  them  to 
lie  five  or  six  days  on  the  English  borders  :**  This  was 
granted,  by  connivance,  Goodall,  i.  304,  from  the  Cotton 
Library,  Calig.  B.  x.  fol.  3S0. 

VOL.  III.  F  f 
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Other  to  retain  the  expatriated  traitois ;  while  J 
Mary  was  persecuted,  to  pardon  the  conspira- 
tors, who  had  defied  her  power,  and  endangered 
her  person. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Privy  Council,  sitting 
at  Edinburgh,  assisted  by  Murray,  and  Argyle, 
thought  fit  to  order  justice  to  he  done  on  all 
those,  who  committed  the  murder  of  Rizzio, 
or  were  suspected  of  that  crime  ;  while  others, 
who  were  less  guilty,  and  offered  themselves 
for  trial,  should  he  confined,  banished,  or  fined."* 
Of  the  500  persons,  who  were,  actually,  pre- 
sent, at  the  murder  of  Rizzio,  and  participated 
in  the  treason  of  restraining  the  Queen,  400 
were  shghted,  79  were  pardoned,  and  two  in- 
significant men  suffered  the  usual  pains  of  high 
treason.  Buchanan,  when  he  speaks  of  the 
seventy  of  the  proceedings  against  those  odious 
criminals,  talks  hke  an  historian,  who  was  either 
not  well  informed,  or  not  well  intentioned. 
The  chiefs  of  that  conspiracy,  particularly, 
Morton,  passed  into  Scotland,  where  they  were 
concealed,  by  their  fnends  ;  the  Privy  Council, 
on  the  8th  of  June,  directed  proclamations  to 
be  made  against  receiving,  or  supplying,  those 
conspirators,  and  particularly,  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton, Lord  Lindsay,  and  the  master  of  Ruthven,'  . 


'  Keith's  Ai)i>-  131. 


'  Keilh's  App    I3l-«. 
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On  the  Slst  of  May^  Morton  wrote  to  Randolph 
that  Elizabeth  will  not  allow  him,  and  his 
associates,  to  remain,  in  England;  and  he 
wished  Randolph  to  grant  them  a  safe  condiM^, 
and  to  intercede  with  the  Scotish  Qaeen>  for 
their  return  home ;  considerifig  hmv  much  the^ 
had  done y  formerly y  for  the  Queen  of  EngUmi^ 
service.^ 

As  the  time  of  the  Qneen*s  confinement  a{K 
proached,  the  Elaris  of  Hnntley,  and  Bothwell, 
and  the  Bish<^  oi  Ross,  advised  her  to  impri«» 
son  Murray,  during  so  dangerous  a  period ; 
saying  that  they  were,  assuredly,  advertised 
that  he,  and  his  dependants,  were  resolved  to 
bring  in  the  banished  lords,  before  she  should 
be  restored  to  her  health:  Mary  mentioned 
this  to  Melvill,  the  partizan  of  Murray,  whose 
gratitude  forgot  what  his  resentment  remem* 
bered.^  When  Melvill  communicated,  to  Eli* 
zabeth,  the  unwelcome  news  of  Mary's  delivery^ 
he  thanked  her,  in  the  name  of  his  mistress, 
for  putting  away  those  conspirators,  though 
there  were  reports,  that  some  of  them  were 
still  entertained,  secretly,  in  England :  Eliza- 
beth affirmed,  with  her  usual  effrontery,  that 


^  lb.  169,  from  the  documenta,  in  the  Cotton  Librarjr. 
Bedford  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  3d  of  August. 
1  Melviirs  Mem.  67. 
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they  Iiad  been  ordered  out  of  her  dominions  ; 
and  if  it  should  be  discovered,  that  her  direc- 
tions had  not  been  enforced,  rigorous  punish- 
ment should  follow.'"  Elizabeth,  on  her  part, 
complained  of  disorders  on  the  borders :  and 
Mary  required  her  agent,  Melvill,  to  signify  to 
her  good  sister,  her  firm  beUef,  "  that  it  waa 
the  principal  officers,  on  both  sides,  who  were 
the  special  instruments  of  those  disorders ; 
taking  occasion  upon  the  late  troubles ;  when  she  . 
might  not  so  well  take  order  with  them.""  The 
truth  is,  that  the  English  wardens  had  encou- 
raged those  disorders,  in  order  to  conceal  Mor- 
ton's practices;  and  the  great  clans  of  the 
Scotish  borders,  with  Lord  Home,  at  their  head, 
had  taken  part,  lately,  with  Murray,  and  now 
adhei'ed  to  Morton." 

The  Queen's  principal  ministers  persevered 
in  their  endeavours,  to  obtain  the  restoration 
of  those  nobles,  who,  by   the  most  horrible 


■"  Mel.  Mem.  'O.  The  fact  is,  that  Elizabeth  ordered 
Morton,  and  the  other  conspirators,  to  quit  Englanil  :  But, 
they  were  protected  by  Cecil,  and  they  only  pretended  to 
depart.     Documents  in  ihe  Paper  OlEce.         "  Ih.  73. 

1  Knox,  393  ;  Goodoll  i.  380,  from  the  Cotton  Library, 
Calig.  B.  10  :  and  "  these  dans,"  as  Bedford  intimated  to 
Cecil,  CD  the  3d  of  August,  were  resolved  to  withstand 
Bothwell,  the  Queen's  Lieutenant,  unless  the  Queen  should 
come  in  person."  Iil. 
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crimes^  had  obtained  the  return,  and  pardon, 
of  the  ambitious  Murray,  and  his  guilty  asso- 
ciates. They  successfully,  attacked  the  Queen's 
sensibilities  at  the  baptism  of  James. 

Morton,  thus  restoi-ed,  went  from  England 
to  Whittingbam :  and,  here  was  he  met,  about 
the  20th  of  January  1566-7,  by  Bothweli^  and 
Maitland,  with  a  familiarity,  which  plainly  im* 
plied  some  previous  communications,  upon  the 
momentous  business  of  the  king's  murder.  This 
is  so  important,  that  Morton  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  tell  his  own  story,  as  he  told  it  himself,  on 
the  fatal  scaffold,  to  the  Edinburgh  ministers^ 
which,  he  said,  was  the  truth,  as  he  should 
answer  to  God.     ^^  After  my  returning  out  of 
England,  when  I  was  banished,  for  David's 
slaughter,  I  came  out  of  Wedderburn,  to  Whit- 
tingbam, where  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  I^ 
met  together ;  and  in   the  yard  of  Whitting- 
bam, after  long  communing,  the  Earl  of  Both- 
well  proponed  [proposed]  to  me  the  purpose  of 
the  King's  murder ;  requiring  what  would  be 
my  part  therein;  seeing  it  was  the  Queen's 
mind,  that  the  King  should  be  taken  away; 
because,  as  she  said,  she  blamed  the  King  more 
of  David's  slaughter  than  me :  my  answer  to 
the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  at  that  time,  was  this  : 
that  I  would  not  in  any  ways  meddle  with  that 
matter ;  yet,  for  this  cause^  that  I  am  but 
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newly  come  out  of  a  great  troable,  whereof  I 
am  not  ridd ;  being  prohibited  to  come  near 
the  courts  by  several  miles,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  enter  myself  in  such  a  new  trouble 
again.  After  this  answer,  Mr.  Archibald  Doug- 
las entered  into  conference  with  me,  on  that 
purpose :  persuading  me  to  agree  to  the  Earl 
of  Bothwell.  Last  of  all,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell, 
yet  being  in  Whittingham,  earnestly  proposed 
the  said  matter  to  me  again ;  persuading  me 
thereto ;  because,  be  knew,  what  was  the 
Queen's  mind ;  and  she  would  have  it  to  be 
done.  I  desired  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  to  bring 
the  Queen's  handwrit  to  me,  for  a  warrant ; 
[for  women  will  both  say,  and  gainsay ;]  and 
then,  I  should  give  him  an  answer,  otherwise, 
I  would  not  meddle  therewith:  The  which 
warrant  he  never  reported  unto  me," 

This  confession,  which  is  certainly  very  cu- 
rious in  itself,  says  not  a  word  about  the  cas- 
ket, and  letters,  which  Morton,  affirmed,  and 
swore,  that  he  had  found  on  Dalgleisb;  and 
which  are  so  interesting,  at  present,  from  their 
connection  with  the  Queen's  fame.  The  rea- 
son why  no  written  warrant  was  ever  reported 
to  Morton  was,  that  Bothwell  had  none,  as 
low  down,  as  the  epoch  of  that  meeting,  about 
the  20th  of  January  1566-7.  And  the  silence 
of  the  confession,  with  respect  to  the  casket. 
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and  letters^  demonstrates,  that  the  story  told» 
and  sworn,  by  Morton,  about  the  finding  <tf 
them,  was  altogether  fictitious.  The  ministers, 
who  took  tat  confession,  at  the  death  of 
Morton,  seem  to  have  thought  as  much.  It  is 
an  important  fact,  however,  that  Maitlandp 
whom  we  have  seen  attainted  by  Parliament, 
as  guilty  of  the  King's  murder,  was  actually 
present  with  Bothwell,  and  Morton,  at  Whit- 
tingham,  about  the  taking  away  of  the  Queen*s 
husband. 

Bothwell,  with  a  dozen  i*etainers,  and  Archi- 
bald Douglas,  and  Sir  James  Balfour,  were  un- 
doubtedly, the  guilty  persons,  who  placed  the 
gunpowder  in  the  lower  apartments  of  Dam- 
ley's  lodging,  and  put  the  match  to  the  train, 
which  blew  up  this  never  to  be  forgotten  house. 
Bothwell,  by  being  present  in  person,  at  that 
guilty  scene ;  by  calling  out  so  many  depen- 
dants, and  servants,  to  assist,  in  that  daring 
deed ;  seems  to  have  little  feared  detection,  and 
to  have  thought  punishment  impossible,  from 
the  power  of  his  associates,  who  were  bound 
to  defend  that  odious  act.  That  murder  was 
attributed,  by  Holinshed,  as  plainly  as  he  could 
speak,  to  ^^  his  own,  but  unnatural,  and  rebel* 
lious  people.''  Camden,  who  seems  to  have 
seen  the  guilty  bond  of  the  conspirators,  attri- 


butes  more  specifically  the  act  of  Bothwell  to 
the  management  of  Murray,  and  Morton.' 

It  was  immediately  whispered,  in  Edinburgh, 
that  Bothwell  was  not  quite  free  fi-oni  guilt,  id 
that  terrible  transaction.  Rumour  soon  re- 
peated, that  Bothwell  was  the  chief  assassin. 
Contrary  rumours  were  purposely  reported. 
Placards  were  now  affixed  to  tlie  pubUck  places 
of  that  city,  charging  Bothwell  with  the  crime 
of  murdering  Darnley,  and  including  others, 
who  were  not  guilty, 

Such,  tlieu,  was  the  consummation  of  one  of 
the  principal  points,  arising  out  of  that  subtile, 
and  well  conducted  conspiracy,  by  the  popular 
chiefs,  against  Darnley,  for  the  Queen's  ruin,  by 
the  villany  of  Bothwell,  the  management  of 

'  Chnm.  of  Scotland,  3B1.  Mist  Elk.  Origin.  110  i 
Trans.  9S-S  :  Mortan  is  said,  indeed,  by  the  historian  of 
the  Douglases,  la  liave  kept  at  home  [Dalkeith]  on  that 
fatal  day  ;  "  Seeing  what  a  fearfwl  tragedy  was  like  to  be 
acted  al  t-ourt,"  Godscroft,  292  -  It  is  said  by  Man,  the 
Editor  of  Buchanan,  p.  557,  that  MortoTi,  after  visiting  the 
young  Earl  of  Angus,  at  St.  Andrews,  went  thence  to 
Abernetliie,  in  Strallierne,  un  estate  of  Angus,  "  where  he 
was  at  the  time  of  Darnley's  murder."  Uut,  Godscroft  i» 
the  best  authority.  It  might  well  answer  the  obvious  pur- 
pose of  popular  delusion,  la  go  uut  of  the  way,  on  such  oc- 
casions, in  that  ngc  i<f  ])lot3 ;  but,  at  present,  such 
Lumstanee  Is  a  proof  of  their  concernment. 
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Morton,  and  by  the  countenance  of  Elizabeth, 
and  the  artifices  of  Burghiey.  It  was,  also,  an 
essential  part  of  that  conspiracy  to  make  Lennox, 
the  father  of  Darnley,  an  actor  who  had  joined 
his  son  in  the  murder  of  Rizzio,  and,  was,  there- 
by, involved  in  the  treason  against  the  Queen ; 
who,  by  her,  was  pardoned,  for  both  ;  and  who 
now  came  forward,  to  cry  out  for  justice  against 
the  King's  murderers,  and  after  charging  Both- 
well,  as  one  of  the  principal  murderers,  to  re- 
linquish the  prosecution,  when  the  trial  ap- 
proached. The  12th  of  April  was  the  day, 
which  was  appointed,  for  the  trial  of  Bothwell ; 
and  due  notice  was  given  the  injured  Lennox^  to 
attend  with  the  whole  proofs  of  his  weighty 
charge.  He  came  forward,  from  Glasgow,  on 
the  11th,  to  Stirling  ;  when  he  resolved  to  pray 
for  a  delay,  and  to  request  Elizabeth,  for  her 
support  of  his  prayer.  The  court  was,  how- 
ever, held,  on  the  appointed  day,  by  the  Ekirl 
of  Argyle,  the  Justice  General,  who  had  joined^ 
in  Murray's  rebellion,  agmnst  Mary's  marriage, 
with  Darnley;  and  who  was  pardoned  with 
that  treasonous  chief.  He  was  supported,  by 
four  assessors,  who  had  the  same  principles, 
and  connections.  Lord  Lindsay  had  been  in- 
volved in  the  guilt  of  Rizzio's  assassination,  and 
the  Queen's  constraint ;  and  had  been  pardon- 
ed with  Morton  for  that  murder,  and  treason : 
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Balnavis  was  one  of  the  assassins  of  Cardiaal 
Beaton,  and  bad  been  pensioned,  by  the  pro- 
tector Somei'set,  for  his  crime  :  The  other  as- 
sessors, the  whole  officei'S  of  state,  and  the 
noble  jurymeu,  were  all  partizans  of  Murray.' 
But,  above  all,  Morton,  who  knew  the  guilt  of 
Bothwell,  and  was  himself  guilty,  appeared  ia 
court,  by  the  side  of  Bothwell,  to  countenance 
the  criminal,  and  to  prompt  his  defence.  As 
neitherprosecutor.nor  witness, appeared  against 
Bothwell,  he  was  of  course  acquitted,  by  a  jury 
of  Murray's  friends,  and  by  judges  of  his  fra- 
ternity. 

The  Parliament,  which  was  called,  in  coinci 
dence  with  that  trial,  assembled  on  the  14th  of 
the  same  nmntb.  Botliwell,  as  he  was  now 
deemed  innocent,  by  his  acquittal,  acted  a  con- 
spicuous part:  Morton,  as  one  of  theLiords  of 
Articles,  bore  great  sway ;  and  as  all  parties 
concurred  in  its  proceedings,  it  may  be  called 
a  heahng  Parliament.  As  reformers,  the  mem- 
bers renounced  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pope  ; 
and  gave  universal  toleration.  The  Queen 
being  now  five-iind-twenty,  openly  assented  to 
many  acts  of  confirmation,  for  defective  titles, 
and  of  restoration  of  outlawed  persons,  for  for- 
mer misdeeds.     The  Scotish   writers  suppose. 


I 
i 


1  See  Tyltcr's  Enquiry,  ch.  i 
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this  Parliament  to  have  been  chiefly  held  to 
promote  the  aims  of  Botfawell :  But,  the  &ct 
is,  that  this  Parliament,  constitutional  as  it 
was,  in  its  meeting,  and  proceedings, was  made^ 
by  the  conspirators,  the  very  pivot,  on  which 
much  of  their  success  was  made  to  turn.  Mur- 
ray had  his  earldom,  and  tte  lands  of  Strath- 
lee,  confirmed  to  him.  Morton  bad  his  earl- 
dom confirmed ;  as  well  as  the  earldom  of 
Angus;  about  which  the  interested  heart  of 
Morton  had  been  so  often,  and  anxiously,  con- 
cerned :  Being  thus  securad,  in  their  titles,  the 
conspirators  could  now  wade  through  the  em- 
barrassments of  their  country,  with  more  ease, 
and  effect  the  objects  of  their  conspiracy,  with 
more  success.  The  E^rl  of  Rothes,  the  foreman 
of  the  assize,which  acquittedBothwell,  had,  also, 
a  confirmation  of  his  title.  Lord  Cathness  ano* 
ther  of  that  assize,  had  also  his  office  of  Justi- 
ciary confirmed.  Bothwell's  estates,  and  offices, 
which  he  had  derived,  hereditarily,  from  his 
father,  and  grandfather,  were  confirmed,  as 
well  as  those,  which  he  had  himself  acquired. 
After  the  rising  of  this  Parliament,  all  parties, 
and  persons,  moved  more  easily,  under  the 
security,  which  they  derived,  from  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

Several  steps  of  the  conspiracy  of  Maitland, 
and  Muri-ay,  and  Both  well,  and  Moiton,  had 
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now  been  achieved:  Darnley  had  been  assasri-l 
nated ;  Bothwell  had  been  charged,  tried,  ac- 
quitted ;  and  the  Queen,  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  conspirators,  and  in  their  calumnies,  had 
been  implicated  in  the  disgrace  of  his  acquittal, 
which  they  had  obtained.  Another  step  of 
still  greater  importance  remained  still  to  be 
^ taken;  in  order  to  obtain  the  grand  cata- 
iBtrophe  of  the  whole  plot,  by  the  Queen's  mar- 
riage with  Botbwell.  For  this  end,  on  the 
eveniug  of  the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  the 
temporal  peers,  with  Morton,  at  their  head, 
subscribed  a  bond,  which  was  signed  by  the 
spiritual  Peei-s,  on  the  morrow,  [the  19th  and 
20th  of  April]  in  favour  of  Bothweli,  under  the 
same  collusive  management,  that  had  acquitted 
him.  This  abominable  bond  had  four  objects  ; 
(l)  to  declare  their  belief,  in  the  innocence  of 
Bothweli ;  (2)  to  defend  him,  in  case  he  should 
be  again  calumniated  ;  (3)  to  recommend  liim, 
as  the  fittest  husband,  for  the  Scotish  Queen  ; 
(4)  to  fortify  the  Earl,  if  he  should  be  gain- 
sayed,  in  such  a  marriage;  and  if  the  sub- 
scribers should  act  contrary  to  this  boud,  they 
agreed  never  to  have  any  credit  thereafter,  but 
to  be  accounted  faithless  traitoi-s.  Bothweli 
had  now  two  distinct  bonds  in  his  hands,  one^  ■ 
for  the  murder  of  Darnlcy  ;  and  the  other,  for  I 
the  marriage  of  the  Queen  ;  without  any  sus^l 
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picion,  that  be  was  made  the  mere  dupe  of  the 
designs  of  wickeder  men  than  himself;  and 
without  suspecting  that  his  ambitious  aims 
would  end,  in  his  own  destruction^  and  the 
Queen's  ruin.     Thus  strengthened,  and  thus 
urged,  to  his  destiny,  Bothwell  on  the  24th  of 
the  same  month,  with  an  armed  force,  seized 
the  Queen,  with  Huntley  her  Chancellor,  and 
Maitland,  her  secretary,  and  Melvill,  her  cour- 
tier, and  others,  at  the  Foul  briggs,  on  her  re- 
turn from  Stirling,  to  Edinburgh ;  and  car- 
ried them,  forcibly,  captives  to  Dunbar*castle. 
"  There,'*  says  Melvill,  who  was  present, "  Both- 
well  boasted,  he  would  marry  the  Queen,  who 
would,  or  would  not ;  yea  whether  she  would 
herself,  or  not.     Afterwards,*'  Melvill  adds, 
^^  the  court  came  to  Edinburgh :  And  then,  the 
Queen  could  not  but  many  him,  seeing  he  had 
ravished  her ;  and  lain  with  her,  against  her 
will.'*    Bishop  Lesley  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timent, in  less  simple  language,  and  of  course 
with  less  force  :  "  The  Queen,  after  Bothwell's 
acquittal,  not  suspecting  any  thing  of  his  guilt, 
yielded  to  that,  to  which  those  crafty  heads, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  time,  as  then  to  her 
seemed,  did,  in  a  manner,  enforce  her."' 


«  Birrers  Diary ;  MelvilVs  Mem.  79  j  Acta  Pari.  ii.  p.  5- 
6-7. 
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The  Queen,  accordingly,  married  Bothwell, 
on  the  15th  of  May  1567.  And  now  was  con- 
summated the  conspiracy,  which  had  been 
formed,  by  the  moat  artful,  and  wicked  of  men, 
for  Bothwell 'a  destruction,  and  the  Queen's 
ruin. 

The  treasonous  intei'ception  of  Mary  by  Both- 
well,  was  the  signal  for  the  associated  nobles 
to  meet,  at  Stirling.  They  were  the  principal 
jiobiliti/  :  according  to  Cecil,  as  we  have  seeii ; 
the  prime  nobility,  saith  Knox  :  And,  they  sent 
a  message  to  the  Queen,  to  know  whether  she 
had  been  seized  by  force,  and  carried  to  Dun- 
bar against  her  will:  adding,  if  she  were  res- 
trained, they  would  come,  with  an  army,  and 
set  her  at  liberty.  Such  a  message  from  nobles, 
who  were  acting  under  Mortotis  manage- 
ment, was  plainly  captious  :  And  she  is  said  to 
have  answered,  that  she  had  been  carried  off 
against  her  will ;  but  that  she  was  courteously 
used  since  her  being  at  Dunbar.  They  ought 
to  have  repaired  to  the  Queen  with  their  forces, 
to  relieve  her.  But,  they  merely  sent  a  mes- 
sage, from  Stirling,  which  was  certainly  intend- 
ed, as  the  insidious  foundation  of  some  ulte- 
rior measures. 

While  Morton  continued  thus  busy,  in  form- 
ing a  conspiracy,  which  was  to  overturn  the 
Queen's  government,  she  made  a  new  arrange* 
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ment  of  her  Privy  Council,  which  tended  to 
strengthen  her  authority,  from  the  precedents 
of  the  minority  of  her  fisither,  and  from  the 
example  of  her  own  practice,  in  1562.  She 
first  filled  np  her  Privy  Council  with  new  mem- 
bers ;  and  she  afterwards  divided  the  whole 
into  separate  committees,  for  their  attendance, 
during  particular  periods.  Of  these  Privy 
Counsellors,  Morton  was  the  chief;  and  was 
at  the  head,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  confedera- 
tion, which  was  already  formed,  by  him,  in 
concert  with  Murray,  till  his  arrival  from 
France :  next  to  Morton,  in  that  association, 
of  traitors,  were  Argyle,  and  Athol,  who  were 
soon  after  joined  by  Lord  Boyd :  and  the  other 
chiefs  of  this  conspiracy  were  Glencairn,  and 
Mar,  Lindsay,  Ruthven,  Sempil,  and  Home. 
Secretary  Maitland,  and  the  Justice  Clerk, 
Bellenden,  remained  about  the  Queen,  to  learn 
her  secrets,  and  to  betray  her  counsels.  On 
the  23rd  of  the  same  month,  of  May,  the  Queen 
issued  a  fresh  proclamation,  in  favour  of  her 
protestant  subjects ;  but,  without  gaining  one 
friend,  or  obtaining  one  grain  of  confidence. 

In  the  meantime,  while  the  Queen  endea- 
voured thus  to  strengthen  her  administration, 
without  any  suspicion,  that  every  st^  she  took, 
she  trod  upon  a  well  charged  mine  of  great 
extent :  The  associated  lords  assembled  in  a 


4U  THE  LIFE  OF     [Mem.  VI.  Memoir  <;/'  ] 

secret  convention,  at  Stirling,  about  the  23fd  of 
May  1567.  Here,  tliey  I'esolved  to  dethrone 
the  Queen,  (ind  to  crowu  her  infant  son:  and 
for  these  ends,  tliey  entered  into  a  bond,  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  practice  of  that  atrocious  | 
age,  to  tie  the  conspirators  together.  They  ' 
resolved,  in  pursuance  of  those  purposes,  ta 
bring  their  forces  into  the  field.  The  firet  mo-  i 
live  of  their  insurrection  was  to  protect  the  i 
infant  prince,  who  was  injured  by  them,  before 
he  was  born ;  and  who  was  now  safe,  in  the 
custody  of  one  of  themselvea,  within  Stirling- 
castle.  The  next  ground  of  insurrection  was 
to  liberate  the  Queen,  from  the  restraint  of 
Bothwell,  when  she  was  no  longer  restrained. 
And,  thus  constantly  varying,  from  the  sugges- 
tions of  falsehood,  they  soon  took  a  third 
ground,  in  opposition  to  their  own  bond,  to 
bring  Bothwell,  and  others  to  justice,  for  Darn- 
ley's  murder  ;  while  their  own  leaders  were  the 
most  guilty  of  the  same  offence ;  Secretary 
Maitland,  in  concerting  it,  and  Morton, 
carrying  it  through;  who  were  both  convicted^ 
afterwards,  of  that  horrid  crime. 

While  the  professed  objects  of  those  perfi- 
dious nobles  were  thus  groundless,  their  real 
objects,  from  the  epoch  of  their  conspiracy,, 
were  the  dethronement  of  their  legitimate  so- 
vereign, and  the  coronation  of  her  infant  son^ 
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who  had  neither  any  title^  nor  any  fitness ;  ex- 
cept,  indeed,  for  evincing  the  necessity  of  a 
Regent.  We  might  see  if  they  were  obscure,  both 
those  points  established  by  the  intrigues,  and 
declarations  of  their  avowed  agent,  Sir  James 
Melvill.  The  noble  confederates  confided  their 
secret  to  their  practised  courtier,  when  they  em- 
ployed him,  as  a  proper  agent,  to  corrupt,  and 
gain  Sir  James  Balfour,  the  Queen's  Governor  of 
Edinburgh-castle.  As  the  Queen's  friend,  Mel- 
vill easily  obtained  entrance  into  the  interior  of 
the  castle,  and  utterance  to  the  ear  of  the  go- 
vernor. This  treasonous  negotiation  commenced, 
almost  as  early,  as  the  conspiracy  itself;  since 
its  success  depended  on  gaining  the  Governor 
of  Edinburgh-castle.  Melvill  has  detailed^ 
in  his  Memoirs,  without  reserve,  and  without 
shame,  the  various  arguments,  by  which  he 
corrupted  the  integrity  of  so  corrupt  an  officer, 
as  Balfour.  He  began,  by  insinuating,  that 
Bothwell,  having  become  suspicious  of  him, 
intended  to  deprive  him  of  his  charge.  Mel- 
vill, therefore,  conjured  Balfour,  to  prevent,  by 
prompt  resolution,  a  change,  which  would  be 
at  once  injurious,  and  disgraceful  to  so  trusty 
an  officer ;  to  prevent  both  the  injury,  and  the 
disgrace,  by  ^^  being  the  good  instrument  of, 
at  once,  saving  the  Queeriy  and  Prince,  and  of 
assisting  the  nobilitj/,  who  are  about  to  crown 
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the  Prince,  and  to  pursue  Botliwell,  his  enemy, 
for  Dainiey's  murder."  MelvUl  now  worked 
upon  the  fears  of  Balfour:  "  I  told  him,"  says 
he,  "  that  unless  he  took  part  with  the  asso- 
ciated nobles,  he  would  be  holden,  as  guilty  of 
the  King's  murder,  by  reason  of  his  long  fami- 
liarity with  Bothwell."  This  argument  had 
decisive  influence  on  the  guilty  mind  of  Bal- 
four. "  The  Governor,"  continues  Melvill, "  gave 
ear  to  ray  proposal ;  and  consented  to  join  in 
the  pursuit  of  Bothwell ;  on  condition,  that 
the  laird  of  Grange  would  engage,  to  protect 
him,  in  case  the  nobility  should  alter  upon  him" 
Melvill  now  acquainted  the  Earl  of  Mar  with 
his  success,  and  his  agreement.  The  good  will  of 
the  Governor  of  Edinburgh-castle,  being  thus 
gained,  it  was  easy  to  thrust  out  all  those,  who 
were  attached  to  the  Queen  ;»  and  alt  those  cir- 
cumstances opei-ated  to  assuage  the  popular 
fury,  till  the  nobles  could  convene,  for  pursuiog*^ 
the  murderers  of  Darnley ;  and  to  crown  th9- 
Prince ;  as  tliey  had  already  concluded,  at  a 
secret  meeting  among  themselves.  We  have 
thus  obtained  full  proof  from  Melvill,  who  was 
a  busy  actor,  in  the  guilty  scene,  of  the  secret 
meetings,  of  their  early  purpose  of  crotvning 
ike  Prince,  and  dethroning  the  Queen,  as  a 
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previous  measure.  Knox,  Buchanan,  and  Spot* 
tiswoode,all  relate  the  publick  professions  of  the 
confederated  lords,  but  say  not  a  word  of  their 
secret  resolutions. 

The  rebels  had  appointed  to  assemble  with 
their  forces  at  Liberton,  in  Mid  Lothian,  about 
the  8th  of  June ;  and  to  have  thence  begun 
their  rebellion,  by  surrounding  Holyrood- 
house  ;  seizing  the  Queen,  and  Bothwell,  and. 
possessing  themselves  of  her  metropolis.  But^ 
she  had  received,  meantime,  some  intimations 
of  their  designs;  and  with  her  husband,  she 
withdrew  to  his  castle  of  Borthwick,  on  the 
6th  of  June  ;  as  the  gates  of  Eklinburgh-castle 
had  been  shut  against  her,  by  the  profligate 
Balfour,  who  had  been  deluded  from  his  duty, 
by  intriguing  Melvill. 

On  the  day  of  rendezvous,  Morton  was  the 
first  to  appear  with  his  forces,  at  Liberton,  as 
he  was  the  head,  and  soul  of  the  whole  conspi- 
rators ;'  showing  by  his  alacrity,  that  he  was 
worthy  of  his  place,  in  such  an  insurrection. 
He  was  soon  joined,  by  Lord  Home,  and  some 
other  chiefs,  from  the  borders.  And,  their 
united  forces  now  amounted  to  about  2000 
horse.  The  other  conspirators,  who  assembled 
their  followers,  at  Stirling,  did  not  arrive  at  the 
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I  general    rendezvous,    on  the  appointed    day?l 
,  This  delay  was  attributed  to    Athol,  who  waffl 
I  either  amazed,  at  the  magnitude  of  the  under- 
taking, or  detained  the  while,  at  Stirling,  by 
[by  his  own  sluggishness  of  temper.     Morton, 
Land  Home,  resolved,  however,  not   to  remain 
[  inactive.     And  Home,  with  800  horsemen,  on 
the  night,  between  the  9tli  and  10th  of  June, 
beleaguered    Bothwell,   in    Borthwick-castle : 
But,  the  Queen  made  her  escape  to  the  castle 
of  Dunbar.     Disappointed  thus  of  such  a  prize. 
Home,  inarched  towards  Edinburgh,  where  he 
r  joined  Morton,  and  the  other  rebels,  who  had  fl 
L  length  arrived  from  Stirling,  and  appeared,  a 
the  gates  of  the  city,  with  a  force  of  3000  raei 
The  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  the  Earl  i 
Huntley,  the  Bishop  of  Ross,  and  the  Abbot  fl 
Kilwinning,  who  had  remained,  in  Edinburgh 
after  the  Queen's  retreat  to  Borthwick,  tried  t 
get  the  people  to  defend  the  city  against  thi 
insurgents  :  But,  as  they  favoured  the  conspl 
racy,  the  magistrates  could  only  order  the  gate 
to  be  shut.      The  rebels  entered,  by  St.  Mar] 
gate,  into  the  Canongate  ;  whence,  they  issued, ' 
on  the  same  day,  a  proclamation,  calling  them- 
selves the  noblUty,  and  council,  and  avowing 
their  purposes.     After  a  recital  of  falsehoods, 
they  declared  their  objects,  "  To  deliver  the 
Queen  from   her  thraldom ;  to  try  the  iiiuiwj 
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derers  of  their  late  King;  to  preserve  the 
prince ;  and  to  purge  the  nation  of  infamy : 
They  now  commanded  all  courts,  and  ministers 
of  justice,  to  sit,  and  act,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  notwithstanding  any  tumult,  or 
rumour,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  murderers  of 
the  late  King,  ravishers  of  the  Queen,  and  in- 
vaders of  the  prince's  body."  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  the  murderers  themselves,  the  most 
infamous  of  mankind.  While  nobles  acted 
thus,  it  was  plainly  impossible  to  free  the  land 
from  its  infamy.  On  the  same  day,  the  city  of 
Eklinburgh  sent  a  deputation  to  the  Queen; 
"  to  excuse  the  good  town,  for  their  part,  in 
^^  the  entering,  and  remaining  there  of  the  lords 
"  Athol,  Montrose,  Morton,  Mar,  Glencaim, 
^^  Home,  Lindsay,  Ruthven,  Sanquhar,  Sempil, 
"  and  the  lairds  of  TuIIibardin,  and  Grange, 
^^  "who  had  continued  in  arms,  for  the  punishing 
"  of  the  King's  murder,  and  for  putting  our 
"  sovereign  to  liberty ;  dissolving  her  marriage 
"  with  the  duke,  and  securing  the  Prince." 
Such  were  the  pretences  of  the  conspiratoi*s, 
and  the  delusions  of  the  citizens !  These  prin- 
ciples, the  city  orator  seems  to  have  borrowed, 
from  the  proclamation  of  the  nobles,  on  the 
same  day,  perfidious,  and  pretending,  as  it  was. 
On  the  morrow,  the  confederated  nobles 
entered  Edinburgh,  from  the  Canongate.  They 
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now  issued  another  proclamation,  calling  them- 
selves the  secret  council,  and  nobility ;  and  de- 
nouncing  Bothweli,  for  ravishing  the  Queen, 
and  warding  her  in  Dunbar  ;  for  cariying  her 
to  Edinburgh  with  an  armed  force,  and  marry- 
ing her,  by  an  illegal  contract ;  for  mnrdering 
the  late  King,  and  for  levying  forces,  to  no  other 
effect,  than  to  commit  the  same  murder  on  his 
son ;  Such  were  the  actions,  which  had  been 
promoted  by  Morton,  and  supported  by  the 
same  nobles !  For  these  several  causes,  the 
council,  and  nobles  charged  the  whole  liege  sub- 
jects of  the  Queen  to  join  their  standard,  at  I 
three  days  notice,  to  march  forward,  to  deliver  ' 
the  Queen's  noble  person  from  captivity;  to 
bring  Botliwell  and  his  accomplices  to  justice, 
for  murdering  the  King,  and  ravishing  the 
Queen ;  and  to  protect  the  Prince,  from  a  si- 
milar fate.  Such  were  the  three  objects,  which 
the  insurgent  nobles  avowed,  as  their  objects, 
on  the  ]2th  of  June  1567.  One  of  the  most 
obvious  reflections,  arising  from  both  those 
proclamations,  as  avowing  their  mofives  of  ac-  \ 
Hon ;  that  tliere  is  no  guilt  imputed  to  the 
Queen  :  She  is,  in  both,  considered  as  an  in- 
jured woman,  and  u  captive  princess ;  and  in 
both  these  chariicters,  is  she  declared  to  be  a 
object  of  protection,  and  relief.  Yet,  when  t 
lookback  ii|)on  llii'  past,  and  forward  to  lbm\ 
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future,  we  must  tura  away  fromt  those  procla« 
mations,  with  abhorrence,  as  sophistical  in 
their  reasonings,  and  perfidious  in  their  ^ms. 
In  aid  of  both,  however,  "  Sundry  libels  were 
"  set  up,  both  in  rhime,  and  prose ;  to  move 
^'  the  hearts  of  the  whole  subjects  to  take  part, 
"  in  so  good  a  cause."  The  outcry,  which  we 
may  remember  to  have  heard  on  Darnley*s 
murder,  for  involving  the  Queen,  in  general  in- 
dignation, was  now  redoubled,  in  every  pro- 
clamation, and  from  every  pulpit:  yet^  the 
people,  notwithstanding  those  various  efforts^ 
did  not  join  the  insurgent  nobles,  as  was  ex- 
pected ;  most  of  the  lords  being  adversaries  to 
the  object;  while  others  stood  neuter.  The 
rebels  were  ill  provided  with  arms,  artillery, 
and  ammunition.  From  all  those  causes,  they 
began  to  see,  that  their  cause  hung  in  doubtful 
scales;  and  fearing  for  the  success  of  their 
enterprize,  they  were  even  beginning  to  think 
of  relinquishing  their  treasonous  object,  till  a 
fitter  opportunity;  and  they  would  have  retii*ed 
from  the  field  of  action,  if  the  Queen  had  re* 
mained  a  few  days  longer,  at  Dunbar. 

Meanwhile,  the  Queen  was  not  inattentive  to 
her  interest,  and  safety.  From  Dunbar,  she 
issued,  on  the  12th  of  June,  proclamations, 
calling  out  her  lieges  from  the  adjacent  coun- 
try ;  and  great  numbers,  from  Lothian,  and 
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the  Mcrse,  soon  assembled  around  her  :*  Ani- 
mated by  their  presence,  the  Queen  was  so 
imprudent,  as  to  take  the  field  ;  without  wait- 
ing, for  the  junction  of  her  many  friends,  or  the 
distraction  of  her  insidious  foes. 

She  set  out,  from  Dunbar,  the  scene  of  so 
many  actions,  on  the  14th  of  June;  and  marched 
forward  to  Gladsmuir,  the  field  of  civil  conflicts, 
in  other  times  ;  Here,  was  a  proclamation  read 
at  the  head  of  her  army ;  pointing  out  the  false- 
hood of  the  rebels,  which  was  sufficiently  ob- 
vious, and  detecting  their  professions,  that  were 
unquestionably  false.  She  lamented  the  neces- 
sity, that  had  forced  her  to  take  arms,  for 
the  safety  of  her  life ;  and  she  trusted  to  the 
effectual  aid  of  her  subjects  against  rebels, 
who  had  put  themselves  in  arms  against  her, 
and  her  laws,  without  any  adequate  cause. 
It  required  not,  indeed,  the  energies  of  elo- 
quence, to  expose  the  falsehood  of  rebellion,  or 
to  detect  the  hollowness  of  the  perfidy,  with 
which  every  proclamation  of  the  rebels  abound- 
ed ;  the  genuine  emanations  of  Morton's  mind. 

The  Queen  lay,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  at 
Seatoun.  On  the  morrow,  she  led  her  army 
forward  to  Carberry-hill.  Meantime,  about 
midnight    of    the    14th,    intelligence    reached 
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Edinburgh  of  the  Queen's  movements.  The 
insurgents^  immediately,  marched  out,  to  meet 
the  royal  army.  When  the  rebels  thus  ap- 
proached the  Queen's  forces,  Le  Croc,  the 
French  Ambassador,  who  attended  the  Queen^ 
advanced  to  the  insurgent  chiefs,  in  order  to 
effect  an  accommodation :  He  assured  them, 
on  the  Queen  s  part,  that  she  was  desirous  of 
preventing  bloodshed,  among  her  people,  and 
wished  for  peace ;  and  for  those  ends,  she  offer- 
ed to  grant  them  particular  pardon,  and  general 
oblivion  of  what  was  past;  and  she  solemnly 
promised,  that  they  should  be  all  indemnified, 
for  taking  arms  against  her.  To  this  princely 
offer,  Morton,  in  the  name  of  his  associates, 
made  answer,  that  they  had  taken  arms  not 
against  the  Queen,  but  against  the  murderer  of 
the  King,  whom  if  she  would  deliver  to  punish- 
ment, or  exclude  him  from  her  company,  she 
would  satisfy  all  their  desires;  and  restore 
to  her  the  submission  of  her  subjects ;  but,  if 
she  refused  those  conditions,  no  peace  could  be 
made :  And  he  added,  with  the  assurance  of 
his  nature,  that  they  were  not  come  to  ask  par- 
don, but  to  give  it.  The  ambassador  perceiving, 
from  such  language,  that  the  insurgents  had 
other  objects  than  reconcilement,  withdrew, 
from  this  guilty  scene,  to  Edinburgh. 

Bothwell  now  dispatched  a  herald  to    the 
camp  of  the  insurgents ;  with  offers,  to  prove 
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his  innocence,  by  single  combat :  Murray,  of 
Tullibardiii,  and  bis  brother  James,  who  had 
placarded  Bothweil,  as  the  gnilty  person,  both 
proposed  to  fight  biin  ;  but,  the  challenger  ob- 
jected to  these,  us  unequal  to  him  in  rank  ■} 
whereupon,  Bothweil  challenged  Morton,  by 
name,  as  the  chief  of  the  insurgents  ;  and  he  is 
said,  to  have  accepted  the  challenge,  to  have 
appointed  the  conflict  to  be  on  foot,  and  the 
weapons  to  be  ticn-hamled  swords.  Lord  Lind- 
say now  interposed  ;  beseeching  Morton  to  al- 
low him  the  honour  of  proving  Both  well's 
criminality;  and  Morton  is  said  to  have  grati- 
fied bis  friend,  by  relinquishing  to  Lindsay  such 
an  honour ;  and  gave  him  the  two  handed  sword 
of  the  Earl  of  Angus,  who  is  known,  in  Scotish 
history,  as  Ac// /Aecu/ ;  a  deadly  weapon,  which 
Lindsay  wore  throughout  his  bloody  life.  The 
Queen  is  said  to  have  interposed.  But,  Morton 
was  the  peculiar  object  of  Botbweil's  challenge; 
{IS  he  knew  his  guilt,  and  bad  experienced  bis 
perfidy. 

In  the  midst  of  such  fashionable  fooleries,  the 
Queen  wished,  for  reconcilement,  rather  thai) 
bloodshed:  and,  for  this  end, she  dispatcheil  a 
herald  to  the  insurgent  chiefs,  to  request,  that 
the  laird  of  Grange  might  be  sent  to  her  camp, 
to    confer  with  her,   on  the   terms    of   peace. 
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Grange  waited  on  her,  with  full  powers,  to  treat  of 
amity.  He  began,  by  requesting,  \n  their  names, 
that  Bothwell,  as  a  suspected  person,  might  be 
obliged  to  retire,  from  the  field,  till  the  crime  of 
the  King's  death  might  be  inquiredinto;  and  that 
theQneen  would  join  them,  and  accept  the eoun* 
sel  of  her  nobles,  who  would  honour,  serve,  and 
obey  her,  as  their  sovereign.  To  this  proposal,  the 
Queen,  readily  assented,  upon  their  promise  of 
obedience.  WhereuponGrange  took  Bothwell  by 
the  hand,  and  desired  him  to  depart ;  engaging 
that  no  one  should  follow,  or  molest  him :  Both- 
well  now  departed,  finding  he  had  but  few  friends. 
The  Queen  was  thus  induced  to  join  the  insur- 
gents ;  and  when  she  met  Morton,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, he  said  to  her,  with  apparent 
reverence.  Madam !  here  is  the  place,  your  Grace 
should  be  in ;  and  we  will  honour,  serve,  and 
obey  you,  as  ever  the  nobility  of  this  realm  did 
any  of  your  progenitors  before  :  and,  they  im- 
mediately ratified  the  treaty,  which  had  just 
been  made,  by  Grange,  with  the  Queen,  in  their 
names,  and  by  their  authority.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  the  insurgents  was  now  obtained,  by 
freeing  their  injured  Queen,  from  thraldom. 

In  all  their  proclamations,  as  we  have  seen, 
they  declared  the  injury  done,  by  the  ravishment 
of  the  Queen,  and  her  freedom  from  captivity, 
as  the  aim  of  their  rising  in  arms.     As  the  chief 


456  THE  LIFE  OF         [Mmi.  VI.  Meinotr  of  I 

end  of  their  insurrectioD  had  been  now  obtained, 
nothing  remained  but  to  convey  the  Queen  to 
her  palace,  and  to  reinstate  their  sovereign,  in 
her  authority ;  considering;  that,  in  their  con- 
temptation,  the  Queen  was  innocent  of  any 
offence,  at  the  epoch  of  her  surrender,  on  the 
15th  of  May  1567.  As  the  Queen  was  not 
herself  perfidious,  she  did  not  suspect  any  per- 
fidy, in  nobles,  who  had  so  often  acted  perfi- 
dionsly.  The  very  first  act  of  Morton,  and  his 
associates,  in  contempt  of  their  treaty,  was  to 
conduct  the  unhappy  Queen,  all  covered  with 
dust,  and  bathed  in  tears,  by  a  shameful  pro- 
cession, with  a  flag  before  her,  representing  the 
death  of  Darnley,  along  the  crowded  streets  of 
Edinburgh,  to  the  Provost's  house.  On  the 
morrow,  (he  insurgents  displayed  the  same 
banner  before  the  windows  of  the  house,  in 
which  tlie  captive  Queen  had  been  confined, 
during  the  preceding  night.  This  display  evinced 
to  her  astonished  eyes  wliat  fate  awaited  her. 
The  tradesmen  of  Edinburgh  felt  for  theirfallen 
sovereign.  They  cried  out  shame,  and  ven- 
geance. They  were  about  to  unfurl  theirstand- 
ard  of  insurrection,  which  the  whole  tradesmen 
of  Scotland  were  bound,  by  Iheir  several  con- 
stitutions, tojoin,  and  support.  The  quick  eyes 
of  Morton  saw  his  danger,  from  the  pity  of  the 
women,  and  the  &pcars  of  tlic  men.     A  deputa. 
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tion  of  the  nobles  proceeded  to  pacify  the 
tradesmen :  they  gave  them  assurances^  "  that 
their  intentions  were  no  wise  to  thwart  their 
sovereign ;  and  that  they  meant,  immediately, 
to  restore  the  Queen  to  her  palace,  and  autho- 
rity :"  they  accordingly  removed  her,  from  the 
city,  to  Holyrood-house;  while  the  citizens,  sup- 
posing them  sincere,  quietly  dispersed.  Mean- 
while the  unhappy  Queen,  seeing,  at  length, 
the  insincerity  of  the  insurgent  nobles,  sent  her 
secretary, Maitland,  to  his  coadjutors  to  request, 
that  the  whole  estates  of  the  realm  might  be 
convened ;  as  she  was  willing  to  submit  to  their 
judgment,  for  any  thing,  which  might  be  laid 
to  her  charge,  she  being  present,  and  heard. 
But,  unprepared  as  they  yet  were,  for  such  a 
constitutional  meeting,Morton,andhis  abettors, 
utterly  refused  this  just  request.  During  the 
same  night,  the  Queen  was  ordered  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  Lochleven-castle,  to  which  she  was 
conveyed,  by  the  Lords  Lindsay,  and  Ruthven, 
two  of  the  bloodiest  nobles  of  a  savage  age,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  so  many  conspiracies,  and 
owed  their  guilty  lives  to  the  Queen's  benefi- 
cence. 

The  act  of  carrying  the  Queen  a  captive  to 
the  Provost's  house,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th 
of  June,  instead  of  conveying  her  to  her  palace, 
was  sufficiently  outrageous,  and  contradictory 
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to  tiieir  owo  treaty,  at  Carberry-hill :  but,  ttt  I 
commit  the  Queen,  in  the  night  of  tlie  16th, 


nlhout  c 


lant  of  ( 
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z  cause  assigned,  in  the  ivarr 
mitment,  was  still  more  violent,  contradictory 
to  Morton's  engagement,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  honour  of  Grange,  who  had  negotiated  lier 
defection  from  Bothwell,  on  the  expUcit  pro- 
mise of  being  received,  as  Queen,  and  obeyed 
as  their  sovereign.  They  felt  some  compunc' 
Hous  visilings  of  nature  :  and,  they  now  found 
it  necessary,  not  only  to  deceive  the  people, 
but  to  quiet  the  t^cruples  of  sucli  associates,  as 
Atbol,  and  Grange:  Athol  was  a  coadjutor  of 
gieat  weight,  who  had  shown  considerable  re- 
pugnance ;  and  Grange  was  a  soldiei-,  who 
would  not  tamely  compromise  his  honour.  A 
letter  was,  on  those  motives,  forged  for  the 
Queen,  on  this  occasion,  by  Maitland,  and  Mor- 
ton, probably,  which  they  pretended  the  Queen 
had  written  to  Bothwell,  the  night  of  her  cap<* 
tivity,  from  the  Provost's  house ;  avowing  her 
unalterable  attachment  to  that  unprincipled" 
man,  whom,  slie  is  made  to  call  /ler  dear  heart, 
and  whom  she  promises  never  to  forget :  and 
Morton,  and  his  abettor,  went  into  au  additional 
circumstance  of  ftilsehood,  by  asserting,  that 
she  bad  given  a  reward  to  one  of  her  guards, 
to  convey  her  epistle  to  Dunbar,  who  honestly 
brought  it  to  the  associated  nobles.     Tliough 
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this  supposed  letter  was  certainly  shown  to 
Grange,  who  was  not  quite  satisfied ;  yet,  the 
supposed  bearer  of  it,  who  might  have  been 
crossed-questioned,  was  neither  produced,  nor 
named.  When  the  momentary  purpose  was 
secured ;  the  letter  seems  to  have  been  cancel- 
led, by  the  same  hand,  that  forged  it :  It  was 
never  shown  to  Throckmorton,  while  he  car- 
ried on  his  discussions,  with  Morton,  and  his 
associates,  during  the  subsequent  month.  Ik 
was  never*mentioned,  during  the  tedious  con- 
ferences, in  England :  But,  though  the  letter 
was  not  produced,  as  a  document,  yet  Murray, 
with  his  Commissioners  at  York,  reasserted  the 
same  falsehood,  with  the  same  design  of  gain* 
ing  a  temporary  belief.  This  despicable  for- 
gery being  thus  abandoned  to  the  Ifate  of  impos*' 
ture,  was  not,  even  by  Buchanan,  adopted  into 
his  history.  Hume,  while  he  suspected  the  fa- 
brication of  the  letter,  adopted,  and  amplified 
its  falsehoods,  by  confounding  Murray's  asser- 
tionSy  with  the  contents  of  the  letter.  Robert- 
son embodied  into  his  history  the  falsehoods  of 
the  letter,  without  mentioning  it,  or  insinuat- 
ing any  suspicion  of  its  spuriousness. 

The  fact  is,  after  all  those  investigations,  that 

Morton,  and  his  abettors,  soon  relinquished  the 

fabrication^  but  long  retained  the  falsehood : 

The  prescient  Cecil,  on  the  2dth  of  June,  ten 
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It  is  now  time,  to  return  to  Mary,  and  to 
Morton.  Even  after  the  Scotish  Queeo  had 
been  confined  in  Loch leven -castle,  the  conspi- 
rators were  still  at  a  loss  what  to  charge  upon 
her,  what  to  decide,  and  where  to  proceed.  Oa 
the  16th  of  June,  the  day  of  her  commitment^  ■ 
they  entered  into  an  association,  which  has  ■ 
been  falsely  called  tht  Jirst  bond,  though  in 
fact,  the  secret  bond  was  the  first,  which  they 
made,  at  Stirling,  when  they,  originally,  con- 
spired, "  with  devilish  plots,"  the  Queen's  de- 
thronement. The  recital  of  this  second  bond, 
like  the  preambles  of  their  proclamations,  was 
full  of  contradiction,  and  falsehood :  And  yet 
has  those  recitations  been  embodied,  into  his- 
tory, as  the  most  absolute  verities.  In  what 
they  say  of  the  trial  of  Bothwell,  they  add  dis- 
simulation to  falsehood  ;  as  Morton  managed 
the  acquittal,  and  his  coadjutors  assisted  him. 
While  they  try  to  turn  the  publiek  indignation 
on  the  unhappy  head  of  Mary :  Yet,  do  they  not 
impute  any  crime  to  her,  whom  they  still  con- 
sider, as  their  sovereign  ;  and  whom,  they  stlU 
avow,  as  the  object  of  their  deliverance,  from 
Bothwell's  thraldom,  and  her  constrained  mar- 
riage ;  And  all  this  the  conspirators  avow,  with 
very  uncommon  assurance,  while  their  sove- 
reign was  their  own  prisoner  ;  and  might  have 
been  restored,  by  their  command,  to  her  palac^ 
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and  her  power.  At  the  end^  of  sixteen  days 
intrigue^  the  provost^  and  ma^strates  of  Edin* 
burgb^  adopted  this  confederacy :  on  the  2d  of 
July,  the  town  council  being  convened,  the 
Earls  of  Morton,  and  Athol,  presented  '^  the 
most  honourable^  and  Godlj/  band,  lately  made, 
and  subscribed,  by  the  nobility  of  this  realm  ;** 
which  being  read,  they  all  approved,  in  one 
voice.  The  same  town,  which  had  been  dis- 
posed, by  pity,  to  rescue  the  unhappy  Queen, 
were  induced  by  artifice,  in  less  than  three 
little  weeks,  to  confine  the  same  Queen  in  pri- 
son, on  false  pretences ;  and  to  dethrone  thdr 
innocent  sovereign,  without  any  real  cause: 
While,  the  same  miscreant,  who  had  managed 
the  acquittal  of  Bothwell,  now  made  use  of  the 
same  means,  to  deceive  the  metropolis  into  the 
guilty  aims  of  his  deceptions  measures. 

Two  days  after  the  Queen's  confinement,  in 
Lochleven-castle,  the  conspirators,  with  Mor^ 
ton,  at  their  head,  seized  her  plate,  jewels,  and 
moveables,  within  her  palace  of  Holyrood. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  20th  of  June 
1567,  which  will  always  be  memorable,  in  the 
memoirs  of  Morton,  and  of  Marj/  ;  as  the  epoch 
of  finding  her  silver  casket,  with  the  letters,  son- 
nets, and  contracts,  which  Morton  is  said  to 
have  intercepted ;  and  which  have  occasioned 
so  much  controversy.    The  finding  of  those 
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papers,  or  not,  depends  wholly  on  the  asser- 
tions of  the  most  profligate  of  men.  Yet,  were 
those  papers  of  th)it  importance,  as  to  be  made 
the  chief  ground  Of  a  revolution  :  Of  imprison- 
ing a  Queen  ;  of  depriving  her  of  sovereignty ; 
of  transferring  her  crown  to  her  infant :  And, 
yet,  there  were  no  collateral  circumstances 
collected,  and  ascertained,  for  satisfying  man- 
kind, that  papers  of  such  prodigious  import  had 
been  ever  found.  They  were  received  upon 
trust,  from  the  story  of  Morton.  When  this 
man  came,  in  the  progress  of  his  villany,  to 
make  his  confession  on  the  block  of  shame,  he 
said  not  a  word  of  those  papers;  at  least  nothing 
was  inserted  about  them,  by  the  clergymen, 
who  drew,  and  certified  his  confession  :  Yet,  in 
this  confession,  are  there  facts,  which  cast  much 
light  on  this  obscure  subject :  During  the 
anxious  month,  which  preceded  the  murder  of 
Darnley,  while  Bothweli,  continually,  solicited 
Morton,  to  countenance  that  odious  deed, 
Morton,  constantly,  asked  Bothweli,  for  some 
writing  of  the  Queen,  which  would  evince  her 
assent  to  her  husband's  murder :  Yet,  Both- 
well  never  communicated  to  Morton  any  writ- 
ing of  the  Queen,  which  would  have  been  so- 
important  to  Bothweli,  for  gaining  Morton,  to 
80  fatal  a  measure.  We  must  now  infer,  ae 
Morton  understood  the  matter  then,  that  Both- 


4 


I 

I 


the  Regent  Morton.']       THE  SCOTISH   QUEEN.  ^65 

well  really  had  not  any  writings  of  the  Queen. 
While  she  was  a  prisoner,  in  England,  the 
Queen  heard,  that  her  enemies,  pretended  to 
possess  some  such  papers  :  And,  she  instructed 
her  commissioners,  at  York,  to  assert,  that 
such  papers  she  had  never  written  ;  and  if  such 
were  produced,  to  insist,  that  they  must  be  for- 
geries ;  as  several  persons,  in  Scotland^  could 
imitate  her  writing,  alluding,  no  doubt,  to  Se- 
cretaiy  Maitiand.  The  question,  then,  is,  whe- 
ther we  shall  give  most  credit  to  the  story  of 
Morton,  or  to  the  asseveration  of  Mary  :  Mor- 
ton, as  we  have  seen,  was  a  man  of  utter  wicked- 
ness, of  notorious  perfidy,  of  such  well  known 
villany,  as  to  be  capable  of  deliberate  falsifi- 
cation :  Mary,  as  we  have  seen,  was  zealous  of 
her  honour  ;  and  when  she  came  to  the  scaf- 
fold of  Elizabeth,  we  see  none  of  the  tremula- 
tions  of  guilt,  in  Mary  :  She  died  under  the  axe 
of  Elizabeth,  with  the  firmness  of  a  martyr,  the 
faith  of  a  Christian,  and  the  magnanimity  of  a 
Queen.  Upon  all  those  views  of  this  interest- 
ing subject,  I  will  submit  to  the  judgment  of 
every  reader,  whether  Mai-y,  or  Morton,  be  the 
most  worthy  of  credit ;  and  whether  the  cas- 
ket, and  its  contents,  had  any  existence,  on  the 
'20th  of  June,  or  even  on  the  21st  of  July  1567. 
The  prescient  Cecil  knew  nothing  of  the  casket, 
and    its    contents,    when    he  wrote  his  before 
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mentioned  letter  of  the  26th  of  June,  or  even, 
when  he  sent  off  his  subsequent  dispatch  of  the 
14th  of  July,  when  his  epistles  were  occupied, 
with  no  greater  news,  than  this  of  Scotland.  And, 
yet,  when  the  great  object  was  to  disgrace  the 
Scotish  Queen  ;  and  when  it  was  so  important  a 
point,  to  find  some  documents,  to  justify  their 
predetermined  purpose  of  dethroning  her  ;  the 
discovery  of  such  a  casket,  with  BUch  writings, 
would  have  been  the  greatest  of  great  news. 
The  first  intimation,  which  Cecil,  probably,  re- 
ceived of  such  a  discovery  was  from  the  envoy 
Throckmorton  of  the  2oth  of  July  1567,  from 
Edinburgh.  "  The  Lords,"  said  he,  "  mean  to 
charge  the  Queen  with  the  murder  of  her  late 
husband,  whereof  they  have,  as  apparent  proof 
as  might  be  ;  as  well  by  the  testimony  of  her 
own  hand  writing,  which  they  have  recovered^ 
as  also  by  sufficient  witnesses."  Such,  then, 
were  the  assigned  motives,  of  those  nobles,  for 
taking  up  arms,  immediately  after  Mar's  con- 
strained marriage  !  But,  Morton,  their  leader, 
does  not  say,  on  the  2l8t  of  July,  that  be  bad 
discovered,  on  the  20th  of  June  preceding,  such 
a  casket,  containing  writings  of  the  Queen, 
which  would  have  rendered  her  unworthy  of 
their  arms  :  No  :  Those  nobles  only  considered 
her  as  injured,  and  oppressed,  and  constrained, 
but  oot  as  cnmiiial,  uot  as  blametvortfn/  :  And, 
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tbey  took  arms^  to  free  her  from  the  bondage 
of  Bothwell :  After  all  those  avowals  of  the 
chief  conspirators^  it  may  well  be  asked^  had 
those  nobles  before  them^  on  the  21st  of  July^ 
the  Queen's  casket^  with  her  letters^  her  son- 
nets, her  promises  of  marriage,  which  would 
have  shown  her  baseness,  expressed  her  shame, 
and  proved  her  guilt.  The  answer  must  be 
that,  as  they  had  not  before  them  such  impor- 
tant documents,  on  the  21st  of  July,  such  let- 
ters, sonnets,  and  other  writings,  did  not  then 
any  where  exist. 

The  history  of  those  writings  is  so  singular 
in  itself,  and  they  are  so  connected  with  the  se- 
veral characters  of  Maiy,  and  of  Morton,  that 
it  may  gratify  a  just  curiosity  to  trace  it  a  little 
further.  The  story,  which  the  conspirators,  ob* 
scurely,related  of  the  discovery  of  the  casket,  and 
its  contents,  was,  that  Dalgleish,  one  of  Both- 
well's  servants,  was  sent  by  him,  to  Sir  James 
Balfour,  the  commander  of  Edinburgh -castle, 
for  that  casket  of  writings,  soon  after  Both- 
weii's  flight,  and  Mary's  imprisonment;  but, 
that  the  faithless  Balfour  sent  notice  to  Morton, 
of  his  having  delivered  such  a  casket  to  Dal- 
gleish.   llie  first  observation,  arising  out  of 
this  story,  is,  that  Balfour  had  been  gained,  by 
Melvill,  to  the  conspirators,  as  early  as  their 
first  meeting,  at  Stirling :  but,  he  never  men- 
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tioned  the  casket,  which  was  worth  its  weight 
in  gold  to  the  conspirators  :  When  Balfour  was 
laboured,  for  hourSj  by  Sir  Janies  Melvill, 
to  join  the  conspirators,  he  said  not  a  word  of 
the  casket :  The  fair  inference  is,  that  Balfour 
had  no  such  casket,  in  his  keeping.  The 
second  observation  must  be,  that  Mary,  and 
Bothwell,  knowing  the  defection  of  Balfour, 
did  not  seek  their  safety,  in  Edinburgh-castle, 
but  in  Bo rth wick- castle,  at  some  distance. 
After  all  was  lost,  on  Carberry-hill,  would  Both- 
well  send  a  servant  to  so  tainted  a  person,  as 
Balfour,  for  such  a  casket,  containing  such 
writings,  at  such  a  moment  ?°  Birrel,  who  noi 
tices  in  hie  Diary,  the  arresting  of  Captain 
Blackadder,  on  the  17th  of  June,  has  Dotii 


'  Of  Sir  James  Balfour,  the  brother  was  Gilbert  fialibur. 
He  nas  denounced,  in  one  of  the  placards,  as  a  persoD,  who 
vtae  in  the  knowledge  of  Damley's  murder.  Cabala,  Part 
i,  126,  In  the  spurious  letter,  from  the  Earl  of  Lennox  to 
Mary,  (17lh  March  156?,)  which  was  fabricated  by  Bucha- 
nan, and  published,  io  his  Deleclion,  Mr.  James  Balfour, 
and  Gilbert  Ualfour,  Ids  brother,  are  Bpecified  among  the 
persons,  who  were  suspected  of  the  murder.  Anderson's 
Col.  ii.  3.  The  casLle  of  Kirkwall  was  commitied  to  the 
diarge  of  Gilbert  Balfour,  when  Bothwell,  as  Duke,  became 
superior  Lord  of  Orkney,  in  May  1667-  Wten  Bothwell 
retired  into  Orkney,  as  we  have  teta,  in  August  15G7,  Gil- 
bert Balfour  denied  him  entrance  into  the  castle  of  Kirkwall, 
ihc  mctiojiolis  of  Orkney.  Sputli&woode,  313. 
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word  of  the  interceptiog  of  Dalgleish,  with  such 
a  casket,  on  the  20th  of  June,  or  on  any  other 
day.  The  coDtemporary  historyof  King  James, 
however  minute,  though  it  mentions  the  arrest 
of  Blackadder,  and  Sebastian,  on  ihe  17th  of 
June ;  yet,  says  not  a  syllable  of  Dalgleish, 
with  so  remarkable  a  casket.  Sir  James  Mel- 
vill,  the  conlidoDtial  agent  of  the  noble  conspi- 
rators, though  he  was  a  busy  actor  in  that  sin- 
gular scene,  says  not  a  word  of  Dalgleish,  and 
the  casket,  in  his  minute  memoirs.  Dalgleish 
was,  undoubtedly,  arrested  about  the  26th  of 
June  1567;  as  on  that  day  be  was  examined  upon 
oathjby  the  Earls  of  Morton,  and  Atbol,  the  pro- 
vost of  Dundee,  and  the  laird  of  Grange  :  But, 
though  he  was  questioned,  conceitiing  his  know- 
ledge of  Daruley's  murder.and  be  gives  a  minute 
account  of  that  mysterious  deed  ;  yet,  he  says 
nothing  of  the  casket,  and  its  contents. 

The  first  avowal,  by  puhlick  authority,  of 
those  notorious  writings,  was  in  a  great  coun- 
cil, which  was  held  on  the  4th  of  December 
1567,  for  deliberating  on  what  should  be  said, 
and  done,  in  the  ensuing  Parliament,  on  the 
Queen's  imprisonment.  Murray,  the  Regent, 
and  Morton,  the  Chancellor,  were  present. 
They  resolved  to  defend  every  act  of  the  con- 
spirators, from  the  epoch  of  Darnley's  murder, 
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by  charging  the  Queen,  after  so  many  acquit- 
tals, in  the  proclamations,  and  proceedings  of 
the  conspirators,  with  whatever  had  been  done 
as  the  Queen's  own  fault ;  which  appeared,  by 
her  privy  letters,  written,  and  subscribed,  with 
her  own  hand  ;  and  sent,  by  her,  to  James  Earl 
Botbwell.  But,  it  is  not  stated  on  whom,  or 
by  whom,  these  writings  were  found.  Morton's 
merit,  in  discovering  such  important  papers,  ia 
studiously  concealed.  Dalgleisb,  who  was  not 
executed,  till  the  3d  of  January  thereafter,  was 
notexaininedjon  this  head,  when  thisinformation 
would  have  been  so  important.  Sir  James  Bal- 
four, who  sat,  in  that  council,  was  not  asked  a 
single  question,  about  his  receiving  such  a  cas- 
ket from  Bothwell,  and  delivering  the  same  casket 
to  Dalgleish.  It  was  avowed,  that  there  was 
no  means  other  than  those  writings,  to  justify 
the  imprisonment,  and  the  resignation  of  the 
Queen,  the  coronation  of  her  infont,  and  the 
Regency  of  her  brother  ;  yet  is  there  no  ex- 
amination, or  proof,  or  enquiry,  how  those 
writings  were  found,  or  by  whom :  And  Mor- 
ton seems,  from  providential  motives,  to  have 
so  longkept  the  casket  behind  the  scene,  during- 
so  many  obscure,  and  desperate  acts.  The  first 
avowal  of  the  interception  of  Dalgleish,  with 
such  a  casket,  containing  such  writings,  was,. 


i 
I 


the  R^mt  Morton.-]    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.         471 

in  MaiTay*s  fabricated  journal^  daring  May 
1568:'  Yet^  Morton  is  not  mentioned  in  it, 
as  the  lucky  discoverer  of  those  scandalous 
writings. 

Pressed  upon  equally  by  Elizabeth's  applica- 
tions, and  his  own  apprehensions,  Murray  re* 
solved  to  depart  a  little  from  ^his  reserve,  with 
respect  to  those  secret  writings.  And,  early  in 
June  1568,  he  sent  his  Secretary  Wood  to  the 
English  court  with  translated  copies  of  the  let- 
ters, for  the  perusal  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  con* 
sideration  of  Cecil.  They  were  translated,  from 
the  French,  into  our  language,  the  speech  of  Scot- 
land, no  doubt,  in  order  to  enable  Elizabeth's 
judges,  to  decide,  whether  they,  [Murray,  and 
Morton]  had  proved  their  cause ^  [Mary's  guilt,] 
if  the  original  letters  reserved,  should  agree  with 
the  copies  sent.*  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  wene 
now  put  into  possession  of  their  proofs  against 
the  Scotish  Queen,  provided  the  copies,  which 
were  sent  by  Wood,  should  agree,  upon  colla- 

^  Anderson's  Coll,  ii.  277-  The  contents  of  the  Joomal 
evinces,  that  it  was  fabricated,  in  May  15689  rather  than  in 
November,  or  December  preceding,  as  Whitaker  insists ; 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  writings,  and  defEuniqg 
the  Queen.  It  answered  the  delusive  purpose  of  Robertson, 
to  quote  that  obvious  fabrication,  as  if  it  had  been  a  real 
diary  of  events,  as  they  daily  passed. 

«  Goodall,  ii.  76-6. 
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tioD,  with  the  originalij,  that  remaiued, 'm  Mor- 
ton's hands.  And,  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  soon 
resolved,  that  the  collation  would  be  best  made, 
by  her  Commissioners,  in  England.  We  now 
see,  amidst  so  many  dark  designs,  upon  the 
open  stage,  originals,  and  copies  of  the  privy 
letters  of  the  Scotish  Queen.  When  those 
privi/  letters  were  produced,  in  the  Parliament 
of  December  1567,  they  appeared  io  the  vulgar 
language ;  when  they  were  afterward,  io  se- 
cret manner,  communicated  to  Elizabeth's  Com- 
missioners, at  York,  they  appeared,  certainly,  in 
the  vulgar  language  ;  and  in  the  vulgar  lan- 
guage, extracts  were  made  by  them,  and  sent 
to  Elizabeth,  who  already  bad  copies.'  Itwasthe 
great  achievement  of  Goodall,  to  demonstrate, 
that  the  originals  of  thosep-ivt/  letters  were  writ- 
ten in  the  vulgar  /Hnguage  of  Scotland,  and  not 
in  Freiich,or  Latin.*  llie/r/cAoftranslatinginto 


i 


'  Good&U,  ii.   139-153;    Anderson's  CoL  iv.  p.  ii 
The  fact  is,  that  iboae  very  extracta,  which  have  been  made,   I 
b;  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  one  of  those  CommisaioDers,  have  been    ' 
recently  given  to  the  pubUck,  in  the  vulgar  lang^uage,  in 
Sadler's  State  Papers. 

*  Those  privy  Ultert  were  very  singular  epistles,  indeed  : 
For,  as  the  bishop  of  Rosa,  in  defence  of  Mary,  ia  Decern* 
ber  1568,  infonned  Elizabeth  "  they  are  not  subscribed  by 
the  writer  of  them,  nor  sealed,  nor  signed,  nnd  contain  no 
daU  of  year,  montli,  or  day,  and  are  not  direvleH  to  any 
man."     Goodall,  ii.  3tJ'J. 
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the  French  language  privy  letters^  which  were 
written^  in  the  vulgar  language,  was  only  ano- 
ther act  of  the  drama  of  artifices,  which  Murray, 
and  Morton  performed,  in  concurrence  with 
Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  during  the  last  seven 
years.  But,  Murray,  and  Morton,  must  conti- 
nue to  perform  their  several  parts,  in  England, 
when  those  copies  were  to  be  collated  with  the 
singular  epistles,  which  the  Bishop  described  to 
Elizabeth.  And,  for  this  end,  Murray  the 
Regent,  on  the  I6th  of  September  1568,  received 
the  casket,  and  its  contents,  from  Morton,  the 
Chancellor ;  giving  a  formal  receipt  for  both ; 
and  a  solemn  assurance,  that  both  the  casket^ 
and  its  contents,  should  be  returned  to  Morton, 
and  his  coadjutors,  in  villany. 


^  See  the  receipt^  from  the  Privy  Council  Register,  in 
Goodall^  ii.  90.  The  object  of  this  paper  was  to  give  a  sort 
of  authenticity  to  the  casket^  and  its  contents^  and  not  dig- 
nity^ as  Dr.  Stuart  remarks :  This  paper  describes  minutely 
the  casket^  and  its  contents^  as  taken  from  the  late  Geoige 
Dalgleish,  on  the  20th  of  June  1567  3  but^  with  a  discreet 
silence^  it  does  not  say,  that  Morton  had  intercepted  such  a 
casket,  with  such  contents  :  And  yet^  it  plainly  insinuates, 
that  Morton,  and  his  noble  abettors,  had  an  interest  in  the 
casket,  and  its  contents,  as  the  s^ifest  shield  of  their  actions 
in  arms,  and  in  artifice,  from  the  epoch  of  their  conspiracy } 
as  if  they  had  not  avowed,  a  thousand  times,  from  that 
epoch  till  the  resignation  of  the  Queen,  that  their  objects 
were  the  safety  of  the  prince,  and  her  relief  from  tfiraldom. 
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Yet,  may  it  gratify  ajust  curiosity  to  enquire, 
when,  and  where  Morton  did  find  that  casket, 
and  its  contents.  The  agents  of  Murray,  and 
Morton,  did,  in  seci-et,  offer  to  swear  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  privy  letters,  and  other 
written  contents  of  the  casket  before  Eliza- 
beth's Commissionei's,  at  York :  But,  of  Morton's 
finding  the  casket  not  a  word  was  whispered, 
On  the  9th  of  December  1568,  during  the  en- 
quiry, at  Westminster,  Morton,  attended  by 
his  colleagues,  came  before  the  Privy  Council, 
and  said  that,  "  Whereas  he  had  before  de- 
clared by  speech,  the  manner  bow  he  came  by 
the  coffer,  with  the  lettei-s,  sonnets,  contracts 
of  marriage,  therein  found,and  theretofore  exhi- 
bited ;  he  had  caused  the  same  to  be  put  in 
writing,  and  subscribed,  and  desired  to  have  it 
read ;  And,  this  being  done,  he  avowed  upon 
his  honour,  and  the  oath,  that  he  had  already 
taken,  the  same  declaration  to  be  true ;  the 
tenor  whereof  followeth  :'  Happy  had  it  been, 

'Goodall,  ii.  330,   from  the  Scotiah  Queeo's  Register: 
But,  the  tenmtr  doea  not  follow  :  Neither  can  that  declnration 
of  Morton  on  oath,  any  where  be  fouuil.     Goodnll,  i 
Tliis  declaration  of  Morton  appears  to  hare  been  read  by  the  ^ 
Privy  Council,  nl  Hampton  Court,  on  the  14th  of  the  s 
uionth.     Goudall,  ii.Qhti.     It  then  dijappeured ;  and  hna 
not  since   beea  seen.     Suspicion  is  the  never  falling  at- 
tenduil  of  obh'quity,  and  gitilt.     At  the  cnJ,  liowevei 
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for  the  credit  of  Morton^  if  any  credit  he  had^ 
after  so  many  crimes^  and  so  much  perfidy,  if 
Sir  James  Balfour  had  been  examined  on  oath 
before  the  Privy  Council,  a  twelvemonth  before, 
when  the  Queen's  privtf  letters,  written,  and 


Buchanan's  Detection,  in  English^  which  was  printed,  at 
London,  in  November  1571>  there  is  the  following  memoran" 
dum,  which  is  supposed  to  be  Morton's  declaration  :  '^  that 
in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh^  there  was  left  by  the  Earl  of 
Bothwellj  before  his  fleeing  away,  and  was  sent  for,  by  one 
George  Dalgleish,  his  servant,  who  was  taken  by  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  a  small  gilt  coffer,  not  fully  a  foot  long,  having 
garnished  in  sundry  places  with  the  Roman  letter  F,  under 
a  King's  crown,  wherein  were  certain  letters  and  writings 
well  known,  and  by  oaths  to  be  affirmed,  to  have  been 
written  with  the  Queen's  own  hand  to  the  Earl  Bothwdl. 
There  was  also  a  promise  of  marriage  written  by  the  Queen. 
Avowing  such  to  be  their  real  motives,  they  had  obtained 
their  objects,  when  the  Queen,  on  the  1 5th  of  Jime,  at  Car. 
berry-hill,  put  away  Bolhwell,  and  surrendered  herself  to 
them,  upon  the  legitimate  terms,  of  being  received,  as  their 
Queen,  and  restored  to  her  authority :  Had  they  fulfilled 
their  own  engagements,  at  Carberry-hill,  what  documents 
could  they  want,  for  their  defence  ?  What  was  the  docu- 
ments, for  defending  their  breach  of  engagement  to  the 
Queen,  and  degrading  their  sovereign,  when  they  led  her  a 
captive  to  her  capital :  The  answer  must  be,  a  forgery ;  the 
fabrication  of  a  letter,  which  could  not  exist.  When  Morton, 
and  his  abettors,  committed  the  Scotish  Queen  to  Lochleven- 
castle,  without  cause  shown,  or  a  cause  to  show^  four  days 
before  the  casket  was  found,  what  documents  hf* 
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subscribed,  with  lier  own  hand,  but  not  the 
casket,  were  first  mentioned,  in  any  publick 
council,  whether  he  had  delivered  such  letters, 
or  Buch  a  casket,  to  Bothwell's  servant,  to  be 
by  him  carried  to  his  roaster.  Happy,  had  the 
same  servant,  Dalgleish,  who  was  tbenj  in  Edin- 
burgh, been  examined,  at  the  same  time,  whe- 
ther  he  had  received  such  a  casket,  and  from 
whom.  Happy,  if  every  person,  who  had  the 
least  knowledge  of  the  discovery  of  such  a  cas- 
ket,had  been  brought  to  declare,  on  their  several 
oaths,  their  knowledge  of  such  a  discovery,  in 
secret,  and  so  long  kept  a  secret.  Happy  also 
had  it  been  for  Morton's  character,  and  the 
authenticity  of  the  casket,  and  its  contents, 
had  he  early  disclosed  before  the  Privy  Council 
the  whole  facts,  relating  to  both,  and  delivered 
the  casket,  and  its  contents,  to  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register,  for  the  publick  benefit,  rather 
than  consider,  and  conceal  both^  as  his  private 

defend  that  detestable  act  *  The  aaswer  must  be,  in  the 
language  of  Shakspeiire  : 

"  Tliieves,  for  their  robbery,  hnve  authority. 

"  When  judges  steal  themielves." 
When  n  chimcellor  of  Scotland  could  commit  murder, 
privy  conspiracy,  nnd  rebellion,  what  could  be  expected, 
from  such  a  luiacretint  ns  Morton,  but  the  despicable  irick 
of  findiDg  a  casket,  and  its  contenlf,  when,  and  wiiere,  nunii 
could  be  found. 


4 
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property.  Cecil  was  not  a  Secretary,  who  would 
accept  imperfect  evidence^  when  better  could  be 
bad,  concerning  any  fact,  which  he  thought  im- 
portant. He  required  Murray,  Morton,  and  their 
colleagues,  to  give  in  a  similar  declaration  to 
Morton's,  not  indeed,  disclosing  how  the  casket 
was  found,  but  avowing  the  contents  to  be  ori- 
ginals, and  authentick.*' 

^  See  this  declaration,  dated  the  10th  of  December  1568, 
in  Goodall,  ii.  92  :  The  Regent  Murray,  the  chancellor  Mor- 
ton, and  their  three  colleagues,  declared,  on  their  honours, 
and  consciences,  that  the  missive  letters,  produced  by  them 
[in  the  French  language]  sonnets,  contracts  of  marriage,  are 
written,  or  subscribed  by  the  Queen's  hand,  which  were  in- 
tercepted, and  came  to  their  hands,  as  before  declared  3  and 
that  the  said  missive  writings,  sonnets,  and  contracts,  were 
undoubtedly,  the  said  Queen's  proper  hand*  writing.  They 
do  not  pretend  to  have  seen  the  said  Queen  write  those 
papers  3  yet,  they  positively  testify,  avow,  and  declare  what 
they  did  not  certainly  know.  Such  testimony  is  always 
hazardous,  and  is  generally  false.  The  originals  of  the 
supposed  letters  were  undoubtedly,  in  the  vulgar  language ; 
as  Murray's  assistants,  Maitland  and  M'Gill,  Buchanan, 
and  Balnavis,  when  they  communicated  the  Queen's  privy  let* 
ters,  in  the  vulgar  language,  affirmed,  and  offered  to  swear, 
were  in  her  own  hand  writing,  indeed.  Goodall,  ii.  142.  The 
privy  letters,  which  were  declared,  by  Murray,  Morton,  aud 
their  colleagues,  on  the  lOth  of  December,  to  be  the  real  let- 
ters, and  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  were,  in 
the  French  language.  lb.  235-56.  The  identity  of  the  sup- 
posed letters  is  proved,  by  the  matter  being  the  same,  but  in 

VOL.  III.  1  i 
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le  read,  wUk  iIk  Frodh  kttcn, 
Piriiy  Conca  of  Ike  IMi 
Hauoftam  Camtt.    Cecil,  «Im>  pl^vd 


^  to  be  Che  ical 
IfeoCMb  Own^  k  Me  cf  ^e 
€^6tm,  mad  of  dbe  dwat  of 
l€ml  wick  w  «  a  dodble 

MtthitaA     mmdwtn  m^kt 

pfore  the  eovCeaCfl  of  eke 
amd  foke.  The  Scotish  Queen  MtknMned  them  to  be 
The  rerj  refbttl  of  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  to  show  the 
origioab  of  those  docomeaU,  or  to  coaatmmaiit  copies  of 
iheiD  to  Mary's  Commissioiiers,  erinees  ^e  cuafktioo  of 
Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  that  they  fi  ere  feigned,  aad  vafic  to  be 
seen.  The  cooTention  of  fiTe-aod-thirty  iiobles»at  DvBfanrtoo, 
io  September  1568,  had  already  declared,  that  the  writings, 
which  had  been  produced  io  P^vliaiiieiit,  as  the  Queen's 
hand-writiog,  were  not  her  hand-writing.  Goodall,  iL  301 . 
If  the  privy  letters,  which  were  prodnced,  in  the  Parliament 
of  .Scotland,  be  the  same  priry  letters,  that  were  produced 
in  the  Priry  Council  of  England  -,  then  should  we  have  the 
affirmation  of  five-and-thirty  prelates  and  nobles,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  solemn  declaration  of  two  prelates,  and 
three  nobles,  who  could  not  boast  much  of  their  veracitv. 
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part  in  the  tragedy  of  detbroDuig,  and  de* 
faming  the  Scotish  Queen,  either  thought  these 
French  letters,  and  other  documents  too  good, 
or  too  bad,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Queen, 
who  had  a  right  to  see  them,  though  he  had 
taken  an  oath  of  fair  pleading,  cannot  be 
allowed  to  have  played  well  his  part  of  impar- 
tiality. 

The  same  curiosity,  which  has  traced  the 
casket  and  its  contents,  from  Edinburgh  to 
London,  may  be  desirous  to  follow  the  same 
casket,  and  its  contents,  from  Hampton  Court 
to  Scotland.  They  were  both  returned  into 
the  hands  of  Murray,  who  was  allowed  to 
depart  with  both,  and  a  loan  of  5000/.,  on  the 
12th  of  January  1568-9.'  The  casket,  and  its 
contents,  remained  with  Murray,  till  he  expiated 
the  revenge  of  Hamilton,  in  January  1569-70. 
The  Regent  Lenox  now  regained  the  casket 
and  its  contents,  from  Murray's  servants.  When 
Morton  was  about  to  set  out,  as  a  new  commis- 
sioner, for  Elizabeth's  court,  he  could  not  de- 
part, without  the  casket,  and  its  contents, 
which  were  now  increased  to  one-and-twenty 
pieces,  as  his  ^^  pondrous  shield,  hung  on  his 
shoulders,  like  a  moon.''  For  this  wonder- 
working casket,  he  gave  a  formal  receipt  to  the 


1  Goodall,  ii.  309. 
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Regent  Lennox  ;  with  an  obligation  to  returoi 
tbe  same,  and  to  deliver  the  said  box,  and  its 
epistolary  contents:  Yet,  did  they  remain,  in 
Morton's  gripe,  till  he  was,  in  his  turn,  charged, 
in  January  1581,  with  the  King's  murder,  when 
this  guilty  man  had  expiated,  on  the  scaffold, 
his  falsehoods,  and  his  forgeries,  his  murders, 
and  his  treasons,  the  casket,  and  its  contents, 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Gowry, 
another  conspirator,  whether  from  the  bastards 
of  Morton,  or  the  Earl  of  Angus,  is  uncertain. 
When  Elizabeth,  on  whatever  motive,  wished, 
in  1582,  to  obtain  the  casket  and  its  contents ; 
they  were  traced  to  the  Earl  of  Gowry,  when 
the  Scotish  people  seem  to  have  forgotten  them, 
or  rather  to  have  never  known  them.*"  Tlie  am- 
bassador, Bowes,  appears  to  have  tried  his  arts, 
in  vain,  on  Gowi-y,  to  induce  his  presentation  of 
the  casket,  and  its  contents,  to  Elizabeth :  but, 
she  expected  liberality  when  she  would  prac- 
tise none.  The  Scotisli  Queen  continued  to 
speak  of  the  contents  of  the  casket,  "  as  the 
caunterfeifs  of  her  rebels  ;"  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth wished  to  cnuntenance,  and  defend  them.* 

"■  Robertson's  Hist.  ii.  377 — 81  -  "  The  coffer,"  said 
Bowes,  OQ  ibe  8th  of  November  158S,  from  Edinburgh, 
"  had  been  detivcrcd  tu  sundry  biuiils ;  and  thereby  was,  a 


1 
I 


sent,  wanting', 
'  lb.  379-80. 


and  unknown  nhurc  it  rested."   Id. 
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We  thus  see  some  interesting  traits  of  charac- 
ter^  in  the  rival  Queens^  who  both  knew  the 
contents  of  the  casket  to  be  forgeries :  Mary, 
from  the  magnanimity  of  her  nature,  despised 
them,  as  spurious ;  Elizabeth,  from  the  baseness 
of  her  habits,  wished  to  nurse  them,  as  legiti- 
mate, in  their  birth,  and  useful  in  their  lives. 
Gowry,  who  was  the  son  of  Lord  Ruthven,  one 
of  the  principal  assassins  of  Rizzio ;  and  who^ 
amidst  a  thousand  crimes,  had  himself,  carried 
the  Scotish  Queen  to  Lochleven-castle,  had,  very 
different  objects,  and  aims :  after  the  long  en- 
treaty of  Bowes,  and  some  subterfuges  of  Gowry, 
he  very  plainly  told  Elizabeth's  envoy,  that  he 
could  not  deliver  the  casket  and  its  contents, 
without  the  assent  of  the  king,  ^^  and  of  the 
associates  in  that  action,'*  of  dethroning  the 
Queen.  We  thus  see  the  casket  and  its  contents, 
considered  as  a  sort  of  general  pardon,  for  the 
various  crimes  that  had  been  committed,  by 
guilty  Morton,  and  his  nefarious  colleagues^ 
from  the  epoch  of  their  conspiracy.  Robertson 
insinuates  that  James  may  have  destroyed  the 
contents  of  the  casket,  when  he  put  Gowry  to 
death,  in  1584.^  But,  it  had  been  a  wiser  act 
of  James,  if  he  meant  to  protect  his  mother,  to 
have,  by  publication,  put  such  absurd  forgeries 

o  Hist.  ii.  384. 
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into  every  ones  hands,  for  their  detection,  and 
disdain.' 

It  may  be  an  additional  gratification  to  a 
reasonable  curiosity,  to  trace  the  fate  of  the 
other  jewels  of  tlie  Scotish  Queen.  A  few  days 
after  Mary  was  committed,  without  a  cause, 
to  Lochleven-castle,  Morton,  and  his  associates 
in  conspiracy,  seized  her  jewels,  plate,  and 
other  valuable  moveables,  in  Holyrood-house.' 
The  casket,  and  the  jewels,  thus  came  into  the 
hands  of  Morton,  about  the  18th  of  June  :  the 
casket,  he  appropriated,  as  the  proper  coverture 

f  As  Morton  certainly  never  rodelivereil  the  casket,  nnil  its 
contents  to  Lennox,  ihey  must  have  remainei)  with  Morton 
(ill  his  death.     As  the  Earl  of  Angus  became  his  heir,  the 
casket  and  its  contents  must  have  come  into  his  hands :  thus   { 
did  they  come  into   the  possession  of  Ihc  Doug'lns  fatnilj'.    , 
And  an  historian,  who  wrote  about  the  era  of  the  rcston- 
[Ion,  affirms,  that  tiie  casket,  and  its  coutente,  were  then  to 
the  archives  of  the  Marquis  of  Douglas-  Goodull,  i.  35-6, 
The  copies  which  remained  wilh  Cecil,  in  January   1 589-70^ 
the  copies,  which   were  delivered  lo   Lennox,  in  Januorr  I 
1561  i  cannot  any  where  be  traced      Even  the  declaration 
of  Morton,  us  to  the  finding  of  the  casket,  and  its  contents, 
has  disappeared .     From  all   those  circumstances,  we  may   j 
infer,  as  Elizabeth  was  ashamed,  or  afraid  to  commtmical* 
the  contents  of  that  casket    lo   the  Scotish  Queen,  if  the  | 
casket   and  its  contents  hud  been  sent  to  Elizabeth,  < 
Bowes  pressed  Gowry  on   the  point,  that  they  would  have  \ 
been  destroyed,  as  disgraceful  to  the  forgers,  nnd  discredit*  J 
able  to  herself.  «  Ckldenvood's  MS. 
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for  the  privy  letters,  that  had  neither  subscrip- 
tion,  nor  superscription,  nor  seal,  nor  address 
to  any  man ;  and  the  Queen's  jewels,  Morton 
delivered  over  to  Murray,  when  he  became 
Regent :  and,  Murray  gave  some  of  them  to 
Elizabeth,  and  her  ministers ;  some  of  them  he 
pi-esented  to  his  own  wife ;'  and  the  remainder 
of  those  jewels,  and  plate,  with  some  others  of 
those  valuables,  he  appropriated,  as  his  own> 
and  finally  sold  in  Flanders,  and  in  France/ 
When  he  died,  his  widow  married  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  of  Boghan :  but,  the  lady,  and  the 
jewels,  Sir  Colin  did  not  long  enjoy  quietly. 
When  Morton,  the  last  of  the  four  Regents, 
obtained  possession  of  this  violent  govern*- 
ment,  amongst  the  variety  of  his  rapines,  he 
reclaimed  the  jewels  from  Murray's  widow,  as 
the  property  of  the  crown,  before  the  Court  of 
Session.  In  vain  did  Sir  Colin,  assert,  when 
he  came  before  the  Privy  Council,  that  the 
jewels  had  been  pledged  to  his  wife,  for  their  full 
value.  Morton  obliged  him  to  deliver  them 
into  his  rapacious  hands.' 

The  imprisonment  of  the  Queen,  as  it  dis- 
solved all  commissions,  put  an  end  to  all  legi- 


'  GoodaUu.  1^8  and  293   16.  338-40.       '  Jebb^  ii.  219- 
*  Crawford*s  Officers  of  State,  101,  who  quotes  the  Privy 
Council  Record. 
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timate  government.  The  Lords  of  Session,  with 
their  officers,  and  lawyers,  fled  before  such 
violence,  from  the  seat  of  justice.  Morton,  and 
the  other  usurpers,  as  the  secret  comicU,  issued 
a  proclamation,  directing  the  college  of  jvistice 
to  return,  and  sit,  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  as 
the  authors  of  the  King's  murder.'  In  this 
spirit,  the  Secret  Council  directed  the  two 
Blackadders,  Edmonsf.on,'and  Fraser,  "  to  be 
put  in  the  irons,  and  torments,  for  discovering" 
the  verity."  Whatever  those  persons  said,  when 
under  the  rack,  the  Secret  Council  did  not  think 
fit  to  pubUsh.  They  seem,  however,  to  have 
been  all  put  to  death.'  Amidst  those  guilty 
scenes,Villeroy,  the  Frencli  ambassador,  arrived. 


4 


"  Keith,  406.  Under  the  Regency  of  Morton,  the  mur- 
derer, it  became  one  of  the  usual,  and  artful  penalties  of 
every  denouncement,  ihnt  the  parties  should  be  punished, 
OS  accessories  to  the  King's  murder.  Keith,  throughout. 
The  Secret  Council  consisted  of  the  Earls  of  Morton,  Athol, 
and  Mu-}  the  Lords  Hume,  Ruth ven,  Sempil,  Sanquhar, 
and  Ochiltree.  Such  were  the  guilty  usurpers  of  the  Queen't 
authority,  and  the  people's  rights.  "  lb.  406-7- 

r  Calderwood's  MS.  In  the  deposiiions  of  Powrie,  Dal- 
gleiah.  Hay,  and  Hepburn,  on  the  23d  and  26ih  of  June, 
3rd  of  July,  13th  of  September,  and  8th  of  December, 
there  is  not  a  word  said  of  the  concern  of  those  four  meoi 
or  of  Captain  Blackndder,  who  was  executed  as  a  traitor,  on 
the  24th  of  June.  Anderson's  Col.  ii.  165 — 87. 
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at  Edinburgh :  and  requesting  to  see,  and  speak 
with  the  Queen  was  refused,  in  such  terms,  as 
induced  him  to  return  home,  without  effecting 
his  object,  whatever  it  were.*  In  this  manner 
did  Morton  constantly  prosecute  the  course, 
which  he  had  begun  with  courage,  says  the 
historian  of  the  Douglases,  overcoming  all 
difficulties,  which  were  neither  small,  nor  few 
before  Murray's  return/  His  associates,  says 
that  writer,  found  those  difficulties  more  than 
they  expected :  they  had  promised  themselves 
the  approbation  of  all  men,  and  the  aid  of  the 
best  affected  :  but,  it  fell  out  far  otherwise ;  for 
popular  envy  being  diminished,  the  confinement 
of  the  Queen  begat  commiseration  ;  and  duty 
restrained  some,  and  fear  of  the  event  kept 
others  in  suspense.^ 

The  great  body  of  the  nobles  were,  mean- 
while, astonished  at  the  daring  proceedings  of 
the  Secret  Council  of  four  Earls,  and  five  Lords ; 
and  felt  indignant,  that  so  few  of  their  body 
should  presume  to  seize  the  capital,  imprison 


»  Birrel's  Diary  of  the  26th  of  June  1567;  contemporary 
Hist,  of  K.  James,  22.  ^  Godscroft,  299. 

^  Godscroft^  299 ;  Buchanan,  b.  xviii  -,  and  Spottiswoode> 
208>  subjoins,  ''  that  the  common  people,  also,  who  a  little 
before  seemed  most  incensed,  pitying  the  Queen*s  estate,  did 
heavily  lament  the  calamity^  into  which  she  was  fallen.** 
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the  Queen,  and  rule  the  natioD.  A  coaveation 
of  nobles,  avowing  such  sentiments,  assembled, 
meantime,  at  Hamilton.  They  now  professed 
their  indignation  at  the  Lords  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  whom  they  condemned,  as  guilty 
of  the  higest  crime.*  Under  such  circnmstances, 
the  Secret  Committee  felt  their  situation  to  be 
critical;  finding  few  to  join  them,  and  the 
people  genei*ally  hostile  to  them  :  the  conspira- 
tors had  quite  deserted  their  cause,  if  Morton 
had  not  persuaded  bis  colleagues  "  to  remain 
together,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  write  concilia- 
tory letters  to  the  lords,  that  were  assembled, 
at  Hamilton  ;"  desiriog  them  to  come  to  Edin- 
burgh, in  order  to  concert  common  measures, 
for  restoring  the  disordered  government  of 
church  and  state.''  But,  the  lords  of  the  con- 
vention would  not  even  receive  their  messenger.' 
The  murderer  Morton,  and  is  guilty  colleagues, 
were  driven,  by  that  repulse,  to  a  fresh  device  : 
they  tried  to  get  the  church  assembly,  which 
had  convened,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  25th  of 
June  1567,  to  interpose:  and,  as  the  pretext 
assumed,  was  a  deliberation  for  the  benefit  of 


I 


I 


'  Spottiflwoode,  «08,  ^  Godwroft,  899— 300. 

■  Id.}  Kaox,  410i  Spotttswoodc,  SOS;  Buchanan,  lib. 
xviii,  who  adds,  that  llie  lords,  who  were  assembled,  at  Hg- 
oiiltOD,  did  not  spare  their  reproKcbes. 


I 


tht  Rfgeni  Morlo,,.)    THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN.  4fl7 

religion,  and  its  ministerB,  tlie  assembly.whereof 
Buchanan  was  the  moderator,  readily  eutered 
into  the  views  of  the  conspirators  :  the  assem- 
bly, actuated  by  the  same  passions,  and  the 
same  ends,  wrote  to  the  lords  at  Hamilton,  to 
enter  iulo  the  same  views:  the  assembly  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  enforce  their  requests  : 
the  assembly  even  denounced  those  nobles  as 
unworthy  of  the  religion,  if  they  should  decline 
to  adopt  their  measures ;  "  considering  that 
Godj  at  this  present,  has  offered  some  better 
occasion  [by  the  Queen's  confinement]  than  in 
times  passed  ;  and  has  begun  to  tread  down 
Satan  under  foot ;"  [has  imprisoned  their  sove- 
reign.'] It  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  those  guilty 
proceedings,  either  of  Morton,  and  his  abettors, 
or  of  the  assembly,  though  there  may  be  insi- 
nuations hazarded,  there  is  not  any  criminality 
imputed  to  the  unhappy  Queen,  while  her  ruiii 
was  the  object.  And,  in  order  to  carry  their 
ultimate  measure  into  effect,  by  popular  delu- 
sion, this  criminal  assembly  appointed  several 
J'ast  days,  which  were  to  be  held,  only,  in  Edin- 
burgh, from  Sunday  the  13th  to  Sunday  the 
20th  of  July  1567.'  Morton,  and  his  abettors, 
in  order  to  give  greater  efficacy  to  all  those  in- 
sidious measures,  commanded,  on  the  7th  of 


'  Spottiswoode,  '208-9;  Keith,  674-5.     «  Keith,  r>rc. 


488  THE  LIFE  OF     [Mem.  VI,  Met, 

"July,  the  people  not  to  pay  any  rents,  or  taxes; 
to  Cockburn,  the  Queen's  receiver ;  charging 
him,  at  the  same  time,  as  one  of  the  King's 
murderers.''  It  is  certainly  very  horrid,  to  see 
Morton,  who  was  afterwards  convicted  of  the 
King's  murder,  charging  every  one,  who  would 
not  support  his  traitorous  measures,  with  that 
odious  crime.' 

Morton,  and  Athol,  meantime  completely 
gained  to  their  guilty  cause,  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh.  The  metropolis  now  adopted  the 
association  of  the  conspirators,  who  kept  an 
armed  force,  within  the  city.  Fearing  some 
hostile  attempt  might  be  made  on  the  capital, 
the  magistrates  caused  the  citizens  to  arm. 
They  even  entered  into  a  sort  of  compact  with 
Sir  Jaraes  Balfour,  the  Governor  of  Edinburgh- 
castle.*  In  the  meantime,  the  church  assembly, 
by  their  various  intrigues,  g^ned  other  persons, 

•■  Keith,  410-11.  I 

'  It  19  not  less  liorrid  to  see  Secretary  Cecil,  writing  on 
the  nth  of  July,  to  the  Ambassador  Noma,  at  Paris  ■-  "  If 
Bothwell  might  be  apprehended,  I  think  the  Queen  there 
shall  be  at  liberty,  for  tlie  nobility  i"  and,  by  tbc  same  dis- 
patch, supplying  mc^ias,  for  the  return  of  Murray,  who  nM  ■ 
on  the  wing,  for  Scotland,  to  dethrone  her.     Cabala,  129. 

*"  Eeith  410:  Maitland's  Hist.  Edin.  29.  The  league! 
betneen  the  magigtnites  of  the  town,  and  Balfour,  the  Go-  1 
veraorof  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  was  ordered  tobc  execut*  J 
*d,OQ  the  asth  of  July  1567.  Id, 
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and  towns,  to  aid  Morton^  and  his  abettors^ 
against  the  Queen. 

During  those  events,  in  Scotland,  Elizabeth- 
was  not  an  inattentive  spectator.  She  early- 
resolved  to  send  thither  the  experienced  llirock- 
morton  to  observe  events,  and  to  take  care  of 
her  interests. '  Throckmorton's  departure  was 
delayed ;  because  when  his  instructions  were 
to  be  adjusted,  the  secretary  found  it  impos- 
sible to  bring  his  mistress  to  think  exactly  with 
him,  with  regard  to  the  envoy's  language,  and 
conduct.  And  there  is  but  too  much  reason, 
from  the  correspondence,  and  conduct  of 
Throckmorton,  in  Scotland,  to  believe,  that  be- 
sides his  avowed  instructions  from  Elizabeth^ 
he  had  private  intimations  from  Cecil.™  Throck- 

^  Cecil,  in  his  dispatch  to  Norris,  of  the  26th  of  June 
1567,  informed  him,  that  "  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton  is 
shortly  to  pass  into  Scotland,  to  negotiate  there,  for  the  pa- 
cification of  their  troubles."  In  the  same  letter,  Cecil  di- 
rected Norris  to  facilitate  the  return  of  Murray  from  France 
to  Scotland,  as  soon  as  might  be.  Cabala,  128.  It  is  ap- 
parent, that  Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  thought  differently  on  that 
occasion  about  the  Scotish  Queen  and  her  kingdom.  Cecil 
acted,  decidedly,  for  the  conspirators  against  Mary. 

""  Keith,  414-15  :  In  his  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  July  to 
Norris,  Cecil  says  :  "  Sir  N.  Throckmorton  hath  been  some- 
what long  in  going  to  Scotland  ;  and  entered,  by  Berwick, 
on  Monday  last :  I  think  the  two  factions  of  the  Hamiltons, 
and  the  Lennoxes,  shall  better  accord,  than  your  neighbours. 
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morton  was  met,  on  the  llthof  July,  by  Secre- 
tary Maitland,  Lord  Hume,  and  Sir  James 
Melvill,  who  conveyed  him  under  an  escort  of 
four  hundred  horse,  on  the  morrow.  But,  it 
was  by  Maitland,  that  Throckmorton  was  best 
instructed,  and  completely  deceived."  He  waa  i 
instructed  to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  nobles 
to  send  the  infant  King  into  England  :  But,  in 
this  be  failed.  He  tried  to  see,  and  speak  with 
the  imprisoned  Queen  :  But,  in  this  purpose,  he 
was  frustrated,  by  Morton's  artifices,  who  pro-^  I 
bably   had    private   intimations    from   Cecil :"  ■ 


where  you  Dow  live  would."     Cabala,  129-     Cecil  knew,    ' 
that  Lennox  had  not  any  party,  in  Scotland,  or  indeed  aaj  i 
where.     The  faction,  which  had  imprisoned  Ihe  Queen,  had' 
Morton  for  it.s  head :  but,  he  acted,  merely,  as  the  instru- ' 
nieiit  of  Murray ;  and  fell  back  into  the  second  place, 
soon  as  Murray  arrived  ;  By  the  same  di.^^patch  of  the  15dl 
of  July,  Cecil,  being  in  the  secret,  gave  Mumiy  a  credit^V 
for  money,  to  enable  hiin  to  retire  Irom  France,  and  t 
turn  to  Scotland. 

•  Keith  416  ;  Robertson's  Hist.  jlpp.  xw-x»ii. 

'  Throckmorton  wrote  Elizabeth,  on  the  Hat  of  July"^ 
1567,  that  having  pressed  the  Lords  for  an  answer  to  such  * 
matters  as  he  had  proposed  to  them,  the  Earl  of  Morton 
answered  me  :  "  That  shortly  I  should  have  answer  from 
them :  but,  the  day  being  destined  to  the  c«nimuniou,  con- 
tinued preaching,  and  common  prayer,  they  rouid  not  be 
absent,  nor  atlend  matters  of  this  world  ;  as  Uiey  must  first 
seek  the  matters  of  Gnd ;  and  take  caunscl  of  him, 
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They  deluded  Throckmortoo^  by  false  infor- 
mation^ of  the  Queen's  sentiments^  and  inten- 
tions :  They  even  made  him  believe,  that  their 
own  intentions,  with  regard  to  her  resignation 
of  the  crown,  came  wholly  from  herself.  If  so 
experienced  a  minister,  as  Throckmorton,  had 
not  been  deluded  by  his  own  prejudices,  and 
Cecil's  arts,  it  seems  impossible,  that  he  could 
have  been  so  misled,  by  the  most  artful  misre- 
presentations. Secretary  Maitland  was  the  in- 
strument, who  was  employed  by  Morton,  and 
his  secret  council,  to  deceive  Elizabeth's  En- 
voy.'   There  was  a  kind  of  general  deception : 

could  best  direct  them/*  Keith*s  Pref.  xi.  What  a  wretch 
was  Morton  !  To  consult  a  God^  infinitely  just^  tadirect  them 
in  the  commission  of  the  grossest  crimes^  and  in  the  doing 
of  actions,  enormously  unjust ! 

p  See  Throckmorton's  letter,  abovementioned.  Keith's 
Pref.  xi.  Maitland  delivered  to  the  English  envoy  a  long 
imper  inscribed,  as  the  answers  of  the  Lords  of  secret 
council.  The  topicks  were  such,  that  they  felt  it  to  be  un- 
safe  to  sign  it.  Throckmorton  asking  the  meaning  of  the 
words  near  the  end  of  their  paper  the  necessity  of  their  cause, 
Maitland^  shaking  his  head,  cried  out:  ^'  You  are  a  very 
fox,'*  Maitland  would  not  avow  the  meaning  to  be,  that 
necessity  might  induce  them  to  put  the  Queen  to  death  -,  as 
they  had  pretended  a  similar  necessity,  for  sending  her  to 
solitary  confinement  in  Lochleven.  After  calling  the  church 
assembly,  contrary  to  Throckmorton's  advice,  and  inflaming 
the  members  with  fanaticism,  he  avowed,  that  the  Lords  of 
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The  clergy  deluded  the  people,  while  the  prea-' 
chers  deluded  themselves,  by  their  fanaticism. 
The  conspirators  deceived  each  other.  Mait- 
land  deceived  Throckmorton :  And  in  the 
midst  of  all  those  delusions,  Cecil  deluded  Eli- 
zabeth, who  had  on  that  occasion  some  good 
meaning,  which  was  perverted,  by  her  minis- 
ter, who  meant  to  dethrone  Mary,  and  to  ia- 
stal  Murray,  as  Regent.  1 1 

Amidst  these  delusions,  the  assembly  of  the 
church,  wliich  had  been  appointed  to  meet,  at 
Edinburgh,  convened  on  the21st  of  July  ISG?.*" 
Their  endeavours  to  entice  the  nobles  of  Ha- 
milton, to  Edinburgh,with  many  smaller  barons, 
and  several  towns,  failed  of  the  intended  eftect, 
though  some  of  them  sent  apologies.'  Yet,  the 
zeal  of  the  preachers,  in  various  districts,  in- 
duced many  persons  of  less  note  to  attend. 
This  zealous  assembly  sat,  at  Edinburgh,  on 


secret  council  could  not  guide.     He  avowt  their  purpOM  to 
compel  the  Queen,  by  whatever  means,  to  resign  her  crown ; 
and  to  confer  it  un  her  son.     He  says,  that  Knox,  cried  oat 
for  condign  punishment  on  her;  "  For,  they  he  very  aud>-  J 
cinus  i"  says  Throckmorton,  "  und  it  appeureth  their  heorU.  J 
be  marvellously  hardened  agHuist  their  Bovereigii.  which  I 
God  moUify."  Id.  Andyet  shehad  beencommiRed  to  Loctw  J 
leven-costle,  where  she  still  remained,  without  a  charge  ! 

1  Keilh,  57',  Prof,  xii, 

'  Edou,  410  ;  S|iotliswoodc,  3DD  }  Keith  408.577-8-9,4 
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tbe  21st  of  July  1567,  and  on  the  four  follow- 
ing days.*  As  the  clergy  lent  themselves  to 
the  conspirators ;  so  were  the  conspirators  now 
i-equired  to  aid  the  clergy :  And,  they  were 
both  equally  interested,  though  the  clergy  must 
be  allowed,  to  have  been  naost  sincere.  The 
assembly  followed  the  footsteps  of  their  prede- 
cessors, in  1560:  And  one  of  their  fundamen- 
tal measures  was  an  engagement  to  maintain 
the  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  1560,  for  es- 
tablishing the  religion,  and  for  the  suppressing 
of  papistiy.  They  followed  up  this  measure, 
by  several  I'esolves,  for  securing  the  patrimony 
of  the  church  to  the  preachers  of  the  true  re- 
li^on,  though  to  regain  the  appropriations  of 
the  laity  required  many  a  struggle.  Other 
measures,  they  at  length  adopted,  which  were 
of  a  more  temporary  sort ;  and  which  being 
the  great  objects  of  this  convention,  were  sub- 
scribed by  every  one  of  tbe  assembly.'     But, 

■  Keith,  577-81. 

*  Kaith]  581-3  :  At  the  head  or  the  subscriberB  were 
Blortott,  and  after  him  were  the  Earl«  of  Glencaim,  aad 
Mttr,  the  Lords  Hume,  Kuthven,  Sanquhar,  Lindsay,  Ochil- 
tree, Sir  James  Balfour,  and  Secretary  Miiillaitd  :  The  6th 
article  was  for  the  punishment  of  the  King's  murder  -,  Morion. 
and  Mailland,  being  two  of  the  murderers  :  Art.  7  ^ud  H, 
were  for  defending  the  Prince,  and  for  his  godly  education  ; 
lie  beinf  then  quite  safe  in  the  csatlc  of  Stirling,  and  in  the 
VOL.  III.  K  k 
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the  whole  practice  of  that  wretched  age  evinces, 
that  subscriptions,  and  performance,  were  of 
very  different  execution.  Though  Morton, 
and  his  colleagues,  had  suhscribed  those  various 
articles,  which  the  zeal  of  the  assembly  had 
sedulously  formed  ;  Yet,  having  obtained  their 
treasonous  ends,  they  forgot  their  subscriptions, 
and  with  their  usual  perfidy,  violated  their  en-  I 
gagements."  ■  I 

Morton,  and  his  conspirators,  had  now  gain- 
ed the  clergy,  and  the  populace,  the  town  and 
the  castie  of  Edinburgh,  they  had,  in  some 
measure,  deluded  Throckmorton,  if  he  were 
not  deluded  by  his    intercourse  with   Cecil : 

sure  keeping  of  Mar;  Art.  9,  was,  for  obliging  all  future 
Kings,  "  to  league  themselves  with  the  true  kirk;  no  other 
church  being  Irue,  but  theirs  :  Anil  Art.  10,  nils  an  en- 
gagcroent  of  the  nobles,  barons,  and  other  laity,  to  convene 
with  their  forces,  for  rooting  out,  and  destroying  all  monu- 
ments of  idolatry,  throughout  the  realm,  and  to  enforce  their 
reformation,  without  exception  of  place,  or  peraon  ;  forget- 
ting the  act  of  the  Parliament  of  .^pril  1567,  wliich  re- 
nounced the  papal  authority,  and  gave  universal  toleration. 
lb.  583  Throckmorton  wrote  Elizabeth  on  the  24th  of  the 
same  July,  "that  they  intended  to  proceed  first  with  the 
Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews^  and  then  against  all  other  bi- 
shops, and  men  of  his  faction."  Keith,  4iG.  'Jliey  even 
pointed  at  the  death  of  the  Queen,  by  demanding  the  punish- 
ment of  the  King'i  murderer,  according  to  the  lam  of  nationi^M 
"  vilhoul  retpect  of  any  person."  Keith,  4^6. 
■  Knoi,  410;  Spottiswoode,  S09- 
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And,  tbey  resolved,  as  they  bad  overawed  the 
opposing  nobles  to  execute  their  original  design 
of  dethroning  the  Queen,  by  fair  means,  if  pos-^ 
sible,  by  forcible  modes,  if  necessary."  With 
these  views.  Lord  Lindsay  was  sent,  from  Eklin- 
burgh  to  Lochleven,  on  the  24th  of  July  1567, 
to  obtain  her  signature  to  her  resignation  of 
the  crown,  and  her  appointment  of  a  regency. 
He  was  selected,  for  such  a  business ;  as  being 
the  most  ferocious  in  his  manners,  and  most 
zealous  in  the  religion.^  When  the  Scotisb 
Queen  first  heard  this  grievous  proposal,  she 
said,  "  she  would  sooner  part  with  her  life. 


*  It  is  curious  to  remark  on  the  informations  of  Throck- 
morton's letter  to  Elizabeth  of  the  25th  July  IB67,  that 
Morton^  and  his  colleagues,  who  had  never  chained  the 
Queen,  with  any  offence^  in  their  former  proceedings,  at 
length  intended,  as  they  avowed  to  Throckmorton,  to  charge 
her  with  three  crimes :  With  tyranny,  in  disregarding  laws, 
to  which  she  had  never  assented ',  with  incontinency ,  as  weU 
with  BothweU,  as  others  :  with  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
which  they  assert  they  can  prove,  by  the  testimony  of  her 
own  hand  writing,  and  also  by  sufficient  witnesses.  Keith,  426. 
Their  previous  silence  disproves  their  subsequent  imputations. 
That  in  such  a  country  the  conspirators,  who  made  such 

« 

charges,  could  have  found  witnesses  to  prove  any  thing  is 
certain.  That  they  fobricated  what  they  could  not  find  of 
her  hand'Ufriting  is  sufficiently  apparent. 

^  Robertson  acknowledges  that  *'  Lord  Lindsay  executed 
his  commission  with  harshness,  and  brutality.*'  Hist.  i.  456. 
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than  ber  ci'own."'  But,  ebe  was  induced  to 
regard  the  matter  more  considerately,  by  a  ver- 
bal message,  which  Robert  Melvill  brought 
ber,  from  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and  Secretary 
Maitland,  "  as  she  loved  her  life,  not  to  refuse 
any  thing,  that  they  did  require."'  She  waa 
probably  full  as  much  moved,  by  a  letter,  which 
Throckmorton  wrote  her,  informing  her  that 
any  resignation,  which  she  might  make,  in 
prison,  and  in  fear,  would  not  be  considered 
by  the  world,  as  vahd.  After  a  while,  consi- 
dering all  circumstances,  she  subscribed  Lind- 
say's instruments  of  resignation,  the  tears  run-  . 
ning  down  in  abundance  from  her  eyes.* 

On  the  morrow.  Lord  Lindsay  returned  to  i 

*  SpoUiswoode,  Sli. 

■  Goodall,  166,  ii.  344.     In  answer  to  the  Queea's  com- 
plaint against  Murray,  and  MortoD,  and  their  BiSsociates,  rt  « 
York,  they  asserted,  with  th  cir  usual  effrontery ,  and  falsehood, 
that  her  resignation  had  been  volantary.     lb.  146. 

''Spottiawoode,  211.  It  ia  said,  by  a  sumewbat  earlier 
writer  that  "  ahe  neither  cou/d,  nor  dun/  refuse,  iot  the  mes- 
senger was  commanded,  in  caseshehad  refused,  to  denounce 
punishment,  and  death,  unto  her,  for  the  murder  of  her  lawful 
husband,"  Contemporary  Hist,  of  King  James,  26.  Buchanan 
indeed  says,  "  that  they  dealt  with  the  Queen,  to  resign  her 
government,  on  pretence  of  sickness,  or  any  other  specious 
alligation."  All  the  instruments  proceeded  on  a  recital, 
which  is  not  very  verocioRs,  "  of  her  being  wearied  of  tlw  J 
government."     Keith,  430-S. 
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Edinburgh  with  the  Queen's  several  deeds  of 
resignation,  which  were  bedewed  with  her  in- 
ToluDtary  tears.  The  deeds  were  immediately- 
approved,  by  Morton,  and  his  colleagues.  And 
they  now  entered  into  a  second  bond  of  asso- 
ciation J  engaging  to  crown  the  prince,  and  to 
support  him,  as  King.'  This  bond  lay  long  for 
subscription  ;  and  it  was  made  a  signature  of 
faction  to  subscribe  it.  In  order  to  carry  its 
purpose  into  immediate  effect,  Morton,  and  his 
abettors,  proceeded,  from  Edinburgh,  on  the 
26th  of  July,  1567,  to  Stirling;  carrying  with 
them  the  sword,  the  sceptre,  and  the  other 
ensigns  of  sovereign  power.*  They  appointed 
the  coronation  of  tbe  infant,  being  of  the  age  of 
one  year  and  forty  days,  to  be  performed,  on  the 
29th  of  July,  at  Stirling.  And  they,  at  the 
same  time,  sent  notice  to  the  nobles  associated 
at  Hamilton  to  attend  that  solemnity.'  On 
the  appointed  day,  a  Privy  Council  was  held,ia 
the  parish  church,  consisting  of  Morton,  and 
his  colleagues,  with  other  pei-sons  of  inferior 
rank  :  And  here  appeared  Lord  Lindsay,  who 
on  behalf  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  gave  in  her 
resignation  of  her  sceptre,  and  tier  rights  to 
her  son,  to  the  effect,  that  he  might  he  crowned, 

'  ARderson's  Col.  ii.  940-S ;  Kdth,  4S4-5. 

''  Birreln  Diary.  '  Melvilla  Mem. 
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as  King.  They  seem,  in  the  mean  tin 
have  eetabliabed  a  Dew  formula,  for  this 
mony ;  and  a  different  coroDatioo  oath, 
the  old :  As  far  as  this  oath  required  the 
"  to  rout  out  all  religions,  but  thdr 
and  to  persecute  every  person,  holding 
fereat  opinion,  from  their  creed,  it  was  fc 
by  incompetent  authority,  against  the  i 
Hon  act  of  Parliament,  in  April  prece 
Thb  coronation  oath,  then,  to  say  notb 
its  intolerance,  was  illegal.  According  t( 
usual  habits,  they  proceeded  to  interpola 
Queen's  resignation,  by  inserting  wordE 
ideas,  which  she  did  not  use :  She  gav 
thority  to  her  procurators  to  make  her 
nation  to  her  son  ;  They  introduced  e 
sions,  empowering  her  procurators  to 
her  sceptre,  and  rights,  to  the  Three  £i 
who  were  to  transfer  the  same  to  hei 
When  all  is  violence,  and  perfidy,  a  fe 
stances  of  ill^ality,  and  falsehood,  pass 
ticed  by  histoiy.  According  to  the  accus 
forms  of  the  Scotish  law,  Bellenden,  the  j 
clerk,  Knox,  the  preacher,  and  others,  e: 
protests  against  all  informal,  and  ill^ 
which  were  then  performed :  And  Arthii 
milton  protested,  in  support  of  the  rights 


'KdUi>  437-9. 


Duke  of  Chattelherault.  After  all  those  for- 
malities, the  infant  prince  was  carried,  from 
the  ceistle  to  the  church,  where  he  was  crown- 
ed, and  anointed,  hy  Adam,  Bishop  of  Orkney, 
the  same  prelate,  who  had  married  the  Queen 
to  Bothwell,  and  who  became  one  of  the  most 
outrageous  of  her  persecutors,*  Morton  him- 
self took  the  coronation  oath,  for  the  infant 
King ;  "  and  the  man  dreamed,  but  what  the 
boy  believed."  After  all  those  ceremonies,  the 
Earl  of  Mar  earned  back  the  infant  King  to 
Stirling- castle ;  the  Earl  of  Athol  bore  the 
crown  ;  the  Earl  of  Morton,  the  sceptre  ;  and 
the  Earl  of  Glencairn  the  sword.""  Throck- 
morton, the  English  envoy,  during  the  co- 
ronation, was  at  Stirling,  but  not  in  the  church; 
his  cousin,  Middlemore,  who  was  attached  to 
the  commission,  attended  the  ceremony.'    Be- 


■  The  anoinling  of  the  prince  occasione^l  it  sharp  dispute  } 
and  the  lamentations  of  Kaox,  and  the  preachers,  at  seeing 
that  Jewish  ceremony  adopted.  Calderwood's  MS.  historj-, 
Knox,  however,  made  the  scnnon. 

''  Tlie  contemporary  Hist.  King  James,  'i' . 

'  Throekmorton  hod  asked  Elizabeth's  directiOD,  whether 
he  should  attend  the  coronation,  which  he  foresaw :  And, 
in  her  letter  of  the  27th  of  July,  two  days  before  the  cere- 
mony, she  made  answer :  "  Wc  think,  knowing  our  miod, 
in  all  this  action,  as  you  do,  that  you  will  not,  by  ftny  sitch 
jictj  affirm  their  doings.  And,  for  your  better  siitisf action , 
wc  do  prohibit  yuu.l"  luscnl  thereto, by  any  uieaiii-."  Keith. 
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fore  this  violent  transfer  of  the  crown,  Morton, 
and  his  colleagues,  calling  themselves  the  secret 
council,  absurdly,  governed,  in  the  name  of" 
the  imprisoned  Queen  ;  they  now  governed,  in 
the  King's  name,  till  Murray  assumed  the  re- 
gena/ :  An  infant  King,  and  a  governing  regent, 
were  circumstances  so  frequent,  and  ao grate-' 
fut,  to  the  genius  and  the  interests  of  the  ■ 
Scotish  nobles,  that  we  may  wonder  they  did* 
not  establish  it,  as  essential  to  their  constitution, 
that  their  King  should  always  be  an  infant,  and' 
their  ruler  a  regent :  The  exchanging  of  such  a 
Queen,  for  sach  a  King,  as  James,  even  in  his' 
best  days,  only  evinced  tbe  object  of  the  con- 
spirators to  have  been  the  inauguration  of  Mur- 
ray, as  Regent ;  as  the  result  of  so  much- 
roguery,  and  violence. 

The  nobles,  who  achieved  this  revolution, 
have  been  variously  called  by  different  writers  : 
Buchanan  emblazons  them,  as  "  the  vindica- 
tors of  liberty."  Koox  calls  them,  with  less 
eloquence, "  the  lords,  the  honest  lords."  Mel- 
vill  denominates  them,  the  enterprizers;  "  the 
lords  enterprizers."     Robertson  calls  them  the 


Frcf.  xii.  i  ]b.430.  Throughout  his  whole  misrioD, Throck- 
mortoD  acted  contr&ry  to  hia  ioatructioiiaj  as  we  miiy  per- 
ceive from  his  dispatches;  as  he  waa  privately  iostnicted, 
by  £urgblcy. 


I 
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I  confederates.  His  rival  historian,  Stuart,  terras 
[  them,  the  cabal.  In  the  manuscript  of  Spottis- 
woode's  history,  which  Keith  had  seen,  they 
were  denominated  rebels,  to  which  he  added, 
"  for  so  they  were  styled  till  they  prevailed  :'* 
But,  in  the  printed  copy  the  truth  was  softened, 
by  calling'  them  the  lords.  Goodall,  Tytler,  and 
Whitaker  speak  of  them,  indignantly,  as  rebels, 
as  the  rebel  party.  I  have  chosen  to  speak  of 
them,-  as  conspirators,  both  as  consistent  with 
the  facts  of  history,  and  with  an  allusion  to  the 
conspiracy,  which  by  able,  and  artful  manage- 
ment, ended,  as  we  have  just  seen,  in  the  de- 
thronement of  the  Queen,  and  coronation  of 
her  child. 

This  conspiracy  began  early  in  December  1566; 
at  Craigmillei',  and  closed  at  the  end  of  July 
1567,  at  Stirling.  It  was  founded  on  the 
knowledge,  that  Darn  ley,  by  his  gnilty,  and 
perfidious  conduct,  at  the  murder  of  Rizzio, 
had  forfeited  the  Queen's  affections,  and  his 
own  life.  Secretary  Maitland  was  the  planner 
of  the  whole  conspiracy ;  Morton  was  the  con- 
ductor; and  Murray  was  the  gainer;  while 
various  persons,  owing  to  their  different  con- 
nections, acted  subordinate  parts,  in  that  fatal 
tragedy.  The  conspirators  were  foiled,  in  their 
first  step,  by  the  Queen's  finnness,  who  wonid 
not  even  assent  to  the  proposed  divorce  from 
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Darnley  ;  and  who  knew,  as  well  as  other  mar-  | 
ried  women,  how  wide  the  distance  is,  betweea 
the  miffs  of  marriage,  and  the  murder  of  the 
husband.  Had  the  Queen  been  more  com- 
pliant, the  conspirators  wouhl  have  proceeded, 
as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the  full  length 
against  Damley,  of  a  parliamentary  attainder, 
for  his  several  treasons,  but,  as  they  were  thus 
disappointed,  in  both  those  measures,  they  en- 
gaged in  a  plot,  which  was  at  once  very  deep, 
very  daring,  and  very  dangerous  to  the  life  of 
Darnley,  the  ruin  of  Bothwell,  and  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Queen.  They  determined  to 
take  the  life  of  Darnley  ;  to  make  Bothwell  the 
instrument,  as  well  of  that  odious  deed,  as  of  his 
own  ruin  ;and  to  involve  the  Queen,  not  so  much 
in  the  guilt,  as  in  the  disgrace  of  such  a  deed. 
TheyengBged  intheircabal,several  considerable 
persons.  Bothwell  was  easily  induced,  by  his 
ambition,  to  enter  into  a  design,  which  had 
Darnley's  death,  tor  its  means,  aud  the  marriage 
of  such  a  Queen,  for  its  end.  Morton,  while 
an  exile,  at  Newcastle,  was  easily  gained,  by 
the  hope  of  restoration,  to  enter  into  their 
cabals :  and,  we  have  seen,  in  our  progress,  the 
conspirators,  and  their  friends,  join,  zealously, 
in  soliciting  the  pardon  of  Morton,  which  they 
effected  about  Christmas  ld(i6,  at  the  baptism 


« 
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of  the  Prince."  From  the  h 
Boon  after  returned  to  his  house  of  Whittiog- 
ham,  where,  we  have  seen  Bothweli,  and 
Maitland,  in  the  very  act  of  concerting  with 
him  Darnley's  death;'  in  pursuance  of  their 
written  association,  or  bond.  About  the  same 
time,  Darnley  was  taken  with  the  small-pox, 
at  Glasgow,  the  seat  of  his  father.  Mary,  as 
we  have  seen,  sent  her  own  physician  to  attend 
upon  liim ;  visited  him  herself;  brought  him 
with  her  to  Edinburgh ;  and  endeavoured  to 
conciliate  him,  by  every  female  attention,  which 
wives  know  how  to  use.  It  was  here,  in  the 
house  of  Kirk-a-field,  that  he  soon  after  lost 
his  life  ;  in  consequence  of  those  cabals.  From 
all  these  views  of  the  facts,  can  any  one  doubt, 
whether  Darnley  lost  his  life,  as  the  obvious 
consequence  of  those  cabals,  by  the  ablest,  art- 
fullest,  and  wickedest,  of  mankind  I* 


*  Bedford's  letter*  before  quoted. 

*  Morton's  confession}  and  Arrhibald  Douglas's  letter; 
both  before  quoted.  We  may  recollect  here,  that  Morton, 
when  he  was  solicited,  by  Bothweli,  to  lend  himself  to 
that  murder,  asked  Buthivcll,  for  jome  ariling  of  the 
Queen,  to  evince  her  assent  to  that  deed,  as  he  pretended  ; 
but,  as  low  down  as  the  1st  of  February  1566-7  (the  mur- 
der being  committed  in  the  night  between  the  9lh  and  loth 
of  the  same  month)  Bothweli,  when  pressed,  could  show 
none  of  her  writing,  to  thnt allocking  effrtl. 
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Bothwell  was,  immediately,  charged  with  the 
murder;  the  Queen  was  herself  mentioned, 
not  long  after,  as  an  accessory  to  that  crime : 
and  a  vast  outcry  was  raised,  which  no  one 
felt,  hut  all  feigned  ;  and  which,  by  artifice,  was 
kept  up,  and  spread  all  over  Enrope.  Can  any 
one  doubt,  whether  those  occurrences  were  not 
some  other  results  of  the  same  conspiracy  I  One 
great  object  of  it,  the  death  of  Darnley  had 
been  effected ;  but  the  ruin  of  Bothwell,  and' 
the  disgrace  of  the  Queen,  still  remained  to  be 
accomplished,  as  the  next  objects  of  the  cabal. 
In  pursuance  of  this  outcry,  and  of  that  charge, 
Bothwell  was  tried,  and  acquitted ;  Lennox 
being  deluded,  from  the  pursuit,  by  the  saifte' 
cabal;  and  the  whole  court,  and  jury,  bein^i 
connected,  directly,  or  indirectly,  with  the  con^ 
spirntot'S,  with  Morton  at  their  head,  who  coun- 
tenanced him  at  the  bar,and  managed  his  ac- 
quittal: without  the  aid  of  so  unscrupulous  a 
faction.  Bothwell,  from  the  number  of  peSr- 
sons,  who  knew  the  secret,  could  not  possibly 
have  been  cleared  of  so  obvious  a  charge.  Mean- 
time, Murray  had  slipped  away  to  France,  by, 
the  way  of  London ;  departing  from  EkUnburgh,, 
threedays  before  the  trial  of  Bothwell,  his  per-t 
sonal  enemy;  and  leaving  Morton  at  the  hea* 
of  the  conspirators.  The  Parliament,  whiclP 
constitutionally  sat,  a  kw  days  after  the  trial^ 
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by  confirming  the  defective  titles  of  the  conspira- 
tors, and  their  connections,  gave  them  com- 
plete security  for  their  rights  :  they  were  all 
now  quite  safe,  from  the  resumptions  of  the 
Queen .  She  had  thus  made  them  safe ;  but  herself 
insecure.  She  was  now  to  be  disgraced,  as  she 
bad  been  already  calumniated.  The  Parliament 
had  scarcely  risen,  whea  many  nobles,  with 
Morton,  the  most  powerful  man  in  Scotland, 
and  several  prelates,  with  the  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews,at  their  head,6igued  a  bond  of  associa- 
tion, approving  of  BothwelVs  acquittal ;  pro- 
mising to  defend  him  from  similar  prosecutions  ; 
and  recommending  him,  as  the  properest  hus- 
band, for  the  Queen.  Beyond  this  measure, 
artifice,  and  villany,  could  not  easily  go  :  but, 
artifice,  and  villany,  did  go  beyond  the  base- 
ness of  that  bond.  Four  days  after  obtaining 
it,  Bothwell,  whose  crest  now  brightened  with 
hope,  seized  the  Queen,  on  the  road  from  Stir- 
ling; and  carried  her  to  bis  castle  of  Dunbar  ; 
"  where  he  boasted,"  as  we  learn  from  Melvill, 
"  that  he  would  marry  the  Queen,  who  would, 
or  who  would  not,  yea,  whether  she  would  her- 
self, or  not."" 
The  Queen  had  been  now  ravished,  according 


**  Mel.  Mem.  80,  wba  was  present,  and  repeats  what  be 
beard. 
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to  the  expression  of  the  conspirators,  and  she 
was  now  held  io  thraldom,  by  Bothwell, 
Whether  in  her  circumstances,  she  would  mar- 
ly the  ravisher,  or  not,  was  a  difficult  question 
of  female  delicacy  to  settle  :  Elizabeth  would 
have  had  his  head :  Mary  chose  to  have  his  1 
hand.  On  the  loth  of  May  1567,  as  Both-  ' 
well  had  obtained  a  divorce,  the  Queen  pub-  J 
lickly  married  him,  after  the  publication  of  { 
bauns :  So  that  however  improper,  there  was 
no  real  objection  to  the  validity  of  the  marriage, 
though  Murray's  secret  council  called  it  : 
privy  marriage,  and  Murray's  Parliament,  ; 
pretended  marriage."     Thus  were  all  the  great  J 

"  Had  the  Queen  known  the  vhole  guilt  of  Bolhwetl ; 
and  that  he  was  the  actual  murderer  of  her  late  husband, 
her  contract  with  Bothwell  had  been  an  odwut  marriage: 
But,  we  must  judge  of  her,  and  her  conduct,  ^m  the  dr- 
cumstaoces,  wherein  she  was  constantly  placed  :    She  knew 
not  what  we  know,  that  the  whole  movements  around  her 
were  only  parts  of  a  grand  couEpiracy,  whereof  the  murder 
of  Darnley,  the  acquittal  of  Botiiwell,  anil  her  own  marriage   , 
to  the  murderer,    were   only  particular  ports  :     She  knew,* 
that  Daniley  was  murdered,  but  by  whom  she  knew  not ; 
she  perceived,  that  Bothwell  was  acquitted,  by  hia  pee»», 
with  the  aid,  and  approbation,  of  Mortgn,  Lindsay,  Seinpil,  i 
and  other  popular  nobles  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  received, 
and  confirmed  in  I'arliament;  that  he  was  immediately  en-^ 
couraged  by  many  prelates  and  nobles,  with  Morton  as  thdrj 
chief,  to  solicit  her  in  marriage,  as  a  man  most  fit ;  thai  h 


I 

I 
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points  of  the  conspiracy,  leading  unto  the  con- 
summation, accomplished :  Darnley  was  mur- 
dered, by  Bothwell,  with  the  assent  and  en- 
couragement of  the  chief  conspirators ;  Both- 
well  was  acquitted,  by  a  formal,  but  collusive 
trial,  by  the  management  of  the  principal  con- 
spirators; the  Queen,  by  their  artifices,  and 
aid,  was  married  to  Bothwell,  whom  they  hated, 
and  wished  to  ruin  :°  Add  to  all  these  prepa- 
ratives, for  the  denouement  of  the  plot,  that  the 

was  thus  encouraged^  insidiously^  to  carry  her  o£f  by  force 
to  his  castle^  where  she  was  aided  by  none^  and  where 
''  being  ravished  byhim,"  according  to  Melvill,  [Mem.  80.] 
*'  She  could  not  but  marry  him/*  and ''  the  necessity  of  the 
time^  as  then  to  her  seemed^  did  in  a  manner  enforce  her^ 
according  to  bishop  Lesley.  [DefSence  S8.]  It  was  but  a 
sad  consideration^  that^bliged  the  unfortunate  Queen  to 
say^  in  the  language  of  Shakspeare^  though  in  her  there  was 
nothing  criminal  : 

''  The  art  of  our  necessities  is  strange^ 
'^  That  can  make  vile  things  precious.** 
o  It  is  curious  to  remark^  that  Secretary  Maitland^  the 
contriver  of  this  conspiracy^  was  present  with  the  Queen, 
when  she  was  carried  off,  in  consequence  of  measures,  by 
him  suggested ;  and  was  with  her  carried  to  Dunbar-castle, 
where  he  saw  her  forced,  by  the  necessity,  which  he  had 
brought  on,  and  countenanced,  and  concealed,  from  the 
mistress,  whom  he  was  bound  to  inform,  and  advise.  Such 
was  his  whole  life,  which  he  at  length  lost,  by  Parliamen- 
tary attainder,  for  his  knowledge,  of  Damley*s  death,  and 
his  concernment,  in  this  conspiracy. 


us 
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Parliament    had   just  confirmed  the  estates, 
titles,  and  offices  of  the  chief  conspirators,  l^e 
marriage  was  scarcely  solemnized,  when  Mor- 
ton, and  his  abettors,  began  to  incite  insurrec- 
tion.    The  motive  of  their  first  movement,  at 
Stirling^,  was  the  safety  of  the  Prince,  who  vu 
si^e,  in  the  keeping  of  the  Eai-I  of  Mar,  one  of: 
tbemselves,  within  the  impregnable  castle  of  j 
[  Stirling:  Yet,  is  it  certain,  however,  that  their i 
real  design  was  from  the  epoch  of  their  conspl 
racy,  to  dethrone  the  Queen,  and  crown  the 
Prince.     They  immediately  changed  their  first 
.  motive,  when  they  perceived,  that  it  was  subject 
I  to  popular   disapprobation,   for  its   falsehood. 
Tliey  now  avowed,  as  their  second  motive,  the 
I  releaseoftheQueen,  from  the  MroWo/n  of  Both- 
well,  of  the  Queen,  whom  t^ey  regarded,  as  an 
injured  princess  ;  And  they  continued  to  repeat 
this  motive  of  insurrection,  from  the  llth  of 
.  June,  the  date  of  their  first  proclamation,  to 
\^  the  21st  of  July  1567,  when  they  resolved 
I  demand  her  resignation.  When  she  auri-enderedi! 
Carberry-hiil,  to  the  insurgents  upon  spe*' 
\  cified  terms,  which  they  Immediately  set  asided 
[  they  were  i-educed  to  forgery,  for  a  defence 
I  their  perfidy ;    so   little  complaint   had   thi 
[against  the  Queen,  on  the  Idtb  of  June,  tj 
Jppoch  of  her  surrender.    There  was  a  thii 
motive,    which   the   insurgents    superiDduci 


I 
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upon  the  second,  a  zeal  for  bringing  Bothwell  to 
jil8tice,asthe  ninrderer  ofDarnley:  This  motive 
was  avowed  a  tliousand  times,  by  Morton, 
Lindsay,  Sempil,  and  other  noble  insurgents, 
who  had  procured  the  acquittal  of  this  same 
Bothwell,  who  afterward  enijaged,  to  defend  his 
innocence,  and  at  the  same  time,  who  had  re- 
commended him,  as  a  husband,  for  the  Queen. 
In  the  same  strain,  Morton,  and  bis  colleagues, 
continued,  to  consider  the  Queen,  as  an  injured 
woman,  rather  than  a  guilty  princess,  till  the 
moment,  when  they  resolved  to  demand  her 
resignation;  though  the  clergy,  and  their  fol- 
lowers, charged  her  with  crimes,  and  threaten- 
ed her  life.  When  Morton,  and  his  complot- 
ters  committed  her  to  Lochlevenj-castle,  they 
showed  no  cause,  for  such  a  commitment,  and 
had  none  to  show;  as  we  have  already  seen  : 
When  they  resolved  to  demand  her  resignation, 
the  conspirators  bad  as  little  cause  to  justify 
BO  violent  an  act ;    because  they  bad  none.' 

'  See  Throckmoruin'fi  letlera  from  Scotland,  in  Robert- 
aoa'a  App.  and  Keith  throughout. 

t  After  thof  had  iaforccd  tlie  Queen's  resignation,  in- 
deed, the  insurgent  nobles,  by  the  lon^e  of  Maitland,  tbe 
treacherous  secretary,  avowed,  Ltiat  they  meant  to  charge  tbe 
Queen,  with  tt/ranny,  wit)i  incontinence,  and  the  murder  of  her 
huibaiuli  profestiug  thnl,  they  could  prove  this  lEist  point,  iis 
VOL.   til.  L  1 
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From  those  just  view«  of  this  interesting  sub*J 
ject,  we  may  now  perceive,  that  Morton  and'] 


well  by  ber  own  hand  writing,  as  by  witnesses.     ThrocW] 
norton's  letter  to  Elizabeth  of  the  25th  of  July,  ii 
I  4S5-G.     When  Murray,   and  Morton,   sat  down,  in    tiM^.fl 
[  council,  to  decide,  finally,  on  what  charge  against  the  Queen,.  J 
L  they  would  rest  their  justificution,  for  dethrouing  her 
I  iclinquished  the  two  Iirst  imputations,  of  l^ranny  and  incdi^  M 
llmence:  The  Queen,  who  had  pardoned  bo  many  Irutora;  ' 
■  iivho  hnd  nought  do  man's  life,  or  estate ;  who  had  confirmed 
■ito  many  defective  titles;  who  had  grunted  oblivion  for  so 
r  ytany  crimes,  and  toleration  to  every  religion  ;  could  not, 
wth  any  fitness,  be  charged  with  tyranny :  The  imputatioif 
of  iitcontmence  was  relinquished  to  the  calumnious  tongua  1 
of  the  clergy,  and  the  historical  falsehoods  of  Buchanan. 
The  Murrays,  and  the  Morions,  relied,  wholly,  on  the  third 
charge  ;  knowing  how  easily  they  could  fabricate  her  hand 
writing.      When  she  complained    of  their   breacti   of  the 
terms,  on  which  she  hud  eurrendercd  to  them,  on  Carbeny- 
hill,  the  conspirators  forged  a  letter,  from  the  Queen  to  Both- 
well,  after  she  had  put  bim  away,  to  justify  their  own  per- 
fidy, llie  letter  was,  immediately,  suppressed,  but  the  false- 
hood was  long  retained  :  Upon  this  falsehood,  they  imprisou- 
cd  their  Sovereign  ;  ond  refuseti  to  lilierate  her ;  constantly 
affirming,  that  she  would  not  put  away  Bothwell ;  and  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  punish  Bothwell,  if  she  were  free. 
But,  Bothwell  had  been  expelled  from  Scotland,  by  general  m 
concurrence;  and  tvas  soon  after  committed  to  the  prisons  fl 
of  Denmark  :  The  Queen's  Commissioners  expressly  afHrmal 
ed,  in  reply  to  Murray's  answer ;  at  York,  that  she  neveJ' 1 
made  offer  to  leave  the   realm,  that  she  might  possess  U 
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and  his  coadjutors  in  villany^  were  rebels  till 
the  epoch  of  the  Queen's  surrender  to  them ; 
and,  from  that  epoch,  till  her  resignation,  they 
were  usurpers,  who  defended  themselves,  by  the 
unhallowed  means  of  falsehood,  and  forgery,  of 
perfidy,  and  violence. 

But,  they  did  not  act  thus,  for  themselves 
alone :  Their  crimes  were  merely  means,  for 
the  great  end  of  substituting  Murray,  for  Mary, 
under  the  name  of  Regent.  We  have  seen 
how  early  Cecil  had  projected,  and  promoted 
the  same  end  ;  in  order  that  his  mistress  might 
rule  Scotland,  by  the  instrumentality  of  Mur- 
ray/   This  artful  anarch  acted  as  one  of  the 

Earl  of  Bothwell^  as  he  alleged.  Goodall,  ii.  165.  And 
what  is  this^  but  a  mere  calumny  of  base  conspirators  -,  to 
cover  their  own  misdeeds. 

'  In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  said  of  CeciFs 
project  for  establishing  Murray,  as  Viceroy  of  Scotland^  some 
other  notices  may  be  subjoined.  ''  The  Earl  of  Murray^" 
says  Strype,  '*  under  June  the  l^th  1565,  is  succoured^  by 
the  Earl  of  Bedford,  as  it  were>  without  the  Queen's  privity^ 
to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  the  Scotish  Queen/*  Annals,  i.  475. 
As  to  the  Scotish  matters,  the  Annalist  adds,  "  thus  the  Se- 
cretary wrote,  to  his  correspondent,  March  the  26th  1566; 
I  am  in  doubt,  to  which  of  the  parties,  I  should  wish  victory, 
as  per  case,  in  their  hearts,  they  covet :  And  yet,  1  cannot 
think  evil  of  the  Earl  of  Murray."  Ih.  480.  We  shall  im- 
mediately perceive,  that  Cecil  continued,  steadily,  in  bis 
original  purpose,  with  regard  to  Murray's  aims. 
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original  conspirators,  at  Craigmillar.'     In  pup- 
suance  of  the  concert,  which  was  then  agreed  | 
upon,  he  zealously  promoted  the   pardon  of 
Morton.      Murray,    undoubtedly,    knew    the 
whole  purpose  of  the  conspirators,  and  every 
step  they  took,  for    accomplishing  their  pre*  i 
vious  design.     He,  of  course,  was  acquainted  * 
with  the  veiy  day,  on  which  Darnley  would  be 
despatched :  And  to  avoid  suspicion  of  his  par- 
ticipation, or  knowledge  of  that  odious  deed, 
[he  went  to  Fife,  on   pretence  of  visiting  bia 
\  wife.'     Murray  continued  about  the  court,  in 


*  The  thirty-five  prelates,  and  nobles,  who  assembled  ai 
I  Kunbarton,  in  September  1568i  expressly  charge  Murray 
r  with  his  participalion  intlie  conspiracy  at  Craigmillar;  and 
'  with  carrying  his  views,  as  well  as  the  other  conspirators, 
'  the  full  lengtli  of  depriving  Damley,  "of  bis  koig'hted  Ufb/*"* 
I'floodall,  ii.S3!>.  fl 

'  Keith,  365,  who  remarked,  llie  common  observBti(ni>   ' 
I   willi  regard  to  Murray's  usual  practice,  to  retire  oat  of  sight, 
when  any  fatal  accident  was  lo  happen,  or  crime  to  be  com- 
mitted.    But,  Cecil,  «ho  probably  knew  of  the  previous 
pDrpose,  in  wriUngto  the  Queen's  ambassador,  at  Paria,  im< 
,    mediately  after  the  murder,  in  March  IBCS-T  informed  him  : 

lere  do  adhere  together,  with  the  Earl  of  Lennox, 

rZerla  of  Argyle,    Morion,   Athol,    Murray,   Caliiess,    i 

I  Glencairn,  who  mean  to  be,  at  Edinburgh,  very  shortly,  i 

they  pretend,  to  search  out  the  malefactors."  Cabnla,  lUi 

tlius  perceive   t)je   prescient  Cecil  rank  his  favouriti! 

Murray,  among  the  conepimiori,  and  to  be  acquainted  » 
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concert  with  Morton,  and  his  colleagues,  dur- 
ing the  two  anxious  months,  from  the  10th  of 
February,  when  Darnley  was  assassinated,  till 
the  9th  of  April,  when  the  day  of  BothwelPs 
acquittal  approached.  Like  other  men,  who 
have  committed  daring  deeds,  Murray  seems  to 
have  felt  some  of  the  "  compunctious  visitings 
of  nature." 

He  appears  to  have  conceived,  that  his  con- 
duct, with  such  associates,  was  liable  to  sus- 
picion :  And  he  was  anxious  to  have  his  objects, 
and  his  actions,  explained,  by  a  friend,  to  a 
friend.  On  the  9th  of  April  1567,  with  the 
Queen's  consent,  Murray  set  out,  for  France, 
by  the  way  of  London,  where,  he  no  doubt, 
visited  Throckmorton,  and  Cecil.*  Morton 
probably  managed  Murray's  affairs,  in  the  Par- 
liaioent  of  April  1567,  wherein  his  estates,  and 
titles,  were  confirmed  :  Morton,  the  chief  of  all 
those  conspirators,  certainly  corresponded  with 
Murray,  in  France,  whither  he  went,  as  it 
should  seem,  for  popular  effect."  Cecil  not  only 

the  previous  design  of  the  conspiring  nobles.  Cecil  wrote 
what  he  knew  to  be  untrue^  that  Lennox  had  any  party«  in 
Scotland  :  It  was  Murray's  party. 

*  Camden,  the  best  informed  historian  of  that  age,  as  he 
had  perused  the  most  State  Papers,  says,  expressly,  that 
Murray  retired  into  France,  in  order,  that  he  might  seem  to 
be  clear  of  the  conspiracy.     Hist.  Eliz.  Trans.  94. 

>  Robertson,  Hist.  i.  461,  admiU,  that  the  chiefb  of  the 
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coDveyed,  secretly,  and  safely,  the  letters  of 
the  conspirators  to  Murray :  But,  as  we  have 
alreadyperceived,  the  Secretary  supplied  money, 
for  enabling  Murray,  to  retnrn,  from  France,  to 
Scotland.'  As  soon  as  the  conspirators  heard 
of  the  arrival  of  Murray,  at  London,  they  sent 
forward  Sir  James  Melvill  to  Berwick,  in  order 
to  inform  him  of  the  state  of  afiiurs,  and  of  his 
heing  appointed  Regent,  by  the  Queen.*  After 
considering  all  those  details,  facts,  and  circum- 
stances, can  any  one  doubt,  whether  Murray, 
and  Cecil,  were  not  two  of  the  conspirators, 
who  dethroned  the  Scotish  Queen,  as  thdr 
great  end,  while  the  murder  of  Darnley,  and 
the  marriage  of  Mary,  with  Botbwell,  were 
only  intermediate  means  ? '    And  yet,  was  Eli- 

lebels  held  &  oousbuit  correspondence  with  Mturay,  in 
France  -,  and  that  he  rvtiirMd,  at  their  de^re  :  But,  we  have 
«*cii  HccreUvj'  Cedli  in  tfee  vttj  net  of  conveying  to  France, 
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zabeth,  on  that  occasion,  sincere,  in  her  endea- 
vours to  relieve  Mary,  as  she  feared  the  ferocity 
of  the  conspirators,  and  dreaded  the  example 
of  their  success :  But,  she  was  circumvented 
by  Cecil,  and  misserved  by  Throckmorton,  who 
was  himself  misguided  by  Cecil's  cunning,^  and 
influenced,  by  Murray's  friendship. 

On  the  29th  of  July  1567,  Mary*s  infant  son 
was  crowned  in  the  church  of  Stirling.  On  the 
11th  of  August,  thereafter,  Murray  arrived, 
from  France,  at  Edinburgh :  And  on  the  2'2d 
of  the  same  month  was  he  declared  Regent,  till 
the  King  should  become  seventeen  years  of  age.* 
All  those  events  were  produced,  by  the  vigour, 
the  valour,  and  villany  of  Morton,  who  was 
amply  rewarded,  by  Murray,  for  his  guilt,  "so 
criminal,  and  so  capital  in  nature."  He  was 
now,  criminal  as  he  was,  restored  to  his  oflSce 
of  Chancellor.  And  soon  after,  upon  the  for- 
feiture of  Both  well,  was  Morton  made  admiral  of 
Scotland,  and  sheriff  of  Edinburghshire :'  And 
the  laird  of  Whitelaw  being  forfeited,  for  the 

'*  this  fEiction  [Morton*8  fisu^tion]  returned  from  France  into 
"  Scotland."     The  Contemporary  Hist,  of  King  James,  27, 

^  The  letters  of  Elizabeth  to  Throckmorton,  her  envoy, 
at  Edinburgh,  are  written,  with  great  vigour,  in  favour 
of  Mary :  But,  Cecil,  who  had  many  private  agencies, 
secretly  instructed  the  conspirators  to  persevere,  and  Mur- 
ray to  act.  See  Robertson*s  Appendix ;  Keith,  History  and 
App.  and  the  Cabala,  throughout.         *  BirreFs  Diary,  11. 

^  Frirj  Seal  Record. 
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same  crime,  his  escheat,  was  moreover.cooferred 
on  Morton  :'  The  reader  must  always  recollect, 
what  never  can  be  forgotten,  that  Morton  him- 
self was  clearly  convicted,  fourteen  years  after- 
wards, of  the  same  treason,  which  produced  so 
many  forfeitures  1 

Murray,  and  Morton,  as  they  were  of  conge- 
nial principles,  practices,  and  pursuits,  were 
quite  inseparable.  Morton  commanded  Mur- 
ray's army  at  the  battle  of  Langside,  which 
drove  the  unfortunate  Queen  into  Elizabeth's 
snare,  in  England.  Morton  was  the  lucky, 
discoverer  of  Mary's  letters,  which,  in  his  cus- 
tody, assumed  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  j 
which  were  first  written,  and  subscribed,  by  • 
the  Queen's  own  hand ;  which  next  were  I 
wholly  written  by  her  own ;  which  were  first  . 
writteu  in  the  Scotish  language,  then  in  the 
Latin,  and  then  in  the  French ;  yet  still  conti- 
nued, unchanged,  the  genuine  letters  of  the 
Scotish  Queen,  that  she  had  sent  to  her  en- 
chanting lover,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell.  Morton 
DOW  accompanied  Murray  into  England,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners,  who  were  toexplmn 
to  the  candid  Elizabeth  all  those  transforma- 
tions of  Mary  epistles,  and  to  charge  their 
sovereign  with  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
which  they  themselves  bad  committed.     Bat, 


i 
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the  great  exploit  of  Morton,  on  that  disgrace- 
ful commission,  was  to  avow  upon  his  honour, 
and  oath,  that  what  he  had  said,  and  written, 
of  his  finding  the  Queen's  gilt  box,  containing 
the  said  letters,  sonnets,  and  contracts  of  mar- 
riage, was  true.'  Yet,  wilful  perjury  was  so 
common,  in  that  reformed  age,  that  Morton 
was  not  deemed  the  worse  magistrate,  or  the 
worse  man,  for  being  thus  forsworn.  Eliza- 
beth's commissioners,  who  were  entrusted  to 
examine  those  forgeries,  at  York,  were  sworn 
to  act  fairly;  yet  immediately  acted,  falsely: 
Elizabeth's  counsellors,  with  Cecil  at  their 
head,  who  were  entrusted  to  make  the  same 
enquiries,  at  Westminster,  were  sworn  to  act 
honestly  j  yet  throughout  the  whole  examina- 
tion, acted  knavishly;  Elizabeth,  as  she  urged 
Murray,  and  Morton,  and  other  Scots  commis- 
sioners, to  swear  to  the  genuineness  of  Mary's 
epistles,  which  had  already  appeared  before 
Elizabeth,  in  every  shape,  and  in  evei*y  Ian- 
guage,  was  herself  only  guilty  of  subornation  of 
perjury.  But,  no  guardian  angel  cried  out,  in 
Slmkspeai-e's  speech — 

"  Take  heed  ;  for  be  holds  vengeance,  in  his  hand  ; 
"  Tohnrl,  upon  Uieir  heads,  that  break  bis  law — 

" And  that  same  reng^nce  duth  hurl  on  Uiee, 

"  For  faUe/ortwearing,  and  for  murder  too." 


'  GoodiiU'fl  Bxaniin.  u.  Ml. 
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As  the  object  of  Elizabeth,  in  those  disgrace- 
iiil  doings,  was  to  scandalize  the  Scotish  Queen  ; 
and  having,  by  such  odious  means,  obtained 
her  abominable  end,  she  dismissed  Murray, 
and  Morton,  with  their  boxful  of  fDrg;eries,  to 
the  "  false  North."  But,  mark  how  vengeance 
was  hurled  on  the  heads  of  those  guilty  men, 
with  tlieir  coadjutors.  The  Regent  Murray 
was  soon  after  shot,  by  Hamilton's  vengeful 
culverin,  in  the  streets  of  Linlithgow.  Lennox; 
who  succeeded  Murray  as  Regent,  under  Eli- 
zabeth's influence,  was  not  long  after,  shot  in  a 
skirmish,  on  Stirling  street.  Mar,  who  sue* 
succeeded  him,  died,  ere  long  of  a  broken  heart. 
Morton,  the  fourth  Regent,  after  adding  crime 
to  crime,  was  convicted  of  murdering  Darnley, 
and  was  executed,  for  his  treason  ;  confessing 
his  guilt.  And,  Maitfand  of  Lethington,  Mary's 
far-famed  secretary,  who  is  deemed  the  forger 
of  her  said  love  letters,  was  adjudged,  by  Par- 
liament, for  the  same  murder,  and  died,  by 
poison ;  criminating  Morton,  and  Morton  re^ 
criminating  on  Maitlaad,  like  the  meanest  mur^f 
defers.  And,  yet,  the  pious  historians  of  Scot- 
land are  not  convinced  that,  he,  who  holds 
vengeance,  in  his  hand,  did  not  hurl  vengeance 
on  the  heads  of  those  mighty  breakers  of  his 
law ;  for  false  forswearing,  and,  and  for  murder 
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Moiton,  the  Chancellor,  still  continued  in 
great  trust,  and  much  employment ;  as  he  had 
a  head  to  contrive,  and  a  hand  to  execute,  any 
purpose.  When  Murray  entertained  the  de- 
sign of  obtaining  possession  of  the  Queen's 
person,  he  sent  Morton,  Pitcarne,  the  Secretary, 
and  M^Gill,  the  Clerk  Register,  to  the  English 
court,  to  solicit  thatodious  measure,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1571.  The  Scotish  envoys  knevr  Eliza- 
beth, and  Elizabeth  knevr  them ;  andbeingintro- 
duced  into  the  Queen's  presence,  she  willed  them, 
as  Camden  relates,  to  express  more  plainly,  their 
causes,  for  deposing  their  Queen,  and  to  prove 
them  to  bejust :  They  now  exhibited  toher  alarge 
discourse ;  wherein,  continues  Camden,  with  in- 
solent liberty,  and  sharpness  of  words,  they  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  by  an  ancient  privilege  of 
their  nation,  by  outworn  examples,  and  new 
ones  gathered  from  late  books,  that  the  Scotish 
nobles  are  above  their  Kings ;  yea,  and  by  the 
authority  of  Calvin,  that  popular  magistrates 
are  ordained,  every  where,  to  moderate  the 
lust  of  kings ;  and  so  it  is  lawful  for  them  to 
restrain  bad  kings,  and  to  depose  them.*  The 
indignation  of  Elizabeth  could  be  no  longer  re- 
strained :  Such  speech,  and  such  sentiments, 
struck  her  princely  ears,  so  strongly,  as  to  de« 


<  Camden*8  Transl:  Ed.  3.  p.  122. 
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prive  her  of  her  moderation :  She  scarcely 
could  be  induced  to  listen  to  their  boastful 
professions  of  their  own  lenity,  towards  their 
imprisoned  Queen,  whom  their  lenity  had  al- 
lowed to  live  till  she  had  resigned  her  crown  to 
her  son,  and  given  him  a  Regent ;  but,  that  it 
was  owing  to  their  mercy,  not  to  her  innocence, 
that  she  was  allowed  so  long  to  live.''  Such  then, 
was  the  language  of  the  awarcA*,  who  acting  un- 
der such  maxims,  and  justifying  their  conduct, 
by  Calvin's  name,comraitted  eveiy  crime,  which 
society  reprobates  the  most.  Uut,  we  hear  no 
more  of  the  boxful  of  letters,  which  Morton 
still  retained,  as  a  supplementary  justification 
of  his  conspiracy,  and  his  treasons.  The  ne- 
gotiation, for  the  delivery  of  the  Scotish  Queen, 
into  the  hands  of  assassins,  could  only  be  suc- 
cessful, under  the  management  of  such  men, 
as  Morton,  M'Gill,  and  Pitcarne.  The  nego- 
ciation  wiis  ended,  rather  abruptly,  by  the  im- 
patience of  the  two  Queens.  And  both  parties, 
in  Scotland,  prepared  their  rude  armour,  for  i 
civil  war. 

It  was  during  the  same  negotiation,  thiit  the  ] 
Scotish  envoys,  receiving  a  letter  from  Thomas  I 
Buchanan,  the  Regent's  ageut,  in  DenmaHc,  | 
were  required,  by  Cecil,  to  show  this  letter, thqr  I 


I 
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delivered  ia  a  ciistrated  copy,  for  the  gemiine 
original.'  We  may  thus  see  what  adepts  such 
men  were,  in  all  the  artifices  of  fraudulence, 
and  how  unfit  they  were,  for  any  trust,  and  how 
unworthy  of  being  witnesses,  in  any  cause. 

Meantime,  on  the  27tb  of  January  1570-1, 
the  Earl  of  Lennox  was  proclaimed  Regent, 
and  the  Earl  of  Morton  his  lieutenant.''  Dun- 
barton-castle  was  taken  by  the  Regent,  on  the 
Istof  April  1571.  On  the  14th  of  May,  there 
were  two  Parliaments  holden  at  Edinburgh,  and 


'  See  the  letter  of  Morton,  Pitcarne,  iuid  M'GiU,  dated, 
at  Lon^ou,  the  ^4th  of  Marcli  15*0-1,  lo  tbe  Regent  Len- 
nox. Goodoll's  ExBmin  ii.  382.  "  The  cause  why  it  has 
been  so  long  io  sending,"  say  they,  "  was  that  we  thought 
not  best  to  commit  it  to  the  through-post,  or  a  common  mes- 
■enger ;  For,  we  had  no  will  tbe  contents  of  the  eatue  should 
be  known,  fearing  that  some  words,  and  matters,  mentioned 
in  the  same,  being  dispersed  here,  as  news,  should  liiive 
rather  hindered,  nor  furthered  our  cause :  And,  therefore. 
beiiig  desired  at  court  lo  show  the  letter,  we  gave  to  un- 
derstand, Ihut  we  hud  sent  the  principal  [original]  awny  ; 
mad  delivered  a  copy,  omitting  such  things,  as  we  thought 
not  meet  to  be  shown,  as  your  grace  may  perceive,  by  the 
like  copy,  which,  also,  we  have  sent  you  herewith  ;  which 
jre  may  communicate  to  such  ae  your  Grace  thinks  not  ex- 
pedient to  communicate  the  whole  contents  of  the  principal 
letter  unto."  ^lie  great  oliject  of  Thomas  Buchanan's  ne- 
gociation,  at  Copenhagen  was  the  delivering  of  Bolhweil. 
that  justice  might  be  executed  upon  him.  Id. 
'  Birrcl's  Diary,  18. 
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ils  suburbs,  the  proper  emblems  of  civU  war}  J 
one  for  the  Queen,  in  the  accustomed  place; 
and  the  King's,  in  the  Caonongate.  And,  there 
were  many  persons  forfeited,  in  both  these  Par- 
liaments :  Morton  acted,  as  chancellor,  for  the 
King,  as  well  as  his  general,  in  the  same  turbu- 
lent neighbourhood.'  On  the  3rd  of  Septem- 
ber 1571,  however,  the  Regent  Lennox  was 
slain,  when  a  prisoner,  with  the  Queen's  party, 
who  had  surprised  Stirling. 

The  Earl  of  Mar,  was  now  chosen  Regent, 
while  Morton  enjoyed  the  secret  of  Cecil,  for 
the  management  of  Scotland ;  and  wanted 
nothing,  says  Crawford,  but  the  name  of  Re- 
gent, through  all  the  three  regencies,  that  went 
before  him."'  The  Regent  Mar  died,  in  October 
1572  ;  and  on  the  '27th  of  November  following, 
the  Earl  of  Morton  was  chosen  Regent,  by  a 
plurality  of  voices."  By  his  artifice,  or  bis 
vigour,  be  erewbile  induced  the  principal  par- 
tizans  of  the  Queen,  to  submit  to  his  authority, 
all  but  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  which  was 
held,  by  the  military  conduct  of  Kirkaldy,  who 
was  supported  by  the  prompt  suggestions  of 
Maitland.  But,  the  English  army,  wbich  Mor- 
ton's influence  brought,  from  Berwick,  in  May 


'  lb.  "  Officers  of  State,  100. 
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1573,  compelled  the  castle  to  submit,  notwith- 
standing the  valour  of  Kirkaldy,  and  the  wiles 
of  Mai t land :  the  Governor  was  hanged,  the 
Secretary  was  poisoned. 

The  Regent  now  cultivated,  for  a  while,  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  indulged,  at  all  times,  his 
usual  passion  for  money  :^  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  he  oppressed  by  his  rigour:  in  his 
government  of  the  church,  his  ruling  passion 
of  avarice  carried  him  to  the  excess  of  ruining 
the  clergy :  he  made  penitents  pay,  for  indulging 
themselves,  in  Lent :  nor  left  he,  says  Spottis- 
woode,  any  means  unessayed,  that  served  to 
bring  money  to  his  coffers,  which  drew  upon 
him  much  hatred,  and  constant  envy.^  In  the 
midst  of  this  cupidity,  he  obliged,  by  legal  pro- 
cess, the  widow  of  the  Regent  Murray,  to  de-> 
liver  the  Queen's  jewels :  and,  while  he  perverted 
justice  to  the  oppressioa  of  individuals,  for  his 
own  profit,  he  appointed  commissioners,  for 
revising  the  whole  jurisprudence.*" 

At  length  the  oppressions  of  this  guilty  Rea- 
gent could  be  no  longer  borne.  The  people's 
outcries,  and  the  nobles  hatred,  at  the  head  of 
whom,  were  Argyle,  and  Athol,  induced  the 
Aegent  to  resign  his  office.    The  king,  who  was 

o  Crawf(»rd's  Officers  of  Stato,  100-1. 

p  Id.  S|K)iswoo<lc's  Hist.  **  Godscroft. 
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Btill  under  twelve  years  of  age,  accepted  bis 
resignation,  on  the  15th  of  September  1577  : ' 
and  after  various  intrigues,  the  King  was  in- 
duced, on  the  8th  of  March,  in  the  subsequent 
year,  to  assume  the  sceptre  into  his  infant 
hands,  with  Argyle,  Atbol,  Montrose,  and  other 
nobles,  for  his  ministers,'  who  were  confirmed, 
by  the  Parliament  of  the  subsequent  year. 

Yet,   Morton  had  been  so  long  busy,  that 
he  could  not  enjoy  quiet.     He  still  bad  his  en- 
mities, with  Argyle,  and  Athol,  which,  as  they 
could  not  be  easily  settled,  Athol  was  com- 
manded to  remain,  in  Edinburgh,  and  Morton, 
at  Dalkeith.'    During  the  year  1578,  Morton 
seems  to  have  got  possession  of  the  person,  and 
the  dominion  over  the  spirit  of  the  King ;  so  as 
to  rule  the  nation,  without  the  cares   of  the 
V  regency  :"  but,  he  did  not  thus  rule,without  the 
L  Strenuous   opposition    of    Argyle,   Athol,  and 
i  other  powerful  nobles :  and,  towards   the  end 
I  of  the  same  year,  by  means  of  mutual  media- 
.  tors,  their  differences   were  apparently  com- 


'  Crawford'a  Officers  of  State,  102  -, 

'  Moyses's  Mem.  1-2-7  :  when  the  proclamation  of  thej 
[  King's  accession  was  read,  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  Mor* 
ton  attended  -,  and  promised  obedieDce,  nnd   service,  whl 
be  protested  against  any  other  Regent,  lb.  3.  Cnwf.  ( 
State,  103-4.  ■  lb.  11. 

"  Moyses's  Meoi. 
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posed.  It  was  the  Parliament  of  March  1578-9, 
which  assetnhled,  at  Stirling,  that  pave  more 
efficiency  to  tlie  reconcilement  of  the  nobles, 
and  more  efficacy  to  the  government  of  the 
King.  On  the  2'lth  of  April,  in  the  same  year, 
died  Athol,  the  Chancellor,  of  poison,  and  as 
generally  was  supposed,  by  Morton's  procure- 
ment :  of  so  unprincipled  a  man,  who  had  com- 
mitted so  many  crimes,  any  villany  was  to  be 
expected;  yet,  this  crime,  tliougti  strong  suspi- 
cions settled  on  him,  seems  to  bavc  been  never 
proved.  While  Morton  was  thus  involved,  in 
8o  much  crimination,  he  had.  the  satisfaction, 
during  the  busy  year  1578.  of  seeing  the  Ha- 
miltons,  whom  he  hated,  almost  wholly  ruined, 
and  of  contributing  to  their  fall.  On  the  12th 
of  August  157'J,  the  two  poets,  Tiirnbul,  and 
Scot,  were  hanged,  at  Stirling,  for  distributing 
ballads,  tending  to  sedition  ;  and  as  these  exe- 
cutions were  unprecedented,  in  Scotland,  where 
poets  had  never  been  so  punished  before,  Mor- 
ton thereby  incurred  popular  haired,  and  was 
libelled  in  prose,  as  well  as  in  poetry.*  Such 
was  the  harshness  of  punishments,  under  the 
influence  of  Morton;  and  such  the  domination 
of  government,  which  is  always  severe,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  weakness.  The  year  1579  is,  also, 


'  Mo;»eB'iMeni..17. 
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memoroble  for  tlie  removal  of  the  King,  from 
tiie  Castle  of  Stirling,  his  nursery,  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  was  treated,  aod  acted,  as  a  King; 
and  is  equally  remarkable,  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Lord  Aubigney,  the  King's  cousin,  from  France; 
and  for  the  ascendency  of  James  Steuart,  of 
Ochiltree,  over  the  King's  spirit. 

Morton  was  now  hastening  fast  to  his  fall. 
This  was  preceded,  perhaps  promoted,  by  the 
reauwmcnt  of  his  old  enmity,  with  the  Earl  of 
Argyle.  He  was  not  of  a  nature  to  fall,  with- 
out a  struggle,  worthy  of  his  former  vigour: 
Hut,  new  times  had  arisen,  and  various  different 
nicti  hud  advanced  upon  him.  On  the  last  day  of 
Ucceriil»er  IA80,  the  same  Steuart  of  Ochiltree, 
L-amc  into  the  King's  council,  the  King  being 
pi-esent ;  and  accused  Morton  of  knowing  of 
the  late  King's  murder,  without  revealing  it; 
and  atHrming,  in  confirmation  of  the  charge, 
that  Archibald  Douglas,  the  earl's  cousin,  was, 
actually,  present,  by  Morton's  command.'  Such 
an  accusation,  by  such  a  person,  seems  to  imply, 
that  ihetreasoDOUs  guilt  of  that  crimeful  nobler 
was  become  quite  notorious,  in  the  popular 
belief.  Eliaabelb,  ami  Cecil,  now  interpfwed 
Tigoruu^ly,  in  protectioa  of  Mortoo,  who  bad. 
so  long  been  tbeir  a^ot,  and  kneir  so  maaj 
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their  secrets/  After  Bowes  had  endeavoured, 
in  vain,  to  protect  that  odious  noble,  the  noto* 
rious  Randolph  was  sent  to  Edinburgh,  with  the 
same  views :  Elizabeth's  envoy  now  used  every 
artifice,  in  favour  of  Morton  ;  and  entered  into 
the  most  dangerous  intrigues,  which  could  not 
be  tolerated,  even  in  an  ambassador :  but,  find- 
ing that  his  person,  and  his  papers,  were  in 
danger,  he  retired,  secretly,  from  Edinburgh,  to 
Berwick/ 


*  There  is  a  vast  coUection  of  papers,  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum, and  Paper  Office ;  which  show  the  persevering  efforts 
of  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  for  saving  Morton's  life :  Randolph, 
their  agent,  in  Scotland,  at  length  put  the  matter  thus  to 
them  :  *'  if  you  march  an  army,  from  Berwick  to  Edinburgh, 
the  King  wiU  retire  into  Argyle ;  and  thence  to  France :  this, 
then,  would  not  be  advantageous  to  England  :  secondly.  If 
fou  send  an  army,  to  lay  waste  the  Lothians ;  you  would 
thereby  destroy  as  many  friends,  as  foes :  this,  then,  is  not 
for  the  interest  of  England.*'  It  was  thus  shown  to  the 
fruitful  mind  of  Cecil,  that  it  was  beyond  the  power  of 
Elizabeth  to  save  the  guilty  life  of  Morton,  without  extreme 
disadvantage  to  England. 

*  There  is  a  letter  from  Randolph,  on  that  occasion,  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  which  was  transcribed  by  Strype,  into 
his  Annals,  ii.  App.  138 :  "I  find  no  good  success  of  my 
travail  to  either  of  those  purposes,  for  protecting  Morton^ 
and  wholly  removing  D'Aubiny :  the  Earl  of  Morton  is 
very  rich ;  he  hath  goodly  houses,  and  well  furnished :  he 
had  great  lands,  and  many  friends,  in  his  prosperity.    The 
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Every  intrigue,  in  favour  of  Morton,  was  de- 
tected, and  every  insurrection  was  dissipated, 
by  securing  the  principal  insurgents.*  On  the 
1st  of  June  1581 ,  the  Earl  of  Morton  was  tried, 
by  an  assize,  for  the  treasonous  murder  of  the 
late  King  Henry ;  was  convicted,  and  adjudged, 
as  in   cases   of  treason."    The  sentence  was 


doubt  of  his  power,  when  he  was  at  liberty,  procured  him 
many  enemies :  his  backwardness  tci  ^ive,  that  which  he 
hath,  is  thought,  by  many,  quarrel  sufficient.  1  find  little 
hope  of  bis  life,  the  rather,  for  that  divers  of  his  most  assured 
friends,  and  servants,  are  hh  accusers }  some,  say,  that  be  was 
guilty  of  the  King's  murther;  others,  that  he  was  consent- 
ing to  the  poisoning  of  the  Earl  of  Athole :  some  that  of 
late  he  intended  to  have  taken  the  King,  and  to  have  killed 
the  Earl  of  Argj'le,  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  and  Montrose  ■-  if 
this  be  true,  his  fault  is  greater  than  can  be  borne  with,  [f 
he  be  innocent,  yet  is  the  malice  so  great,  as  he  cannot 
escape  with  his  life.  Nay,  I  cannot,  myself  wish  him  any 
favour,  if  that  be  true,  that  is  said  of  him,  and  confessed, 
by  tliose,  in  whom  he  had  no  small  trust.  This  in  time  will 
be  tried  :  and  her  Majesty  shall  be  truely  informed,  what  his 
doings  have  been.  Mow  I  have  dealt,  from  time  to  titae, 
with  the  King  and  Council ;  and  what  answer  I  have  re- 
ceived J  Ds  also  of  ray  hasty  departure  out  of  that  country, 
that  both  had  libels  setup  against  mc,  and  harquebus  shot  ib 
at  my  chamber  window,  I  trust  your  lordship  knoweth,  by 
such  letters,  as  are  come  to  Secretary  Walsiagham's  hands." 

*  Moyses'  Mem.  51. 

'  Ib.  53-4 :  From  the  same  book,  it  appears,  that  some 
evidences  tubscribed  with  hit  win  hand,  were  laid  before  t 
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changed,  by  the  King,  to  decollation,  which 
was  executed,  on  the  subsequent  day ;  Morton 
having,  previously,  confessed  his  guilt,  with 
many  of  the  transactions,  which  necessarily  led 
to  that  odious  deed.**  His  head,  says  Robertson, 
was  placed  on  the  publick  gaol  of  Edinburgh ; 
and  his  body,  after  lying  till  sunset,  on  the 
scaffold,  covered  with  a  beggarly  cloak,  was 
carried,  by  common  porters,  to  the  usual  burial 
place  of  criminals.* 


Assize  i  it  was  attested  by  the  depositions  of  same  persons, 
says  the  same  work,  who  were  actors  of  that  horrible  fact : 
And>  therefore,  continues  Moyses,  doom  was  pronounced, 
that  he  should  be  hanged,  beheaded,  and  quartered,  as  a 
traitor.  See  what  is  called  the  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
for  themurder  of  Damley,  in  Amot*s  Crim.  Trials,  p.  388-92. 

*  On  the  2d  day  of  June  1581,  Morton  was  beheaded,  at 
the  Cross  of  Edinburgh.  Birrers  Diary,  22.  There  is  a 
very  accurate  copy  of  Morton's  confession,  in  Ballantyne's 
Journal,  493.  Something  of  what  he  said  to  the  clergy, 
who  attended  him,  seems  to  me,  from  the  collation  with 
state  papers,  to  have  been  disingenuous,  or  fjEdse.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  cleigymen  did  not  cross  ex- ' 
amine  him,  about  his  finding  the  boxfuU  of  letters,  that  we 
might  have  heard  what  he  would  avow,  or  deny,  on  that  in- 
teresting topick.  Archibald  Douglas's  letter  to  Queen  Mary, 
in  Robertson's  History,  ii.  App,  428,  confirms  the  greatest 
part  of  Morton's  confession,  as  to  the  participation  of  Mor- 
ton, in  that  terrible  crime. 

«  Hw^ii.  87. 
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MEMOIR  VII. 

*  Memoir  of  Secretary  Ma'ttland. 

Associated  with  the  Regent  Murray,  io  sin: 
lar  pursuits  of  ambition,  or  interest,  upon  the 
same  principles  of  regarding  ends,  more  than 
means,  was  the  loud  praised  Secretary  Maitiao^ . . . 
of  Lelhington.' 

Sir  Richard  Maitiand  of  Lethington, 
Marj-,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Cranston  of 
Crosby,  had  three  sons,  who  are  all  celebrated 
in  Scotish  history,  and  four  daughters.* 

His  eldest  son,  William,  was  born  about  the 
year  1525  ;  and  was,  of  course,  about  five  years 
older  than  the  Regent  Murray  ;  and  was  edu- 
cated, also,  at  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's.'* 
He  travelled  into  foreign  parts,  where  he  stu- 
died the  civil  law,  according  to  the  fashion,  at 


'  He  was  oflener  mentioned,  in  the  State  Papers  of  that 
■ge,  by  the  litle  of  Ltfhingtm,  titan  by  the  fiunily  surname 
of  MnitlnnJ. 

*  One  of  Sir  Richard's  daughters,  Mary,  is  sttll  reinef 
I  bered,  as  a  writer,  and  collector  of  Poetry,  and  i 
I  blher's  amanuensis,  after  he  hod  lost  his  eyesight. 

*<  Mackenzie's  Livet,  in  .Irl. :  Vet,  he  Is  not  menlium 
In  the  University  Rccordj  which  wiw  not  then  very  r 
ratcly  kept. 
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the  epoch  of  the  revival  of  letters :  Neither  the 
worthy  Sir  Richard,  nor  any  of  hts  well-inform- 
ed eons,  appear  among  the  officei-s  of  State,  in 
1550.'  Engeiged,  as  we  have  thus  seen,  by  the 
Regent-queen,Maitland  was  sent,  in  June  1555, 
to  negotiate  her  affairs,  with  the  English  War- 
dens of  the  Eastern  bordere  :  And,  he  was  paid 
40A  for  his  expenses.''  Heriot  of  Ti-ebroun,  who 
married  Maitland's  sister,  Isabel,  was,  at  the 
same  time,  sent  to  the  Western  Marches,  for  a 
similar  purpose  of  Border  quiet.  Secretary 
Maitland  is  first  seen,  in  the  pages  of  history, 
in  October  1555,  disputing  about  inodes  ofjaith, 
with  John  Knox,  who  claims  the  honour  of 
having  converted  an  abler  man  than  himself.' 
If  Knox  converted  Secretary  Maitland,  from 
his  father's  honourable  ways,  to  the  odious 
paths  of  perfidy,  the  reformer  is  not  to  be  much 
praised,  for  such  a  performance. 

'  Cranford's  MS.  Noloa,  in  my  Library.  The  Regcnt- 
qileen,  in  1554,  granted  tn  Uie  eldest  son,  VVilliam,  a  peD- 
sion  of  150/,  a  year.  [Trensurcr's  Ace.  of  Sept,  IfiSS.] 
Secretary  Maitland  was,  at  tliat  period,  about  29  yetirs  old  ; 
and  a  married  man  ;  having  espoused,  in  1553,  Janet,  the 
daughter  of  Mont«ith  of  Kerse.  The  Queen-regent  appnint- 
cd  his  father.  Sir  Richard,  an  extraordinnry  Lord  of  Session, 
in  Nov.  1554  :  Nor,  could  she  have  appointed  a  more  ho' 
Dourable,  Knd  intelligent  mun. 

'■  Trrusurcr's  Accounts  of  June  1555, 

'KnoxH  Hw(.  173'2,  p.  ftl. 
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Maitland,  however,  continued  in  the  confi- 
dence, and  service,  of  tlie  Regent-queen,  and 
betrayed  her  counsels  to  Elizabeth,  and  Cecil, 
ae  well  as  to  the  innovators,  and  Murray." 
He  was,  at  teugtb,  on  the  4tb  of  December 
1558,  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  doring  his 
life,  in  the  room  of  Panter,  the  bishop  of  Ross, 
who  died  on  the  1st  of  October  of  the  same 
year.  By  this  appointment,  the  Regent  placed 
a  viper  in  tier  bosom .  With  such  a  Secretary, 
she  could  not  act,  discreetly :  With  such  a  Se- 
cretary, to  betray  her  secrets,  Murray,  and  his 
reformers,  easily,  gained  upon  her,  in  every 
transaction.  They  thus  were  enabled,  to  obtaia 
an  ascendency  over  her  power  :  And  they  pro- 

"  Id  February  1557-8,  Maitland  was  sent  by  the  queen- 
regent  on  an  embassage  to  London ;  and  received,  for  bi» 
expenaes,  COO  crowns  of  the  sun,  which  were  equal  to  765/. 
[Treoflurer-s  ^ce.  of  the   11th  of  February  1557-8.]     He 
enjoyed  the  most  intimate  cuntideuceof  the  regent :  On  the 
5th  of  February  1558-9,  we  niny  sec  (he  Treasurer  giving 
lOJ.  to  the  Regent,  to  play  at  the  Carti,  with  the  Eucl  of 
Huntley,  and  young  Lcthington."     [_Jec.  of  that  date.] 
Early  in  March   155S-9,  the  Secretary  was  sent  to  England, 
and  to  France,  iu  the  Queen's  aSairs:  He  was  paid76&t.«_ 
for  his  e^tpeoses.     [Treasurer's  ^cc.  of  that  date :)    And  si 
Keith's  Jpp.  89.      He  W(u,  certainly,  in  France,  tturii^fl 
April  1559;  and  brought  to  Elizabeth,  Fronds  audMaijr'a'l 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Canibmy.      Calig.  Col.  Lib.  B  i 
fol.  8. 
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ceeded,  in  October  1559,  to  deprive  her  of  the 
regency,  which  she  had  acquired,  firom  the 
Estates,  of  Scotland,  with  the  assent  of  the 
sovereign."  It  was,  at  this  crisis,  that  Maitland, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  deserted  the  Regent's 
service:  forgetting  her  ni any  benefits;  and 
accepted  the  same  appointment,  from  the  Prior, 
and  the  insurgents,®  from  whom,  and  their  pro« 
tectors,  he  expected  greater  honours.'  Such 
treachery  could  not  be  endured,  but  among 
reformed  men,  who  sacrificed  every  principle  to 
their  motive,  during  an  immoral  age. 

In  October  1559,  Secretary  Maitland  seems 
to  have  given  the  first  specimen  of  his  versa- 
tility, by  deserting  the  Queen-regent,  and  join- 
ing the  insurgents.^  With  them,  he  continued 
to  act,  equally,  as  Secretary  of  State.  In 
November  1559,  the  chiefs  of  the  innova- 
tors appointed  Maitland,  to  repair  to  Lon* 

"  Keith,  105. 

0  Knox,  192 ;  Spottiswoode,  139 ;  Keith's  Jpp.  42. 

'  In  September  1559>  Maitland  olSered  his  services  to  Eli- 
zabeth i  when  he  said,  he  attended  no  longer  on  the  Regent, 
than  tiU  he  had  a  good  occasion,  to  revolt  to  the  Protestants. 
Sadler's  State  Letters,  i.  450-1.  Robertson,  indeed,  sup- 
poses, that  Maitland  was  afiraid  of  his  life,  from  the  Regent^ 
and  her  French  counseUors.  Hist.  i.  220.  This  is  said, 
firom  Knox,  192. 

1  76.  48 ;  Knox^  192 ;  Spottiswdode,  139. 
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I  idoD  ;  in  order  to  lay  their  distressed  affairs  be- 
fc  fore  Elizabeth ;  aad   to  request  her  effectual 
|«id.'     Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  did  not  hesitate 
png,  in  conveying  effectual  aid  to  the  iusur- 
ligeuts,'  in  Khipping,  in  men,  and  money,  and, 
bfrfaat  was  of  full  as  much  im[>ortance,  the  most 
Vinsidious  advice.     At  that  epoch,  Maitland  ap- 
pears   to  have  formed    bis    connexions,  witb 
Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  which  induced  him,  td 
turn  his  best  services,  from  his  own  sovereigHj 
and    native  land,  to  an  alien  queen,   and  ao 
adverse  kingdom.' 

Returning  from  his  successful  negotiatioa, 
Maitland  now  displayed  the  superiority  of  his 
abilities,  though  uot  of  his  zeal,  among  the  re- 


I 


'  Keith,  1 10 :  KlaitLind'i  letter  of  credence  remains,  in 
the  Paper  Office,  from  the  Duke,  Argyle,  Gleacaime,  ai^  I 
the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews.     Lyddington,  says  Cecil,  in  his  I 
Diary,  [January  1559-60]  was  al  WeatminslCT,  to  be  con- 
ferred  niilmll,  for  .Scntish  matters.  18th    Feb,  1559-60, 
Lyddington  returned  into  Scotland.  [Murdin,  750.] 

*  There  seems  to  have  been  a  treaty  on  the  p(»nt.  Rym. 
/W.  XV.  569, 

'  Elizabeth  said,  iu  her  instructions  lu  Sbrewibury,  in 
April  1583:  It  b  well  known,  thnt  before  the  making  of 
Ihc  treaty  of  Edinburgh  [June  15€0j  there  was  an  intent 
discovered  unto  us,  even  by  Lelhington  himself  [Maitland.] 
Whom  aflerwnrda  she  [Mary]  specially  favoured,  to  deprive 
her  of  her  crown  j  which  motion,  we  entitely  rejected. 
Calig.  C.  is-  Ooodull,  i.  170. 
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formers.  From  Scotland^  Cecil,  who  negotiated, 
the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  wrote  Elizabeth: 
'^  I  find  the  Laird  of  Lethington  disposed  to 
'^  work  all  the  minds  of  the  nobility  to  allow 
^^  any  thing,  that  your  majesty  shall  determine : 
"  He  is  of  most  credit  here,  for  his  wit  [wisdom], 
^^  and  almost  sustaineth  the  whole  burden  of 
*^  Jhresight''''  Much  of  the  villany,  in  making 
the  suspected  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  Scotland,  roust  be  attributed  to  him, 
who  thus  sustained  the  whole  burden  of  fore- 
sight* 

The  reformers,  even  in  opposition  to  their 
own  treaty,  of  Edinburgh,  convened  a  parlia^ 
roent,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  1st  of  August  1560. 
Huntley,  the  Chancellor,  excused  his  non-at« 
tendance,  in  that  convention,  by  the  convenient 
infirmity  of  a  sore  leg.  Maitland  was  now 
chosen,  in  his  place,  as  speaker.  And,  on  that 
occasion,  he  displayed  his  address,  his  knavery, 
and  his  eloquence^      The    convention,   who 


"  Cecil's  unpublished  letter  of  the  19th  of  June  1560^  in 
the  Paper  Office. 

'  Besides  Maitland's  corrupt  communication  with  Secre« 
tary  Cecil,  he  constantly  kept  up  a  similar  correspondence 
with  Lady  Cecil.     Haynes^  301 ,  359. 

T  Randolph's  letter  to  Cecil  of  the  10th  August  1560. 
Robertson's  Hi$t  395-7.  Maitland  determined,  like  a  man 
of  foresight,  not  to  go  to  France,  with  the  proceedings  of 


&s< 


THE  LUFC  OF      HimM.  VO.  i 


expected  macb  more  from  Elizabeth,  than  from 
Marr,  resolved  to  send  Gkncairo,  Morton, 
aad  MaJtlaod,  to  negotiate  with  the  ElngUsh 
Qaeeo.'  Tbe  Lord  James,  daring  1560  and 
1561,  acted  aoder  Cecil's  advice,  as  the  chief 
of  this  self-created  goremmeot,  witboat  coo- 
trol,  but  with  Maillaad,  for  his  secretarj  of 
state/  As  a  crafty  character,  Mary  knew 
Maitlaod  ;  bat  did  not  pat  otach  trust,  in  such 
a  minister,  who,  as  she  was  not  to  learn,  bad 
attached  himself  more  to  Qaeeo  Elizabeth,  and 
Lady  Cecil,  than  to  her.' 

Acting  under  all  those  inflnences  f>f  inde- 
pendence on  Mary,  and  sobserrience  to  the 
Engfisb  Qaeen,  the  Lord  James  concarred  with 
Cecil,  and  MEUtland,  and  with  all  these,  in 
wishing,  to  prevent  the  Scotisfa  Qaeen,  from 
retoroing  to  her  native  kingdom,  though  tbe 


that  pretended  Parliament,  which  (he  Scotish  Qaeen  ntj 
properly  refused  to  rstifj  j  as  it  sat  without  her  asseot,  and 
established  meaaures,  which  were  incotuiatent  with  the  l&w». 

'  Keith,  1S4. 

*  Throgniorton,  EUzabeth'a  envoy,  at  Paris,  wrote  on  (be 
lat  of  May  1581,  "  I  understand  the  Queen  of  Scotland 
hath  hitherto  do  ^reat  devoUon  to  Mattland,  Gfssge,  and 
Balaavis  ;  whereof  I  am  nothing  sorry."     Keith,  Ifil. 

''  Whan  the  Queen,  early  in  15SI,  sent  a  commission,  la 
govern   i^colland,  Moitland  gained  th«  whole   secret, 
conveyed  il  to  Cecil. 
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Estates  had  invited  her/  It  is  in  vaio^  then,  for 
Robeitson^  to  doubt,  whether  those  profligate 
statesmen  did  not,  actually,  concert  measures, 
for  intercepting  Mary^s  voyage  to  Scotland.^ 
This,  then,  is  the^r^/plot,  which  was  concerted. 


*  See  Robertson's  Bisi.  App.  No.  V. ;  see  Maitland's 
Letter  to  CecQ  of  the  10th  of  August  1^61 }  Keith's  App. 
98-4;  and  his  letter  of  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  in  the 
Paper  0£ELce. 

^  Secretary  Maitland^  by  his  unpublished  letter^  in  the 
Paper  Office^  of  the  15th  of  August  1561,  to  Secretary  Cecil, 
very  fiurly  informed  the  English  minister  of  the  embai^ 
kation  of  the  Scotish  Queen,  at  Calais :  ''  She  dofh  com- 
plain/' he  adds,  ''that  the  Queen's  majesty  not  only  hath 
refused  passage  to  Mons.  Doysel,  and  Ihe  safe  conduct* 
which  she  did,  courteously,  require  for  herself  j  but,  also, 
doth  make  open  declaration^  that  she  [Elizabeth]  will  not 
suffer  her  to  come  home  to  her  own  kingdom :  Yet,  are  her 
affections  such  towards  her  own  country,  and  so  great  her 
desire,  she  hath  to  see  us,  that  she  meaneth  not,  for  that 
threatening,  to  stay  3  and  so,  io  ttuzi  her  person  in  our  handh 
The  bearer  saith,  that  she  will  arrive,  before  the  26th  day 
of  this  instant :  I  marvel,  [Maitland  subjoins,  perfidiously,) 
that  she  will  utter  any  thing  to  us,  which  she  would  have  kept 
close  from  you**     After  reconmiendlng,  that  a  force  should 
be  stationed,  at  Berwick,  Maitland  goes  on,  in  the  same 
strain  of  perfidy,  ''  I  pray  you  send  me  your  advice  what  is 
best  to  be  done,  as  well  in  the  common  cause,  as  in  my  parti- 
cular, who  am  taken  to  be  a  chief  meddler,  and  principal 
negotiator  of  all  the  practiques  with  diat  realm  ;  though  I 
be  not  in  greatest  place,  yet  is  not  my  danger  least.* 


t» 
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by  Elizabeth,  aaci  Cecil,  against  Maiy,  tritb 
tlie  Scotisb  Queen's  ministers.  Wbatever  we 
may  think  of  Maitland's  talents,  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that  much  cannot  be  said,  for  his  pro- 
bity. Mary  arrived  safe,  at  Leith,  notwith- 
standing those  machinatioDS,  while  the  two 
Secretaries,  Cecil,  and  Maitland,  were  plotting 
her  interception.  She  hath  been  much  praised, 
for  putting  her  government  into  Protestant 
bands ;  but  she  might,  as  well,  have  placed  her 
affairs,  in  the  management  of  Cecil,  and  Eli- 
zabetb,  who  influenced  her  ministers,  in  all 
things.  Had  Mary  been  intercepted,  by  the 
English  fleet,  she  had  never  returned  to  her 
native  subjects,  who  would  have  been  governed 
in  her  name,  indeed,  by  her  bastard  brother,  as 
vice-king. 

'Hie  cousin-queens,  with  such  ministers,  were 
now  to  govern  their  several  kingdoms,  as  well 
as  the  duplicity  of  the  one,  and  the  good  mean- 
ing of  the  other,  eould  agree.  Maitland,  who 
had  deserted  ber  mother's  service,  and  joined 
the  rebels  against  the  government,  was  now 
continued  secretary,  under  bis  original  appoint- 
ment, by  the  deluded  Queen."    As  early  after 


'  M(utlan<]  was,  incidentally.  Clerk  of  ihe  Pri\7  Council, 
with  John  Johoslone,  as  his  deputy,  at  a  salary  of  150^.  a 
year:  On  Ihe   1st  of  March   1563-4,  Maitland  appointed 
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Mary*8  return,  as  the  Ist  of  September  1561, 
Mmtland  was  sent  to  Elizabeth,  with  the  nn- 
welcome  notification,  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Scotish  Queen/  In  addition  to  his  mistress's 
instructions,  he  carried  credentials,  from  the 
chief  nobles,  the  Duke,  Lord  James,  and  the 
chosen  few :  They  required  him,  though  with- 
out fitness,  to  ask  Elizabeth,  to  declare  Mary's 
right  of  succession,  a  request,  that  they  must 
have  known,  to  be  of  all  others  the  most  of- 

• 

fensive  to  the  English  Queen.  He  made  that 
requisition  ;  and  Elizabeth  could,  scarcely,  re- 
strain her  temper.  A  sort  of  altercation  en- 
sued ;  and  it  required  all  the  art,  and  volubi- 
lity, of  Maitland,  to  keep  the  indignant  Eliza-« 
beth,  within  the  usual  rules  of  common  civility : 
She  did  appeal  to  the  world,  whether  she,  in 
any  of  her  actions,  had  ever  attempted  any 
thing  against  Mary's  safety,  or  tranquillity,  or 
security  of  her  kingdom  :  And  this  appeal  was 
made,  in  the  hearing  of  Maitland,  who  had  in- 
duced her,  with  the  advice  of  Cecil,  to  send  a 


Alexander  Hay,  as  his  deputy-clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  to 
whom  the  Queen  assigned  the  same  salary  of  150/.  Keith's 
App.  174.     Hay  partook  of  the  corruption  of  his  master. 

'  Maitland  received,  from  the  Treasurer,  712/.  I  Ot.  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  his  journey  to  London.  He  returned  before 
the  24  th  of  September  1 501 . 
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fleet  into  the  Forth,  and  an  army  into  the 
field,  and  money  iato  the  chest  of  the  ioeur- 
genta,  for  transfert'lng  Scotland,  from  the  legi- 
timate Queen,  to  her  bastard  bi^other.  The 
effrontery  of  Elizabeth  must  have  proceeded, 
from  a  high  opinion  of  herself,  or  a  low  opiniouj 
of  Maitland.* 

He  60on  after  returned  to  Edinburgh ;  bring- 
ing a  letter,  from  Cecil  to  Knox,  whom  the 
English  Secretary  used,  as  a  bellows,  for  blow- 
ing the  expiring  embers  of  discontent,  in  Scot- 
land, as  men,  and  matters,  waxed  cold,  or  hot. 
His  absence  did  not  impair  his  credit.  The 
Queen's  whole  power  now  rested  with  the  Lord 
James,  and  Maitland :  The  first,  said  Randolph, 
is  suspected,  to  seek  too  much  his  own  interest : 
The  other  is  too  politick  :  And,  take  me  those 
two  out  of  Scotland,  he  added,  in  his  letter  to 
Cecil,  and  those,  that  love  their  country,  shall 
Lfind  the  want  of  them.''  Maitland  soon  after 
Ldisplayed  his  great  abilities,  as  a  statesman,  by 
"^  vriting  two  letters  to  Cecil ;  defending  Mar}'*8 
.  right  of  succession  to  the  English  crown,  and 
apologizing  for  her  non  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  Edinburgh.'    The  English  agent  felt,  and 


I  Spottiswoode,  179-8 
^Uoittanil  was  made  one  1 


On  the  fiUi  of  September  1561 
the  Priry  Council.     K 
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confessed^  his  inferiority  to  Maitland.  "  He 
was  now  borne  in  hand/'  he  said^  '^  by  such  as 
were  nearest  about  the  Scotish  Queen ;  as  the 
Lord  James^  and  the  Lord  Lethington,  that 
their  Queen's  good  words  were  meant^  as  they 
were  spoken  :  I  see  above  all  others,"  continued 
he,  ^^  in  credit ;  and  I  find  in  them  no  altera* 
tion :  The  Lord  James  dealeth,  according  to  his 
nature,  rudely,  homely,  and  bluntly :  The  laird 
of  Lethington  [Maitland]  more  delicately,  and 
finely ;  yet  in  nothing  swerveth  from  the  other, 
in  mind,  and  effect."^ 

Secretary  Maitland  had,  scarcely,  returned, 
from  London,  to  Eklinburgh,  when  he  found 
himself  engaged  in  a  contest  with  the  clergy. 
On  Alhallowday,  the  Queen  went  to  mass.  The 
preachei'S  were  shocked  at  her  idolatry.    Every 

^  So  wrote  Randolph  to  Cecily  on  the  24th  of  October 
1561.  Keith,  196.  About  that  time,  Lethington  was  ac- 
cused, by  the  Scots,  of  being  ambitious,  and  too  full  of 
polity :  Yet,  Randolph  said,  '*  Wliensoever  Lethington  is 
taken  out  of  his  place,  they  shall  not  find,  among  them- 
selves, so  fit  a  man  to  serve,  in  this  realm  '*  Keith,  902. 
Randolph  soon  after  said  to  Cecil :  '*  The  bishops  com- 
plain,  that  the  Lord  James  beareth  too  much  rule  ;  and  that 
Lethington  had  a  crafty  head,  and  a  fell  tongue"  lb,  205. 
FeU  means,  generaUy,  cruel,  barbarous,  inhuman  |  but, 
it  is  here  used,  by  Randolph,  lo  signify  able,  eloquent, 
artful,  sly. 

VOL.  III.  N  n 
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pulpit  resounded  with  railiog :  The  nobility 
were  admonished  of  their  duty  -,  and  strong  in- 
sinuations wei-e  given,  that  the  Queen's  worship 
ought  to  be  suppressed,  by  force  ;  without  any 
recolleetion  of  the  precept,  and  practice,  of  the 
Saviour  of  manliind,  or  any  remembrance,  thai 
the  Queen  had  tolerated  the  worship  of  others.- 
The  preachers,  with  Knox  at  their  head,  were 
now  called  before  the  Privy  Counsellors  :  Mait- 
land  took  the  lead,  in  showing  the  clergy  tl 
unfitness  of  their  conduct,  and  the  right  of  tl 
Queen  to  her  own  worship,  in  her  own  cbapi 
Uut,  against  conceited  prejudice,  he  argued 
vain.  Knox  proposed,  that  the  points  in  ques- 
tion should  be  referred  to  the  supreme  decision 
of  the  Genevan  church;  and  that  he  would 
write,  for  such  an  unerring  judgment:  Bui 
Maitland  overruled  that  folly,  by  engagio] 
himself  to  consult  the  oracle:  And  he  aftei 
wards  avowed,  that  be  had  never  written,  for 
such  an  answer,  when  Knox  attacked  htm,  for 
bis  perfidy.  The  sedition  of  the  preachei*s  was 
countenanced,  by  the  Lord  James,  and  Cecil ; 
as  they  hoped  to  gain  what  the  Queen  migh^ 
lose,  by  their  seditious  speeches.  At 
church  assembly  of  December  l5til,  Mnitlai 
again  opposed  the  pretensions  of  the  preachers" 
Like  a  true  statesman,  acting  upon  right  prii 
ciples,   he  insisted,   that   conventions  of 
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church  could  only  be  held  by  the  Queen's  al- 
lowance :  On  the  contraiy,  the  preachers, 
whose  principles  led  them  to  disregard  ancient 
law^  and  established  authority,  insisted,  they 
must  have  an  independent  right,  to  hold  such 
assemblies ;  otherwise,  they  could  not  be  a  re- 
formed church.  Connived  at,  as  they  were,  by 
the  Lord  James,  the  Queen's  minister,  Mait- 
land's  opposition,  merely  showed  his  own  prin- 
ciples, and  their  pretensions.  Maitland  scoffed 
at  Knox's  book  of  discipline,  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  assembly.  The  chief  of 
the  reformers  attacked  Maitland,  in  his  turn  : 
And  this  attack,  and  those  scofferies,  were  car- 
ried on,  with  great  acrimony,  and  were  long 
continued.^    We  may  thus  learn,  from  Knox^s 

'  Knox's  Hist.  293-5.  Knox  made  a  sort  of  an  appeal 
to  Cedl :  By  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  October^  Knox  wrote 
among  other  complaints  :  "  This  I  write  with  dolor  of  hart : 
Some  of  no  smaU  estimation  have  said,  with  open  mouth. 
The  Queen  neither  is,  nor  shall  be,  of  our  opinion  -,  and  in 
very  deed,  her  whole  proceedings  do  declare,  that  the  car. 
dinars  lessons  are  so  deeply  printed  in  her  heart,  that  the 
substance  and  the  quality,  are  like  to  perish  together.  I 
would  be  glad  to  be  deceived ;  but,  I  fear,  I  shall  not :  In 
communication  with  her,  I  espied  such  craft,  as  I  have  not 
fbund  in  such  an  age :  Since,  hath  the  court  been  dead  to 
to  me,  and  I  to  it.  One  thing  I  cannot  conceal ;  too  much 
bearing  is  like  to  break  the  most  strong  back,  if  we  cast  not 
o£f  the  burden  betimes.    To  speak  plainly ;  those  that  have 
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epistle,  to  Cecil,  how  DiDch  that  statesmao  in- 
fluenced Scottish  matters,  for  Elizabeth's  ia- 
terest,  and  Mary's  annoyance. 

After  ail  that  altercation.  Secretary  Malt- 
land  was  appointed,  in  November  1561,  aaei 
traordinary  lord  of  session  :  And,  in  Jaoui 
1565-6,  was,  by  the  recomiaendatioa  of 
same  court,  named  an  ordinary  lord,  which  be 
seemed  to  have  retained,  during  his  fortunes, 
and  misfortunes.  Much  of  the  year  1562  was 
spent,  in  argTiment,  and  in  journeys,  about  the 
iil-omened  meeting  of  the  rival  Queens.  Mait- 
land  went  to  London,  by  his  mistress's  desi 
!□  May;  and  returned  in  June  of  the 
year,  with  little  success."  During  the  autumn' 
I'of  1562,  the  Scotish  secretary  accompanied  the 
Queen  upon  her  northern  tour,  when  Iluatley 
was  ruined,  for  Murray's  interest.  Oo  this 
odious  subject,  Letbington  wrote  to  Cecil,  the 
English  minister :  "  1  am  sorry,  that  the 
of  my  native  country  did  ever  produce  so 
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alnaya  had  the  favour,  aoil  esliniatiaii  of  Ibe  most  godlie, 
begin  to  come  into  contempt ;  because,  they  open  not  them- 
eelves  more  stoutly  against  impiety.  Doubt  not  but  that 
your  counsel  ma;  somewhat  reward  the  persons.  Ve  know, 
ray  lord,  and  Lcthingtou,  whom,  if  God  do  not  otherwia 
tonduct,  they  are  like  to  lose  that,  which,  not  without  tran 
bath  heretofore  been  conquest.*'  Haynes,  372. 
■"  lb.  379;  Keiih,  316-17;  -<pp.  156. 
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natural  a  subject,  as  the  Eai-l  of  Huntley  hath 
proved,  in  the  end,  against  his  sovereign  ;  being 
a  princess  so  gentle,  and  benign,  and  whose 
behaviour  hath  been  always  such  towards  all 
her  snbjects,  that  wonder  it  is,  that  any  could 
be  found  so  ungracious,  as  once  to  think  evil 
against  her  ;  and,  in  my  coiiscience,  I  know  not^ 
L  that  anyjtist  occasion  of  grudge  was  ever  offer- 
[  erf  unto  him."'  If  we  could  believe  the  secre- 
tary to  be  sincere,  in  what  he  thus  declares  on 
his  conscience,  it  would  evince  uncommon  du- 
plicity in  the  Lord  James,  who  concealed,  from 
the  other  ministers,  that  he  had  obtained,  in 
January  15(51-2,  a  grant  of  the  earldom  of 
Murray;  and  who  was  so  blinded  by  gross 
prejudice,  as  not  to  see  what  provocations 
forced  Huntley  into  rebellion  against  so  benign 
a  princess,  as  Mary,  or  rather  of  so  corrupt  a 
minister,  as  Murray.  Maitland  was  soon  after 
sent  into  England ;  partly  to  congratulate  Eli- 
zabeth, on  her  recovery  from  the  small-pox, 
still  more  to  watch  over  tlie  Queen's  preten- 
sions to  the  succession,  iu  the  subsequent  par- 
liament;  and  above  all,  to  endeavour  the  re- 
concilement of  the  troubles  of  France."    He 

•  See  his  letter  of  Che  Hth  November  1563,  id  KeiUi, 
23%.  H'heD  we  hear  an  enemy  lalk.  in  such  a  manner,  to 
na  enemy,  wc  lauy  well  bclicvt-,  Ihul  the  Queen's  conduct 
hiu\  liccn  fdir  "  Kfilli,  235. 
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did  not  travel  into  this  country,  with  good<  1 
will,  as  he  had  heard  of  (he  frequent  assassina*  I 
tions,  in  that  distracted  land  :  His  zeal,  for  the 
Queen's  service,  however,  appears  to  have 
braved  the  hazard  of  such  scenes.  He  is 
blamed,  at  least  by  Koox,  as  being  too  good  a 
servant  to  the  Queen ;  and  we  may  indeed 
learn  from  Randolph,  that  Maitland's  advice  . 
was  then  more  followed,  than  any  others,  as -I 
well  it  might,  from  the  superiority  of  his  ta- 
lents.* Happy  1  had  it  been  for  himself,  and 
his  country,  had  he,  from  that  period  attached 
himself  to  the  Qnecn,  and  the  laws,' without  re- 
garding the  connexious  of  faction,  or  consider- 
ing the  interested  objects  of  so  dangerous  a 
friend,  as  Cecil.  Maitland  returned  to  Scot- 
land, soon  after  the  rising  of  the  Parliament, 
on  the  4th  of  June  1563,  which  forfeited  Hunt- 
ley, and  his  friends.'  The  credit  of  Maitland, 
at  that  period,  obtained  attentions  to  his  aged 
father,  and  benefited  the  fortunes  of  his  whole 
family.'  At  the  end  of  1563,  the  Scotish  se- 
cretary made  a  vigorous  effort  to  make  the 
church  subordinate  to  the  state,  rather  than" 
allow  the  state  to  continue  subservient  to  tho'l 


f  Knox,327-3-li   Rjimlolpli  s  uii|iublishe< I  letters,  in  tll^J 
pDper  Office. 

'    Pari,  Bee.  754  ;    KeiUi.'iW.  '   ILIAi. 
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church.  Kdox^  the  chief  of  the  domineering 
preachers,  had  committed  two  crimes  of  great 
atrocity,  in  the  eyes  of  such  a  statesman,  as  the 
Secretaiy:  By  his  own  authority,  Knox  had 
convoked  a  meeting  of  the  people,  which  was 
an  act  of  treason  ;  he  had  collected  the  multi- 
tude to  overawe  the  criminal  court,  which  was 
to  try  two  of  his  disciples,  for  insurrection. 
On  those  charges,  Secretary  Maitland  sum- 
moned Knox  before  the  Privy  Council,  wlien  he 
pressed  the  enormity  of  the  offences,  with  his 
usual  art,  and  eloquence.  Yet,  did  the  Privy 
Council,  which  was  influenced,  by  Muixay, 
declare,  '^  that  they  could  find  no  offence  in 
Knox."'  None  of  the  parties  seem  to  have  re- 
collected, that  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  while 
upon  earth,  never  impugned  the  established  au- 
thority of  the  Roman  law.  The  preachers 
were,  by  this  declaration,  only  incited  to  rail, 
with  more  virulence,  against  the  Queen,  and 
her  ministers  :  Maitland,  finding  it  impossible, 
to  check  this  pruriency  of  preaching,  which 
was  protected,  by  Murray,  and  even  incited  by 
Cecil,  for  their  own  objects,  "  left  the  minis- 
ters," as  he  said,  '^  to  bark  as  lowd,  and  as  long 
as  they  list."'     I'he  ministers  of  the  Scotican 


•  Knox's  Hist.  336-43. 

'  Knox^  346  :  Yet^  Maitland  seems  to  have  again  at- 


church  continued  to  barft,  till  the  Court  of  Ses-l 
sioD,  in  more  recent  times,  avowed  its  purpose,  ^ 
to    punish  the  parsons,  for  barking    calumny 
against  any  one,  which  could  only  do  mischief, 
without  any  good. 

Many  of  the  measures,  in  1563,  proceeded 
from  the  various  suitors  of  the  Scotish  Queen. 
The  marriage  of  Mary,  fi-om  the  delight,  which 
Elizabeth  took,  in  embarrassing  a  rival  Queen, 
on  so  envious  a  subject,  continued  to  create 
many  measures,  and  to  originate  much  intrigue, 
wherein  Secretary  Maitland  had  his  full  share.' 
Murray  and  Maitland  were  afterwards  appointed 
to  meet  Bedford,  and  Randolph,  at  Berwick, 
to  negotiate  the  marriage  of  the  Lord  Robert 
Dudley,  with  the  Scotish  Queen,  It  was,  on 
that  occasion,  that  Randolph,  who  did  not  want 


tempted,  in  the  church-sasembly  of  June  1561,  to  modenrte 
Kddi,  who,  feeUng  none  of  the  inBuences  of  charili/,  waa 
only  irritated,  by  opjiosition.  Knox,  3]8-6fi.  On  the  37th 
of  February  1563-4,  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil,  "  of  some 
uokindnesB,  between  the  Queen,  and  Murray,  about  Knot, 
whoee  part  be  took."  Keith.  249. 

'  Randolph   wrote    to   Cecil,  on  the  27th  of  February 
13G3-4  :   "  He  found  Murray,  and  Maitland,  willing  t< 
match,  [with  the  Lord  Robert  Dudley,  Elizabeth's  favourite  g] 
but,  they  (Entertained   doubts  of  effecting  it ;  and   ' 
lilm,  to  deal  openly  with    the  Queen,  about  the   per8oii."1 
Keith,  i49.}  Dudley,  it  seeius,  had  not  yet  been  avowed.  J 
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talents,  lamented  to  Cecil  bis  own  defects,  as 
a  negotiator,  when  opposed  to  so  very  able  a 
statesman,  as  Maitland.  It  may  admit  of  a 
doubt,  whether  the  best  of  the  Flemish  painters, 
could  have  delineated  such  a  treaty;  when  tbe 
puritanic  Bedford,  and  the  roguish  Raodolpb, 
the  artful  Mnrray,  and  the  ingenious  Maitlaod, 
assembleil,  to  negotiate  tbe  marriage  of  Dudley, 
whom  the  one  Queen  did  not  mean  to  give,  and 
the  other  Queen  had  determined  not  to  receive." 
When  Elizabeth  offered  Dudley,  her  own 
sweetheart,  to  Mary,  as  a  husband,  duplicity, 
in  the  one  Queen,  and  disdain,  in  the  other, 
could  not  be  carried  further  by  any  artifice. 

The  failure  of  ibis  perfidious  treaty,  intro- 
duced new  characters  on  tbe  stage.  Lady 
Lennox,  tbe  niece  of  Henry  VIII.,  bad  some 
pretensions  to  his  crown,  which  tbe  Scotish 
Queen  had  an  interest  to  remove.  Tbe  Earl  of 
Leimox  bad  been  forfeited,  by  tbe  Scotish  par- 
liament, and  now  desired  to  be  restored  to  bis 
country.  And  they  both  wished,  to  present 
their  eldest  surviving  son,  the  Lord  Darnley, 
to  tbe  wishful  eyes   of  the  Scotish   Queen.' 


■  See  Keith,  %G3. 

»  Randolph  wrote  Cecil,  ill  October  1564:  "The  Queen 
undertakea  to  cml  the  ijuarrel,  between  tlie  Duke  iind  the 
Eatl  ofLcDDui,  who»c  niiuie  Lclliington  [Maitland]  i«  luiw 
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Maitland  now  promoted  tbe  ioterest  of  this 
family,  which  afterwards  ruined  him.  The  Par- 
liament of  December  15&4,  was  chiefly  called  ; 
in  order  to  reverse  (he  attainder  of  Lennox: 
Maitland  made  an  oration  to  the  Estates :  being 
commanded,  by  theQneen,  to  supply  the  chan- 
cellor's place  ;  And,  on  the  same  day,  Lennox's 
forfeiture  was  reversed.*  The  speech  of  M^t- 
land,  on  that  occasion,  for  its  topicks,  and  elo- 
quence, would  do  honour  to  any  chancellor  of 
Eng'land.  After  dandling  Dndley  before  the 
disdainful  eyes  of  Mary,  Elizabeth  found 
properer  puppet,  in  Darnley.  At  the  solicitatii 
of  his  mother,  Elizabeth  allowed  her  son, 
repair  to  the  court  of  Mary,  early  in  February 
15G4-.')i  Both  Dudley,  and  Cecil,  knowing  the 
secret  of  Elizabeth,  solicited  Darnley's  piaasport 
to  Scotlaud.  Before  the  end  of  March,  Mary, 
having  resolved  to  marry  Darnley,  determined 
to  send  Secretary  Maitland,  to  commuai* 


irv         I 


supposed  to  fftTour,  for  the  love  be  beareth  to  Mary  Fhaa- 
lag  :  Scton,  and  LethiogUin,  ore  become   enemies,   in  ibe 
cause  of  Douglas."  Keith,  259.     Ranilolph  again  wrote  to 
Cecil,  on  the  3d  of  November  15(!4,  that,  the  Qucon  makt 
no  word  of  Dnmley  ;  yet,  muny  suppose  it  concludod, 
her  heart ;  anil  that  Maitland  La.  wholly,  bent  tbat 
■  Robertson's   App.  No.    iv  j    Kcithe  j4pp.    1 
Countess  of  Lennox  sent,  by  Mdvill,  a  watch  set  with  di 
monds,  and  rubies,  to  Secretary  Mnitliind.  Mekill's  Mem  51 
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ber  secret  purpose  to  Elizabeth/  He  arrived 
at  court,  witb  tbat  purpose,  on  the  18tb  of 
April  1565.  From  the  epoch  of  that  avowal, 
every  practice  was  used,  by  Elizabeth,  which 
the  wisdom  of  her  counsellors  could  advise,  to 
disappoint  the  fond  pair  of  their  wished^for 
happiness :  Intrigue,  and  declarations,  denun- 
ciation, and  recal,  threats,  and  tumult,  privy 
conspiracy,  and  rebellion,  were  all  tried,  on  that 
envious  occasion/  Maitland  returned  to  £din< 
burgh,  on  the  13th  of  May,  in  company  with 
Throckmorton,  who  was  sent  to  promote  all 
those  views  of  Elizabeth.  Meantime,  Mary 
seems  to  have  suspected,  that  her  Secretary 
Maitland  was  not  altogether  to  be  trusted/  He 

*  After  informing  Cecily  how  BothweU  liad  threatened 
Murray^  and  Maitland,  Randolph  wrote  the  English  secre- 
tary, on  the  7th  of  April  1565,  that  Maitland  is  in  readiness 
to  depart  for  England.  On  the  14th  of  April,  he  set  out  from 
Berwick  for  London.  Randolph  accompanied  Maitland  to 
Berwick ;  whence  he  wrote  to  Cecil,  ''  that  Maitland  now 
partook  of  the  griefs,  at  the  prospect  of  the  Queen*s  mar* 
riage  with  Damley/'  [Unpublished  dispatch,  in  the  Paper 
Office.]  One  would  suppose,  from  a  comparison  of  the 
whole  context  of  the  State  Papers,  that  Secretary  Maitland 
had  been  already  gained,  by  the  English  government,  to 
mis-serve  his  mistress. 

^  Cecirs  Diary,  in  Murdin. 

'  Randolph,  in  writing  to  Cecil,  on  the  3d  of  May  1565, 
said  :  *'  Lord   Ruthven,  Maitland's  chief  friend,  is  wholly 
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was,  however,  present  in  council,  at  Stirling,  on 
the   l5th   of  May,  when  the  Queen  received 
Throckmorton  i'  and  the  convention  of  nobles 
advised  Mary's  marriage.    Maitland  contmiied, 
about  the  Queen,  as  secretary  of  state,  "  merely 
for  the  need  of  her  service,  rather  than  for  any  . 
trust  she  had  in  him."'     But,  such  was  the  pro-  I 
fligacyof  the  moment,  and  of  the  men,  that  it 
waa  not  easy  to  know,  whom  she  could  trust ; 
when  we  see  her  chancellor,  and  her  secretary, 
plotting  with    her   rebels,   and    corresponding 
with  her  enemies.'    What  a  picture  of  profli- 
gacy does  Randolph  paint  to  Cecil !  The  Qneeo,  ' 
meantime,  by  the  force  of  her  popularity,  ex-  J 

theirs  [the  Queen  and  Darnley].  Maitland  is  suspected  to 
favour  the  Queen,  and  Damley,  more  than  he  would  semi 
and  yet,  is  not  trusted  by  them .-  Lennox  being  in  great  wan 
of  money,  borrowed   500   crowns^   from  Maitland."     [SJK-, 
unpublished  dispatch  in  the  Paper  Office.] 

"  Keith,  277. 

■  Thus,  wrote  Randolph  to  Cecil.ootbe  3d  of  July  1565. 
Keith,  288. 

'  Randolph,  in  aa  unpublished  dispatch  to  CecU,  of 
12th  of  October,  sayB!  "  Some  wise  men  are  enemies  to' 
this  government  [the  Queen's]  :  Maitland  is  as  for,  in  tfaiiri 
matter  [Murray's  rebellion]  as  any  other ;  of  the  same  bom 
and  league,  are  the  Earl  of  Morton  [the  chancellor]  ondi 
Lord  Ruthven  ;  they  only  espye  their  times,  and  make  Wr 
weather,  until  it  come  to  the  pinch. '  [MSS.  iu  the  Pa|)ar] 
Office] 
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pelled  the  rebels,  though  she  had  Morton,  for 
her  general.  The  Duke,  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
with  their  deluded  followers,  on  the  5th  of 
September,  retreated  ^o  Dumfries,  where  they 
were  allowed,  for  some  weeks,  to  loiter.'  In  the 
midst  of  all  that  degeneracy,  Maitland,  con- 
stantly, attended  the  Privy  Council,  in  July, 
August,  and  September,  October,  November, 
and  December,  when  measures  were  taken 
against  his  associate  rebels  ;^  giving  misadvice 
to  Mary,  and  true  advice  to  Murray, 
After  all  the  perturbations  of  1565,  a  year  of 

f  See  Cecil's  Diary,  in  Murdin^  760 :  5th  of  September^ 
the  lords  of  Scotland  came  to  Dumfries  ;  94  th  of  Septem- 
ber, a  consultation,  at  Windsor,  whether  the  lords  of  Scot- 
land, being  expelled,  by  the  Scots  Queen,  should  be  aided ; 
on  the  loth  October,  I  was  sent  to  Nonsuch  to  confer  with, 
the  Earl  of  Arundel,  concerning  the  proceeding  against  the 
Queen  of  Scott,  Id.  All  those  consultations  ended  in  this  : 
Elizabeth  obliged  Murray,  on  his  knees,  to  acknowledge 
before  the  ambassadors  of  France  and  Spain,  that  she  had 
never  incited  his  rebellion ;  that  she  had  never  aided  him ; 
that  she  had  never  countenanced  him.  What  baseness  in 
him !  What  duplicity  in  her ! 

^  Keith,  309-90;  App.  106-7  :  And  yet,  Randolph  wrote 
to  Cecil,  on  the  3 1st  of  October :  '^  My  old  friend  Lethington 
[Maitland]  hath  leisure  to  make  love;  and  in  the  end, 
I  believe,  as  wise  as  he  is,  will  show  himself  a  very  fool,  or 
stark  staring  mad.'*  [MS.  Dispatch,  in  the  Paper  Office.] 
It  is  not  always  easy  to  follow  the  dark  insinuations  of  the 
artful  Randolph  to  the  prescient  Cecil ! 
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pi'ivy  conspiracy,  and  restless  rebellion,  Mary, 
with  her  husband,  lived  awhile  quiet,  whilst 
Murray  was  suffering  penance,  in  England,  and 
Lethington  was  making  love,  at  Edinburgh.  , 
The  year  1566  opened,  with  the  practices  of 
peiiidy,  which  were  still  more  atrocious,  than 
had  yet  occurred.  Darnley,  the  simple,  was 
taught  to  distrust,  and  to  disquiet  the  Queen  : 
Like  an  infant  in  the  nui'sey,  he  whimpeivd,  for 
a  bauble,  which  is  known  in  the  Scotish  stury 
of  that  age,  by  the  name  of  the  crown  matrimo- 
nial, and  which  she  had  given  him,  on  their 
wedding  day,  though  he  was  unconscious,  that 
it  adorned  his  brow.'  Murray  was,  by  any 
means,  to  be  restored,  from  exile,  while  he  was 
thi-eatened,  with  Parliamentary  forfeiture.  A 
formal  contract  was  now  made,  between  Darn- 
ley,  and  the  exiled  nobles ;  he  engaged,  on 
his  part,  to  procure  their  restoration  ;  and  they 
stipulated  on  theirs,  to  support  his  claim  to  the 
government,  tvitkout  the  Queen  ,''  Such  were  hiSj,, 

■  He   v/aa  acknnwlcilged,  and  treated  as  King,  and  big 
name  was  inserted  with  the  QueCD's,  in  rormal  proceedingd. 
He  was  King,  hj  the  courtesy  ;  oa  in  eliler  times,  the  hin*.. 
band  of  o  countesa  was  acknowledged,   as  an  carl:  Such  I 
vrae  the  matrimomal   crown:    And  those,   who   inurdcre 
Darnley,  were  held  to  have  cummittcd  treamn. 

^  See  the  documenis,  in  Goodall,  i.  3^7-31  i  Keith's 
120-1. 
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and  their,  notions  of  the  crown  matrimonial^  to 
acquire  which  they  wished  to  dethrone  the 
Queen,  who  was  the  real  sovereign,  while  Darn* 
ley  was  only  king,  by  courtesy; 

In  order  to  consummate  all  those  objects,  the 
friends  of  Murray,  Morton,  Maitland,  the  Se- 
cretary, Lord  Ruthven,  and  other  conspirators 
agreed,  to  assassinate  Rizzio,  the  Queen's  French 
Secretary,  within  the  palace,  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  dissolving  the  Parliament,  and  dis- 
tracting the  government.  The  part,  assigned 
to  Secretary  Maitland,  was,  to  keep  the  Queen 
ignorant  of  so  odious  a  purpose,  and  to  entertain 
Athol,  in  the  palace,  while  the  murder  should  be 
done.'  The  9th  of  March  1565-6  was  the 
treasonous  day,  when  this  aggravated  assassina- 
tion was  committed,  by  the  matrimonial  king, 
assisted  by  the  Chancellor,  Morton,  and  by 
Secretary  Maitland,  and  by  the  other  conspira- 
tors, in  the  Queen's  closet ;  she  being  present, 
in  a  pregnant  state.  The  crime,  which  was  thus 
committed,  was  an  aggravated  murder,  as  to 
Rizzio ;  but  it  was  an  atrocious  treason,  as  con* 
ceming  the  Queen."     Secretary  Maitland  now 

'  Goodall,  i.  269^  from  Calderwood :  But,  two  of  the 
Secretary's  servants  were  present,  at  Rizzio*s  murder. 

^  A  forcible  attack  upon  the  sovereign's  palace,  the  sove- 
reign being  therein,  was  an  act  of  high  treason,  by  the 
Scotish  law :  In  this  case,  the  ChanceUorled  the  attack,  and 
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lost  liis  ojlice,  of  which,  from  his  perfidic 
conduct,  he  had  long  been  unworthy :  Sir  Jaiw 
Melvill,  who  had  equal  perfidy,  but  not  equal* 
talents,  succeeded  him,  as  Secretary.'  The 
conspirators  were  now  obliged  to  take  the  place 
of  Murray,  who  returned  amidst  this  perturb; 
tion.  While  this  cloud  lowered  on  so  manjl 
guilty  persons,  Maitland  concealed  himself, 
within  the  fastnesses  of  his  father's  territories, 
in  Lauderdale.  He  had  many  friends,  who  so- 
licited for  his  restoration  ;  Randolph,  Murray, 
and  above  all,  Athol,  who  maintained  his  inte- 


I  the  Secretary,   by  conoiving,  at  this  horrible  crime, 

I  equally  ^Ity  of  high  treason. 

'  Melvill,  Ment.  67i  says,  "  He  served,  in  pUce  of  Sei 

I  twy  at  home,  when  Lethingtoa  was  absent,  under  tome 

•n.     What  historj- !  In  the  Act  of  Privy  Council  of  the 

k  ]9th  of  March,  for  prosecuting  the  many  persons,  who  were 
concerned  in  that  treasonous  murder,  Maitland  was  not  pre- 
sent. Keith'9-^pp.  130-1.  On  the  4th  of  April  l.Mfi,  Bed- 
ford wrote  to  Cecil :  "  I/ethington  despairs  of  pardon,  and 
must  fly  into  England."  lb.  168.  On  the  3&th  of  ihe  sanie 
montit,  it  was  said,  "  Lclhington  has  liberty  to  live  ia 
Flanders."  Lethington  now  applied,  for  protection,  to  Ran- 
dolph, the  corrupt  agent  of  Elizabeth.  On  the  2d  of  May. 
Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil :  '  Lethington's  friends  intercedsi 
for  him,  that  he  may  not  be  banished :  The  Queen  u 
friend,  than  Darnley.''  Lethington  was  thereupon  ord< 
to  reside,  in  Cathiiess.  Yet,  he  himself  desired  to  1< 
Scotland.  Keiih's  ^/i/>.  169. 
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rests  against  Bothwell.  During  the  first  week 
of  August^  while  Mary  enjoyed  the  refreshing 
air  of  Alloa,  after  the  birth  of  James,  she 
agreed,  with  her  usual  grace,  to  see,  and  restore 
Maitland.'' 

This  singular  statesman  appears  thus,  after 
such  treasonous  misconduct,  to  have  regained 
his  lands,  his  offices,  and,  perhaps,  as  much 
confidence,  as  he  had  ever  enjoyed.  He  at- 
tended the  Queen  to  the  assizes,  at  Jedburgh, 
where  the  Queen's  anxieties  had  nearly  prov^ 
fatal  to  her  life.  We  see  him  busy,  on  that  sad 
occasion,  dispatching  the  several  letters.'  While 
he  thus  acted,  Darnley,  amidst  his  discontents, 
with  himself,  and  others,  endeavoured  to  re«- 
move  Maitland,  and  other  considerable  men, 
from  the  Queen's  government.^  This  absurd 
pretension  of  a  prince,  who  presumed  to  think. 


o  Keiths  334 :  1q  the  same  month  of  August^  Murray^ 
and  Bothwell,  were  at  evU  words,  before  the  Queen^  for  the 
Lord  of  Lethington.  Robertson's  Hist.  435  -,  Jpp.  No.  xvii. 
The  contest  was,  about  the  lands  of  the  Abbey  of  Hading- 
ton^  which  had  been  given  to  Lethington,  and  which  Both- 
well  wished  to  reclaim,  lb,        9  Keith,  347-59 ;  App.  133. 

"1  There  is  a  letter  of  Robert  Melvill,  the  Queen's  ambassa- 
dor at  London,  to  the  Queen's  resident^at  Paris^  datedthe  22d 
of  October  1 566^  wherein  he  says  :  *'  Darnley  was  dissatis- 
fied ;  because  he  could  not  get  the  Secretary  [Maitland] >  the 
Justice  Clerk,  and  the  Clerk  Register^  put  out  of  their 
offices."  Keiths  351, 

VOL.   III.  O  O 
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that  lie  could  rule,  in  such  a  country,  amidst 
such  men,  by  offence,  rather  than  by  softness, 
cost  him  his  life. 

ITie  Queen,  after  a  short  excursion  along  the 
Tweed,  attended    by    her   court,   returned   to 
Craigmillar-castle,  near  Edinburgh,  on  the  20th 
of  November  1566.    Longer  the  nobles  could 
not  live,  without  a  plot.    It  was  observed,  by 
men  of  such  discernment,  as   Maitlaud,  and 
Murray,  that  Darnley  did  not  visit  the  Queen, 
till  late,  though  he  knew  of  her  illness,  at  Jed- 
burgh :  It  was  kno^vn  to  every  one,  that  he  had 
not  one  friend,  in  Scotland,  except  his  father,  if 
he  might  be  called  his  friend,  who  indulged,  ra- 
ther than  corrected,  such  wayward  humours,  in 
I  Us  son:  And  upon  those  observations,  Maitlaod, 
and  Murray,  conceived  the  design  of  divorcing 
the  Queen,  from  Darntey,  in  order  to  induce 
1  lier  to  pardon  Morton,  and  the  other  assassins 
of  Uizzio.     Early  in  December,  Maitland,  and 
Murray,  made  a  formal  proposal,  first  to  Argyle, 
I  Huntley,  and  Bothwell;  and  immediately  after 
to  the  Queen,  of  divorcing  her  from  Darnley  ; 
I  on  condition  of  pardoning  Rizzio's  murderers. 
;  Maitland  was  obviously  the  author  of  this  praj 
i  ject ;  and  was  certainly,  on  that  occasion,  thj 
I  "speaker  who  made  that  dangerous  proposal 
I  the  Queen,  in  the  presence  of  Murray,  Argyl* 
Huntley,  and   Bothwell.     If  the  Queen 
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agreed  to  this  project^  the  purpose  of  Maitland^ 
and  Murray^  seems  to  have  been^  to  obtain 
such  divorce^  by  Act  of  Parliaments  and^  per* 
haps,  take  his  life,  by  attainder,  in  Parliament. 
Bothwell  entered  into  this  measure,  with  so 
much  alacrity,  that  he  seems  to  have  been, 
previously,  acquainted  with  the  whole  design/ 
It  was  the  opinion  of  Huntley,  and  Argyle,  who 
were  present,  at  that  transaction,  that  Maitland, 
and  Murray,  founded  on  the  Queen's  refusal  of 
a  divorce  an  ulterior  project  of  depriving  Dam- 
ley  of  his  life,  by  the  hand  of  Bothwell/    This 

'  Anderson's  Col.  iv.  188;  Keith's  Jpp.  136:  Spottis* 
woode  accuses  Maitland  of  fostering  the  Queen's  disgust 
against  Darnley;  of  projecting  a  divorce  between  them^ 
before  the  Queen  went  to  Jedburgh^  and  of  reviving  this 
project,  after  her  return.  Hist,  196. 

'  GoodaU,  ii.  380.  Buchanan,  in  his  "  Chamelion,"  charges 
Maitland  with  such  a  design.  He  was  afterward  attained, 
by  Parliament,  as  being  guilty  of  devising  the  King's  death. 
The  minor  conspirators  confessed,  at  their  execution,  that 
they  understood,  the  whole  lords,  who  had  been,  on  that 
occasion,  with  the  Queen,  at  Craigmillar,  had  agreed  to  the 
commission  of  that  odious  deed.  Amot's  Crim.  TridU,  384 1 
Anderson's  Cok  ii.  177-8.  Bothwell,  and  Maitland,  hated 
each  other.  In  April  1566,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell's  ser- 
vants confessed,  that  Secretary  Maitland  had  engaged  them, 
to  murder  their  master.  Keith's  App,  167*  In  the  subsequent 
August,  Murray,  and  Bothwell,  had  an  altercation,  in  the 
Queen's  presence,  about  Maitland's  lands.  Robertson's  HiiL 
App,  No.  xvii.  About  that  time,  Bothwell  opposed  the  resto* 
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was  tlie  deliberate  judgment  of  the  conventioa 
of  nobles,  with  Archbishop  Hamilton,  at  their 
head,  which  met,  at  Diinbarton,  on  the  15tb  of 
September  15(38:  "But,  seeing,"  say  those 
nobles,  "  that  her  grace,  with  the  pleasure  of 
God,  did  escape  their  hands,  and  relieve  herself, 
from  prison,  [at  the  murder  of  Rizzio,  March 
1566]  wherethrough  that  the  doers  thereofi- 
[Morton,  and  Ruthven]  were  banished,  fofm 
their  enterprize,  and  also  hearing  of  the  young 
behaviour,  through  foolish  counsel,  of  her  said 
husband,  they  [Maitland,  and  Murray]  caused 
make  offers  to  our  said  sovereign  lady,  if  her 
grace  would  give  remission  to  them,  that  were 
banished  at  that  time,  to  find  causes  of  divorce, 
either  for  consanguinity,  in  respect  [as]  they 
alleged  the  dispensation  was  not  published,  or 
else  for  adultery  ;  or  then,  to  get  him  convicted 
of  treason,  because  he  consented  to  her  grace's 
retention  in  ward  ;  [the  Queen's  imprisonment, 
in  her  palace :]  or  what  other  ways  to  dispatch 
him,  [Darnley  :]  So  that  it  maybe,  clearly,  con- 
sidered, and  is  a  sufficient  presumption,  in  those 
respects,  her  grace  having  the  commodiousness 


ration  of  Maitland,  though  indeed  without  success.  Keith; 
S34.  Bothwell  thought  to  hove  slain  Lethington  [Moitlandj 
in  the  Queen's  chamber,  had  not  her  miyesty  come  betwixt. 
Mdvill's  Mem.  80.  Nearer  dagger' s-drateing,  such  stutenneR 
touW  not  wcU  be,  during  an  irascible  age. 


p 
I 


Secretary  Muitland.]     THE  SCOTISH  QlfEEN.  561 

to  find  the  means  to  be  separated :  and  yet, 
would  not  consent  thereto,  to  appear,  that  her 
grace  would  aever  have  consented  to  liis  murder, 
having  such  other  likely  means,  to  have  been 
made  quit  of  him,  [Darnley.J  by  the  loi-ds  own 
device;  but,  that  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they 
were  the  doers  thereof  only  ;  [the  murderers  of 
Darnley  -,]  as  was  deponed  by  those,  who  suffer- 
ed death  therefore  ;  who  declared,  at  all  times, 
the  Queen,  our  sovereign,  to  he  innocent  there- 
of."' Such,  then,  are  the  facts,  asthey  were  stat- 
ed, by  the  contemporary  convention  of  nobles, 
some  of  whom  were  actors,  in  the  very  scene. 
It  was  a  refinement  altogether  worthy  of  such 
an  age,  and  of  such  men,  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geaoce  on  two  obnoxious  characters  [Darnley, 
and  Bothwell]  by  making  the  one  bated  person 
assassinate  the  other. 

Maitland  continued  to  act,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  both  to  the  Queen,  and  Murray,  during 
very  difficult  times.  That  he  knewof  the  pur- 
pose to  destroy  Darnley,  without  revealing  the 
design,  is  certain.  From  the  epoch  of  the 
plot,  at  Michaelmas  156(>,  that  he  carried  on  a 

'  See  the  whole  document,  ia  Goodall,  ii.  jlpp.  No.  139, 
from  Q.  Mary's  Heg.  The  facts,  which  are  stated,  in  those 
instructions  uf  so  many  prelates,  and  nobles,  are  so  very 
importttnt,  that  it  viaa  thought  fit,  not  to  embarrass  tlie 
reader  with  obsolete  orthography. 
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correspondence^  by  Murray's  direction,  with 
Morton,  whose  pardon  was  the  great  object,  is 
also,  certain;  as  we  know  from  his  letters^ 
which  remain,  as  of  record  against  him.  Mor- 
ton was  pardoned,  by  the  Queen,  at  Christmas 
1666.  Morton  arrived,  at  Whittingham,  be- 
tween the  15th  and  20th  of  January  1566-7. 
To  this  place  of  convenient  intrigue,  Maitland 
conducted  Botbwell,  on  a  visit  to  Morton,  soon 
after  his  arrival  there,  from  England.  We  know 
this  important  fact,  from  Drury*s  correspon- 
dence with  Cecil,  as  well  as,  from  Archibald 
Douglas's  letter  to  the  Queen.  The  object  of 
this  meeting  with  Morton,  we,  also,  know,  wets 
to  concert  the  murder  of  Damley ;  as  we  learn, 
as  well  from  Morton's  confession  on  the  block, 
as  from  Douglas's  letter,  who  was  present,  at 
Whittingham.  In  that  concert,  it  is  apparent, 
that  Maitland  took  a  very  active  part :  And, 
taking  such  a  part,  in  such  a  conspiracy,  the 
Secretary  incurred,  thereby,  the  guilt  of  trea- 
son. 

From  what  passed,  during  that  concert, 
Maitland  knew,  that  Botbwell  did  not  possess 
any  written  documents,  which  could  satisfy 
Morton  of  the  Queen's  guilty  desire,  with  re- 
gard to  her  husband.  From  the  epoch  of  that 
concert,  however,  Maitland  appears,  to  have 
strengthened  BothwelFs  hands,  in  effecting  the 
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great  object  of  that  conapii'acy.  Darnley  waa 
assassinated,  by  the  conspirators,  on  tbe  lOtii  of 
February  1566-7. 

When  Murray  retired,  amidst  those  guilty 
scenes,  from  Edinburgh  to  Pans,  Maitland, 
and  Morton,  were  left  by  him,  bis  political 
agents.  A  few  days  after,  when  Botbwell  was 
tried  for  that  murder,  Morton,  and  Maitland, 
obtained  his  acquittal,  by  their  agency  :  Mait- 
land, particularly,  baffled  Elizabeth's  applica- 
tion, for  delaying  the  trial  of  Bothwell.  Mait- 
land was  one  of  the  Queen's  commissioners,  fur 
opening  the  Parliament  of  April  1567  ;  and  be 
was  one  of  the  few,  who  were  chosen  on  tbe 
Committee  of  Articles.* 

When  tbe  Parliament  rose,  Morton,  and 
Maitland,  obtained  a  declaration  of  several 
peers,  and  prelates,  declaring  the  innocence  of 
Bothwell,  and  recommending  him,  as  the  fittest 
husband,  for  tbe  Queen.  The  guilt  of  such 
meatiures,  and  of  such  a  declaration,  need  not 
be  mentioned.  Botbwell  was  thus  incited,  by 
the  criminal  conduct,  of  Morton,  and  Maitland, 


"  Pari.  Rec.  749-50 :  AVhen  there  were  so  many  mtifi- 
'catians  passed,  \>y  that  Parliament,  tiis  i^ed  father obtaineil 
B  ratification  of  the  barony  of  BIyth.  [W.]  But,  the  Secre- 
tary had  himself  no  ratiBcation  of  any  thing.  [Id, ;  Kcllh, 
379  ] 
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to  seize  the  Queen,  by  an  armed  force;  and,  by 
it,  to  carry  her  to  iiis  castle  of  Dunbar.  Both- 
well,  thus,  by  coercion,  obtained  the  guilty  ob- 
ject of  Morton,  and  Maitland,  in  obliging  the 
Queen,  to  consent  to  marry  him.  Maitland 
proceeded  one  step  further,  in  obtaining  that 
guilty  object :  He  followed  the  Queen,  as  Se- 
cretai7  of  State,  to  Dunbar -castle,  not  to  give 
her  good  advice ;  but,  to  encourage  her,  to 
agree  to  marry  the  ravisher,  as  her  moat  salu- 
tary step.  Secretary  Maitland,  continuing  his 
villanous  career,  after  betraying  the  Queen,  by 
80  many  criminal  artifices,  into  the  rutlian's 
arms,  charged  the  Queen  with  the  murder  of 
her  husband  ;  as  she  had  married  Bothwell, 
whose  marriage  contract  he  signed." 

The  Queen's  marriage  with  Bothwell  was 
scarcely  consummated,  in  pursuance  of  all 
those  artifices,  and  violence,  of  Maitland,  and 
Morton,  than  these  two  agents  of  Murray  be- 
gan to  intrigue  against  the  Queen,  and  to  treat 
Bothwell  as  a  scape-goat.  Maitland  sat,  on  the 
22d  of  May,  in  the  Queen's  council,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  seven  days  after  her  marriage  with 
BothwellJ  And  it  is  important  to  remark,, 
that  Maitland  attended  on  his  unfortunate 


4 
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»  Keith,  379-83-5;  Melvill,  Mem.  80;  GoodnU,  ii.  «■ 
'  Keith,  387. 
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tress^  as  Secretary,  on  the  15th  of  June^  when 
she  relinquished  Bothwell^  on  Carberry-hill, 
and,  joining  the  insurgents,  was  carried  cap- 
tive into  Edinburgh.  Maitland,  according  to 
his  practice,  attended  the  Queen,  on  those  oc- 
casions, in  order  to  betray  her.  On  the  16th 
of  June  1567,  she  was  committed  prisoner  to 
Lochleven-castle  ;  when  M aitland  joined  the 
insurgents,  as  Secretary  of  State. 

A  loud  outcry  was  now  raised,  from  feelings, 
which  were  more  feigned  than  felt:  No  one 
cared  for  Darnley  :  But,  the  moment,  that  the 
Queen  committed  herself,  by  marrying  Both- 
well,  the  publick  indignation  broke  out,  with 
great  violence.  Murray,  and  his  two  agents, 
Morton,  and  Maitland,  had  at  length  gained 
their  great  object ;  as  that  indignation  was  now 
turned  upon  the  Queen,  from  the  real  murder- 
ers of  the  King,  Murray,  Maitland,  and  Mor- 
ton. Elizabeth,  and  Cecil,  gave  notoriety  to 
all  those  events,  throughout  France,  and  Spain, 
while  the  real  murderers  were  concealed,  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Cecil  knew,  from  Murray,  as  he  passed 
through  London,  on  his  way  to  P^ris,  what 
would  happen,  in  Scotland.  The  insurgents, 
with  Maitland,  for  their  Secretary  of  State,  cor- 
responded with  Murray,  through  the  friendly 
hands  of  Cecil :   As  soon  as  Maitland  learned, 
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that  Cecil  approved  of  the  present  iosurrectioo^B 
the  insurgent  Secretary  began  to  corre8pon<i| 
with  Elizabeth's  Secretary,  whose  protection 
was  of  infinite  importance  to  the  insurgent 
nobles.*  Maitland,  as  Secretary  of  State,  for 
the  insurgent  nobles,  went  forward  to  F^t- 
castle,  to  meet  Throckmorton,  who  was  sent, 
from  Elizabeth,  to  intrigue  among  those  nobles, 
for  her  own  interest.  Maitland  managed  this 
intrigue,  oo  the  side  of  the  nobles,  throughout 
Throckmorton's    whole   negotiation,    in   July 


■  Maitlond's  letter  to  Cecil,  from  Edinburgh,  oi 
of  July  1567,  at  nighl ;  in  the  Paper  Office. 
Sir. 
Having  cunferrtd  with  Mr.  Melvill,  since  his  retun^ 
I  perceive  as  well  the  continuance  of  your  coDStaot  friend-, 
ship  towards  me^  in  particular,  as  i/our  allowance  of  f  his 
moa  quarrel,  enterprieed  by  a  gc>od  numtter  of  our  noble- 
men, for  the  recovery  of  the  honour  of  this  country  almost 
lost,  for  that  ahameful  murder,  in  the  same  committed,  aad 
not  punished  ;  for  which,  yoar  good  disposition,  I  pray  God, 
and  do  utost  heartily  thank  you.  1  do  also  understand  by 
his  report,  tliat  tiic  Queen's  miyesty,  your  mistress,  is  moM 
gently  inclined,  to  allow  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  by 
her  countenance  to  advance  the  same,  which  doing  I  am  sure 
her  maj.  shall  never  have  occasion  to  repent  herself:  For, 
as  the  matter  is,  in  itself,  godlg,  and  worthy  to  be  well 
taken  of  all  Christian  princes;  so,  i  trust,  her  nuu.  shall 
find,  hereafter,  these  nobles,  not  unmindful  of  that  comfort 
whatsoever  they  shall  receive,  at  her  Highnuss's  hands,  to 
the  furtherance  thereof 
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1567.    He  represented  Maitland^  as  the  only 
one  of  any  eminence^  in  Scotland^  who  wished 
to  restore  the  Queen,  on  condition  of  punish- 
ing Damley's  murderers,  of  a  divorce  from 
Bothwell,  and  of  security  for  religion.    *^  God 
knows/'  Throckmorton  exclaimed,  '^  he  is  for* 
tified,  with    very  slender    company,  in    this 
opinion.***    Maitland,  also,  managed  Throck- 
morton*s  intrigue,  for  sending  the  Prince  into 
England,  which   disclosed  Elizabeth's  cloven 
foot.^    Maitland  concurred,  with  Throckmor- 
ton's insidious  advice  to  Mary,  for  resigning 
her  crown,  on  the  pretence,  that  a  resignation, 
during   imprisonment,  could   not   be  lawfol. 
This  did  not  prevent  Maitland,  from  attend- 
ing, at  Stirling,  as  Secretary,  during  the  coro* 
nation  of  the  Queen's  infant  son,  on  the  39th 
of  July  ISG?.**    Maitland,  immediately,  joined 
Murray,  at  Whittingham,  before  the  Regent 
arrived,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  11th  of  August ; 
and  was  present,  as  Secretary,  when  that  art- 
ful statesman,  formally,  accepted,  on  the  22d 
of  the  same  month,  the  predestined  Regency.* 
He  still  continued  to  negotiate  with  Throck- 
morton, under  Murray's  government ;  and  to 

*  Robert8on*8  Hist,  App,  No.  xxii ;  Keiths  490-1. 

»»  Keith,  429. 

'  Melviirs  Mem,  85)  Goodall,  ii.  166-344. 

*»  Keith,  437.  •   lb,  452. 
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find  argument,  and  eloquence,  equipollent  to 
the  crafty  wisdom  of  that  very  sufficient  states- 
man/ It  was  in  the  midst  of  those  conversa- 
tions, with  Throckmorton,  that  Maitland  dis- 
closed to  him  the  ulterior  charges,  which  the 
revolted  nohles  meant,  to  make  against  their 
imprisoned  Queen.  As  early  as  the  25th  of 
July  1567,  tbey  disclosed  to  him,  their  design 
of  accusing  the  Queen  of  tyranny,  oi  inconti- 
nency,  of  the  murder  of  her  husband ;  whereof, 
as  Maitland  said,  they  had  apparent  proof;  as  J 
well,  by  witnesses,  as  by  her  hand-writing,  ' 
which  they  had  recovered.*  Such  were  the 
charges,  and  the  proofs,  which  Maitland  com- 
municated, who  is  supposed,  to  have  contrived 
the  whole  charge  against  the  Queen :  He  is, 
particularly,  charged,  on  apparent  ■proofs  with 
being  the  forger  of  the  supposititious  letters  of 
Mary,  which  now  began  to  be  talked  of,  pri- 
vately, rather  than  disclosed  publickly.  Those 
letters  were  first  relied  on,  as  evidence,  in  the 
Secret  Council  of  the  4th  of  December  1567, 
when  the  revolted  nobles  thought  it  necessary, 
to  prepare,  for  the  approaching  Parliament, 
■  .sufficient  motives,  to  justify  their  revolt,  tbdr 


'  lb.  457-8. 

»  Throckmorton's  letter.  Cot.  Lib.Cal.  C  i,; 
ii.  61. 
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iinpnsoniiient  of  the  Queen,  and  their  seizing 
of  her  government.  Maitland  sat  in  this  Secret 
Council ;  and  it  was  his  duty,  as  Secretary,  to 
see  that  the  Act  of  Privy  Council  was  fitly 
drawn  :  And,  as  Secretary  he  must  have  seen 
those  letters,  and  described  them,  from  inspec- 
tion, aa  written,  and  subscribed,  by  the  Queen. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  how  many  of  the 
Privy  Counsellors,  who  now  accused  the  Queen 
of  the  murder  of  her  husband,  were  afterwards 
convicted  themselves  of  that  odious  deed :  One 
of  these  was  Secretary  Maitland,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly guilty.  When  the  Parliament  met 
in  December,  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  exhibit  those  proofs  of  the  Queen's 
guilt:  He  went  into  the  Committee  of  Articles, 
without  the  Queen's  letters;  but  they  did  not 
now  appear  the  same ;  being  only  written  by 
her,  and  not  subscribed :''  But  they  were  not 
produced  in  Parliament.  Among  the  million 
of  guilty  acts  of  Maitland's  life,  the  charging  of 
the  Queen  with  murder,  and  bringing  forward 
iuch  fictitious  letters,  as  proofs  of  the  crime, 
whereof  he  was  himself,  attainted,  by  subse- 
quent Parliaments,  is  the  most  hideous. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Secretary's  father.  Sir 


'  Sec  the  Statute  Book ;  Goodallj  iii'  67 ;    Andenon's 
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Ricbard  Maitlaod,  at  tbe  age  of  sereoty-two, 
resigoed,  on  tbe  20th  April  1567,  tbe  Privy 
Seal,  to  bu  second  son,  Jobn,  the  CommeDda- 
[  tor  of  Coldingbam.  This  venerable  man,  who 
I  lired  to  ninety -two,  appears  to  have  been  deep- 
ly affected,  by  the  sad  scenes  of  violence,  and 
tergiversation,  which  had  been  lougacted  before 
tbe  disgusted  nation.  And,  he  gave  vent  to 
bis  feelings,  in  bis  Satire  on  the  A^e,  and  in 
other  poems,  which  paint  in  true,  rather  than 
brilliant  colours  "  the  oppression  of  tbe  com- 
iBons."'  The  good  old  man  bestowed  on  his 
Bon,  who  was  certainly  as  accomplished,  oa  he 
was  knavish,  much  salutary  advice,  which,  it 
had  been  happy  for  his  fame,  his  fortune,  and 
his  country,  had  he  as  sincerely  followed,  as 
his  father  had  affectionately  g^ven. 

The  conspiracy,  for  dethroning  the  Scotish 
Queen,  und  crowning  her  infant  son,  may  claim 
Secretary  Maitland,  for  its  contriver.  The  es- 
cape of  Mary,  from  Lochleven -castle,  on  tbe 
2d  of  May  1568,  gave  rise  to  many  events,  in 
tbe  annals  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  life  of  Mait- 
land. He  fought  against  his  indulgent  mis- 
tress, at  the  battle  of  Langside,  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month,  the  loss  of  which  obliged  her 
seek  a  fatal  refuge  in  England.^    'I 


■  Sec  his  I'uems  throiigfaoul- 
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cretary,  with  his  brother  John^  the  Privy  Seal, 
were  two  of  the  Commissioners,  for  opening 
the  Parliament  of  July  1568J  He  sat  in  that 
Parliament,  when  many  of  Mary's  fiiends,  who 
had  fought  for  her,  at  Langside,  were  for- 
feited." 

The  distresses  of  Mary,  and  the  artifices  of 
Elizabeth,  produced  the  project  of  an  inquiry, 
in  England,  as  to  the  recent  events,  which  had 
ended,  with  the  expulsion  of  the  Scotish  Queen. 
That  such  an  inquiry,  conducted,  as  it  must 
have  been,  by  the  genius  of  Cecil,  must  neces- 
sarily, end,  in  the  disappointment  of  the  Sco- 
tish Queen,  and  in  the  disgrace  of  her  oppo- 
nents, was  quite  apparent.  The  Regent,  the 
Chancellor,  Morton,  and  others  of  less  note, 
were  appointed  Commissioners,  to  manage  the 
inquiry,  on  behalf  of  the  infant  King  against 
his  mother  :  The  Regent  Murray  seems  to  have 
been  somewhat  puzzled,  whether  to  leave  Se- 
cretary Maitland,  in  Scotland,  or  to  carry  him, 
with  the  Commissioners,  to  the  inquiry  at  York. 
In  this  choice  of  difficulties,  Murray  chose  to 
carry  Maitland  with  them,  as  an  Assistant 
Commissioner.*    The  Commissioners  of  Eliza- 

»  Pari  Rec,  805.  »  Ih.  806-7. 

"  Spottiswoode^  S18  ^  Goodall^  ii.  109  :  It  should  seem, 
that  Maitland  had  long  opposed  the  sending  of  anj  Com- 
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beth,  of  Mary,  and  of  the  infaut  king,  at  length 
assembled  at  York,  on  the  4th  of  October  1568. 
The  oaths  being  taken  by  all  parties  to  act, 
honestly,  proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  in- 
quiry, by  the  exhibition  of  their  several  cbi 
missions. 

While  the  English  Commissioners  were  thuj 
occupied,  though  they  had  taken  the  oath 
fidelity,  which  required  fmr  dealing,  on  the  pi 
posal  of  Murray,  they  allowed  his  aasistan 
at  the  bead  of  whom  was  Maitland,  to  lay 
before  them,  privately,  the  whole  proofs,  forged, 
and  unforged,  against  the  Scotish  Queen,  which 
the  English  Commissioners  abstracted,  and 
sent  to  Elizabeth.  Of  the  unfairness  of  this, 
little  need  be  here  said."  Norfolk  was  after- 
wards charged  with  perjury  ;  as  he  had  acted 
against  his  oath  of  honesty.  In  this  raaaoer, 
then,  was  an  attempt  made,  thus  covertly,  to 
convict  the  Scotish  queen  of  the  murder 
her  husband.' 


in- 

M 
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misstoners,  as  unfit,  both  for  the  country,  and  the  Qumd. 
He  is  saiJ  to  have  beea  induced  to  aceonipsny  Murray,  "  by 
lai^  promises  of  rewards."  On  tbe  1 8th  of  September 
1568,  the  day,  on  which  the  Commissioners  were  appoiot- 
ed,  the  Treasurer,  by  the  Regent's  order,  paid  200i.  to  Se- 
cretary Maitland, whowas  going  to  England,  with  bis  grace. 
[Treasurer's  jIcc.  of  that  date.]  »  Sadler's  Slate  Paper*- 

r  That  disgraceful  Iransaclion  is  recorded  in  llie  ' 
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Elizabeth,  suspecting  some  secret  move- 
ments, at  York,  removed  the  inquiry,  from 
thence,  to  Westminster.  Maitland,  and  M^Gill, 
were  directed  to  repair  to  court,  for  managing 
the  renewed  inquiry,  on  the  Regent's  side.  On 
the  35th  of  November,  the  inquiry  was  renew- 
ed, at  Westminster.  On  the  morrow,  by  the 
management  of  Cecil,  Murray  was  induced, 
contrary  to  his  engagement  with  Norfolk,  to 
charge  the  Queen  with  the  murder  of  her  hus- 
band, which  he  undertook  to  prove.^  It  did  not 
require  the  reproaches  of  Maitland,  to  make 
Murray  feel  the  compunction  of  breach  of  trust. 
Yet,  after  the  conference  had  been  suspended, 
another  agreement  was  entered  into,  between 
the  Duke,  and  the  Regent,  which  had,  for  its 
end,  a  marriage,  between  Norfolk  and  the  Sco- 
tish  Queen.  In  this  well-meaning,  but  impru* 
dent  measure,  Maitland  had  his  full  share/ 
And  though  Mary,  and  Norfolk,  never  saw  one 
another ;  yet,  did  they  carry  this  intercourse 
the  full  length  of  virtual  betrothment.  On  the 
18th  of  January  15689,  after  Elizabeth  had 

Calig,  C  i.  f.  198;  and  was  transcribed  into  Anderson's 
Ckfl.  ii.  58  ;  and  GoodaU,  ii.  140-1. 
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obtaiDed  ber  object,  bya  formal  charge  against 
the  Scotifth  Qaeen  ei  an  odious  crime,  Murray, 
and  bis  associates,  set  oat,  for  Scotland. 

As  Mary  was  tbos  charged,  witb  ber  bos- 
baod^s  mnrder,  on  very  doobtfid  proofe,  sbe 
now  retnmed  tbe  charge  on  ber  gniity  accnsers. 
In  ber  instructions  to  ber  Ccnnniissioners, 
at  York,  she  had  pointed,  at  Maitland,  with* 
out  naming  him,  as  the  forger  of  tbe  letters, 
which  had  been  mentioned  as  hers,  before  the 
Privy  Council,  and  Parliament,  of  Scotland/ 
Without  knowing  what  documents  had  been 
produced,  at  Westminster,  agsunst  her,  she  ear- 
nestly asked  for  a  sight  of  them,  or  copies;  en- 
ga^ng  to  prove  their  falsehood :  But,  though 
this  request  was  allowed  to  be  jast,  it  was  al- 
ways denied  ;  as  Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  knew 
that  Murray's  proofs  could  not  bear  examina- 
tion. Mary  undertook,  if  these  copies  were  given 
her,  to  prove  Murray,  at  least  his  principal 
associates,  on  that  occasion,  guilty  of  the  mur- 
der of  her  husband :  Cecil,  and  Elizabeth,  knew 
that  she  pointed  at  Maitland,  and  Morton,  as 
the  most  guilty  persons  ;  and  they  feared,  that 


*  In  the  Act  of  Parliament^  forfeiting  Bothwell,  there  was 
a  clause,  mentioning  Huntley^  and  Secretary  Maitland^  that 
was  abstracted,  when  sent  to  England,  as  proof.  Acta  Pari, 
iii.  8,  the  clause,  within  the  hooks  [    ]. 
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themselves  might  be  implicated^  in  the  result 
of  such  recriminations/  They  closed  this  scan- 
dalous inquiry,  for  ever,  though  they  aflFected 
only  to  adjourn  it.  Their  sole  object  had  been, 
from  the  beginning,  merely,  to  disgrace  the 
Scotish  Queen,  by  means  of  Murray's  calum- 
niations ;  and  they  obtained  their  odious  end, 
but  with  their  own  shame,  Murray's  dishonour, 
and  Maitland's  ruin. 

The  Scotish  Commissioners  returned  to 
Scotland,  on  the  2d  of  February  1568.9.-  We 
have  seen  the  intrigues  with  Norfolk  begin,  at 
York ;  they  were  continued,  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  the  inquiry,  at  Westminster, 
and  Hampton-court ;  and  they  were  continued, 
after  the  inquiiy  closed,  and  the  Commissioners 
had  separated,  never  to  meet  again.  Mary,  and 
Norfolk,  talked  in  vain  of  a  marriage,  while  her 
previous  marriage  with  Bothwell,  which  had 
been  so  reprobated,  remained  undissolved.  The 
intrigue,asitwasnowcontinued,  during  summer 

^  See  Goodall^  ii.  807-12.  Soon  after  her  arrivul,  at  Car- 
lisle, Mary  had  informed  Lord  Scrope,  and  Sir  F.  Knollys^ 
as  we  have  seen^  that  Maitland^  and  Morton,  were  partici- 
pant in  her  husband's  murder,  however,  they  affected  then 
to  prosecute  others,  for  their  own  crime  :  This  information 
Scrope,  and  KnoUys,  had  conveyed  to  Elizabeth,  by  their 
letter,  from  Carlisle,  of  the  29th  of  May  1568.  See  it  in 
GoodaU,  ii.  69.  ■  Privy  Seal  Reg.  xxxviii.  25. 
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1569,  naturally,  assumed  tvo  points  ;  to  gain 
Murray's  consent  to  the  proposed  marriage  of 
Mary  with  Norfolk ;  and  above  all,  to  obtain  a 
parliamentary  divorce,  from  the  expatriated 
Botbwell,  which,  we  might  suppose,  would 
have  been  readily  granted,  as  the  separation 
of  Mary,  from  Bothwell,  was  one  of  the  avowed 
principles  of  the  revolt,  which  ended  in  the 
Queen's  dethrooement/ 

While  all  these  hopes  of  success,  and  hap- 
piness, were  indulged,  a  pretty  numerous  con- 
vention of  prelates,  and  nobJes,  was  assembled, 
atPerth,  on  the25tbof  July  1569,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  Elizabeth's  proposals,  with 
regard  to  Mary.*    Throckmorton,  and  Mait- 

■  On  the  l9t  of  June   1569,  Norfolk  wrote  Murraj-,  in 

cypheTj   urging  him   lo   assent  to  the  marriage.     Cecil's 

Journal,  in  Murdin,  767.     On  the  1st  of  July,  NorfMk, 

and  Throckmorton,  wrote  both  to  Moitland,  and  to  Murra}', 

OB  the  subject  of  Mary's  marriage  with  Norfolk  ;  and  I<ord 

Boyd  was  made  the  bearer.     Id. ;  Spottiswoode.  930 ;  aniJ 

Hoberlson,  i.  303.     On  the  Sd  of  July,  Maitland  wrote  to 

Throckmorton,  on  the  same  subject.  Id.     On  the  20lh  of 

.   July  1 66g,  Throckmorton  wrote  to  Maitland  in  answer.  Ro- 

I  bertsoD'e  App.  vol.  i.  No.  ixsii.      They  bad  even  obtained, 

L  from  Bothwell,  powers,  enabling  Lord  Boyd,  to  assent,  for 

t  him,  to  any  proceeding,  for  his  divorce,  from  the  Queea. 

[The  Kilmarnock  Archivei.'\ 

'  Cabala,  1 55:  For  the  names  of  the  persons,  who  al- 
tended  that  convention,  see  a  very  rare  4to.  pamphlet,  bdng 
a  collection  from  the  records  of  the  three  Bandt,  p.  lS-15. 


I 
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land,  now  expected  that  Murray  would,  at  this 
convention,  carry  through  the  divorce  of  Mary, 
from  Botbwell ;  and  that  Maitland  would  be 
sent  into  England,  to  negotiate  the  marriage  of 
Mary  with  Norfolk.  It  is  astonishing,  that  two 
such  profound  statesmen, as Throckmorton,and 
Maitland,  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose,  that 
Elizabeth  would  allow  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to 
marry  the  Scotish  Queen.  They  had  been  de- 
luded, egregiously,  and  by  none  more  than 
by  Murray :  He  had  acted,  deceptiously, 
throughout :  And,  he  now  induced  the  con- 
vention, to  disapprove  of  divorcing  the  unfortu- 
nate Queen.  The  leaders  of  this  convention, 
with  Lord  Chancellor  Morton,  at  their  head, 
the  very  men,  who  had  revolted,  with  the  de- 
clared design,  of  separating  Mary  from  Both- 
well,  now  refused  their  consent,  for  that  end  ; 
and  the  only  reason,  which  Murray,  and  his 
faction,  assigned,  for  breaking  their  engage- 
ment to  the  Queen,  when  she  joined  them  on 
Car  berry-hill,  was,  tiiat,  she  refused  to  be  se- 
parated, fVom  Botliwell,  after  she  had,  in  fact, 
separated  herself,  from  him.  But,  they  all 
acteil,  under  the  artifices  of  Cecil,  in  obedience 
to  Elizabeth's  wishes,  and  in  still  greater  aub- 
servicnce  to  their  own  interests. 

Disappointed  in  all  his  hopes,  and  disgusted, 
at  Murray's  perfidy,  Maitland  retired,  from  the 
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coDventioD,  with  bis  powerful  friend^  the  Earl 
of  Athol:  And  Marray  returned  to  Stirling.* 
Here,  then,  was  the  crisis,  whence  those  two 
associates,  in  roguery,  Murray,  and  Maitland, 
separated,  for  even  Murray  was,  equally,  dis- 
gusted with  Maitland,  for  projecting  the  re- 
storation of  Mary;  and  having  shown  his 
own  duplicity,  he  dreaded  Maitland's  power 
of  mischief.  The  Regent  would  have  impeach- 
ed the  Secretary,  in  the  late  convention; 
but,  he  feared  his  many  friends,  and  he  knew, 
that  the  Atholmen,  at  the  command  of  their 

'  Cecil  wrote  to  the  ambassador,  Norris,  at  Paris,  on  the 
Sd  of  August  1569  :--''  The  25th  of  last  month,  the  Earl 
of  Murray  began  a  convention,  at  St.  Johnstown  [Perth]  i 
and  meaneth  to  send  us,  as  I  think,  the  Lord  Leding^n 
[Maitland]  hither,  with  his  mind,  concerning  the  Queen  of 
Scots."  Cabala,  155.  On  the  13th  of  August,  Cecil  again 
wrote  to  Norris :  *'  The  convention  of  St.  Johnstown  was 
dissolved  about  the  2nd  of  this  month ;  and  on  Wednesday 
last,  came  hither  one  Alescander  Hume,  from  the  Regent,  with 
letters  ;  declaring  that  he  had  an  universal  obedience,  in 
Scotland  -,  and  that  the  States,  there,  would  not  consent  to 
any  thing,  concerning  the  Queen  of  Scots*s  restitution,  by 
any  manner  of  degree  -,  wherewith,  her  majesty  is  not  well 
pleased ;  because  she  hath  a  disposition  to  have  her  [the 
Scotish  Queen]  out  of  the  realm,  with  same  tolerable  con- 
ditions, to  avoid  peril,  which  is  a  matter  very  hard,  at  least 
to  me,  to  compass.**  Cabala,  155-6.  There  is  no  end  to 
the  oracles  of  this  Nostradamus  !  Why  did  not  they  tell  the 
Scotish  Queen  to  quit  the  English  kingdom  > 
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Earl,  could  have  surrounded  the  conventioa 
of  Perth,  at  au  hour's  notice.  Murray  now 
resolved  to  cnish  Maitland,  at  a  blow/  But, 
it  was  necessary  to  calm  the  ruffled  spirits 
of  Maitland,  before  he  could  get  him  within 
his  fangs  :  And  he  wrote  him  several  friendly 
letters,  from  Stirling ;  requesting  his  presence, 
in  council,  there;  to  settle  a  dispatch  for 
England.  Maitland,  and  Athol,  were  thus  in- 
duced, to  attend  the  Council,  at  Stirling :  But, 
they  had  no  sooner  entered  the  council-chamber, 
than  the  notorious  Thomas  Crawford  entered 
with  an  accusation  of  Maitland,  as  a  participant, 
in  the  murder  of  Darnley>  Maitland  offered 
security,  to  answer  the  charge :  but,  the  pre- 
determined Council  voted  his  immediate  in^ 
prisonment :  And  Murray,  thereupon,  commit- 

^  It  is  curious  to  remark^  that  the  despicable  farrago  of 
fiEilsehood>  called  Paris*s  confession^  which  was  drawn  \xp, 
by  Buchanan  J  and  Wood^  under  Murray's  eye,  on  the  loth 
of  August  1 569,  mentions  Maitland^  and  Sir  James  Balfour^ 
as  privy  to  Damley's  murder^  Anderson's  Col,  ii.  -,  Goodall> 
i.  148.  Throughout  the  plots«  for  the  murder  of  Damley, 
and  the  dethronement  of  Mary^  Maitland  acted^  under 
Murray,  as  his  master :  Yet,  in  the  logick  of  some,  Mait* 
land  was  guilty,  and  Murray  was  innocent ! 

^  Crawford  was  a  retainer  of  Lennox  -,  was  mentioned  in 
the  fabricated  letters,  as  a  confident  of  Darnley :  and  was 
carried  to  London,  for  the  odious  puqx>8e  of  testifying,  what 
he  did  not  know  to  be  true.     Goodall,  i.  53* 
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ted  this  famous  Secretary  to  Stirling-castle. 
On  the  same  night,  the  Regent  caused  Sir 
James  Balfour  to  be  arrested,  upon  the  same 
charge.  Murray,  with  his  usual  duplicity, 
protested,  that  Maitland  was  accused,  and 
Balfour  arrested,  against  his  unll ;  and  that  the 
Council  was  so  handed  against  both,  that  it  was 
not,  in  his  power,  to  save  them  from  prison. 
Kirkcaldy,  the  gallant  governor  of  Edinburgh- 
castle,  hearing  of  those  arrests,  sent  a  message, 
to  the  Regent,  demanding  that,  the  like  justice 
should  be  done  upon  the  E^rl  of  Morton^  and 
Archibald  Douglas.''  We  thus  see,  that  the 
Regent  knew,  that  Maitland,  and  Balfour, 
were  guilty :  Kirkcaldy  knew,  that  Morton,  and 
his  relation  Archibald  Douglas,  were  also  guilty : 
And,  we  shall  perceive,  in  our  prog^ress,  that 
the  whole  four  were  positively  guilty.* 

The  Regent  appointed  the  trial  of  Maitland, 
on  the  24th  of  November  1569.     Athol  mean- 


«  Melvill's  Mem.  100. 

^  For  aU  those  curious  intimations,  see  MelviU*s  Mem,  100  ; 
Spottiswoode,  931-9;  and  the  contemporary  History  of 
King  James  VL  69^70  j  Goodall,  i.  397 :  In  the  Cotton 
Library  there  is  a  letter,  from  Maitland,  30th  of  October 
]  569,  to  one  of  his  friends  ;  requesting  him,  to  appear,  at 
Edinburgh,  on  the  trial  of  the  charge  brought  against  Mait- 
land, for  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Damley.  Calig. 
C.  i.  346. 
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time  retired  into  the  fietstnesses  of  his  alpine 
country,  Murray  conveyed  Maitland,  from 
Stirling  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  lodged  in 
a  house  near  the  castle,  under  an  appropriate 
guard.®  Kirkcaldy,  the  governor  of  Ekiinburgh* 
castle,  hearing  that  Maitland  was  to  be  sent  to 
Tamtallon-castle,  and  knowing  ihat,  his  de* 
struction  was  predetermined,  resolved  to  rescue 
him:  and,  pretending  a  warrant,  from  the 
Regent,  he  easily  imposed  upon  Maitland*8 
guard,  and  carried  him,  triumphantly,  into  the 
castle/  To  be  thus  circumvented,  by  a  blunt 
soldier,  who  was  not  famous  for  his  guile,  sunk 
deep  into  the  Regent's  heart.*  He  dissembled, 
however,  his  disappointment ;   and,  with  his 


*  Melville  who  then  enjoyed  the  Regent's  confidence^  says, 
that  the  reason^  for  lodging  Maitland  so  near  the  castle, 
was,  to  decoy  the  governor,  from  his  castle,  on  the 
morrow,  under  the  pretence  of  receiving  Maitland  into  bit 
safe  custody  3  and,  if  he  should  come  out,  the  Regent  meant 
to  detain  him,  tiU  he  should  surrender  the  castle  to  a  dif- 
ferent keeper :  And,  Melvill  also  relates,  that  Morton  had 
appointed  four  assassins,  to  slay  Kirkcaldy,  at  the  entry  of 
the  Regent's  lodging,  without  his  knowledge,  indeed :  But, 
as  Kirkcaldy  distrusted  the  Regent,  he  avoided  the  snare. 
Melviirs  Mem.  101. 

'  MelviU's  Mem.  100- 1 ;  Spottiswoode,  232. 

^  "  1  know,**  says  Melvill,  'Uhat  the  carrying  of  Maitland 
to  the  castle  sunk  deepest  into  the  Regent's  heart.**  Mem, 
109. 
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accustomed  artifice,  endeavoured  to  decoy  the 
governor,  from  his  castle :  But,  Kirkcaldy  had 
now  seen  so  much  of  Murray's  perfidy,  that  his 
distmst  was  quite  awake  to  the  Regent's  wiles.'' 
And,  so  anxious  was  Murray  to  regain  Mait- 
land,  that  he  went  himself  into  the  castle : 
"  For  he  durst  trust  Kirkcaldy  ;  though  Kirk- 
caldy would  not  trust  Murray.'  The  Regent 
now  employed  all  the  artifices  of  dissimulation 
in  vain :"  Kirkcaldy  refused  to  deliver  Mait- 
land;  but  promised  to  bring  him  into  court, 
on  the  day  of  trial.'  This  respectable  soldier 
continued  to  resist  every  device,  which  subtilty 
could  suggest,  for  inducing  him  to  hetray  the 
Secretary  into  the  Regent's  hands.  Sir  James 
Melvill,  who  would  also  he  a  statesman,  propos- 
ed to  the  Regent,  to  allow  Maitland  to  go  into 
voluntary  exile  ;  giving  security,  that  he  would 
□ot  return,  and  offering  his  son,  for  a  hostage. 
But,  the  Regent  had  views,  which  he  did  notopea- 
to  the  well-meaning  Melvill."  The  same  stati 
man  also  interposed,  in  favour  of  Balfour,  who 
had  already  gained  the  goodwill  of  the  Regent's 
favourites,  by  means  of  money,  that  had  bcea. 
properly  bestowed  :  And,  Balfour  even  advi 
Maitland,   to  use    similar    means,  promisii 


ge. 

'ho~ 


"lb.  103. 


'  Spottiswoode,  23«  i  Melvill,  101. 

'  Spultiswnode^  S32.  "  Mtm.  lOH.J 
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equal  success :  But,  the  Secretary  knew  too 
well  his  own  importance^  to  expect  his  safety^ 
from  such  mean  men.* 

Meantime,  Cecil  had  early  suspected  the  in- 
tercourse of  Norfolk,  with  the  Scotish  Queen ; 
and  had  carefully  counteracted  their  measures.^ 
Murray,  and  Maitland,  were  both  implicated  in 
those  intrigues.  Murray,  on  that  occasion, 
opened  his  bosom  to  Cecil ;  and  tried  to  make 
others  equally  loquacious.  Robertson,  the  his- 
torical apologist  of  Murray,  declares  that, 
"  He  deceived  and  betrayed  Norfolk,  with  a 
baseness,  unworthy  of  a  man  of  honour."'  He 
not  only  acted  basely  himself,  but  endeavoured 
to  make  others  act,  with  the  same  baseness : 
He  practised  his  arts  on  Maitland,  in .  vain  : 

'  Melvill,  Mem,  101-2.  Melvill  intimates,  that  the  wicked 
society^  which  surrounded  the  Regent,  hated  Maitland; 
because  he,  as  well  as  Kirkcaldy,  despised  their  selfishness^ 
and  detested  their  rapacity ;  and  because  his  talents  were  so 
superior  to  theirs.     Id, 

»  Cecil's  Diary,  Murdin,  767-8.  On  the  21  st  of  Septem- 
ber 1569,  George  Carey  was  sent  post  to  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray, to  understand  his  doings  in  the  marriage.  Id,  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  was  brought  to  Windsor,  in  charge  of 
Edward  Fitzgarret.  On  the  5th  of  October,  the  abbot  of 
Dunfermling  came  from  the  Earl  of  Murray,  with  adyertise- 
ment  of  his  knowledge  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  On  the 
9th  of  October,  Norfolk  was  sent  to  the  Tower.     Id. 

f  Hiit  Scot.  i.  533. 
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The  fear  of  death  did  not  induce  M^tland  to 
reveal  what  he  koew  of  Norfolk's  conduct.* 
He  even  denied,  that  he  had  ever  mentioned 
such  a  inarnage  to  the  dnke,  in  direct  terms/ 
Murray  at  length  held  a  convention,  to  inquire  - 
into  Maitlaod's  guilt ;  and  to  support  his  pro- 
ceedings, he  stationed  Morton,  with  three 
thousand  men,  at  Dalkeith.'  Kirkcaldy,  in 
pursuance  of  his  promise,  now  appeared  hefore 
the  Regent,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  produce 


'  There  ia,  in  the  Paper  Office,  an  unpublished  letter 
from  Murray  to  Cecil,  of  the  9th  of  October  1569,  where- 
in he  says;  "This  my  letter  is  formed  upon  the  very  words, 
and  device,  of  the  Lord  ofLethington  [Mailland]  :  How- 
beit,  to  be  plain  with  you,  he  has  flatly  denied  to  me,  in  bo; 
sort,  to  be  an  accuser  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ;  thinking  he 
shall  escape  from  these  storms."  He  accuses  Maitland  of 
corresponding  with  Cecil,  though  he  had  promised.  Uuit  hi  J 
ivould  not. 

'  In  another  unpublished  letter,  in  the  Paper  Office,  Mar- 
ray  wrote  to  Cecil,  on  the  "th  of  November:  "  He  had 
again  tjuestioued  Lethington  on  the  project  of  the  mania^ : 
But,  he  constantly  affirms,  that  there  was  never  any  men- 
tion of  the  said  marriage,  betwixt  the  duke  and  him,  ia 
.  plain,  and  direct  words,  neither  in  privy  conference,  aorby 
letters,  whatBomever  he  might  otherwise  of  himself,  and 
the  proceedings  there,  collect  in  his  own  mind."  He  oDen. 
that  as  sooQ  as  he  shall  have  an  end  in  the  matter,  that  hi  _ 
ia  churged  with  here,  he  will,  gladly,  go  into  England,  i 
answer  before  the  Queen  [Elizabeth.] 

•  The  Uht.  of  King  Jumo  Ff,  76- 
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Maitland  in  judgment,  if  there  were  any  one 
present,  to  accuse  him.  None  appeared:  and 
Maitland*s  brother  protested  thereupon,  that 
the  Secretary  was  entitled  to  his  liberty ;  since 
no  one  appeared  to  accuse  him  :*  Murray  now 
gave  up  the  present  pursuit  of  Maitland,  by 
adjourning  the  trial,  on  pretence,  that  the  con- 
vention, which  he  had  called,  for  his  accusa- 
tion, had  only  convened  to  prevent  a  failure  of 
justice.'  A  shot,  from  the  vengeance  of  the 
injured  Hamilton,  soon  after,  sent  Murray,  to 
answer,  untimely,  for  the  various  villanies  of  his 
artful  life/ 

The  moment  that  Cecil  heard  of  the  death 
of  Murray,  he  sent  off  the  notorious  Randolph 
to  Scotland,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ross,  as  a  pri- 
soner to  the  Bishop  of  London.  Maitland 
took  that  occasion,  to  write  Cecil :  urging  him, 
to  use  his  influence,  for  reconciling  the  parties, 
which  distracted  Scotland/  Strange,  that  so 
acute  a  statesman,  as  Maitland,  did  not  see, 
through  the  disguises  of  Cecil,  that  his  ailifices 
aimed,  only,  at  distracting  the  country  of  his 


*  The  Hist  of  K.  James  VL  70.  ' 
"  See  Murray's  speech^  from  Calderwood's  MS,  Hist,  in 

GoodaU^  i.  397-8. 

*  That  memorable  event  happened,  on  the  2dd  of  Janu- 
ary 1569-70.    BirreVs  Diary;  and  Burleigh's  Journal, 

^  Murdin,  769,  *  Haynes^  675. 
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hate.  But,  Maitlaad  was  still  uncleared  of  tb 
foul  chai'ge  of  Dai-nley's  death.  Morton  him- 
self undertook  this  ungracious  task,  though 
knew  Maitland's  guilt.  A  convention  of  tho! 
"  who  bated  the  Queen,  and  her  cause,' 
assembled,  at  Edinburgh,  for  that  end.  On  the 
14th  of  Februai7  1570,  it  was  urged,  for  Mait- 
laud,  that  though  he  had  been  accused  of 
Daruley's  murder ;  yet,  that  was  not  the  true 
reason,  which  had  moved  the  iate  Regent,  to 
detain  him.  Each  member  being  now  askedj 
if  he  knew  bis  guilt,  made  answer,  that 
esteemed  him  innocent ;  and  acknowledged 
him,  to  have  been  an  useful  instrument, 
in  Jvrthering  Gotts  glori/,  and  the  coimnon 
good.*  This  declaration  was  signed,  by  Mor- 
ton, and  twenty-one  other  counsellors  of  Mur- 
ray, and  by  Athol,  the  constant  friend  of  Mait- 
land."  The  exculpated  Secretary  now  resumed 
his  appropriate  ofSee  ;  and  Kirkcaldy  was  freed 
from  the  charge  of  restraining  the  liberty  of  the 
friend,  whom  he  had  saved,  by  his  spirit. 

Maitland  now  made  use  of  his  freedom,  to 
reconcile  parties,  by  promoting  quiet.  He  en- 
deavoured to  concert  a  meeting  of  the  nobles 

■  Contemporary  W«(,  of  K.  Jamen  11.  SI ;  and  the  Act  « 

Privy  Councils  in  Goodall  i.  398-9. 

1"  See  the  list,  in  the  contem^rary  H'at.  of  K.  Jama  f 

81 -e. 
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of  both  parties^  at  Eklinburgh,  on  the  4th  of 
March  1570 :  But,  his  success  was  not  equal  to 
is  intentions,  amidst  such  contrarieties,  which 
were  promoted  by  Cecil's  wiles.  He  wrote  soon 
after  to  Leicester ;  urging  him,  to  promote,  in 
Elizabeth's  mind,  mutual  reconcilement,  rather 
than  avowed  hostilities.*  Maitiand  gained  many 
friends  to  this  salutary  principle ;  among  whom 
were  Kirkcaldy,  who  held  Edinburgh-castle  ; 
Home,  a  powerful  baron,  on  the  borders ;  and 
Athol,  who  repented,  that  he  had  ever  drawn 
his  sword  against  the  Queen.  He  tried  to 
collect  the  Queen's  friends  together :  Some  of 
those  friends,  on  the  18th  of  April  1570,  held 
a  conference  with  Morton  ;  in  order  to  settle 
the  country,  by  some  agreement :  But,  that  in- 
terested chief  could  not  be  brought,  to  approve 
of  reconcilement,  knowing  that,  the  English 
army  was  about  to  enter  Scotland  ;  in  order  to 
chastise  the  Queen's  friends.  Kirkcaldy,  mean- 
time, liberated  from  the  castle.  Lord  Seaton, 
Lord  Herries,  and  the  Duke  of  Chattelherault.'' 
But,  entreaties  were  of  little  avail,  in  stopping 
the  advance  of  the  English  army ;  since  there 
was  no  force,  to  oppose  them.     Maitiand,  and 

*  Robertson's  Hist.  App.  No.  1.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
the  Earl  of  Sussex,  as  lieutenant  of  the  North,  went,  north- 
ward, to  make  preparations,  for  war.  Murdin,  769. 

<*  Bannatyne*8  Journal  ii.;  Cabala,  16^'^. 
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aDd  Kirkcaldy,  remonstrated,  in  vain.  Sussex, 
who  commanded  the  invading  army,  demanded, 
that  the  friends  of  the  Scotish  Qneen  should 
disavow  then-  proceedings,  at  Linlithgow.'  The 
English  army  conducted  the  Earl  of  Lennox, 
who  was  destined,  to  be  the  new  Regent,  to 
Edinburgh,  on  the  13th  of  May  1570,  whence 
'  they  departed,  for  Glasgow,  on  the  16th.'  On 
the  same  day,  Foster,  the  captain  of  Warke- 
castle,  made  an  inroad  into  Lauderdale,  and 
ravaging  the  estate  of  old  Sir  Ricliard  Maitland, 
carried  off  whatever  could  be  moved.  The  ve- 
nerable knight  was  thus  injured ;  because  be 
was  the  father  of  the  renowned  Secretary  ;  and 
he  feit  it  the  more,  as  he  considered  it  as  done, 
in  time  of  peace.*  ITiis  invasion  was  an  act  al- 
together worthy  of  Cecil's  malignity,  and  Eli- 
zabeth's baseness. 

Maitlaud  now  found  it  necessary,  to  look,  fc 
shelter,  in  the  recesses  of  Athol,  where  he  re- 
mained, during  the  summer.''  He  wrote  the 
Bishop  of  Ross,  who  then  lay  at  Chatsworth,  to 
know,  if  he  might  come  into  England,  on  his 


M 


'  SpottiBWOodc,  239-40.         '  Bannatyne's  Journal,  I6-I7. 

'  See  Maitland '3  Poemi,  ij.  305:  Sir  Richard  soon  re- 
I   Rimed  his  good  humour,  which  enabled  him  tn  write  toute 

:se3,  which  he  called.  "  The  blind  Baron's  comfort." 

**  Bannatyne's  Journal,  22.  who  is  studious  to  insult  th« 
'  Secretuy. 
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former  footing.  Bot^  the  bishop  was  told^  by 
Leicester,  Elisabeth's  favourite,  ^^  that  she  vnM 
no  ways  have  you  come,  as  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners ;  because  she  is  yet  offended  with  you.*'* 
By  the  influence  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  direc- 
tion of  Cecil,  the  Earl  of  Lennox  was  chosen 
Regent  of  Scotland,  on  the  17th  of  July  1570.^ 
Randolph,  the  experienced  agent  of  Elizabeth, 
began  now  to  exert  his  usual  artifices.  And, 
he  tried  his  unprincipled  arts,  to  detach  Mait- 
land,  and  Kirkcaldy,  from  Mary's  friends,  by 
acknowledging  the  King's  regent.'    But,  they 

'  Robert8on*8  App.  iii :  Lesley's  letter  is  curious :  '*  Your 
answers  to  the  Englishmen  are  thought  very  good  ^  but^  you 
will  do  well  to  keep  out  of  their  hands  :  I  am  sorry^  you 
cannot  come,  for  the  great  relief,  I  hoped  to  have  had,  by 
your  presence ;  for  you  could  well  have  handled  the  Queen 
of  England  I  after  her  humour,  as  you  were  wont  to  do."  Id. 
•^  Cot.  Lib.  CaUg.  C.  ii.  271. 

*  On  that  occasion,  Randolph  wrote  Maitland,  and  Kirk- 
caldy, a  letter^  which  is  preserved,  in  Strype's  Annals,  ii. 
App,  No.  ix  \  and  which  is  extremely  curious,  both  for  its 
topicks,  and  style.  '^  As  for  conscience ;  he  reasons,  she  is 
not  worthy  to  live  whose  cause  ye  defend,  having  committed 
so  horrible  an  offence :  Ergo,  no  conscience,  by  order,  to 
put  her  down :  And  less,  not  to  obey  her ;  least  to  obey  her 
uqjust  quarrel.  Thb  you  know  yourselves :  This  you  have 
spoken  yourselves.  This  you  have  allowed  yourselves. 
Yourselves  wrote  against  her,  fought  against  her;  and 
were  the  chiefest  cause  of  her  apprehension,  and  imprison- 
ment, and  dimission  of  the  crown ;  with  saniewhat  more, 

VOL.  III.  Q  q 
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knew  each  other's  principles,  and  practices: 
and  Randolph  reasoned,  and  threatened,  in  vail 
This  corrupt  agent  now  advised  the  Regent, 
irritate  Kirkcaldy,  hy  all  manner  of  slights, 
himself,  and  to  his  dependants." 

The  chiefs  of  the  Queen's  party,  with  Mait- 
land,  at  the  head  of  them,  soon  after,  held  a 
council,  during  several  days,  at  Blair  of  AthoU; 
The  Secretary,  though  afflicted  with  the  goul 
was  the  soul  of  all  those  consults.  He  pre-^ 
vailed  so  far  with  the  conrts  of  France,  and 
Spain,  feehle  as  they  were,  as  to  engage  Eliza- 
beth to  enter  into  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
Scotisti  Queen.    And  he  laboured,  successfully, 

that  we  might  say,  if  it  were  not  la  grieve  you  too  much  hi 
in.  [lie  means  their  porticipBtion,  in  Damley's  murder, 
But,  plainiieas  argucth  friendsliip ;  and  bo  dti,  I  trust,  yee 
it. — So  that  you  two  were  tlie  tbief  occasions  of  all 
calamities,  as  slic  lialh  aaid,  that  she  is  fallen  inlo :  Yoil? 
Lord  of  Liddinglon,  by  your  persuasion,  and  counsel,  tw 
appi^hend  her,  to  imprison  her ;  yea,  to  have  taken  pre- 
sently the  life  from  her  :  And  you.  Lord  of  Grange,  by 
solicitation,  travel,  and  labour,  to  bring  in  others,  lo 
thereof  i  and  to  put  in  execution  that,  which  by  the 
you  Lord  of  Liddington  was  devised, " — It  is  very  horrid, 
hear  this  corrupt  agent,  talk  in  this  manner,  who  was  parti- 
cipant, in  every  crime,  which  had  disgraced  Scotland,  &oin 
the  inlerception  of  Mary,  till  the  murder  of  Damlcy. 

"  Melvill'sMem,  108. 

■  Bnnnalync's  Journal,  37 -8,  which  contains  the  at 
the  [lersons,  fonuing  that  convention. 
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for  an  abstinence  from  hostilities,for  two  months, 
commencing  from  the  3tl  of  September."  la 
violation  of  this  truce,  the  Regent  made  an  iittack 
on  Maitland,  by  citing  him  to  appear  before  tlie 
council;  and  on  liis  failing  to  appear,  the  Re- 
gent proclaimed  him  a  rebel,  and  deprived  liim 
of  the  office  of  Secretary.  His  office  was  con- 
ferred on  Pitcairn,  the  commendator  of  Dun- 
fermlln.  A  party  of  soldiers  was,  soon  after 
sent,  by  the  Regent  Lennox,  to  take  possession 
of  the  castle  of  Lethinp;ton,  and  to  lay  waste 
the  estates  of  the  venerable  Sir  Richard,  as 
well  as  those  of  his  son,  the  Secretary.  Cora- 
plaint  was  made  of  this  breach  of  the  absti- 
nence from  warfare,  to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  Eli- 
zabeth's lieutenant,  in  the  North. f"  The  Regent 
answered,  that  Maitland  being  the  King's  sub- 
ject, who  had  submitted  to  the  royal  authority, 
could  not  claim  the  benefit  of  the  truce.  But, 
of  the  Scotish  nobles,  in  that  corrupt  age,  it 
cannot  be  said,  in  Milton's  language, "  that 
they  were  burdened,  with  the  debt  immense  of 
endless  gratitude."  Maitland  had  performed 
tthe  part  of  Chancellor,  in  that  Parliament, 
which  restored  tlie  titles,  the  estates,  the  blood 

■>  See  the  terms  of  it,  in  S pot tls wood e,  S43.  It  was  con- 
tinued, by  ecveml  renewals,  till  the  Ist  of  April  1571; 

f  Spottiswoode,  344  i  Contemp.  HuLo/Jamet  Fl.  ItyS-S , 
and  Dulyella  Ulualraliona  of  the  ScolUli  IJlsl ,  b'lu, 
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of  Lennox,  for  whom  he  made  an  admirable 
oration :  And  he  had  afterwards  lent  him 
money,  as  we  have  ah-eady  seen.  Maitland  now 
avowed,  that  he  wouUi  not  acknowledge  the 
Regent ;  and  tliat  he  was  on  the  side  of  those, 
that  would  perform  their  duties  to  the  Queen 
Scots,  and  her  infant  son.  In  this  reciprocation' 
of  words,  which,  as  Sbakspeare  says,  "  if  they 
help  nothing  else;  yet,  do  they  ease  the  heart," 
Lennox  replied  that,  it  was  no  wonder  Mait- 
land should  not  acknowledge  him,  as  Regent ; 
since  he  had  been  accused  of  the  foul  mui-der 
of  his  son,  Darnlcy ;  that  though  he  had  dechned, 
contrary  to  his  engagement,  from  the  King's 
party,  he  must  atili  be  subject  to  accusations 

I  against  him,  in  the  King's  name :  And  as  it  was 
not  the  English  Queen's  object,  to  protect  any 
one  under  the  late  abstinence,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  guilty  of  the  late  King's  murder, 

I  he  who  had  been  charged  therewith,  during;j 
the  late  Regent's  time,  ought  not  now  to  cofliu 

I  plain  of  a  breach  of  truce.""     Lennox  seems  to 

I  have  been  now  acting  under  Randolph's  advice, 
to  vex  his  opponents,  as  if  any  thing  were  to 
be  gained,  by  the  iriitation  of  such  a  man,  at 
such  a  moment.     In  answer  to  some  proposal 

I  of  Sussex,  respecting  the  intended  treaty, 


'*  Spottiswoode,  344. 
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Regent  professed  to  ^ye  no  molestation  to  the 
Commissioners^  on  the  Queen's  part^  in  their 
journey,  provided  their  names^  and  the  number 
of  their  train,  might  be  notified ;  otherwise 
some  that  were  guilty  of  the  murders  of  the 
late  King,  and  Regent,  might  steal  away  among 
them/  This  seems  to  have  been  intended,  as 
a  bar  to  Maitland,  who  was  thus  pressed  on  a 
delicate  point,  by  the  imprudence,  or  enmity, 
of  Lennox,  who,  if  he  had  pressed  Bothwell, 
when  that  guilty  noble  stood  at  the  bar  of  the 
Justiciary  Court,  might  have  prevented  much 
mischief,  and  many  crimes. 

In  contemplation,  however,  of  such  a  treaty, 
Maitland  arrived  from  Athol,  in  Edinburgh- 
castle,  though  oppressed  by  the  gout,  in  April 
1571.*  In  the  night  of  the  14th  of  April, 
Captain  Melvill  seems  to  have  come,  from  the 
castle,  to  the  printing-house  of  Robert  Leck- 
previck,  who  printed  the  Cameleon,  Buchanan's 
well-known  libel  against  the  Secretary's  ter- 
giversation :  Buchanan,  in  his  zeal,  forgot,  that 
he  himself  was  a  Camelean ;  that  too  many,  in 
Scotland,  were  but  Cameleons  of  the  worst  kind : 
But,  Leckprevick,  and  his  libel,  appear  to  have 
found  refuge,  in  some  safer  place/    On  the 


'  Spottiswoode,  346. 

*  Bannatyne's  Journal,  190.  '  Ih.  ldO-1. 
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14th  of  May,  the  Queen's  party  held  a  Parlia- 
ment, in  its  usnal  place,  the  Tolbaoth  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  while  the  Regent  held  a  Parliament  of 
the  King's  party,  in  the  suburb  of  the  same 
city,  called  the  Canongafe.  Neithet-  of  these 
Parliaments  can  boast  of  their  ahstinencex.  In 
the  Regent's  Parliament,  which  was  urged  by 
the  vigour,  or  enmity,  of  Morton,  the  Chancel- 
Ior,was,  plainly,  the  least  moderate,  in  its  legis- 
lation. Maitland,  and  his  two  brothers,  and 
three  of  the  Ilamiltons,  were  attainted  of  trea- 
son. The  crime  of  Maitland  was  specified  to 
be,  "  the  foreknowledge,  and  counsel,  of  the 
murder  of  the  late  King.''"  The  same  nobles, 
Morton,  Mar,  and  others,  we  may  observe,  who 
now  attainted  Maitland  of  the  King's  murder, 
had  all  concurred,  in  signing  a  declaration,  on 
the  14th  of  February  1570,  as  to  Maitland's  in- 
nocence of  the  same  crime."  By  what  evidence, 
they  were  induced  to  change  their  former 
opinions,  and  to  declare  him  innocent,  does  not 
appear.  In  this  manner,  then,  was  this  able 
man  found  guilty  of  the  treasonous  murder  of 
the  late  King,  which  he  had  undoubtedly  sug- 

•  Bannatyne's  Jouf  na(,  154;  Spotliswooile,  V53.  These 
attainders  were  rati(i«tl,  iti  the  roDowing  Parliament,  at  Stir- 
ling, the  S8lh  August  157'1.     Acta  Part.  iii.  66-9. 

»  Contemp.  Hiit.  K.  Jama  VL  81-2  i  Spottiswoode,! 
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gested^  and  promoted  ;  and  was  punished,  for 
his  guilt,  as  well  as,  for  his  duplicity,  and  ter- 
giversation. After  Morton  had  become  Regent, 
Maitland,  in  December  1572,  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Laird  of  Carmichael,  for  the  inspection  of 
his  master,  Morton  ;  reminding  him  of  the  old 
friendship,  between  them,  and  of  the  many 
services,  which  Maitland  had  done  to  Morton ; 
and  accusing  the  Regent  of  having  been  the 
chief  procurer  of  his  pretended  forfeiture,  for 
a  crime,  wherein  he  knew,  in  his  conscience, 
Maitland  was  as  innocent  as  himself.  To  these 
several  charges,  and  insinuations,  Morton  an- 
swered, as  follows :  "  That  I  knew  him,  as 
innocent  as  myself,  the  contrary  thereof  is 
true:  for,  I  was,  and  am  innocent  thereof; 
but,  cannot  affirm  the  same  of  him  :  consider- 
ing  what  I  understand,  in  that  matter,  of  his 
own  confession  of  before  to  myself. ^^^  It  was 
but  a  sorry  sight,  to  see  two  assassins,  the  one 
the  Secretary,  the  other  the  Chancellor,  of 
Scotland  ;  accusing  each  other  of  such  a  cnme, 
as  the  King's  murder.  Maitland  was  thus  at- 
tainted; and  appears  to  have  confessed  the 
crime,  in  his  moments  of  confidence,  to  the 


'  Those  two  yerj  instructive  letters  of  Maitland,  and  Mor- 
ton, are  preserved,  and  published,  in  Dal^rell's  Illustrationi 
of  ScoHth  ETut.,  474' Bi  480-1. 
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Chancellor :  Morton  was  afterward  convicted, 
and  on  the  hlock  of  shanie,  confessed  the  same 
crime :  It  was  a  grievous  aggravation  of  their 
guiit,  that  they  endeavoured,  by  falsification, 
and  by  perjury,  to  fix  tlie  same  offence  on  their 
sovereign,  whom  they  bet  rayed,  and  whom  thi 
knew  to  be  innocent :  But,  it  was  some  exte*' 
nuation  of  Maitland's  guilt,  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  Murray's  accusation  of 
the  Queen  before  Elizabeth  ;  and  to  restore 
to  her  rights. 

But,  new  changes  were  at  hand.     Leant 
was  killed,  at  Stirling,  on  the  4th  of  Septei 
ber:  And,  on  the  5th,  tlie  Earl  of  Mar 
chosen   Regent  in  his  room.'    On  the  7th. 
writing,    from    a    Parliament    of  the    King's 
friends,  at  Stirling,  was  sent  to  the  Queen's 
party,  within  the  town,  and  castle,  of  Edin- 
burgh, with  some  intimations  of  reconcilement.* 
On  the  8th  of  October,  Elizabeth's  answer, 
the  writing,  which  had  been  sent  her,  by  Mi 
land,  and  Kirkcaldy,  was  delivered  to  them.' 
Two  days  after,  they  sent  her  a  replication ;  so 
ready  were  the  head,  and  hand,  of  Maitlaad.* 

*  Baanatync's  Journal,  2bb-G  ;  Asia  Pari,  ux,  66. 

'  Bannatfne'9  Journal,  96S-0.  That  writing  was  cbiefly 
utlilressed  to  Miutland,  who  vias  known  to  be  the  soul  of  ibe 
Queen's  party.  ^  RoberlBOu's  Jpp.  u.  No.  iv, 

'  Baunalyiic,  272-3. 


ioD, 

heir  ^1 

xte«^^| 
en-  I 

I    of 

e  liee^^ 

innoit^^H 

item-^^H 

■th,a^^ 
ig's 
sn's 

ain- 

nt.'  I 

ait^H 


Secretary  MaUkmd.}    THE  SCOUSH  QUEEN.  697 

Tbe  same  messenger  soon  returned^  from  Ber« 
wick  ;  and  delivered  to  those  within  Eklinboi^h- 
castle,  Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy,  Elizabeth's 
conditions,  which  they  had  already  contenmed/ 
The  storm,  which  had  cast  down  the  boose 
of  Norfolk,  in  1571,  and  which,  in  its  ^ef- 
fects,  involved  the- fortunes  of  the  Queen  of 
Scots,  continued  to  be  felt,  in  Scotland,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year/  The 
Regent,  Earl  of  Mar,  was  willing  to  promote 
the  quiet  of  his  country,  whatever  might  be 
wished,  by  Cecil,  or  desired,  by  Elizabeth : 
But,  he  was,  constantly,  thwarted  by  Mortoui 
who  was  promoting  the  objects  of  Cecil,  while 
he  sought  his  own/  At  the  end  of  July  1572, 
the  Regent  agreed  to  an  abstinence,  for  two 
months,  commencing  from  the  1st  of  August ; 
in  order  to  negotiate  the  pacification  of  those 
civil  broils,  which  had  so  long  harassed  a  dis- 
tracted   country.'      Meanwhile,    arrived,    at 

^  lb.  275-6.  •  Murdin,  771-2. 

'  The  Regent  had  been  induced  to  appoint  Morton  tiie 
King's  lieutenant,  in  the  South ;  and,  of  course.  Morion 
commanded  the  whole  of  the  hostilities  against  all  those, 
who  held  the  castle^  within,  as  well  as,  their  connexions, 
without. 

<  Cot.  Lib.  Calig,  C  iii.  325-33  :  As  this  abstinence  was 
contrary  to  Morton's  wishes,  it  was  soon  violated;  and 
Maitland^  and  Kirkcaldy^  complained  of  this,  in  vain.     16. 
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Edinburgh,  Killigrew,  Elizabeth's -envoy,  to  ne- 
gotiate, for  ber  interests;  bringing  with  him 
two  fumUiar  letters,  from  Secretary  Cecil  to 
Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy.''  Killigrew  sent  those 
letters  by  Melvill,  while  he  communicated  his 
commission  to  the  Regent.  The  English  en- 
voy returning  from  Stirlingto  Edinburgh,  went 
into  the  castle  to  visit  Maitland,  and  Kirk< 
cjildy,  whom  he  found  much  more  reasonahli 
in  their  desires  of  peace,  than  the  Regent'i 
party.'  The  Regent  stii!  considering  the  quiet 
of  the  country,  as  his  great  object,  employed 
Sir  James  Melvill,  as  his  envoy  to  Maitland, 
and  Grange.  He  found  them,  as  Killigrew 
had  already  perceived,  very  desirous  of  peace.^ 


tit I 

t*B  I 


335-38-83.  On  ihe  SOth  July,  when  the  Abstinence 
signei),  Maitland  wrote  to  Cecil ;  representing  his  inten- 
tions,  und  services,  in  making'  the  Abstinence;  and  court- 
ing Cecil's  favour,  which  was  not  to  be  hod,  without  sub- 
servience, lb.  332.  On  the  loth  of  August,  Maitlanil  wrote 
to  the  Scotiah  Quecu,  representing  the  oppressed  state  of 
her  party,  in  Scotland ;  the  cruelties  exercised  on  those, 
who  held  Edinburgh -COS  tic ;  the  remissness  of  France,  in 
affording  dd  :  And  he  added,  that  tbey  hod  been  compelled 
to  agree  to  an  Abstinence :  This  letter  was  intercepted,  A. 
364. 

"  Bannatyno,  38B  ;  MelvilVs  Mem.  115-17. 

*  Melvill,  116. 

''  lb.  117i  wherein  their  reasonable  terms  may  be  s 
aud  uiuy  be  compared  with  the  same  terms,  as  etutod,^ 


^ 

^ 
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The  Regent  agreeing,  as  we  have  seen,  to  the 
terms  of  Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy,  came  from 
Stirling  to  Edinburgh,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Privy  Council,  towards  the  ratification  of 
the  peace,  which  was  so  necessary,  for  all  par- 
ties.'    The  abstinence,  which  was  about  to  ex» 
pire,  was  continued  first,  for  eight  days,  and 
afterward,  for  two  months ;  in  order  to  settle 
a  comprehensive  peace,  for  so  many  parties :™ 
But,  the  star  of  Morton,  shining  always  bright- 
est, during  the  troubled  atmosphere  of  his 
country,  shed  its  baneful  influences  on  the  Re- 
gent's measures.     Mar  sickened  at  the  sight : 
and  retiring  to  Stirling,  disappointed,  and  cha-- 
grined,  he  died  on  the  28th  of  October  1672  :■ 


Spottiswoode,  263  :  But>  the  Regent's  answers,  in  Spottis- 
woode>  264,  do  not  agree  with  those  in  Melvill>  who  ex- 
pressly sajs>  that  the  Regent  agreed  with  those  terms; 
calling  in  Murray^  the  ComptroUer,  to  witness  the  condi- 
tions :  And^  Melvill  adde>  "  the  Regent  put  his  hand  in  mine« 
and  did  swear  to  the  peace>  in  the  said  Comptroller's  pre- 
sence." Mclvill's  Mem.  117:  So  that  Spottiswoode  must 
be,  egregiously,  mistaken,  in  relating  this  transaction. 

>  MelviU,  118. 

^  Bannatyne,  397.  Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy,  said  to 
Melvill,  "  They  desired  no  man's  lands,  nor  goods ;  but 
only  the  liberty,  of  peaceably  enjoying,  their  own."  The 
Governor  of  Edinburgh- castle,  indeed,  desired  the  Regent, 
to  pay  for  repairing  the  castle,  and  artillery,  which  the  Re- 
gent agreed  to.    Mel.  Mem,  117. 

"  Such  is  Spottbwoode's  accodint  of  the  death  of  the 
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And  be  was  succeeded^  by  MortoD^  as  Regent^ 
under  tbe  happier  auspices  of  Cecily  and  Eliza- 
beth^ whose  agent  he  was^  ia  an  evil  hour^  for 
his  country. 

Maitland^  and  Knox^  were  old  enemies^  as 
Cecil  had  once  been.  When  Kirkcaldy^  as 
governor  of  the  castle^  commanded^  also,  the 
dty  of  Edinburgh,  Knox  retired,  from  his  en* 
inity,  to  St.  Andrews.  When  the  Abstinence 
enabled  the  preacher  to  return,  he  was  invited 
back  to  his  charge,  by  the  appropriate  Commis- 
sioners :  But,  he  would  not  consent,  to  return^ 
till  those  Commissioners  stipulated,  that  his 
tongue  should  not  be  bridled,  from  rsuling 
against  Maitland,  Kirkcaldy,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, in  the  castle.^  Of  this  privilege,  he  made 
abundant  use ;  thinking  to  make  them^  by  ve- 
hement accusation,  as  odious  to  the  people^  as 
tbe  preachers  had  made  the  Queen.  He  at 
length  accused  Maitland  of  atheism.  Of  such 
an  accusation,  Maitland  complained  to  the  con- 
Regent  Mar>  Hist.  264.  But,  Melvill,  who  acted,  in  the  pas- 
sing scene,  tells  this  sad  tale,  in  very  different  terms :  TiU 
the  Privy  Council  could  be  convened,  the  Regent  went  to 
Dalkeith,  where  he  was  nobly  treated,  by  the  Lord  Mor^ 
ton ',  shortly  after,  he  took  a  vehement  sickness,  which  caused 
him  to  ride  to  Stirling,  where  he  died  regretted,  by  many  : 
Some  of  his  friends,  and  the  vulgar,  suspected,  he  had  got" 
ten  wrong  at  Morton's  banquet.  Mem,  118. 
o  Bannatyne^  87^-3. 
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stituted  authorities  of  the  Edinburgh  Church ; 
charging  the  preacher  with  abusing  his  privi- 
lege^ with  want  of  christian  charity,  and  de- 
fiance of  good  order,  without  which  no  esta- 
blished society  could  possibly  esdst.  The 
feebleness  of  Knox's  answer  seems  to  evince, 
that  he  had  said  of  Maitland  what  he  could  not 
prove :  But,  it  was  vain  to  seek  redress,  from 
such  men,  during  such  times.'  The  preacher^ 
had  learned,  from  Knox,  that  there  could  be 
no  preaching,  without  impertinence ;  and  the 
people  had  been  taught,  to  allow  impertinence, 
rather  than  want  preaching.  Neither  party 
seemed  to  look  up  through  the  Scriptures  to  the 
example  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  which  was 
meekness  itself ;  or  to  consider,  that  his  divine 
doctrine  consisted  in  meekness ;  or  to  advert, 
that  charity,  and  calumniation,  cannot  exist 
together;  as  their  several  qualities  are  qnitc 
distinct.  Knox  died,  on  the  24th  of  Novem* 
ber  1572,  the  ominous  day,  on  which  Morton 
was  chosen  Regent.^  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
historian,  Robertson,  that  Knox^s  sermons  had 
taught  the  Scotish  people  liberal  notions  of 
true  government.'    The  historian  had  certainly 

'  U.  415-16.  ^  Bannatyne,  425-r. 

'  The  historian  Hume  seems  to  have  thought^  differently 
from  Robertson^  touching  Knox>  and  his  sermons. 
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never  heai-d  Knox's  sermons,  and  liad,  perhaps, 
never  read  his  "  First  Blast  of  the  Trumpet 
against  the  monstrous  Regiment  [Government} 
of  Women."*     Knox  therein  expresses  his 


ernmentj  ^^^ 
es  his  as-M^H 

book,  155S>  ^^M 
'.  learn  From  ^^H 
a  afterwards  I 


'  I  have  before  me  the  first  etlition  of  this  book,  15£ 
without  the  printer's  name.  This  libel,  as  we  learn  Frtnd 
Strype,  was  answered,  by  Joltn  Aylmer,  who  was  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Londoa,  in  a  tract,  entitleil  "  Au  Hnrhorowc  for 
fuithfiil  and  true  Subjects,  ngiunat  the  bte  blown  Blaste 
concerning  the  Governraenl  of  Women."  Tliis  curious 
book,  which  seems  to  have  been  prlnteJ,  at  Strasborowe,  in 
April  1559i  I  have  now  before  me.  "  Happening  not  long^ 
agone,"  he  says,  "  to  read  a  little  booke,  strTingx;  written,  by 
a  stranger,  to  prove,  that  the  rule  of  womea  is  out  of  rule, 
aad  not  in  a.  commonwealth  tolerable  :  And  weighing  at  the 
first  what  harm  might  come  of  it,  and  feeling  at  the  last, 
ihat  it  hath  not  a  little  wounded  the  conscience  of  the  sim- 
ple, and  almost  cracked  the  duty  of  true  obedience :  I 
thought  it  more  than  neceasary  to  lay  before  men's  eyes  the 
untruth  of  the  argument,  the  weakness  of  the  prools,  and 
the  absurdity  of  t!ie  whole.  In  ilie  sifting  whereof,  1  mind 
to  use  such  modesty,  that  it  shall  appear  to  all  indifferent 
men,  that  I  seek  to  defend  the  caaie,  and  not  to  deface  Ihe 
man."  Aylmer  had  fifty  times  more  wit,  more  learning', 
and  more  argument,  than  Knox.  Under  Bishop  Aylmer,  I 
must  shelter  one  of  my  aboveaaid  sentiments  ;  "  So  that,' 
saya  he,  "  good  exampU  is,  oft-times,  much  better  than 
great  deal  of  preaching."  Knox,  by  tedious  epistles,  lrt«l 
to  quiet  Ehzahelh'e  B|iprchensiooaof  his  Blast,  and  to  mollify 
Cecil's  wrath.  The  Secretary  condescended  to  answer  Knox, 
by  a  letter  from  Oxford,  on  the  28th  of  July  1559  :    "  Mr^ 
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tonishment^  '^  that  none  of  the  learned  men  of 
England  are  found  so  stout  of  courage,  nor 
loving  to  their  nation,  that  they  dare  admonish 
the  inhabitants,  how  abominable  before  God  is 
the  empire,  or  rule,  of  a  wicked  woman,  yea  of 
a  traitress,  and  bastard.*"  Such  were  Knox*s 
liberal  notions  of  government !  By  his  fanati* 
cism,  and  forwardness,  Knox  injured  himself^ 
in  the  judgment  of  the  wisest  men ;  he  quar- 
relled with  Murray ;  he  maligned  Maitland ; 
and  he  offended  Cecil :  Elizabeth's  Secretary 
wrote  to  Sadler,  and  Crofts,  on  the  last  day  of 
October  1659,  when  Commissioners  were  to  be 
sent,  from  the  Scotish  Reformers :  "  Of  all 
others^  Knox^s  name,  if  it  be  not  Goodman's,  is 
most  odious  here ;  and  therefore,  I  wish  no 
mention  of  him  hither:  If  Balnavis  should  come^ 
it  would  prove  dangerous."*   We  thus  see  what 


Knox !  Mr.  Knox !  Mr.  Knox !  There  is  neither  male^  nor 
female ;  all  are  one,  in  Christy  saith  Paul.  Blessed  is  the 
roan^  who  confides  in  the  Lord !  I  need  to  wish  you  no 
more  prudence  than  God's  grace  :  whereof  God  send  you 
plenty.— W.  Cecil." 

^  Sadler  s  State  Letters,  i.  532.  Goodman  was  odious  to 
Elizabeth^  for  hb  book^  printed  at  Geneva^  by  Crispin,  in 
1558  :  "  How  superior  powers  ought  to  be  obeyed  of  their 
subjects ;  and  wherein  they  may  lawfully,  by  Grod*s  word, 
be  disobeyed,  and  resbted."  It  was  in  thb  tract,  that  Good- 
man justified  WyatVs  RehelUon;  and  declared  him  to  be 
blessed,  therefore,  in  heaven.  Balnavb  was  one  of  the  assas- 
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impreseions  the  principles,  and  practices, 
such  men  had  made  on  the  court  of  Engtaa^^l 
which  yet  employed  them  to  embarrass,  and  "^ 
ruin  the  Scotish  Queen.  The  notions  of  govern- 
ment, which  were  entertained,  and  acted  upon, 
by  Knox,  and  Goodman,  by  Balnavis,  and  Bo 
chanan,  are  the  very  notions,  which  are  nows 
well  known,  and  so  much  detested,  under  the 
name  of  Jacobinism :  and  which,  as  they  are 
only  fit  for  revolutionary  societies,  cannot  be 
easily  tolerated,  under  any  settled  government. 
But,  Robertson  did  not  live  long  enough,  to  feel, 
and  to  fear,  the  danger  of  such  doctrines.  ■ 

Neither  Knox,  nor  wiser  men,  sufflcientlj^l 
considered  the  immoral  tendency  of  reforma- 
tions, which  are  effected,  by  such  means ;  by 
calumny,  and  violence,  by  tergiversation,  and 
treacherj-.  They  did  not,  amidst  the  passing 
scenes  of  tumult,  and  villariy,  look  back  upon 
the  civil  wars  of  Greece,  and  of  Rome,  which 
had  produced  such  degrading  effects  on  the  hu- 
man character."  What  ancient  history  had 
said  of  the  effects  of  civil  wai-s,  and  tumultuous 
reformation,  the  revolutions  of  America,  and  of 


tins  of  fieatnn,  »nd  a  pensioDer  of  Englanil,  uader  Etfi 
VI.,  ami  a  Lard  oF  Session,  under  Murray, 

"  Lord  Lyttelton,  in  his //enrj  J/.  [B.  iii.ch.  51.]  showt, 
ihtit  all  rtoifaniricauseatasilyafpriucjplc,  and  depmvity  gf 
practice. 
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Fmnce,  amply  confirmed.  Luther,  and  Knox, 
both  livedo  to  deplore  the  wickedness  of  the 
world,  after  their  several  reformations/ 

The  history  of  Scotland^  through  many  a 
wretched  age^  evinces  the  truth  of  those  prin- 
ciples, and  exhibits  too  many  examples  of  their 
deplorable  effects. 

With  the  death  of  the  Regent  Mar  all  hopes 
of  peace  vanished.  Morton^  only,  looked  for 
forfeitures,  and  wished  for  spoils.  At  that 
epochs  the  friends  of  the  Scotish  Queen  were 
divided  into  two  parties^  though  they  were 
united  on  a  general  principle.  Hamilton,  and 
Huntley^  were  at  the  head  of  one  party ;  Mait- 
land,  and  Kirkcaldy,  who  held  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh,  were  at  the  head  of  the  other :  And 
of  this  division,  Morton  availed  himself,  in  ne- 
gotiating a  reconcilement.  Maitland,  and 
Kirkcaldy,  by  desiring  to  include  the  whole  of 
the  Queen^s  friends,  acted  the  most  disinterest- 
edly: Hamilton,  and  Huntley,  by  making  an 
accommodation,  without  including  those,  in 
Edinburgh-castle,  acted  most  feebly,  and  in-, 
terestedly.^  Thus  stood  the  distractions  of  Scot- 


^  See  Luther*8  Sermons,  every  where;  see  his  PostUl 
super  Evangelia,  I.  Dom,  Advent. 

^  MelvilVs  Mem.  119-20;    DalyeU^s   lUustrations,  474. 
MelviU  acted  aa  the  agent  of  Morton,  in  making  that  paci* 

VOL.  III.  R  r 
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land,  in  which  Maitland  had  his  full  share,  at 
the  end  of  1572,  when  the  Abstinence  expired. 
Hostilities  now  began  with  the  defenders  of 
Edinhurgh-castle ;  while  the  Ahstinence  was 
continued  with  Hamilton,  and  Huntley ;  for 
concluding  the  accommodation  with  them^j 
Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy,  endeavoured  to  ia- 
vigorate  the  spirits  of  Huntley,  to  persevere,  iu 
the  cause  of  his  injured  mistress.*  But,  liis 
means  were  exhausted,  and  bis  hopes  failed,  as 
the  danger  drew  near.  On  the  23d  of  February 
1572-3,  a  reconcilement  was  made,  at  Perth, 


i| 


fication;  and  of  course  is  the  beet  authority  :  Elizabelh,  and 
Cecil,  who  wished  to  deceive  the  Fri.<nch  court,  us  to  the 
state  of  Scotland,  arc  scarcely   lo  be  believed.     See 
several  papers,  in  Digges's  Ambiuiador. 

'  On  the  I7lh  of  January,  1673-3,  Maitland,  and  Klrb 
caldy,  wrote  to  La  Matte,  the  French  Ambassador }  reprC' 
liCDting  the  breach  of  the  Abstinence  ;  their  reduced  stale ; 
and  desiring  relief,  from  France.  Cot.  Lib.  Calig.  C  iii. 
388. 

»  Iu  the  Cot.  Z,i6.  Calig.  C  iv,  33,  there  ia  a  letter  from 
Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy,  to  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  23d  Fe- 
bruary 1673-3  ;  exhorting  him,  not  to  forsake  their  caiue 
hastily  :  This  letter  was  written,  from  Ediobui^h-caatle,  on 
the  same  day,  that  Huntley,  and  Hamilton,  made  tbeir 
peace  with  the  Regent,  nt  Pertli.  On  the  same  day,  Mait- 
land wrote  to  Lady  Livingston,  desiring  her,  to  use  all  btt 
influence  with  Alexander  Erskine,  the  brother  of  the  late 
Regent  Mar,  to  keep  the  young  King,  and  Stirling-castle, 
out  of  Itc  hands  of  the  Regent,  aud  the  English  party.    /^ 


J  the  ^^ 
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by  the  Regent  Morton  with  Hamilton^  and 
Huntley^  under  the  mediation  of  Killigrew^ 
Elizabeth's  agent :  But^  as  no  provision  was 
now  made^  for  Maitland^  and  Kirkcaldy^  they 
were  offered  as  a  sacrifice  to  Morton's  resent- 
ment.* From  Perth,  where  that  treaty  was 
made,  Hamilton,  and  Huntley,  wrote  to  Kirk- 
caldy ;  lamenting  their  necessities,  and  thank- 
ing him,  for  his  services.*  Such  a  letter,  at 
such  a  time,  from  such  men,  without  noticing 
Maitland,  only,  told  Kirkcaldy,  that  he  must 
surrender  Edinburgh-castle  to  the  King's  Re- 
gent, without  hope  of  pardon  to  any  of  the 
Queen's  friends  within  it. 

As  soon  as  they  heard  of  such  a  reconcile- 
ment, on  such  stipulations,  Maitland,  and  Kirk- 
caldy, renewed  their  offers  of  submission  to 
the  Regent,  on  any  reasonable  terms:  But, 
Morton  would  scarcely  listen  to  any  offers, 
from  those,  whom  he  hoped,  soon  to  crush.* 
Yet,  he  gave  out  what  was  repeated,  by  his 
party,  and  re-echoed  from  the  pulpits,  for  in- 
volving them  in  popular  hatred,  that  they  w:ere 

^  See  the  treaty  in  Bannatyne's  Journal,  445 ;  the  CoU' 
iemp.  Hist,  of  K.  James  VL 211-28 ;  and Killigrews  decla- 
ration^  in  Robertson's  Hut,  App.  No.  yi. 

*  MelviU's  Mem,  I20>  who  complains  of  HamiltoA;,  and 
Huntley's  ingratitude  to  Kirkcaldy. 
^  MelviU's  Afem.  119-20,  who  perfectly  knew  the  fact. 
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SO  wilful,  as  to  refuse  to  serve  the  King^  or  to 
acknowledge  his  Regent.^  Morton,  acting  in 
concert  with  Elizabeth,  knew,  that  he  could 
any  day,  bring  from  Berwick  an  army,  which 
would  soon  lay  the  castle  in  ruins/  In  the 
end  of  February  1573,  he  applied  to  his  willing 
associate,  for  the  necessary  force.'  In  this 
extremity,  Maitland  and  Kirkcaldy  oflfered  to 
surrender  the  castle  to  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  for 
the  Regent^s  use,  on  their  former  terms  of 
personal  safety  to  themselves,  and  friends :  But, 
Morton  would  agree  to  no  other  terms,  than 

• 

*  Spottiswoode^  270 ;  and  the  Qmletnp,  Hiit.  of  K.  Jame$ 
VI.  299,  re-echo  the  fictions  of  Morton.  See  Elizabeth's 
instructions  to  the  Earl  of  Worcester,  going  Ambassador  to 
France,  dated  the  11th  January  1572-3:  "They,  in  the 
t!!astle,  would  not  agree  to  any  reasonable  terms,  not  minding 
40  have  any  peace.**  The  fact,  throughout  this  Instruction, 
is  wilfully  misstated,  for  the  purpose  of  delusion.  D^gges's 
Ambas.  S20. 

^  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  wrote  to  Walsingham,  the  ambas- 
sador at  Paris,  soon  after  the  pacification  of  Perth :  "  There 
is  none  left  now,  in  all  Scotland,  but  Lethington,  and 
Grange,  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  who  refuse  the  King, 
and  the  Regent*s  authority,  who  must  either  yield,  or  else 
they  will  be  pulled  out  by  the  ears,**     lb,  346. 

s  On  the  2d  of  March  1572-3,  Maitland,  and  Kirkcaldy, 
wrote  to  Killigrew,  vindicating  themselves,  and  chai^ging 
the  Earl  of  Morton  :  They  remonstrated  against  Elizabeth's 
sending  troops  to  crush  them.     Calig,  C  ill.  1  ]  7* 
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absolute  submission.^  Meantime^  the  Earl  of 
Rothes^  and  Lord  Boyd^  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade Kirkcaldy,  and  Maitland^  to  yield,  for 
their  own  welfare.**  But,  they  still  refused, 
unless  the  Regent  would  grant  them  the  terms, 
which  they  had  given  in,  on  the  preceding  24th 
of  August.'  Sir  William  Drury,  the  marshal 
of  Berwick,  who  knew  the  defences  of  the 
castle,  came,  with  his  army,  to  cut  this  knot, 
which  could  not  be  untied.  The  Regent,  imme- 
diately, joined  him  with  his  forces.  The  siege 
began,  on  the  25th  of  April  1573 ;  and  after  a 
well-conducted,  and  obstinate  defence,  of  four- 
and-thirty  days,  surrendered,  by  Maitland*s 
advice,  to  Drury,  under  his  promise,  in  Eliza- 
beth*s  name,  that  the  governor,  and  his  asso« 
ciates,  should  be  favourably  treated.^ 

>'MelyiU*8  Mem.  120.  On  the  Ist  of  April  1573,  the 
English  pioneers,  for  the  siege  of  Edinhurgh-castle,  arrived 
from  Berwick^  by  water,  at  Leith.  Contemporary  Hist,  of 
King  Jamet  VL  230.  The  governor  applied,  now,  for  an 
abstinence,  tiU  Uie  9th  of  April;  but,  this  wa3  refused.    Id. 

'Id. 

>'MelviU*8  Mem.  120-1.  There  now  surrendered  Sic 
William  Kirkcaldy  of  Grange,  the  governor;  Sir  Jamea 
Kirkcaldy,  his  brother ;  William  Maitland  of  LeUiington, 
the  celebrated  Secretary,  and  his  wife,  his  brother,  John 
Maitland,  the  Commendator  of  Coldingham  >  Lord  Home, 
and  his  lady ;  Sir  Robert  MelviU,  the  creature  of  Murray, 
his  brother  Sir  Andrew  Melvill,  and  several  gentlemen  of 
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William  Maitland^  who  was  not  second  to 
any  stateisman^  during  an  age  of  talents^  died 
about  the  9th  of  June  1573 :  Godscroft^  the 
historian  of  the  Douglases,  says,  ^^  He  deceased 
on  the  9th  of  July  [June]  at  Leith,  where  he 
lay  with  Drury,  before  he  was  i3uspected>  and 
reported,  to  have  poisoned  himself."'    There  is 


Fife>  and  some  citizens  of  £dinbui*gh.  On  Uie  applicatioii 
of  Morton  to  Elizabeth,  she  consented  to  deliver  them  oyer 
to  Morton*s  will,  in  violation,  says  Melville  121,  of  her 
honour  pledged,  by  her  commander.  Maitland,  and  Kirk- 
caldy, continued  to  write  to  Killigrew,  and  Cecil ;  but,  he 
was  as  deaf,  as  his  mistress,  to  the  voice  of  honour.  Letters 
in  the  CoL  Lib.  Calig.  C.  iii.  461  ;  and  C.  iv.  86. 

'  Hist.  Douglases,  329.  Killigrew,  the  English  envoy, 
at  Edinbui^h,  iiTote  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  on  the  13th 
of  June,  of  the  death  of  Lethington,  who,  he  says,  ''  died 
not  without  suspicion  of  poison.*'  Cot.  Lib.  Calig.  C.  iv.  101  ; 
Melvill,  133,  and  Spottiswoode,  272,  concur  in  saying,  that 
being  surrendered,  by  Elizabeth,  he  died,  after  the  Roman 
manner.  Doctor  Robertson  is  completely  mistaken,  in 
stating  Maitland's  voluntary  death  to  have  happened,  tifter 
the  execution  of  Kirkcaldy,  as  it  actually  happened  near  two 
months  before  the  execution  of  that  gallant  soldier,  which 
took  place,  on  the  3d  of  August  1573,  with  every  aggrava- 
tion of  the  pains  of  treason.  Morton,  who  dealt  in  poison, 
is  said  to  be  more  than  suspected  of  having  poisoned  Mait- 
land. This  last  intimation  seems  to  have  been  conveyed  to 
the  itnprisoned  Mary  :  In  writing  to  Elizabeth,  the  Scotish 
Queen,  after  remarking,  that  the  rebels  had  gone  further 
than  they  thought,  and  being  satisfied  of  the  truth  being 
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yet  extant^  a  pathetick  letter^  from  Maitland*s 
second  wife^  the  celebrated  Mary  Flemings 
praying  that^  his  body  might  staffer  no  shame.^ 
Such  a  letter,  from  such  a  woman,  of  such  a 
man,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  curiosity  of  the 
publick. 

The  character  of  Secietary  Maitland,  has 
been  drawn  in  very  striking  colours,  by  the 
vigorous  pencil  of  a  great  artist :  ^^  Such  a 
very  extraordinary  man  does  Lethington  ap- 
pear, under  the  pourtraying  pencil  of  Bucha- 
nan !  Nor,  can  we  make  any  deductions,  from 
this  imputed  extravagance  of  perfidiousness  in 
him :  because  of  the  slanderous  tendency  of 
Buchanan's  temper.  Some  of  these  facts,  we 
know  to  be  true.  All  of  them  serve  only  to  give 
us  back  the  image  a  little  enlarged,  and  a  little 
disfigured,  perhaps,  which  the  mirror  of  history 
had  held  up  to  us  before.    Lethington  felt  a 


evidenced^  concemiDg  the  calumnies  propagated  against 
her>  at  the  conference^  "  the  principals,  for  having  come  to 
repentance,  were  besieged,  by  your  forces,  in  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  oneofthefirtt  among  them  poitoned^  and  the 
other  most  cruelly  hanged ;  after  I  had  twice  made  them 
lay  down  their  arms,  at  your  request,  in  hopes  of  an  agree- 
ment, which,  God  knows,  whether  my  enemies  aimed  at.'* 
Whitaker*s  Find.  iii.  592.  This  is  the  only  original  authority, 
which  seems  to  justify  the  suspicion  of  Maitland  having 
been  pcnsoned.        "DalyeFs  Biographical  Sketchei^  153. 
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perpetual  versatility  in  liis  spirit,  a  perpetual 
unfaithfulness  in  his  principles,  and  a  perpetual 
fund  of  resources,  at  the  call  of  both,  in  the 
dexterity  of  his  own  management.  He  was 
happy  to  render  himself  an  important  associate 
to  his  party,  which  he  was  actually  serving  at 
the  time.  To  undermine  his  enemies,  and  to 
countermine  his  friends,  appears  to  have  been 
the  great  ambition  of  his  refining  genius.  And 
thus,  in  the  very  moment,  when  he  was  fabri- 
cating that  grand  system  of  imposition  against 
Mary,  he  would  plume  himself  at  once  oa 
forming  it,  and  on  giving  it,  during  the  formi 
tion,  such  private  marks,  such  secret  signatui 
by  little  errors  in  time,  and  by  petty  Tariations, 
from  fact,  as  would  escape  the  notice  of  every 
other  eye  ;  and  yet  should  enable  hlra,  when- 
ever he  pleased,  to  expose  the  whole  villany 
completely  to  the  world."  Such  is  the  singular 
portrait  of  this  extraordinaiy  statesman  I 

But,  what  character  can  be  drawn  of  a  pi 
son,  whose  life  was  a  life  of  crime  9  Falseboo* 
and  forgery,  artifice  and  perfidy,  murder  and 
assassination,  treason,  and  subduction  of  hisown 
country  to  a  foreign  power,  were  the  crimes  of 
which  he  was,  undoubtedly,  guilty.  Whether 
he  died,  by  his  own  hand,  or  by  the  hand  of  a 
wretch,  who  was  more  criminal  than  himself,  is 
somewhat  doubtful.      Killigrew,  the  EagUsh 
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agents  wrote,  from  Edinburgh,  to  the  Lords  of 
the  English  Council,  on  the  12th  of  June  1573 : 
^^  Nothing  remarkable  has  occurred  here  of  late, 
but  Ledington^s  death,  whereof  my  Lord  gene- 
ral doth  advertise  your  lordships ;  who  died  not 
withaut  suspicion  of  poison  ;  although,  for  my 
own  part,  I  am  able  to  say  nothing  therein : 
For,  I  neither  do  see,  nor  speak  with  any  of  the 
prisoners,  since  they  came  forth  [of  the  castle ;] 
because  they  were  so  odious,  both  to  the  Re- 
gent, and  the  people.'*"'    The  following  is  the 
Lord  generaVs  letter  to  Burleigh,  from  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  18th  of  June  1573 :   "  After  the 
Regent's  coming  to  Eklinburgh,  and  the  am- 
bassador, on  Monday  last ;  after  the  confer- 
ence with  them  both,  next  day,  I  delivered  to 
the  Regent,  in  presence  of  the  ambassador,  the 
prisoners  committed  to  me ;  viz.  Lord  Home^ 
Grange,  Coldingham^  Robert  Melvill,  whom 
the  Regent  intends  to  keep,  in  Holyrood-house, 
till  her  Majesty*s  pleasure  be  further  known.  I 
have  been  pressed,  by  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and 
others,  that  the  body  of  Lidington  might  he 
huriedy  and  not  remain  above  the  earthy  as  it 
does ;  but,  being  stayed,  for  some  further  mat- 
ter, I  could  say  little  therein." 
That  Secretary  Maitland  was  guilty,  with 

^  The  original  is  in  the  Paper  Office. 
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Others^  of  the  late  King's  deaths  is  quite  ob- 
vious :  The  meeting  with  Morton^  in  company 
with  Bothwell^  whom  Maitland  carried  to 
Whittingham^  for  concerting  that  murder,  is 
the  very  fact,  for  which  the  Regent  Morton  was 
brought  to  the  block,  in  1581.'  ^t  the  par- 
liament, which  was  convened,  by  the  Regent 
Lennox,  on  the  14th  of  May  1571,  Secretary 
Maitland  was  declared  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
the  late  King.^ 

The  following  is  the  letter  of  Mary,  the 
widow  of  Secretary  Maitland,  from  Edinburgh^ 
on  the  21st  of  June  1573,  to  Lord  Burleigh ; 

"  The  conviction  of  the  Regent  Morton  was  confirmed  by 
Parliament^  on  the  29th  of  November  1581.  Jcta  Pari.  iii. 

«2r. 

o  Bannatyne's  Journal,  154;  Spottiswoode^  253;  and 
Sir  Lewis  Steuart  has  gathered  into  his  MS.  Col.  the  for- 
feiture of  Maitland^  **  for  art  and  part  of  the  treason^  con- 
spiracy^ consultation^  and  treating  of  the  King's  murder.*' 
The  domes,  and  decrees,  of  that  parliament^  in  May^  were 
ratified^  by  the  parliament  of  August  1571*  ^cta  Pari,  iii. 
58.  In  the  parliament  of  the  lOth  of  November  1579^ 
there  was  an  act^  '*  for  rendering  the  children^  both  lawful 
and  natural^  of  Sir  William  Maitland  of  Lethington^  the 
younger^  and  of  several  others^  who  had  been  convicted  of 
the  murder  of  the  King's  fother,  incapable  of  enjoying,  or 
claiming^  any  heritages,  lands^  or  possessions^  in  Scotland.'* 
lb.  137. 
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from  the  original^  in  the  Cotton  Library,  Cali- 
gula C  iv.  102. 

"  My  very  good  Lord :  after  my  humble  commen- 
dations, it  may  please  your  lo^  that  the  causes  of  the 
sorrowful  widow,  and  orpIuinU  being  by  Almighty  God 
recommended  to  the  superior  powers,  together  with  the 
firm  confidence  my  late  husband,  the  Laird  of  Ledington, 
put  in  your  Iop'  only  help  in  the  occasion,  that  I  his  deso« 
late  wife  (though  unknown  to  your  Iop)  takes  the  bold- 
ness by  these  few  lines  to  humblie  request  your  Iop,  that 
as  my  said  husband  being  alive  expected  no  small  benefit 
at  your  hands,  so  now  I  may  find  such  comfort,  that  the 
Queen's  Majestie,  your  sovereign,  may  by  your  means 
be  moved  to  write  to  my  Lord  Regent  of  Scotland,  that 
the  body  of  my  husband,  which  when  alive  has  not  been 
spared  in  her  hieness  service,  may  now,  after  his  death, 
receive  no  shame,  or  ignominy,  and  that  his  heritage 
taken  from  him,  during  his  life  time,  now  belonging  to 
me  and  his  children^  that  have  not  ofiended,  by  a  dispo- 
sition made  a  long  time  agoe,  may  be  restored,  which  is 
aggreable  both  to  equity,  and  the  laws  of  this  realme ; 
and  also  your  lo'  will  not  forget  my  husband's  brother, 
the  Lord  of  Coldingham,  ane  innocent  gentleman,  who  was 
never  engaged  in  these  quarrells,  but  for  his  love  to  his 
brother,  accompanied  him,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  with  the 
rest,  that  by  your  good  means,  and  procurement,  he  may 
be  restored  to  his  own,  which  beude  the  blessing  of  God, 
will  also  win  you  the  good-will  of  many  noblemen  and 
gentlemen.^ 


§U  TBEUnor    |lfBi.l1IL 


MEMOIR  vm. 

Amidst  tbt  rarioos  etentB,  m  the  AweniAed 
Life  of  Mary,  Qoeeo  of  SooCs,  it  is  ftfll  a  qnes- 
tioii  of  some  doabt,  whether  she  were  pot  to 
death,  warrantablj,  or  not.  It  is  an  important 
poiot,  ID  the  law  of  Eogtand,  that  every  criminal 
most  be  execoted,  aocordiog  to  the  letter  cftke 
judgement,  and  in  coofcMinity  to  the  legitimutte 
u$age.  Moch  light  is  thrown  opoo  the  above 
qoestion,  by  Secbetabt  Dayison's  Apoixmst, 
with  the  Notes  thereon  of  the  Rer.  John 
Whitaker,  the  very  able  Tindicator  of  the 
Scotish  Qaeeo,  which,  for  that,  porpose,  are 
both  snbjoioed. 

Secretary  Davison's  Apology. 

I. 

^^  On  Wednesday  the  first  of  this  present/  about 
ten  of  the  [clock,  came  one  of  the  grooms^]  of 


'  Tblf  fbowf  the  apology  to  have  been  written,  imme- 
diatelj  after  the  evento.  Mary  was  pot  to  death  on  Wednes- 
day, the  Stb  of  February  1586-7.  And  this  apology  appears 
from  the  words  here,  to  have  been  written  hefwre  the  moiUh 
fea$  expired, 

1  I  have  supplied  the  words  within  hooks,  from  Macken- 
zie's copy  (see  the  end  of  this  Dissertation). 
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the  cbamber  unto  me,  to  let  me  understand, 
that  her  Majesty  had  called  for  [me  by  my 
lord  admiral,  who  was  in  the]  privy  chamber. 
I  found  his  lordship  there,  who  told  me  the 
cause  of  my  sending  for ;  having,  first,  sum« 
marily  discoursed  unto  me  some  speech,  that 
had  past  that  morning  betwixt  her  Majesty  and 
him,  touching  the  execution  of  the  Scotish 
Queen ;  the  conclusion  whereof  was,  that  she 
would  no  longer  defer  it,  and  therefore  had 
commanded  him  to  send  expressly  for  me,  to 
bring  the  warrant  unto  her/ 

"  Whereupon  returning  to  my  chamber,  I 
took  both  that  and  divers  other  things,  to  be 
signed  for  her  service ;  and,  returning^  sent  in 
Mrs.  Brooke  to  signify  my  being  there,  to  her 
Majesty ;  who  immediately  called  for  me.  At 
my  coming  in,  her  Majesty  first  asking  me, 
whether  I  had  been  abroad  that  fair  morning ; 
advising  me  to  use  it  oftener ;  and  reprehend- . 
ing  me  for  the  contrary;  finally  demanded, 
what  I  had  in  my  hands.  I  answered,  Divers 
warrants,  and  other  things,  to  be  signed  for  her 

'  This  warrant  appears  from  another  and  a  more  general 
apology  bj  Davison,  written  evidently  at  a  period  of  time 
mueh  later^  and  when  he  had  forgotten  some  of  the  minuter 
circumstances ;  to  have  been  by  him  "  retained — at  the  least 
five  or  six  weeks  un-presented^  nor  once  offering  to  carry  it 
up,  till  he  sent/*  &e.  (Robertson^  ii.  483.) 
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service.  She  enquired,  whether  my  lord  admi- 
ral had  not  sent  for  me,  and  whether  I  had 
not  brought  up  the  warrant  for  the  Queen 
of  Scots.'  I  answered,  Yes ;  and  thereupon 
[she]  calling  foi-  it,  I  delivered  it  into  her^ 
hands  ;  after  the  reading  whereof,  she  callii 
for  pen  aud  ink,  signed  it ;  and,  laying  it  froi 
her,  asked  me,  whether  I  were  not  heartil 
sorry  it  was  done  ?  Mine  answer  was,  that 
was  sorry  a  lady,  so  near  in  blood  to  herself^  at 


*  The  other  apology  says,  that  he  was  "  sharply  repi 
for  not  brin^D^  the  warrant  before;  "  by  a  great  peer,  and 
in  her  Majesty's  presence."  (nobertson,  ii.  4S1.)  Yei  this 
cannot  be  wholly  true.  The  preseut  apology  shows  it  can- 
not. And  Davison's  memory  must  have  foiled  him  here.  It 
failed  him  thus,  I  apprehend.  The  "  great  peer' 
same,  no  doubt,  who  is  called  "  the  gjeat  counsellor"  befi: 
that  was  sent  to  him  about  the  warrant;  and  who 
know  from  the  present  apology,  the  lord  admiral, 
heard  EUzabetli  express  her  anger,  at  Davison's  not  bringing 
up  the  warrant  before ;  as  she  had  actually  "  given  her  com- 
mandment to  me,"  says  Davison  himself  near  the  end  of 
this  present  apology,  "many  days  before  lu  bring  up  the  war- 
rant unto  her."  He  heard  it.  And  he  took  upon  hini  in 
consequence  of  this,  "  sharply"  to  "  reprove"  him  "  there- 
fore." Only  he  did  not  do  so,  "  in  her  Majesty's  presence." 
It  is  plain,  that  he  did  not  accompany  DavisOn  lo  the  Queen. 
Davison  went  from  liim  to  his  own  apartmenls,  there  took 
the  warrant,  &c.  sent  in  Mrs.  Brooke  to  the  Queen,  and  then 
went  in  himself.  And  no  one  was  present,  it  is  plain,  at  the 
conversation  that  followed  between  the  Queen  and 
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of  her  place  and  quality^  should  so  far  forget 
her  duty  both  to  God  and  her  Majesty,  as  to 
give  her  this  cause ;  but  sithens  this  act  of  her 
Majesty  was,  in  all  men^s  opinions,  of  that  jus* 
tice  and  necessity,  that  she  could  not  defer  it 
without  the  manifest  danger  of  her  person  and 
state,  I  could  not  be  soriy  to  see  her  Majesty 
take  this  course,  of  removing  the  cause  of  that 
danger,  which  threatened  the  one  and  the  other: 
protesting  nevertheless,  that,  for  my  own  part^ 
I  was  so  far  from  thirsting  after  the  blood  of 
that  unhappy  lady,  that,  if  there  had  been  any 
other  way  to  preserve  her  Majesty  and  the  state 
from  mischief,  than  by  taking  hef  life ;  I  could 
not  have  wished  it.  But  the  case  standing  so 
in  tfaib  opinion  of  all  men,  that  either  her  Majesty 
oyBhe  must  die;  I  must  confess  fi*eely,  that  I 
preferred  the  death  of  the  guilty  before  the  in^ 

nocent. 

» 

**  After  this,  she  commanded  me  to  carry  it 
to  the  seal ;  and  to  give  my  lord  chancellor  or* 
ders  from  her,  to  use  it  as  secretly  as  might  be  ;* 
and  by  the  way  to  shew  it  to  Mr.  Secretary 

^  The  other  apology  says^  that>  when  Elizabeth  had  signed 
itj  she  commanded  him  ''to  carry  it  to  the  seal^  and^  being 
sealed^  to  send  it  immediately  away  unto  the  c<mmissi(mers, 
according  to  the  direction."  (Robertson^  il.  489.)  This  is 
implied^  in  the  direction  for  the  chancellor  here>  and  in  the 
repeated  direction  to  himself^  to  un  it  secretly. 
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,  Walsingham,  because   she  thought   the  gi-ief 
I  thereof  would  kill  bira  outright,  for  so  it  pleased 
her  Majesty  to  say  of  bim ."  This  done,  she  called 
for  the  rest  of  the  warrants  and  other  things 
I  I  bad  to  sign ;  and  dispatched   them  all,  with 
\  the  best  disposition  and  willingness  that  might 
be  ;  in  the  mean  time  repeating  unto  me  some 
I  reasons,why  she  had  so  long  deferred  the  matter, 
as  namely  for  ber  honour's  sake,  that  the  world 
might  see  she  bad  not  been  violently  or  mali- 
ciously drawn  into  it.     She  concluded,  she  was 
never  so  ill  advised,  as  not  to  see  and  apprehend 
her  own  danger,  and  the  necessity  that  she  had 
to  proceed  to 'this  execution.    And  thereupon, 
I  after  some  other  intermingled  speech  here  and 
I  there,  she  told  me,  that  she  would  have  it  doue 
BS  secretly  as  may  be ;  and,  misliking  that  it 
I  should  be  executed  in  the  open  court  or  green 
of  the  castle,  expressly  willed  that  it  should  be 
done  in  the  ball :  which  I  take  to  be  certain 
I  arguments,  both  of  ber  meaning  it  should  be 
I  done,  and  iu  the  form  prescribed  in  the  ' 
I  rant. 

"  But,  after  I   had  gathered  up  my  p 


lould  be 


■  WaluDgbsm  waa  then  tick,  as  these  words  imply,  and 
M  Camden  asserts  (Orig.  i.  465,  and  Trans.  S93)-  la  all 
probability  he  was  only  craftyiick,  tor  reasons  that  will  ap- 
pear hereafter. 
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and  was  ready  to  depart,  she  fell  into  some 
complaint  of  Sir  Amias  Ponlet  and  others,  that 
might  have  eased  her  of  this  burthen ;  wishing 
me  yet  to  deal  with  Mr.  Secretary,  and  that  we 
would  jointly  write  unto  Sir  Amias,  and  Sir 
Drue  Drury,  to  sound  their  dispositions  ;  aim- 
ing still  at  this,  that  it  might  be  so  done,  as 
the  blame  might  be  removed  from  herself.  And 
though  I  had  always  before  refused  to  meddle 
therein,  upon  sundry  her  Majesty's  former  mo- 
tions, as  a  thing  I  utterly  condemned ;  yet  was 
I  content,  as  I  told  her,  for  her  satisfaction,  to 
let  Sir  Amias  understand,  what  she  expected 
at  his  hands  :  albeit  I  did  before  assure  myself, 
it  should  be  so  much  labour  lost,  knowing  the 
wisdom,  and  integrity  of  the  gentlemen,  who,  I 
thought,  would  not  do  an  unlawful  act,  for  any 
respect  in  the  world.  But  finding  her  Majesty 
desirous  to  have  him  sounded  in  this  behalf,  I 
departed  from  her  Majesty,  with  promise  to 
signify  so  much  unto  Mr.  Secretary,  and  that 
we  would  both  acquaint  Sir  Amias  with  this  her 
pleasure.  And  here  repeating  unto  me  again, 
that  she  would  have  the  matter  closely  handled, 
because  of  her  danger;  1  promised  to  use  it 
as  secretly  as  I  could,  and  so,  for  that  time^  de- 
parted.* 


'  The  other  apology  bajb,  that  Elisabeth  "  io  conclusion^ 
VOL.  III.  8  S 
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"  'Itat  afternoon  I  repaired  to  my  lord  chan- 
cellor, where  I  procured  the  warrant  to  be 
sealed ;  having-  in  my  way  visited  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, and  agreed  witb  him  about  the  form  of 
the  letter,  that  should  he  written,  for  her  Ma- 
jesty's satisfaction  to  Sir  Atnias  Poulet  and  Mr. 
Drury,  which  at  my  return  from  my  lord  chan- 
cellor was  dispatched.'     The  next   morning  I 


■bsolately  forbad  him,  to  trouble  her  any  funher,  or  let  her 
hear  any  more  hereof,  till  all  was  done."  (Robertson,  ii, 
'  482.)  But  this  cannot  possibly  be  true,  as  o  letter  was  to  be 
frritten  to  Paulct,  about  the  asaaaaination,  and  ao  answer  to 
&c  rcturued,  before  the  warrant  n-aa  to  be  sent  away. 

Camden's  account  of  all  this  business  is  much  more 
wrong-.  He  makes  Elizabeth  send  a  teller  undfrherovm  hand 
to  Daviion,  commanding  a  viarrant  undtr  Ike  great  teat  («  l/r 
drawn  up  by  him  ;  when  the  warrant  was  drawn  up  by  Cecil, 
given  by  him  "  with  her  Majesty's  own  privity"  unto  Davi- 
son. (Robertson,  ii.4Sl),  kept  by  Davison  five  orsix  weeks, 
snd  then  called  for  by  Elizabeili  as  alrave.  This,  says  Cam- 
den, was  to  lie  in  readiness,  if  any  danger  should  chance  t*> 
break  out.  But  the  reason  is  as  ridiculous,  as  the  fitct  is 
febe.  And  she,  adds  Camden,  commanded  him  to  scquaioi 
no  one  with  it  i  when  she  actually  told  him  (o  acquaint 
M''Blsinghum,  and  when  she  necessarily  tol<l  him  to  acquaint 
the  chancellor.  See  Ong.  i.  455,  and  Trans  382.  Camden 
has  here  taken  up  for  truths,  the  wretched  fidshoods  which 
Elizaljeth  obtruded  afterwards  upon  the  world,  ns  n  sobler- 
^ge,  for  her  guilt. 

r  The  letler  is  thus  entitled,  "  A  copy  of  a  letter  from 
StrF.Walsingham,  and  Secretary  Davison,  to  Sir  Amias  Fott- 


let,"  and  r 


s  thu» : 


j^logjf.-\ 


THE  SCOTISH  QUEEN. 


fi«S 


received  a  letter  from  Cranmer,  my  servant, 
whom  I  left  at  court,  signifying  unto  me  her 
Majesty's  pleasure,  that  I  siiould  forbear  to  go 
to  my  lord  chancellor  till  I  had  spoken  with 


"After  our  tiearty  commendations  ;  we  find  by  apeecli 
lately  uttered  by  her  Majesty,  that  she  doth  note  id  you  both 
a.  lack  of  that  care  and  zeal  for  her  service,  thai  she  looketlt 
for  at  your  haoilsi  in  that  you  have  not  in  all  this  lime  (of 
yourselves  without  other  provucatioa)  fouoJ  out  some  way 
to  shorten  the  [life  of  *]  that  Queen  ;  considering  the  great 
peril  she  is  hourly  subject  to,  so  long  as  the  said  Queen  shall 
live.  Wherein,  besides  a  kind  of  lack  of  love  towards  her, 
ohe  noteth  greatly,  that  you  have  not  that  care  of  your  own 
particular  safeties,  or  rather  of  the  prescrvatlim  of  religion, 
ftnd  the  public  good  and  prosperity  of  your  country,  that 
reason  and  policy  comniandeth  ;  especially  having  90  good 
a  warrant  and  ground  for  the  satisfaction  of  your  consci- 
ences tun  arde  Godi  and  the  discharge  of  your  credit  and 
reputation  towards  the  world,  as  the  oath  of  the  association, 
which  you  both  have  so  solemnly  taken  and  vowed  ;  espe- 
cially, the  matter,  wherewith  she  stantleth  charged,  being 
clearly  and  manifestly  proved  against  her.  And  therefore 
abe  taketh  it  mutt  unkindly,  that  men,  professing  that  love 
towards  her  that  you  do,  should  in  a  kindof  sort,  fur  lack  of 
,tbediscbarge  of  your  duty,  coat  the  burthen  upon  hen  know- 
i.ing,  a*  you  do,  her  indisposition  to  shed  blood,  especially 
of  one  of  that  sex.  and  qurtlity,  and  so  near  tu  her  in  hltHHl 
■ft  ibe  said  Queen  is.     These  respects,  we  find,  do  greatly 

*  I  have  supplied  the  wordH  in  hooks.     The  printed  copy 
I    ift  wittioi)t  thpm.     And,  (ls  lIic  editor  aaya,  "  't'n  thu>  in  tlic 

hiis." 
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her ;  and^  ^tbin  an  hour  after,  came  William 
KilUgre w  with  the  like  message  from  her ;  whom 
I  retnmed  with  this  answer,  that  I  wonld  be  at 
the  court  as  soon  as  himself,  and  give  her  Ma- 
jesty an  account  of  what  I  had  done.  At  my 
coming  to  her,  she  asked  me,  whether  I  had 
been  with  my  lord  chancellor  ?  I  told  her,  yes. 
She  demanded,  what  needed  that  haste  ?  I  an- 
swered, that  I  had  done  no  mdre  than  she  com- 
manded, and  thought  it  no  matter  to  be  dal- 
lied witbaL     But  saith  she,  methinks  the  best 


trouble  her  Mijesty,  who,  we  assure  you.,  hath  sundry  times 
protested,  that,  if  the  regard  of.  the  danger  of  her  ^ood 
sui^ects  and  fEuthful.seryaots  did  not  more  more  her  thaa 
her  own  peril,  she  would  never  be, drawn  to  assent  to  the 
shedding  of  her  blood.  We  thought  it  very  meet  to  acquaint 
you  with  these  speeches  lately  passed  from  her  Mijesty  j 
referring  the  same  to  your  good  judgment.  And  so  we  com- 
mit you  to  the  protection  of  the  Almighty. 

"  Your  most  assured  friends, 
''  At  London,  1,  Feb.  1586."  ''  Fra.  Walsingham, 

''  To  the  Right  Honourable  "  William  Davisoa.*' 

Sir  Amias  Poulet,  Kt.  one 
•of  her  Majesty^s  most  Ho- 
nourable Privy  Council/* 

This  letter,  which  ought  to  be  preserved,  as  an  eternal 
monument  of  the  insidious  savageness  of  the  writer,  Wal- 
singham,  and  of  the  suggester,  Elizabeth,  was  found 
amongst  Sir  Amias  Poulet's  writings,  thus  indorsed,  by  Sir 
Amias,  '^  this  letter  was  received  at  Fotheringay  the  9d  of 
February,  at  five  in  the  afternoon." 
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and  safest  way  for  me,  is  to  have  it  otherways 
handled ;  particularizing  a  form,  that,  as  she 
pretended,  hked  tier  better ;  naming  unto  me 
some  that  were  of  that  opinion,  whose  judg- 
ment she  recommended.  I  answered,  that  I 
took  the  honourable  and  just  way  to  he  the 
best  and  safest  way,  if  she  meant  to  tiave  it 
done  at  all.  Whereto  her  Majesty,  replying 
nothing  for  that  time,  left  me,  and  went  tu 
dinner.' 

"  Within  a  day  or  two  after,  her  Majesty, 
being  in  the  privy  chamber,  called  me  unto 
her  i  and  smiling  told  me,  bow  she  had  been 
troubled  that  night  with  me,  upon  a  dream  she 
bad,  that  the  Scots  Queen  was  executed  ;  pre- 


'  Uowa  mao,  who  coulil  talk,  in  this  strain  of  probity,  lo 
Elixabeth,  should  ever  have  become  one  of  her  secrcKiriei 
of  state ;  must  excite  surprise  in  us.  Camden's  account  is 
very  remarkable.  "  Thua  was  Davison,"  he  saya  a  fov 
weeks  beyond  this  period;  "  a  man  of  good  ingenuity,  but 
not  well  skilled  in  court-arts,  brought  upon  the  court-stuge 
ofpuTpote  (as  most  men  thought)  to  act  for  a  time  (Aij  part 
in  the  tragedy ;  and  soon  after,  the  part  being  acted,  and 
his  stage  attire  laid  aside,  .is  if  be  bad  failed  in  the  lost  act, 
he  wos  thrust  down  from  the  stige,  and,  not  witliout  the 
pity  of  many,  shut  up  a  long  timein  prison."  He  was  also 
fined  ten  thousand  pounds,  sentenced  to  prison,  during  Eli' 
labeth'a  pleasure,  and  *'  nner  recovered"  her  fiivour, 
"  though  she  sometiaes  reliered  bis  wants. "  (Orig.  i.  4fl&, 
Xniu.  393.) 
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tending  to  have  been  so  troubled  with  the 
news,  as,  if  she  had  had  a  sword,  she  could  have 
run  me  through.  But  this  being  delivered  in  a 
pleasant  and  smiling  manner,  I  answered  her 
Majesty,  that  it  was  good  for  me  I  was  not 
near  her,  so  long  as  that  humour  lasted.  But, 
taking  hold  of  her  speech,  I  asked  her  Majesty 
in  great  earnest,  what  it  meant,  and  whether, 
having  proceeded  thus  far,  she  had  not  a  mean- 
ing to  go  forward  with  the  execution  ?  Her 
answer,  confirmed  with  a  solemn  oatli,  in  some 
vehemcncy,  was,  Yes  :  but  she  thought  it  might 
receive  a  better  form ;  '  because,'  saith  she, 
'  this  casteth  the  whole  burthen  upon  myself.* 
Whereunto  I  replied,  '  that  the  form  prescribed, 
.by  her  warrant,  was  what  the  law  required,  and 
<the  only  form,  that  was  to  be  kept,  in  honour, 
and  justice.'  She  answered,  '  that  there  were 
triser  men  than  myself  of  another  opinion.'  *  I 
told  her,  that  I  could  not  answer  for  other 
inen  ;  but  this  I  was  sure  of,  that  1  never  heard 
any  man  give  a  sound  reason,  to  prove  it  bo. 
nourable,  or  safe,  for  her  Majesty,  to  take  any 
other  course  than  that,  which  standeth  with 
law,  and  justice.'  And  so,  without  further  re- 
plication, or  speech,  her  Majesty  rose  up,  and 
left  me."' 


*The  day,  here  meant  by  the  words  "within  a  dkj  at 
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"  The  same  afternoon,  as  I  take  it,  she  asked 
me,  'whether I  had  heard  from  Sir  Ainias  Pou- 
let?"  1  told  her,  '  No.'  But  within  an  hour 
or  two  after,  going  to  London,   I  met  with 


two  after,"  wu  the  very  nert  d:iy,  Tuaday.  Jn  the  other 
apology,  Davison  says,  that  hekepttlie  wuraat,  after  it  wai 
sealed,  which  waa  sealed  in  tiie  hheraooa  oT  ffednaday,  "all 
that  night,  and  thegrealetl  part  of  the  next  day,  in  his  hands  ; 
brought  it  back  aitk  him  (o  ihe  court,  acijuaintcd  her  Majesty 
tri/Aa/,and  finding  her  Majestyrwoited  to  proceed  therein,  ac- 
cording to  her  former  direelions,  and  yet  desirous  to  carry  (he 
matter 40,  as  she  might  throw  Ike  burthfn  from  herietf,  he 
absolutely  resolved  to  quit  his  hands  thereof:  and  hereupon 
went  over  unto  Ibc  lord  treasurer's  chamber,  together  with 
Mr.  Vice-chamberhiin  Halton,  and  in  his  presence  restored 
the  siimc  into  the  hands  of  the  said  lord  treasurer,  of  whom 
be  had  before  received  it ;  who  from  thenceforth  kept  it,  till 
himself  aud  the  rest  of  the  council  sent  it  away."  (Robert, 
snn,  ii.  489)  These  two  passages  serve  each  to  coirect  (he 
other.  He  did  not  deliver  up  the  warrant  to  Cecil,  the  day 
after  it  wai  ligned,  that  is,  Thunday,  in  (he  afternoon,  and 
JMsl  after  he  had  lieen  with  Elizabeth.  On  Thursday  be  was 
with  her  in  the  morning.  Nor  was  it  "  a  day  or  two  after" 
Thursday,  when  he  »bw  Elizabeth,  for  the  third  ti 
ceming  Ihe  warrant,  and  the  groat  seal.  It  wnsonly  Ihtvery 
dfiy  day  after  it,  Friday.  This  is  plain  from  the  n 
(he  conversation,  which  passed,  and  from  the  sending  away 
of  the  WBriEiit  after  it.  In  that  conversation,  os  in  this, 
she  declared  herself  reiolved  to  proceed  with  putting  Mary 
to  death,  and  yit  wanted  to  throw  the  burden  off  from  herielf. 
This  fixes  both  to  be  (he  same,  ^fier  the  conversation,  he 
gave  the  warrant  (o  (he  lord  treasurer,  and  that  vtry  evtning 
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letters  from  him,  in  answer  to  those  were 
written  to  him,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  and  myself.* 
"  Tlie  next  morning;,  having  access  to  her 
Majesty,  upon  some  other  occasion,  1  told  her, 
that  I  had  letters,  from  Mr.  Ponlet ;  which  her 


I 


Ihe  lord  treasurer   sent  it   away  ;   Beale,   the  bearer  of  I^ 
reaching  the  earlof  Kent's,  near  Folhcnngny-castle,  (fte«i 
next   day,  that  is,  Saturday,  with   the   warrant,   &c. 
pocket  (RobertHOn,  ii.  475.) 

''  It  was  certainly  "  the  same  afLcrnoon,"  the  aflemoon^ 
Friday.  The  letler  from  llie  two  Becretnries,  and  a 
tional  letter  from  Davison  alone,  are  both  dated  on  I 
of  Febniiiiy,  which  w;is  tVeiifieiday .  They  were  receiti 
at  Folheringuy- castle,  as  we  see  in  a  note  above,  ' 
second  of  February  at  live  in  the  afiernoon."  Paulel'B 
swer,  as  wi:  shall  soon  see,  was  dated  ''  the  leennd  of  F<j 
hruary"  too,  and  "  at  six  in  the  afternoon."  And  it  w 
reach  London,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  tkiid,  that  is,  c 
Friday.  The  lelter  arrived  accordingly  on  Pridny.  DaTISOa 
showed  it  to  A^'illsi^gham  of  course,  immediately.  It  came 
directed  to  Walsinghani,  though  it  was  received  by  DaviaoD. 
lie  also  communicated  tlie  contents  of  it,  to  Cecil  and  othen 
of  the  council.  It  was  Ihtn  resolved  by  them,  to  wait  no 
longer,  but  senil  off  the  warrant  by  Beale  that  eveaiog. 
This  appears  From  the  present  apology,  and  a  fact  mentioned 
before,  "  On  tlie  Tueiday  following,"  says  DavisoD, 
"  knowing  what  order  had  been  taken  by  ray  lords,  in  wod- 
ing  the  commission  to  the  earls,  I  answered,"  &C-  "  After- 
wards," he  says  also,  "  as  for  my  proceeding  ther«in  with 
the  rest  of  my  lords,"  &c.  And  the  warrant,  as  I  ha«« 
showed  before,  reached  one  of  the  earls  on  Saturday  eveoiog. 
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Majesty  desiring  to  see^  took^  and  read/  '  But 
finding  thereby,  that  he  was  grieved  with  the 
motion  made  unto  him,  offering  his  life  and  all 
he  had  to  be  disposed  by  his  [her]  Majesty 


*  This  letter  also  has  been  luckily  preserved^  being  also 
"  found  amongst  Sir  Amias  Poulet*8  writings^'*  and  thus 
entitled^  and  copied  by  him. 

'^  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Francis  Walsingfaam  of  the  Sd 
of  February  1586^  at  six  in  the  afternoon^  to  the  [in] 
answer  of  a  letter  from  the  said  Sir  Francis  of  the  first  of 
February  1586>  received  at  Fotheringay  the  second  day  of 
the  said  month  at  five  in  the  afternoon.*' 

'  "  Your  letters  of  yesterday  coming  to  my  hands  thii 
present  day  at  five  in  theaftemoon^  I  would  not  fail,  accord* 
iog  to  your  direction^  to  return  my  answer  with  all  possible 
speed }  which  I  shall  deliver  unto  you  with  great  grief  and 
bitterness  of  mind>  in  that  1  am  so  unhappy  to  have  liven  to 
see  this  unhappy  day^  in  which  I  am  required,  by  direction 
from  my  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  do  an  act^  whidi  God 
and  the  law  forbiddeth.  My  goods,  livings,  and  life  are  at 
her  Majesty's  disposition ;  and  I  am  reaily  to  lose  them  this 
next  morrow,  if  it  shall  so  please  her  3  acknowledging  that 
I  hold  them  as  of  her  mere  and  most  gracious  favour,  and 
do  not  desire  to  enjoy  them,  but  with  her  Highness's  good 
liking.  But  God  forbid,  that  I  should  make  so  foul  a  ship- 
wreck of  my  conscience,  or  leave  so  great  a  blot  to  my  poor 
posterity,  to  shed  blood  without  law  and  warrant  j  trusting 
that  her  Majesty  of  her  accustomed  clemency,  and  the  ra- 
ther by  your  good  mediation,  will  take  this  my  dutiful 
answer  in  good  part,  as  proceeding  from  one  who  will  never 
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but  absolutely  refusiog  to  be  an  instrument,  in 
any  such  action  as  was  not  warranted  in  ho- 
nour and  justice ;  her  Majesty,  falling  into 
some  terms  of  ofieuce,  complaining  of  the 
daintiness,  and  as  sbe  termed  it,  perjury,  of 
him  and  others,  who,  contrary  to  their  oath  of 
association,  did  cast  the  burthen  upon  herself; 
she  rose  up,  and,  after  a  turn  or  two,  went  into 
the  gallery ;  whether  I  followed  her.  And 
there  [she]  renewed  her  former  speech  ;  blam- 
ing the  uiceness  of  those  precise  fellows,  who 
in  words  would  do  great  tilings  for  her  safety, 
but  in  deed  perform  notliing  ;  and  concluded, 
sbe  would  have  it  done  without  Ihem.  And 
here,  entering  into  particularities,  [sbe]  named 
unto  me,  as  I  remember,  one  Wingfield,  who, 
she  assured  me,  would  with  some  others  under- 


be  inferior  to  any  Christian  Bubject  living,  in  Aatj, 
love,  and  obedience  towards  his  Sovereign.  And 
commit  you  to  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty. 

'  "  Your  most  assured  poor  friend, 

■  "  A.  Ponlet.* 

'  "  From  Fotheringhay, 

2d  February,  159S.-" 

'  "  Your  letters,  coming  in  the  plural  number,  seem  U 

meant  as  well  to  Sir  Drue  Drury,  as  to  myself ;  and 

because   he  is  not  named  in  them,  neither  the  letter 

reeled  unto  him,  he  forbearcth  to  make  any  particular 

swer,  but  subscribeth  in  heart  to  my  opinion."  ' 


:  thiul||H 
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take  it.''  Which  gave  me  occasion  to  sbew 
unto  her  Majesty,  how  dishonourable,  in  ray 
poor  opinion,  any  such  course  would  be,  and 
how  far  off  she  would  be  from  shunning  the 
blame  and  stain  thereof,  which  she  so  much 
sought  to  avoid  :  and  here,  falling  particularly 
into  the  case  of  Sir  Amias  Poulet  and  Sir  Drue 
Drury,  told  her ;  that  it  was  a  niarvellous  ex- 
tremity, she  would  have  exposed  these  gen- 
tlemen unto.  For  if,  in  a  tender  care  for  her 
surety,  they  should  have  done  that  she  desired  ; 
ghe  must  either  allow  their  act,  or  disallow  it : 
If  she  allowed  it,  she  took  the  matter  upon 
herself,  with  her  indnite  dishonour.  If  she 
disallowed  it,  she  overthrew  these  faithful  gen- 
tlemen, who,  she  knew  did  truly  and  faithfully 
love  her;  and  not  only  themselves,  but  their 
estate  and  posterity.  And  therefore  [I]  thought 
this,  a  dangerous  and  dishonourable  course, 
both  for  herself  and  them.  And  so,  after  some 
particular  speech  of  Mr.  Secretary  and  others, 
touching  some  matters  past  heretofore;'  her 


''  This  M'ingfield  is  perhajis  the  Robert  or  John  IVinge- 
fieU,  that  assiited  at  Mary's  execution  (RoberUon,  ii.  478.) 

*  What  thia  means,  is  too  plain  from  the  very  obtcutity  of 
it.  But  it  may  be  mode  more  diilinctly  viiible,  by  some  ob- 
Mrvations.  In  1586  Mary  says  at  her  triiU,  a  faw  months 
ealjr  before  this  period,  as  1  have  noted  in  the  body  of  the 
worki    that  "  H'ahtngham,— as  she  heard,  had  practised 
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Majesty,  calling  to  understand,  whether  it  wet 


both  against  her  life  and  her  bod'b."  (Caniileii,  Orig.  i.  43^ 
Trans.  3i5.)  In  May  158',  an  Englishmao  wa«scized  in 
Scollaml,  as  I  have  equally  noted  before,  "  who  was  Beat 
into  Scolland  on  purpose,  lopoUon  the  King's  Majesty,  or  to 
lake  him  awai/  bif  some  indirect  means ;  it  was  said  at  the  time, 
that  he  was  induced  tht^relo,  by  the  Queen  of  England,  and 
her  council."  (Moysc.  \'iS.)  But  let  me  add  some  things  cod> 
cerntng  Lticeiter.  Fuller  says  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throckoiortan, 
that  he  died  in  15*0  "  at  supper,  eating  of  sallad,  not  with- 
out suspicion  of  ptiiion ;  the  rather  because  hapning  u 
houte  of  one  ho  mean  artist  in  that  faculty,  R.  Earl  of 
eeittT."  (Baioncilnge,  ii.  35B,  edit.  1741.)  Camden  alaoj 
still  belter  authority,  says  of  Leicesttr,  that  he  was  suspect- 
ed of  pviioning  Walter  Earl  of  Essex  in  1576;  aad  tbat 
"  the  suspicion  was  increased  by  Leicetler'a  presently  putting 
away  Douglas  [Baroness  Dowager  of]  Sheffield  with  monejr 
and  fair  pmiiiises  (w  hether  his  paramour  or  his  wife,  I  can- 
not say,)  on  whom  he  ha<l  begotten  a  son,  and  now  man 
openly  niiiking  love  to  Leltice,  Essex  his  widow,  to  whom 
afteru'ards  be  joined  himself  in — matrimony"  (Ori^.  i.  264, 
Trans.  2 17-2  LS-)  Leicester  too,  saya  Aubrey  in  hia  Berk- 
flhire,  i.  149,  "  prescribed  to  Sir  Richard  Varney,  a  pronto- 
ter  to  this  design"  of  murdering  bis  first  wife,  "  at  his 
coming  hither,"  to  Cumner,  "  tbnt  he  should  first  attempt 
to  poison  her."  A  like  attempt  appears  to  have  been  equally 
made  upon  his  second  wife,  Lndy  Sheffield ;  "  for  it  is  cer- 
tain," says  Dugdalc  iu  his  Warwickshire,  p.  ie7,  "  llwt  sh« 
bad  ioinu  ill  potions  given  licr,  so  that,  uith  the  loss  of  ber 
hair  and  nails,  she  hardly  escaped  death"  (General  Stag. 
Diet.  1784,  DuBLEY.)  And  Camden  adds  in  1586,  vrheo 
Elizabeth  wu  considering  the  mode  of  putting  Mary  to 
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time  to  go  to  the  closet^  broke  off  our  dis- 
course.' 

**  At  my  next  access  to  her  Majesty  (which. 


deaths  that  '^  Leicester  thoaght  rather  by  potion,  and  sent  a 
divine  privately  to  Walsingham,  to  satisfie  him — ^it  was 
lawful"  (Orig.  1.  413^  Trans.  346.)  Such  an  infernal  villain 
was  Leicester,  and  so  worthy  to  be  the  mate  of  Elizabeth ! 

^  That  Davison  should  have  allowed  himself  to  talk,  in 
this  higher  strain  of  probity  to  Elizabeth ;  is  an  evidence  of 
What  Camden  has  said  of  him,  that  he  was  ''  a  man  not 
well  skilled  in  court  arts."  Yet  he  was  not  an  honest  man. 
He  had  been  too  long  one  of  £lizabeth*s  minbters,  to  be 
honest.  And  he  actually  appears  not  to  have  been  so,  from 
other  parts  of  his  conversation  with  Elizabeth,  and  from  a 
couple  of  letters  which  he  wrote  singly  to  Paulet.  In  the 
first  of  them,  which  appears  from  the  date  as  well  as  the 
subject,  to  have  been  sent  along  with  the  extraordinary 
letter  before,  for  the  assassination  of  Mary :  he  writes  in 
this  strain  to  Paulet. 

"  An  abstract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Davison  of 
the  said  first  of  February  1586,  as  followeth.*' 

*  "  1  pray  you,  let  both  this  and  the  inclosed  be  com- 
mitted to  the  fire;  which  measure  shall  be  likewise  met 
[meted]  to  your  answer,  after  it  hath  been  communicated 
to  her  Majesty  for  her  satisfection.*'  * 

But,  not  content  with  this,  he  wrote  a  postscript  to  ano- 
ther letter,  exactly  in  the  same  strain.  This  letter  and  post- 
script appear  equally  from  the  subject  and  date,  to  have 
been  written  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  Pauleys  an- 
swer,  at  the  very  moment  of  sending  off  the  warrant  by 
Beale,  and  before  Davison  had  yet  shewn  Paulet's  answer 
to  Elizabeth. 
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I  take  it,  was  Tuesday,  the  day  before  my 
coming  to  court,)  having  certain  things  to  be 
signed;  her   Majesty  entered  of   berself  into 


"  A  postscript  in  a,  le(t«r  from  Mr.  Secretary  Davisaa  of 
the  third  of  February  1586." 

'  "  1  intreated  you  in  my  last  letters,  to  bum  both 
letters  seat  unto  you,  for  the  Brguneni's  sake;  whichi 
your  answer  to  Mr.  Secretury  (which  I  have  seen.) 
peareth  not  lo  be  done.  1  pray  you  let  me  intreat  yoti, 
make  bcreticks  both  of  th'  one  and  th'  other,  as  I  mean 
use  yours  after  her  Majesty  hath  seen  it."  ' 

"  In  the  end  of  the  postscript." 
'  "  I  pray  you  let  me  know  what  you  liave  done  with  nff^ 
letters,  because  they  are  not  fit  to  be  kept ;  that  I  may 
satis^  her  Majesty  therein,  who  might  otherwise  take 
offence  thereat :  and,  if  you  intreat  this  postscript  ii 
same  kind,  you  shall  not  err  a  whit." 

"  A.  Poulet."  "  D.  Dniry." 

Davison  thus  shows  his  conscious  knavery,  by  his  lively 
apprehensiveness.  He  had  been  long  in  the  school  of 
knavery,  and  had  necessarily  learnt  some  of  its  Lessons.  Yet 
he  appears  from  the  conversation  in  (he  text  here,  and  from 
another  before,  lo  have  not  been  entirely  tainted  in  hia  prin- 
ciples by  it.  He  was  therefore  tcortky  to  l>e  brought  for- 
ward, by  a  conspiracy  t>etwlxt  Llizabcth  and  her  mtxc 
flagitious  ministers,  in  order  to  be  sacrificed  for  those  renuuna 
of  honesty  about  him,  which  were  such  a  disgraoe  to  the 
school  and  its  preceptress  j  to  be  sacrificed  by  them,  for  hi* 
incongruous  acting  with  tliem  ;  to  be  sacrificed  by  her,  tat 
his  yet  unsubdued  rcUckaof  honour  in  his  conversation  with 
her }  and  to  become  the  grand  scape-goat  of  both,  oa 
whose  head  were  laid  all  the  euonmities  of  both,  nod  \fy 
whom  they  were  all  supposed  lo  be  corned  away  for  ever. 
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Botne  earnest  discourse,  of  the  danger  she  daily 
lived  in,  and  how  it  was  more  than  time  this 
matter  were  dispatched ;  swearing^  a  great 
oath,  that  it  was  a  shame  for  them  all  it  was 
not  already  done;  and  there  spake  unto  me, 
to  have  a  letter  written  for  the  dispatch  there- 
of, because  the  longer  it  was  deferred,  the  more 
her  danger  encreased.  Whereto,  knowing  what 
order  had  been  taken  by  my  lords,  in  sending 
the  commission  to  the  earls  ;  I  answered,  that 
there  was  no  necessity,  as  I  thought,  of  such  a 


Let  me  ooljr  observe  in  addition  to  this,  that  Daviaon  &p  • 
pears  to  hove  actually  bumeO  (heir  letter ;  and,  had  they 
burned  his  and  Walsingham's,  and  not  kept  a  copy  of  their 
own,  we  bad  loat  some  valuable  monuments  of  tlie  time  ; 
that  Davison,  but  not  Wabingham,  had  the  honest  timo- 
rousnesB  of  conscience,  to  wish  to  suppress  the  letter 
concerning  the  recommended  assassination  of  Mary  ;  and 
thai  he  was  rery  anxious  to  suppress  it.  The  much  more 
knavbb  Walsingham  never  thought  of  this.  The  lamp  of 
conscience  wa«  no  longer  burning  in  the  bosom  of  the 
latter.  It  was  in  that  of  the  former.  And  yet  it  was  burning 
so  tremulously  there,  that  he  wished  to  have  the  guilty  letter 
destroyed,  when  to  destroy  could  not  bide  it  from  the  eye  of 
Gon.  He  refiected  not  in  tbe  hurry  of  his  apprehensions, 
that,  could  he  bury  it  under  (he  foundations  of  the  earth, 
yet  tlie  day  was  coining,  in  which  those  very  foundaliona 
would  be  overturned,  and,  then  peculiarly,  would 
■  ■     ■  '      -murderous  deeds  arise. 

Though  all  the  earth  o'erwhetia'd  theip,  to  men's  eyes. 
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letter,  the  warrant  being  so  general  and  suffi- 
cient as  it  was.     Her  Majesty  replied  little  else, 
but  that  she  thought  Mr.  Poulet  would  look  fi 
it.* 

*  From  these  words  above,  "  at  my  nest  access  to  her 
Majesty,  which,  I  take  it,  was  Tuesday,  the  iliy  before  »ty 
coming  to  court,"  and  from  these  word*  soon  afterwards, 
"  UDtil  the  hour  of  inij  departure  from  coarl,"  as  uniting  to 
mark  the  concluding  period  of  all  his  story ;  it  ajipeors  that 
Elizabeth  rated  him  very  harshly  on  ff'editeidaif,  the  day  ev 
■trongly  marked,  as  the  well-known  "  day  of  hb  coming  la 
court"  and  "■  of  his  departure  from  it;"'  on  accnunt  uf  Ihe 
warrant,  ordered  awoy  the  Friday  evening  before,  fi 
execution  of  Hory.  On  tiiis  very  Wednesday  was  shi 
cuted.  Elizabeth  had  now  been  apprized,  that  the  Wi 
was  sent  away.  It  was  high  time  to  apprize  her;  tbou^ 
her  signing  the  warrant  was  a  sufficient  justiHcatio'n  in  itself, 
for  sending  it  away.  And,  in  her  usual  tergiversntina  of 
conduct,  she  chose  to  forget  all  her  conversation  of  (Ae  eerg 
dag  before ;  her  "  earnest  discourse  of  the  danger  she  dftilj' 
lived  in,"  her  dechiraCion,  that  "  it  was  more  than  time  thl* 
matter  were  dispatched  ;"  her  "  swearing  a  great  oath,  that 
it  was  a  shame  for  them  all  it  was  not  already  done;"  aad 
her  "  speaking  unto  Davison"  himself,  "  to  have  a  lettei 
written  to  Mr.  Poulet  for  the  dispatch  thereof,  because,  tJie 
longer  it  was  deferred,  the  more  her  danger  encrensed." 
She  now  censured  him  for  nol  "  deferring"  the  execuiian 
longer,  for  averting  this  "  increasing  danger,"  for  removmg 
the  "  shame"  from  "  them  all,"  and  for  doing  fftnt  which 
"  it  was  more  Ihan  time,"  had  ihea  been  done  already. 
But  she  so  censured  him  not,  till  she  was  sure  the  execution 
had  already  taken  place,  or  would  irrevocably  take  plmce  in 
a  few  h<nirs  afterward. 
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II. 

"  And  this,  as  near  as  I  can  possibly  remem- 
ber, IS  a  faithful  and  true  report  of  the  whole 
substance,  of  that  hath  past  betwixt  her  Ma- 
jesty and  me,  from  the  day  of  signing  the  war- 

Yet>  what  shows  stiU  more  the  artifice  of  the  whole^  she 
censured  him  exclusively.  She  here  does  so  at  fir8t>  we  see. 
She  did  so  afterwards^  and  to  the  last.  Indeed  she  also 
expressed  her  anger  intermediately  against  the  council  in 
general.  She  issued  a  commission^  ^'  for  their  calling  to  the 
Star-chamber  for  the  same.**  But  she  afterwards  issued 
another^  for  their  '*  private  appearance^ — instead  thereof^ 
before  the  lord  chancellor  Bromley.**  (Robertson,  ii.  482— 
483.)  Then,  by  another  touch  of  mildness  to  them,  just  after 
the  trial  of  Davison  was  over,  '*  Wray,  lonl  privy  seal,  sig- 
nified,** in  court,  '*  that  albeit  the  Queen  had  been  offended 
(and  that  not  without  just  cause)  with  her  coimcil,  and  had 
thereupon  left  them  to  examination ;  yet  now  she  forgave 
them,  and  withall  acknowledged,  that  tJiey  had  been  very  care* 
full  atid  diligent  in  their  actions  and  counsels,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  religion  and  the  commonwealth,  and  for  preventing 
of  all  dangers:'  (Camden,  Orig.  i.  464—465,  Trans.  S9S). 
And  she  centered  all  her  resentment  on  the  single  head  of 
Davison. 

But,  what  is  Davison  pretended  to  have  done }  He  had 
given  up  the  warrant,  now  signed,  and  sealed,  to  that  very 
lord  treasurer  Cecil,  who  drew  it  up,  originally,  and  who  had, 
given  it  to  him /or  her  signing ;  when  he  had  been  sent,  at 
the  signing^  by  the  Queen's  own  express  orders,  to  carry  i^. 
to  the  lord  chancellor  for  his  sealing.    He  had  not  gifeo  it 

VOL.  III.  T  t 


63B  THE  LIFE  OF      [Mf,m.  VIII-  Davuot 

rant,  and  commandment  given  to  me  to  carry 
it  to  the  seal,  until  the  hour  of  my  departure 
from  court.  In  all  which  I  must  protest  un- 
feignedly  before  God,  that  I  neither  remember 


up,  however,  till  an  answer  had  been  received  froiH  Pautet  -, 
and  till  Elizabeth,  poileriowli/,  as  well  as  previously,  ty  her 
order,  for  a  letter  to  Paulel,  had  charged  him,  and  had 
charged  the  chancellor,  by  him,  to  use  it  with  all  possible 
aecrecy. 

Yet  Camden,  imposed  upon  by  the  hypocrisy  of  Elizabeth, 
says  that  Davison  "  acquainted  the  council  with  the  warrant 
and  the  whole  matter,  and  easily  persuaded  them,— that  the 
Queen  had  commanded  it  should  be  executed."  Davison, 
however,  gave  not  up  ihe  uarratit  to  the  council,  and  colli 
not  a  council  at  all.  He  gave  the  warrant  to  Cecil, 
called  the  council.  And  Cecil  produced  the  warrant 
thenj.  Bui,  as  Camden  adds,  "she  at  that  very  time  loll 
Darison,  that  she  would  lake  another  course  with  the  Queen 
of  Scots."  (Orig.  i.  445,  Trans.  382.)  Cecil,  accordingly, 
made  a  confession,  which  in  the  loose  and  arbitrary  modes 
of  proceeding  ueual  with  Elizabeth,  was  produced  in  court 
against  Davison,  instead  of  a  personal  testimony  from  Cecil ; 
and  which  averred,  that  Cecil  "  doubting  whether  the 
Queen  hod  absolutely  resolved  to  have  execution  done,  Davi' 
son  confidently  affirmed  it."  (Camden,  Orig.  i.  46^,  Ti 
39').)  And  as  Davison  was  arraigned  for  sending  awaj 
warrant,  when  Elizabeth  "  never  intended  that  the  Qu< 
Scots — should  have  been  put  to  dcuthj"  so  Elizabeth , 
her  letter  immediately  afterwards,  to  Mary's  son,  called  her 
death  "  this  lamentable  accident,  which  is  happened  coa> 
trary  to  my  meaning  and  intention,"  and  which,  since 


•on. 
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any  such  com inaiid merit  given  me  by  her  Ma- 
(  jesty,  as  Is  pretended  ;  neither  did  I  ever  con- 
ceive such  an  intent  or  meaning  in  ber.  And 
that  mine  innocency  herein  may  the  better  ap- 
pear, let  it  be  considered,  first,  what  the  com- 
mandment is,  and  next,  upon  what  considera- 
tion, it  was  grounded. 


pen  trembleib  to  mention  It,  you  sfaall  fiiUy  understand  bj 
this  my  kinsmaa."  (Camden,  Orig.  i.  461  and  460,  Trans. 
389  and  388.)  Vet,  all  the  while,  nut  Davison,  but  the  coun- 
cil, sent  the  warrant  away ;  and  the  council  sent  it,  only  in 
consequence  of  Cecil's  resignation  of  it,  to  them  or  to  their 
clerk,  Beale. 

All  therefore  mokes  up  the  boldest  scene  of  hypocrisy,  that 
wai  ever  exhibited  to  the  world.  Wc  peculiarly  know  it  to 
be  so,  from  this  apology,  Elizabeth  meant,  and  always 
meant,  the  death  of  Mary.  She  particularly  declared  so, 
only  the  day  before  her  execution.  Nor  was  there  any  need 
of  Davison's  attesting  to  Cecil,  that  she  meant  to  have  tlie 
warrant  executed.  Cecil  knew  this  sufficiently  before.  The 
Tery  signing  of  the  warrant,  also,  proved  this  decisively. 
Nor  was  Davison  false  in  attesting,  if  hf  did  attest,  her  mean- 
ing from  his  own  knowledge.  Elizabeth  hFui  declared  over 
and  over  again,  that  she  meant  to  have  it  uinf.  She  had 
repeatedly  ordered  it  to  be  used  with  secrecy.  She  hod  even 
gone  on  for  that  reason,  to  forbid  the  open  court,  and  to 
point  out  the  hall,  for  the  place  of  execution.  And  thoug'h 
■he  had  intimated  to  Davison,  that  "  she  would  take  anotlier 
coune  whh  the  Queen  of  Scots  j"  yet  we,  who  know  that 
course  to  have  been  auattination,  can  only  execrate  her  the 
mare  for  it. 
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"  The  cotnmandinent  (as  I  understaad  it) 
bath  two  parts ;  one,  that  I  should  conceal  it 
from  the  rest  of  her  Majesty's  council :  another, 
that  I  should  retain  it  by  myself  until  some 
tumultuous  time,  as  a  thing  her  Majesty  meant 
not  otherwise  to  put  in  execution :  both  which  I 
must  in  all  duty,  and  humbleness,  under  her 
most  gracious  favour,''  absolutely  deny.' 


*"  These  passages  show  dearl]',  that  this  apology  was  i 
tended   to  be  seen  by   Elizabetfi.  Such  an  intentioti   adds 
niuch  to  his  credit.     And  it  ntiturally  suggests  to  us,  that 
DavisoD  has  rather  toflened  than  exaggerated  some  porticu- 
Arsio  his  Darrativc. 

'  Yet  Camden  makes  Davison,  on  his  trial,  to  allow, 
"  that  when  the  Queen  blamed  him  for  making  such  haste, 
to  get  the  warrant  under  the  great  seal  [to  have  the  war- 
faot  pajised  under  the  great  seal],  she  gave  some  aignifica- 
tion,  but  not  express  command,  that  he  should  keep  it  in  his 
own  hands."  (Orig.  i.  4G2,  Trans.  390.)  This  acknowledg- 
ment, if  at  all  true  in  ilselF,  can  refer  only  to  the  conversa- 
tion on  Tkuriday  morning,  and  to  the  hint  of  atituiination  by 
Others,  then  given.  But  Davison  could  not  explain  the  hint 
to  the  court.  This  we  see  strikingly  exemplified,  in  one 
part  of  his  trial.  Then  "  Egcrton,  the  Queen's  solicitor,'' 
•ays  Camden,  "  began  to  press  Davison  with  his  own  con- 
fession," one  different  from  this  apology,  and  equally  from 
that  in  Dr.  Robertson's  Appendix  (it.  480)  )  reading  a  piece 
thereof.  But  Davison  prayed  bim  to  rcude  the  whole,  and 
Dot  parcels  picked  out  here  and  there :  but  he  had  rather, 
he  said,  it  should  itol  be  read  at  all;  because  there  were  mn- 
L  toned  in  it  lome  lecrets,  not  fit  to  be  divulged  abroad."  (OA 
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"  And,  for  tlie  fii-st,  I  trust  her  Majesty,  tn 
her  princely  and  honourable  nature,  will  not 
deny,  but  that  she  first  sent  for  me  by  ray  lord 
admiral,  to  bring  the  warrant  unto  her  ;  which 
proveth  that  his  lordship  was  acquainted  with 
her  purpose:  and  next,  that  she  gave  express 
word,  both  to  carry  it  forthwith  to  the  seal, 
with  a  message  to  ray  lord  chancellor,  who 
consequently  must  be  acquainted  with  all ;  and 
also,  by  the  way,  to  impart  it  to  Mr.  Secretary. 
So  as,  these  three  being  made  privy  unto  it  by 
her  good  liking,  and  myself,  as  I  say,  not  re- 
Btt'ained  to  the  contrary,  by  any  such  coramand- 
meut  as  is  pretended ;  what  reason  had  I  to 
conceal  it  from  my  lord  treasurer,  to  whom  my 
lord  admiral  had  first  imparted  it,  or  from  ray 
Lord  of  Leicester,  to  whom  her  Majesty  is  [fa- 
miliar, and  had**]  signified  as  much,  as  likewise 

i,  461,  Trans.  390.)  And,  while  Elizabeth  presumeil  to  tell 
the  buldcGt  lies,  and  was  believed  in  all  that  she  aalil,  ahkh 

.    toat  the  whole  tvUIenct  thai  rould  be  brotighl  againit  Daviion; 
be  durst  not  speak  the  truth,  in  hia  own  vindicntion.     She 

i  thus  touk  ailvanlage  equally,  of  his  limoroiu  delicacy,  of  her 
n  confiilence  in  fulsehouds,  mid  of  the  mean  ductility  of  the 
judges,  to  ruin  him  entirely.  He  had  refused  lo  concur  with 
her.  ia  her  plot  of  assassination.  He  hud  presumed  lo  re- 
monstrate with  her,  ngttinst  it.  He  had  preached  up  honour, 
and  conscience   to  her.     And  she  was  resolved  to  chastise 

I  the  monitor,  and  the  man. 

■  I  have  filled  up  this  blink. 
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aftervrards  to  Mr.  Vice-cbaiDberiaiii  [HattoD*]  ; 
as  tbey  are  acquainted  with  the  rest  of  the 
whole  proceeding^,  and  as  far  interested,  in  the 
cause,  as  myself^  or  any  of  the  others  r°'  Unless 
her  Majesty  bad  a  meaning,  that  Mr.  Secretary 

'  I  have  filled  op  diia  also. 

**  This  shows  the  whole  pretence  against  Darison,  of  his 
having  comnranicated  the  secret  of  sealing  the  warrant,  as  if 
such  a  secret  shouid  be  kept  -,  to  be  oolj  an  after^^honght, 
aad  a  mere  oorer for  accusing  DtoriflOD.    She  kerw^hadiolA 
HattoD,  had  told  Leiceita',  had  told  the  lord  admiral.    She 
had  actually  scot  the  last  with  an  order,  for  Darkoo  and  the 
warrant  to  come  to  her,  and  the  warrant  cxpicsaly  for  her 
sealing.     He  had  receired  no  command  to  keep  his  message 
a  secret.     And  he  bad  told  the  lord  treasorer  CecQ.    CecO, 
therefore,  the  rery  man  that  we  hare  detected  in  sodi  kna- 
Teries  before,  must  have  known  of  Elizabeth's  message,  and 
of  Davison's  coming,  before  Davison  gave  him  any  assurance 
of  the  Queen's  resolution.     And  as  Elizabeth  had  told  the 
lord  admiral,  and  the  lord  admiral  had  told  Davison  ^xn 
her^  that  she  had  spoken  with  "  sharpness*^  against  Davison, 
for  not  bringing  up  the  warrant  before^  and  that  she  had  de- 
clared '*  she  would  no  longer  defer/'  the  execution  (see  the 
banning  of  this  apolc^) ;  so  the  lord  admiral  must  ne- 
cessarily have  imparted  this  to  Cecil.     Yet  Cecil  appeared 
as  a  witness  against  Davison,  by  his  written  confession  at 
least ',  as  if  Davison  had  been  the  first  and  the  only  one  who 
assured  him,  of  Elizabeth's  resolution  to  have  the  warrant 
executed.     He  was,  no  doubt,  in  the  secrets  of  his  congenial 
mistress  -,  and  said  or  did,  whatever  she  wished  him  to  do  or 
say.     He  seems  indeed  to  have  been  the  principal  tool  of 
hat  wretched  Queen. 
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and  I  should  have  dealt  alone^  in  the  sending 
of  it  to  the  earls :  which  for  my  own  part  I 
confess  I  never  liked,  knowing  her  Majesty's 
purpose,  often  uttered  to  myself,  to  remove  as 
much  of  the  burden  as  she  might,  from  her  own 
shoulders  upon  others  ;  which  I  knew  mine 
own  unfit  to  sustain. 

^^  Now  seeing  the  end  of  signing  and  sealing 
this  warranty  in  all  reasonable  probability  and 
judgment,  was  to  go  forward  withal ;  that  the 
delay  thereof  did  infinitely  encrease  her  Ma« 
jesty's  peril,  and  thereby  hazard  the  whole 
estate ;  seeing  it  was  imparted  to  some  by  her 
Majesty's  own  order,  and  no  cause  or  possibility, 
being  assigned,  to  keep  it  from  the  rest,  as  much 
interested  in  the  cause  as  myself;  and  finally, 
seeing  I  could  neither,  as  I  take  it,  in  law  nor 
in  the  duty  of  a  good  subject,  conceal  it  from 
them,  the  cause  importing  so  greatly  her  Ma- 
jesty's life  as  it  did,  and  the  disposition  both  of 
the  time  and  state  of  things,  at  home  and 
abroad,  being  such  as  it  was :  I  trust  it  shall 
sufficiently  appear,  that  I  was  both  in  reason, 
duty,  and  necessity  forced  thereunto  ;  unless  I 
would  have  wilfully  endangered  mjrself,  whose 
offence,  if  ought  in  the  mean  time  had  happen- 
ed amiss  to  her  Majesty,  must  have  been,  in 
my  own  censure,  worthy  of  a  thousand  deaths.' 


"  This  argument,  though  tinctured  a  little,  with  that  fear 
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"  And,  as  for  my  proceeding  therein  with 
the  rest  of  my  lords  ;  aftet-  it  was  resolved, 
that  it  was  neither  fit  nor  convenient  to  trouble 
her  Majesty  any  further  withal,  considering 
she  had  done  all  that  the  law  required  at  her 
hands ;"  and  that  she  had  hoth  to  myself,  and 
others,  signified  at  other  times,  her  indisposition 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  particular  circum- 
stances, of  time,  place,  &c. ;'  and  that  to  de- 

for  the  danger  of  Elizabeth,  which  was  merely  chimerical,  ' 
in  the  extravagaace  here  hinted  at,  carries  a  great  force  withfl 
it. 

"  This  points  out  to  us  a  new  circumstauce,  in  the  con- J 
duct  of  this  business      On  Davison's  ghowing  the  answec  J 
from  Paulet,  and  giving  the  warrant  to  Cecil,  upon  Frida][J 
aftemooD;  it  was  rcsolv(.-d  by  the  council,  he  being  present  ■ 
"  neither  St  nor  convenient  tu  trouble  her  Majesty  any  fiir-^^ 
"  Iher  withal."  And  it  is  this  resolution  of  the  council,  whicli  ^ 
Davison  afterwards  confounded  in  his  memory,  and  has 
falsely  ascribed    to  Elizabeth   herself  j    nhen  lie  says   so 
absurdly  in  his  other  apology,  as  I  have  shown  before,  that 
on  Wednesday  she  "  in  conclusion  absolutely  forbad  htm, 
"  to  trouble  her  any  further,  or  let  her  hear  any  more  hereofi 
till  it  was  done;  ahe  for  her  part  having,  as  >he  said,  per-* 
formed  all  thai,  in  law,  or  reaton,  could  be  required  of  hei''m 
(Robertson,  ii.  432.)     The  close  of  both  peculiarly  show  J 
both  to  be  the  bohic. 

V  This  also  tells  us  a  new  circumatance.     Elizabeth  hi 
"  signified"  to  "  Davison  anil  others"  at "  other"  times  Itfor 
her  desire  not  to  be  acquainted  with  the  "  place"  &c,  of  the 
execution.     Tel.  she  hod  altered  her  desire,  in  this  respect, 
when  on  Wednesday,  the  6rst  of  February,  she  could  forbid  1 
the  green,  and  point  out  the  ball,  as  the  tcenc  of  execution.  I 
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tain  the  warranty  in  expectation  of  any  further 
directions  from  herself,  was  both  needless,  and 
dangerous,  considering  the  hourly  hazard  her 
Majesty  lived  in ;  and  finally,  that  my  lords, 
knowing  her  Majesty's  unwillingness  to  bear 
all  the  burthen  alone,  were  content  most  reso- 
lutely, honourably,  and  dutifully,  to  ease  her 
as  much  as  they  might  :*>  with  what  reason  and 
justice  should  I  have  hindered  the  course  of 
justice,  tending  so  greatly  to  her  Majesty's 
safety,  and  preservation  of  the  whole  realm  ? 

^^  And  for  the  other  part,  of  keeping  it  by  me 
to  such  end  as  is  before  alleged,  I  trust  the 
world  does  not  hold  me  so  undutiful  to  her 
Majesty,  or  ill-advised  for  my  particular  ;  as  to 
take  such  a  charge  upon  me,  to  the  evident 
peril  of  her  Majesty's  life,  subversion  of  the 
whole  estate,  and  my  own  utter  overthrow.  Nei- 
ther is  there  cause  to  think  (I  speak  it  in  all  reve- 
rence, and  under  her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
favour,)'  that  her  Majesty  having  proceeded  so 
far  as  she  had  done  to  the  trial  of  that  lady's 


^  This  shows  the  lords  to  have  been  aU  well  acquainted^ 
with  Elizabeth's  desire,  for  throwing  the  load  of  murder  off 
from  her  own  shoulders,  by  substituting  assassination,  for 
execution  3  and  artfully  to  have  given  it  another  torn,  in 
order  to  bring  the  execution  forwards. 

'  This  unites  with  two  passages  before,  to  show  the  apo- 
logy was  intended  for  the  eye  of  Elizabeth. 
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fact^  found  her  guilty  by  a  most  honourable 
jury  of  her  nobility^  assembled  her  parliament 
only  for  that  purpose,  graciously  heard  th^r 
petitions,  and  dismissed  them  with  so  great 
hope;  published  afterwards  the  proclamation 
for  her  dishabilment,  rejected  the  suits  both  of 
the  French  and  Scotish  kings  for  her  life,  and 
returned  their  ambassadors  hopeless ;  confirmed 
that  impression  by  her  letters  to  both  princes 
(some  of  which  it  pleased  her  to  communicate 
with  myself;)  protested  many  hundred  times 
her  necessity,  and  resolution,  to  go  through 
withall'  (albeit,  forsundrygood  respects,  she  had 
so  long  deferred  it;)  having  given  her  command- 
ment  to  me  many  days  before,  to  bring  the 
warrant  to  her,*  and  then  voluntarily  sent  for 
it  by  my  lord  admiral ;  signing  it  as  soon  as  I 
brought  it,  with  her  express  commandment 
given  me,  to  carry  it  to  the  seal,  and  to  have  it 
secretly  handled ;  and,  finally,  her  particular 
direction,  while  she  was  signing  other  things  at 
the  same  time,  to  have  the  execution  done  in 
the  hall,  misliking  that  it    should  be  on  the 


'  This,  as  to  the  "  resolution"  vouched  "  many  hundred 
times,'*  is  quite  a  new  circumstance. 

*  This  is  also  a  new  circumstance.  And  1  have  accord- 
ingly noticed  it  and  the  preceding,  as  such,  in  the  body  of 
the  work,  i.  3.  6. 
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green  or  open  court ;  with  a  number  of  other 
foregoiDg;  and  following,  circumstances  ,  may 
sufficiently  testify  her  Majesty's  disposition  to 
have  it  proceeded  in,  albeit  she  bad  to  myself 
and  others  declared  her  unwillingness,  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  time  and  other  cir- 
circumstances,  having  done  all  that  the  law 
requii'ed  of  her,  or  that  in  honour  was  tit  and 
expedient  for  her."" 


"  Let  me  here,  at  the  end  of  the  apology,  remark  BnaUj 
cooceniing  Davison,  That,  tbough  he  was  not  an  honest 
man,  yet  he  was  so  nearly  one,  as  to  be  a  very  prodigy  for 
the  ministry  of  Elizabeth,  He  refused,  it  appears,  to  aign 
that  very  bond  of  association,  which  was  signed  by  all  the 
nation,  anJ  which  even  the  despairing  Itlary  offered,  on  her 
liberty  being  granted,  to  sign  herself.  Vet  he  refused, 
though  Leicester  pushed  on  the  asEot^iatiun,  and  though 
Elizabeth  urged  liim  to  sign  it.  Among  the  pleas  which  he 
advances  tor  himself  in  his  other  apology,  he  particularly 
states  "  his  funner  ubtolule  refusal  to  sign  the  bond  of  as- 
sociation, being  eameillg  pressed  thereunto  by  her  Miyesty's 
self  '  (Robertson,  ii.  483.)  This  indeed  is  a  very  strong 
evidence,  of  s  manly  virtuouaness in  him.  But  he  did  other 
things,  in  the  name  spirit  of  virtue.  He  declined  to  act  as 
a  commissioner,  on  the  examination  of  Babjngtoa  and  bis 
accomplicL-s,  fiir  their  conspiracy  in  favour  of  Mary ;  and 
took  a  3'^'^^  ^  Bath,  in  order  to  save  himself  from  acting 
(Robertson,  ii.  48.t.)  He  was  a  means  loo  of  preventing 
liie  commissioners,  who  were  sent  to  try  Mary  at  Fothcrin- 
gay-castle,  from  jirotiouncing  sentence  upon  her  imme- 
diaicly  after  the  trial ;  and  of  obliging  Ihem  [o  return  firti 
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to  London,  and  report  their  proceedings  to  Elizabeth  (! 
bertson,  li.  483.)     We  have  already  seen,  that  he  kept 
warrant  for  the  execution  of  Mary,  five  or  aii  weeks  in 
hands ;  without  offering  to  present  it  to  Elizabeth  for 
eigiiing.      \Vc  have  equally  seen,  that  he  actually  neglec 
to  obey  a  personal  command  of  Elizabeth's,  for  bringiog 
the  (varrant  to  her ;   and  that  he  thus   neglected  for  "  niany 
days,"  even  till  the  Queen  fired  at  his  conduct,  and  sent  him 
a  peremptory  order  to  bring  it.      Even  then,  and  even  when 
Paulet's  answer  had  been  received,  and  all  delay  was  now 
at  an  end  for  ever  ;  he  would  not  be  concerned  in  seadiiu 
away  the  warrant  himself,  hut  returned  it  into  the  hi 
from  which  he  had  received  it,  and  leH  Cecil  and  the  i 
to  send  it.  And,  as  inallthe  time"  &e/bre  her  trial,  he 
is  nor  can  be  charged,  to  have  had  any  hand  at  all 
cause  of  the  said  Queen,  or  done   any  thing  what 
concerning  the  same,  directly  or  indirectly  ,"  so,  "  after  the 
return  thence  of  the — commissioners,  it  is  well  known  to 
all  her  council,  that  he  never  tnaa  at  any  deliberaliort  or  meet, 
ing  whatioerer,   in  piirliamettl  or  council,  concerning  the 
cause  of  the  said  Queen,  till  the  sending  down  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's warrant  unto  the  commissioners,  by  the  lords  and 
others  of  her  council.''  (Robertson,  ii.  481.) 

These  deeds  of  honesty,  no  doubt,  had  successively  mi 
ed  him  out  for  vengeance,  to  the  rest  of  the  ministiy 
the  Queen.  Me  was  therefore  selected  by  Cecil,  "  with 
M^esty's  own  privity,"  to  be  the  Secretary  with  whom 
warrant  should  be  lodged  for  signing  (Robertson,  ii.  481 
He  was  thus  exjwsed  to  a  train  of  decisive  trials.  It  would 
be  seen,  whether  he  offered  to  present  the  warrant  to  Eliza- 
beth for  her  signature.  Should  he  no'  offer,  a  command 
might  be  given  him  by  Elizabeth,  to  bring  it  up.  Should 
be  hesitate  to  obey  tkit,  a  sharp  rebuke  and  «  pentaptorj 
order  might  be  sent  him.     If  he  wsa  refractory  in  all  thfe 
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points,  then  the  wrath  of  Elizabeth  would  burst  out  upon 
him,  and  sweep  him  away  from  her  preaence  for  ever.  If 
he  coDiplied  in  any,  his  further  compliance  might  be  tried, 
ia  ordering  him  to  the  great  seal  with  the  warrant,  and  in 
directing  him  to  use  the  warrant,  when  sealed,  with  secrecy. 
Should  he  be  found  pliable  in  thit  trial,  the  grand  sciieme 
of  assassination,  the  favourite  wish  of  Elizabeth's  heart, 
which  had  repeatedly  been  Inlked  over  by  bor  other  ministers 
before  Eliiabeth  and  him,  which  they  all  united  to  approve, 
though  none  of  them  offered  to  undertake,  and  which  had 
been  so  talked  over  and  so  approved  of,  merely  to  put  Da- 
wson upon  undertaking  it ;  might  finally  be  urged  upon 
Davison  in  private,  by  Elizabeth  herself.  Should  be  bend 
to  this  urgency,  and  engage  in  the  work  of  assassinaton ; 
Elizabeth,  at  toon  a>  ever  the  mork  u>aa  done,  would  have 
risen  upon  him  with  an  affected  passion,  and  made  his  life 
the  forfeit  of  his  compliance.  And  should  he  not  bend,  all 
hig  present  and  all  his  former  refractoriness  would  be  re- 
membered at  once  against  him,  and  unite  to  draw  down  the 
rage  of  Elizabeth  in  a  storm  of  real  resentment  upon  him, 
Either  way,  the  man  was  sure  to  be  ruined,  lie  complied, 
though  only  in  part.  He  broughl  up  the  warrant,  at  the 
tecond  order.  He  curried  it  to  the  great  seal.  He  even 
united  with  Walsingbam,  to  mention  Elizabetli's  proposal 
of  assassination  to  Paulet,  But  he  would  go  no  farther. 
He  actually  protested  to  Elizabeth  herself  against  the  pro- 
posal, before  he  mentioned  it  to  Paulet.  He  protested  to 
her  against  every  scheme  of  assassination.  And  be  was 
therefore  ruined  at  lost  by  Elizabeth,  in  a  most  impudent 
stretch  of  falsehood,  for  dtiing  ichat  he  did  not  do,  and  in 
truth  and  reality  for  not  doing  what  he  wot  wanted  to  do. 

Thus  fell  Davison,  a  memorable  evidence  of  the  cuauing, 
the  perfidiousness,  and  the  barbarity,  of  Elizabeth,  and  her 
Cecil !  fiut  be  was  fully  revenged  of  tbeoi  both,  in  bis  fall. 
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He  wrote  the  present  apology,  which  aerves  so  greatly  to 
expose  the  characters  of  both.  It  is  verv  convincing  in  it- 
self; is  even  tlrawn  up  with  the  air  and  acldress  of  a  Hae 
writer,  and  is  peculiarly  valuable  t«  the  critical  investigaton 
of  Elizabeth's  conduct.  It  differs  very  uaefully  from  that 
in  Dr.  Robertson's  Appendix,  in  being  written  within  the 
verj-  months  of  all  the  main  iransactioas  recorded  ii 
being  therefore  very  full,  circumstantial,  and  accur»tei 
while  that  was  written  mitny  years  afterward,  is  only  gene- 
ral and  short,  and  is  often  inaccurate.  It  was  not,  however, 
as  Camden  says,  a  "  private"  apology  sent  to  "  Walsing- 
hum"  (Orig.  i.  46S,  Trans.  302.)  It  was  evidently  calcu- 
lated, as  I  have  shown  before,  for  the  inspection  of  Elizs-  i 
beth  herself.  And,  as  it  wunid  naturally  be  sent  to  his  broths 
secretary  for  her  inspection  ;  so  was  it  a.  bold  challenge  to 
her  for  the  truth,  and  exactness,  of  all  his  averments,  and 
would  serve  only  to  increase  the  load  already  descending  to 
crush  him.  The  other  was  written,  not  only  when  the  little 
particulars  had  faded  off  from  the  mind,  when  memory  had 
confounded  some  drcumsUinces  that  were  distinct  in  them- 
selves, and  a  regular  narrntive,  if  it  could  have  been  given, 
was  no  longer  of  consequence  :  but,  what  is  very  surprizing^, 
when  Davison  had  lost  all  copy,  and  even  all  minutes,  of 
this  very  apology.  It  was  drawn  up  too,  when  he  waa  no 
longer  afraid  of  showing  his  forbearance,  in  the  cause  of 
Mary,  and  indeed  had  reason,  for  displaying  it  all  al  larg«l 
He  therefore  goes  back  much  farther  in  the  second  Bpol<^, 
than  in  the  Brst ;  to  the  return  of  Mary's  judges  tmm  To- 
theringay,  to  the  moment  of  her  trial,  to  the  cxamiDstion  of 
Babington,  &c.  and  to  the  times  preceding  all.  In  this  whole 
period  he  shows  us  his  secret  attachment  to  Mary,  by  attclx 
a  train  of  incidents ;  as  seems  peculiarly  calculated  for  the 
eye  of  Mary's  son,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  En^ 
land.     Yet  Elizabeth  must  have  been  alive  at  the  writil 
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of  it ',  since  she  is  spoken  of  as  still  Queen.  And  I  there- 
fore suppose  it  to  be  written,  at  the  latter  end  of  Elizabeth's 
reign,  when  all  the  nation  began  to  turn  their  eyes  towards 
Scotland  for  a  successor  to  her  -,  and  when  Davison  would 
naturally  endeavour  to  make  that  attachment  to  Mary,  for 
which  he  had  suffered  so  severely  from  Elizabeth,  promote 
his  interest  with  James. 

The  latter  apology  was  published  by  Dr.  Robertson,  from 
a  paper,  supposed  to  be  the  original,  in  the  Cotton  Library 
(ii.  481.)  The  former  has  been  published  in  an  anonymous 
history  of  •'  the  life  and  reign  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
London,  1725,**  where,  with  an  agreeable  surprize,  I  first 
met  with  it,  where  it  is  said  to  be  taken  **  from  a  MS.  in 
the  possession  of  a  person  of  quality,"  that  had  some  lacuna: 
in  it^  and  from  whence  I  have  reprinted  it  here,  filling  up 
the  lacunct.  To  this  were  subjoined  the  letters,  to  and  from 
Paulet  and  Drury,  as  *'  found  amongst  Sir  Amias  Poulet*s 
writings.*'  But,  the  apdogy,  and  latters  had  been  previously 
published,  by  Dr.  Mackenziei  in  his  ''  Lives  of  ScotsWriters, 
vol.  iii.  1708,"  under  the  article  Freebairn,  and  without  the 
lacuna  of  the  other  MS.  He  printed  tlie  former,  he  says, 
from  the  original  itself, ''  found  amongst  Sir  Amios  Paulet*s 
papers ;  a  copy  of  which,  tramcribed  from  the  original, 
was  sent  me  by  my  worthy  and  learned  friend  Mr.  Flurry 
of  Christ's  Church  Oxon"  (p.  334.)  And  the  latter  were 
found  equally  among  the  same  papers,  and  transcribed 
equally  from  them,  by  Mr.  Hurry.  These  two  copies,  there- 
fore, are  plainly  transcripts  of  the  same  original;  that 
having  lacums  in  it,  because  the  writer  was  not  able  to  read 
the  MS.  3  and  this  having  none,  as  written  by  a  more  skilfiil 
reader.  Yet  the  particulars  of  this  apology  are  little  known 
to  the  world  at  present.  I  met  not  with  it,  till  I  had  published 
my  Vindication.  I  knew  of  it  in  general,  but  I  could  not 
tell  where  to  find  it.     I  often  looked  at  the  apology  in  Dr. 
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Robertson,  yet  found  not,  in  it.whatl  wanted,  and  expected. 
Nor,  had  I  such  an  idea  of  the  present,  as  could  induce  me 
to  be  very  solicitous,  in  procuiiog  it  But,  I  waa  greatly 
strack,  the  moment  I  perused  it.  And  I  soon  saw  tlie  ex- 
pediency, of  using  it,  in  the  narrative  part  of  my  work  ;  and 
ofrepublishingit,  with  notes,  inmyAppenduiforthe  ful 
elucidation  of  the  whole  history. 

J.  WJ 
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